N

BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

Well Pump, Pressure
and Septic Alarms

Getting the alert on your phone,
before trouble becomes a mess

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal

Free & printable — share it with someone who needs it _ Bookavisit —
billshometech.com/book




WELCOME BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042

Hearing about trouble before it becomes a mess

Out here, a well pump that quits or a septic tank backing up is the kind of thing
you'd give anything to know about an hour sooner — while you're still at the store,
not when you walk in the door. This guide is about one simple, worthwhile upgrade:
getting the alarm you may already have to reach your phone.

I'm Bill, and | run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. For 30-plus years I've
helped folks make their home gear behave. I'm not a plumber and I'm not a licensed
electrician — but a lot of this upgrade is just getting a signal from a device you own to the
phone in your pocket, and that part | can help with all day long.

Here's the good news most folks don't realize: your well system or septic system very likely
has an alarm already — a buzzer, a red light, a little box on the wall. The trouble is, it only
shouts into an empty basement or a quiet yard. If nobody's home to hear it, it may as well not
be there. The upgrade is giving that alarm a way to find you.

0O No wrong question here

If you just want someone to look at what you've got and tell you whether a phone alert
is easy or a bigger job, that's exactly what | do. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042 — |
don't sell the gear, so the advice is just advice.
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The whole guide, on one page

If you remember only these things, you already understand the decision.

O

Most well and septic systems already have a local alarm — a buzzer or a light. The
upgrade is getting that alert to your phone when you're away.

There are three common ways: a sensor that watches your existing alarm, a smart
contact or float sensor, or a simple water-and-leak sensor.

A septic high-water alarm warns you before a backup. A well pressure or pump alarm tells
you the pump has failed before the taps run dry.

The sensor and the phone part are often doable. Anything that changes the plumbing, the
floats, or the wiring is a licensed pro's job.

A phone alert needs some internet and some power out where the alarm is — worth
checking before you buy anything.

If the well house is far from the home's Wi-Fi, a long-range sensor may be the answer —
see my guide on long-range sensors for far corners.

[ Start by finding the alarm you already have

Before you spend a dime, walk down and look. Is there a buzzer or a red light on the
septic or well equipment? If so, you're halfway there — the job is just teaching it to
reach your phone.
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You probably already have an alarm

This is the part that surprises people, so it's worth a whole page. Most of what you
need may already be bolted to the wall.

A lot of septic systems — especially mound systems and ones with a pump — come with a
high-water alarm from the day they're installed. It's usually a small box with a red light and a
buzzer, often out near the tank or on the outside of the house. When the water in the tank
climbs too high, the light comes on and the buzzer sounds.

Well systems vary more, but many have some kind of warning too — a pressure gauge you
can read, a pump controller that shows a fault, or an alarm wired in when the system was
built. The point is the same: there's often a signal being given off already. It's just being given
off to an empty room.

So the first job isn't buying something fancy. It's going down and finding out what you've got.
Once we know whether there's a local alarm, and what shape it's in, the phone-alert part gets
a lot clearer — and usually a lot simpler than folks fear.

[0 Snap a photo for me

Take a picture of any alarm box, pump controller, or gauge you find, and another of
where your internet comes into the house. Text them to me and | can often tell you the
easy path before | even drive out.
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Why a little warning is worth so much

These aren't gadgets for the fun of it. A timely alert is the difference between a
quick fix and a very bad day.

A septic high-water alert

When a septic tank's water level climbs too high, you're on the road to a backup — into the
drain field, or worse, back into the house. Knowing the moment the level gets high gives you
time to ease off the water use and get the pumper or the septic company out before anything
comes back up a drain. That warning can save you a cleanup you'll never forget.

A well pump or pressure alert

If the well pump fails or loses pressure, the first you usually hear of it is a dry faucet — often at
the worst moment. An alert that the pump has quit, or that pressure has dropped, lets you get
ahead of it: call the well folks, protect livestock that depend on the water, and avoid running a
failing pump into the ground.

I' A dead well is a livestock problem too

If animals depend on your well, a pump failure isn't just an inconvenience — it's a
welfare emergency in hot weather. A phone alert buys you the time to haul water or get
a repair moving before it becomes serious.
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Three honest ways to get the alert to your phone

Before the details, here's the shape of the three approaches so the rest of the guide
has somewhere to hang.

A sensor that watches your existing alarm

If you already have a buzzer or a light, one tidy option is a small sensor that simply watches it
— it notices when the light comes on or the buzzer sounds and sends your phone a message.
It leaves your alarm exactly as it is and just adds a messenger.

A smart contact or float sensor

A contact sensor notices when something opens or closes; a float sensor notices a water
level rising. Tied into the right spot, either can tell your phone the moment a condition trips.
Where a float goes in a tank is a pro's call, but the alerting part is familiar ground.

A simple water or leak sensor

The humblest option: a little sensor that cries out when it feels water where water shouldn't be
— on a basement floor near the pressure tank, say. It won't watch the whole system, but it's
cheap, easy, and catches a common kind of trouble early.

00 They're not either-or

Plenty of places use more than one — a sensor on the septic alarm and a cheap leak
sensor by the pressure tank. Each one covers a different worry, and together they cost
very little.
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The messenger: a sensor that watches your alarm

If you already have a working buzzer or light, this is often the least-disruptive
upgrade there is.

The idea is simple. Your alarm keeps doing its job exactly as before. Alongside it, you add a
small sensor whose only task is to notice when the alarm goes off and send a message to
your phone. Some sensors listen for the sound; others watch for the light or tie gently into the
alarm's signal. Nothing about the original alarm changes.

The big appeal here is that you're not touching the plumbing or the safety device at all. The
alarm that was installed by a pro stays just as it was. You're only adding a way for it to reach
you when you're not standing next to it. That keeps the job small and keeps the important
safety gear untouched.

The catch is that the sensor needs power nearby and a way to reach your phone — usually
your home Wi-Fi, or something with longer reach if the alarm is out in a well house across the
yard. We'll come back to both.

[ Let's see if yours is a candidate

Not every alarm is easy to watch this way, but many are. Send me a photo of your
alarm box and I'll tell you honestly whether a simple messenger will work or whether it's
a bigger job. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Smart contact and float sensors

These go a step further — instead of watching an alarm, they watch the condition
itself. That's powerful, and it's where a pro usually steps in.

A contact sensor is the same kind of little gadget that tells you a door or window opened. A
float sensor is a small float that rides on a water level and trips when the water gets too high
or too low. Tied into the right place, either can send your phone a message the instant the
condition changes — a tank filling, a pump cycling, a level dropping.

The honest truth is that deciding where a float belongs, or how to tap into a pump's signal
safely, is not a weekend project. That's inside the plumbing and the wiring of a system that
matters, and it belongs to a licensed plumber or electrician. What | can help with is the alerting
side — getting the sensor's message onto your phone once a pro has placed it.

I Floats and tank work belong to a pro

Please don't open a septic tank or fish around in a pump chamber to add a float
yourself. It's dangerous — the gases alone can be deadly — and it's licensed work.
Have the septic or well company set it; I'll handle the phone part.

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 8 of 29

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



LEAK SENSORS BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042

The simple water sensor by the pressure tank

Don't overlook the cheapest tool in the box. A plain leak sensor catches a
surprising amount of trouble for almost nothing.

A water or leak sensor is a small puck you set on the floor. The moment it feels water, it
sounds off and sends your phone a message. Set one near the pressure tank, the well
equipment, or anywhere a slow drip or a sudden flood would do damage, and you'll know the
instant it starts instead of weeks later when the mold shows up.

It won't tell you a pump has failed or a septic tank is high — it only knows about water on the
floor right where it sits. But for the price of very little, it's a genuinely useful early warning, and
it's about as easy as setting an egg timer.

[J Put one where a leak would hurt most

Think about where water doing damage would cost you the most — near the pressure
tank, by the water heater, under a finished-basement wall — and start there. You can
always add more; they're inexpensive.

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 9 of 29

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



INTERNET & POWER BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042

What the alert needs to actually reach you

A phone alert has to travel somehow. Two quiet requirements decide whether a
given option will even work at your place.

First, power. Nearly all of these sensors need either a battery you change now and then or an
outlet nearby. A buzzer out in a well house with no power at all is a harder case than one in a
basement next to an outlet. It's worth knowing what's available before you shop.

Second, a way to the internet. For the alert to reach your phone when you're across the
county, the sensor usually leans on your home Wi-Fi or a hub in the house. If the alarm is in a
basement the Wi-Fi reaches, you're set. If it's out in a well house across the yard, ordinary
Wi-Fi may not get there — and that's a different plan.

For those far-flung spots, there are long-range sensors made to send a little signal a
surprising distance back to a hub at the house. My guide on long-range sensors for the far
corners of a property walks through that, and it's the right companion to this one when the well
house is a hike.

[0 Check coverage before you buy

Stand where the alarm is with your phone and see whether your home Wi-Fi reaches.
If the bars are gone, don't buy a plain Wi-Fi sensor for that spot — plan on a
long-range one instead.
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Two kinds of places, two sets of needs

Where your place sits changes which approach fits. A tidy lot at the edge of town
with everything in one basement is a different problem from a working farm with a
well house out past the barn.

If your place is close to town

The well equipment and the septic alarm are usually close to the house, often right in the
basement, and your home Wi-Fi reaches them. That keeps the whole thing simple and cheap.

« A sensor watching the basement septic or well alarm often just works.

« A leak sensor by the pressure tank is a few dollars well spent.

« Home Wi-Fi almost always reaches, so no special long-range gear needed.
« An outlet is usually right there, so battery-changing isn't even a worry.

If you're out on acreage or a working farm

Now the well house may be out past the barn, the septic alarm may be in a far corner of the
yard, and animals may depend on that water. The distances — and the stakes — go up.

+ A far well house may need a long-range sensor to reach a hub at the home.
« A pump failure can threaten livestock, so the pump alert earns its keep.
« Power out there may be limited — plan for batteries or a nearby outlet.

« More than one alarm often makes sense: well pressure and septic both.

[0 Not sure which fits your place?

Most farms are a mix — an easy sensor on the basement alarm, a long-range one for
the well house across the way. Tell me how your buildings sit and where the alarms
are, and I'll help you cover the real worries without overspending. Call (330) 200-8042.
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When the alarm is way out there

A well house out past the barn is the case that trips people up. The alarm is fine;
getting its message home is the puzzle.

Ordinary home Wi-Fi fades fast once you leave the house. By the time you're out at a well
house across the yard, there may be no signal at all for a plain sensor to use. Buying a Wi-Fi
sensor for a spot with no Wi-Fi is a common and frustrating mistake — the thing works fine on
the bench and then goes silent once you install it.

The fix is usually a long-range sensor: a kind made to send a small signal a long way back to
a hub sitting in the house. It sips power, carries far better than Wi-Fi, and is built for exactly
this — a sensor out in an outbuilding talking to a home base. My guide on long-range sensors
for the far corners of a property covers how that works.

The other piece is getting real internet out to the building in the first place, if you want
cameras or more than a simple alert. That's a bigger project, and my guide on getting internet
to the barn or shop lays out the honest options.

[0 Match the tool to the distance

Close to the house: a simple Wi-Fi sensor. Out past the barn: a long-range sensor and
a hub. Getting that one choice right saves the most disappointment of anything in this
guide.
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Getting it going, step by step
Once you've picked an approach, the setup is usually gentler than folks expect.
Here's the calm order to do it in.

« Find and check the existing alarm — know what you're working with before you add
anything.

« Confirm power and signal at the spot — an outlet or fresh batteries, and Wi-Fi or a
long-range hub within reach.

+ Place the sensor where it can do its job — and let a pro place anything that goes into a
tank or the wiring.

« Set up the app on your phone and connect the sensor, so the alerts have somewhere to
land.

« Decide who gets alerted — just you, or a spouse and a grown child too, so a message
never goes unseen.

That last one matters more than people think. An alert that only goes to one phone — a phone
that might be on silent, or out of signal — can still be missed. Most apps let you add a second
or third person. Use that.

O I'll set the app up with you

The app and phone part is where | spend a lot of my visits, because it's fiddly the first
time and simple once it's done. I'll get it working and make sure the right people get the
message. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Test it — then test it again

An alarm you've never tested is an alarm you don't really have. This is the step
most folks skip, and it's the most important one.

Once it's set up, make it go off on purpose and watch for the message on your phone. Many
alarm boxes have a test button. For a leak sensor, a damp paper towel on the puck will
usually trip it. The point is to see the alert actually arrive — not to assume it will.

Then test it the way it really matters: walk out of Wi-Fi range, or have someone trip it while
you're away from the house, and make sure the message still reaches you out in the world.
An alert that only works when you're home isn't much of an alert.

00 Put areminder on the calendar
Batteries die and apps get logged out. Once or twice a year, test the whole chain
again. A two-minute check beats finding out it was dead the hard way.
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Common mistakes to sidestep

A handful of avoidable slip-ups account for most of the disappointments. Now you'll
see them coming.

« Buying a Wi-Fi sensor for a spot with no Wi-Fi — it works on the bench, then goes
silent out at the well house.

« Sending the alert to one phone only — on silent or out of signal, and the whole point is
lost.

+ Never testing it — an untested alarm is a comforting decoration, not a safety net.

+ Opening a septic tank or pump chamber yourself to add a float — dangerous and a job
for a licensed pro.

» Letting a dead battery go unnoticed — many sensors can warn you they're low, so turn
that warning on.

I The one that can hurt you

Never climb into or lean into a septic tank or pump chamber. The gases can overcome
a person in seconds, and people die this way every year. If a sensor needs to go
inside, that is the septic company's job, full stop.
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Keeping it working, year after year

These are quiet little devices that mostly look after themselves — but a few minutes
a year keeps them honest.

The main thing to watch is power. A battery sensor that's been quietly dead for three months
tells you nothing when the water finally rises. Turn on the low-battery warning if the app offers
one, and keep a note of when you last changed them. Sensors on an outlet are easier, but a
tripped breaker can take them out just the same.

The other thing is the app and your phone. A new phone, a forgotten login, or an app that got
uninstalled can silently break the chain. When you change phones, make a point of confirming
the alerts still come through. My guide on protecting tech in barns and garages has more on
keeping outbuilding gear alive through the seasons.

00 A yearly look-over

Once a year — maybe when you're already testing smoke detectors — test these too,
change any tired batteries, and confirm the alerts land on every phone that should get
them.
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What to do yourself, and when to call

Plenty of this you can handle. A few parts are genuinely jobs for someone licensed
— and knowing which is which keeps you safe.

Setting a leak sensor on the floor, putting a messenger sensor near an existing alarm, setting
up the app, and testing the whole thing are all fair game for a handy person — or for me and
you together at the kitchen table. None of that touches the plumbing or the wiring.

Anything that goes inside a septic tank or pump chamber, taps into the pump's electrical
controls, or changes the plumbing is licensed work — a plumber, a septic company, or an
electrician. | don't do licensed plumbing or electrical work myself. What | do is the
sensor-and-phone side, and I'm glad to coordinate with your well or septic folks so it all fits
together.

[0 One friendly point of contact

You don't have to juggle it all. I'll do the parts that are mine, set up your phone, and
work alongside your plumber or well company for the rest, so you deal with one patient
person instead of a pile of strangers. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Questions to ask before you commit

Whether you're talking to a well company, a septic outfit, or to me, these questions
get you to the right answer for your place.

Q: Does my system already have an alarm | can simply give a voice to?
Often yes. If there's a working buzzer or light, a messenger sensor is usually the cheapest,
least-disruptive path — ask before assuming you need a whole new system.

Q: Does the alarm's spot have power and internet signal?
This decides everything. No Wi-Fi at the well house means a plain Wi-Fi sensor won't work
out there — you'll want a long-range one and a hub at the house.

Q: Who, exactly, is putting a float or tap inside the system?
That should be a licensed plumber, septic company, or electrician — never a homeowner
reaching into a tank. Make sure that line is clear.

Q: Will more than one person get the alert?
Insist on it. A single phone on silent misses the whole point. A good setup lets a spouse or a
grown child get the message too.

(0 There's no silly question
If someone makes you feel foolish for asking how it works, that's a reason to find
someone else. A plain answer to a plain question is the least you should expect.
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A simple planning checklist

Walk through these before you spend a dollar. Each answer points you toward the
right approach.

0 I've found out whether | already have a well or septic alarm.

0 | know whether that alarm has power and internet signal nearby.

0 I've decided what | most want to be warned about — septic, pump, leaks.

0 | know whether the alarm is close to the house or out in a far building.

0 I've thought about who should get the alert besides me.

0 | know that anything inside a tank or the wiring is a licensed pro's job.

0 I've planned to test the whole thing once it's set up.

0 Bring me the answers
Fill in those blanks and you've done the hard part. Send them my way and I'll tell you

which approach fits and what the whole project really involves. Call or text (330)
200-8042.
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What this really buys you

Strip away the gadgets and this is about one thing: not being ambushed by a
problem you could have caught early.

The folks who call me about this almost always have a story — a basement they came home
to, a pump that quit over a holiday weekend, a drain field they wish they'd caught sooner.
None of them wanted a smart home. They wanted a phone that buzzes before the trouble
spreads.

That's the honest value here. For not much money and not much fuss, you turn a silent alarm
in an empty basement into a tap on the shoulder wherever you happen to be. You still have to
act on it — but you get the chance to, and often that chance is everything.

[0 Start small, sleep better
You don't have to wire the whole farm at once. One messenger on the septic alarm, or
one leak sensor by the pressure tank, is a real improvement you can set up this week.
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Covering more than one worry

Most places don't have just one thing they'd like to know about. The nice part is that
these pieces stack cheaply.

You might put a messenger on the septic high-water alarm, a leak sensor by the pressure
tank, and — if a pro ties it in — a pump alert on the well. Each one watches a different worry,
each sends to the same phone, and together they add up to a quiet net under the whole water
system for not a lot of money.

If you're already running cameras or other gear out in the outbuildings, these alerts often ride
along on the same setup. And if the well house needs real internet for cameras too, my
barn-internet guide and my long-range-sensor guide are the two to read next.

[0 One app, if you can

Life is simpler when your alerts land in as few apps as possible. When you pick gear,
ask whether it can share one app you already use rather than adding a brand-new one
for every little sensor.
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Common Questions

The questions | hear most from folks who'd rather get the news on their phone than
at the front door, answered plainly.

Q: Do | have to replace my septic or well alarm to get phone alerts?
Usually not. If you already have a working buzzer or light, a sensor that watches it can add the
phone alert without touching the alarm itself. Replacing the whole thing is rarely necessary.

Q: My well house is way out past the barn — can | still get alerts?
Yes, but a plain Wi-Fi sensor won't reach that far. You'll want a long-range sensor that sends
to a hub back at the house. It's made for exactly this kind of distance.

Q: Is any of this something | can do myself?

The sensor-and-phone side — a leak puck, a messenger by the alarm, the app — yes, often.
Anything inside a septic tank or the pump's wiring, no. That's licensed, and some of it is
genuinely dangerous.

Q: What if I'm somewhere with no cell signal when the alarm trips?
The message waits and arrives when your phone gets signal again. That's why it's smart to
send the alert to a second person too — so someone sees it sooner rather than later.

0 Still weighing it up?

Getting a quiet basement alarm to reach your phone is one of the most satisfying little
projects | do — the relief it brings is real. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042 and we'll
find the approach that fits your place.
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You don't have to do this alone

You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

| hope this guide made adding phone alerts to your well, pressure, and septic alarms feel a
little less daunting and a lot more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers,
come back to a page whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what | do. | come to your home — barn, shop,
and all — work at your pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is
a flat $99, and for the parts that don't need me on-site | can often help right on your screen for
$49. Every visit comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. | don't do the licensed
electrical, trenching, or tower work myself — for that I'll help you line up a trustworthy local
pro.

0 Bill's Home Tech —real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all
of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever
not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Three Ways to Get the Alert

Each fits a different alarm and a different budget

What it does Best when

Watch the alarm Messenger sensor You have a
buzzer
Contact or float Watches the A pro ties it in
condition
Leak sensor Feels water on Cheap early
floor warning

Start with the alarm you already have -- often the easiest path
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Setting It Up in Four Steps

The calm way to add a phone alert

o0 || @ || © @
Find the alarm Check power & Place & connect Test it away
Look for a buzzer signal Sensor set, app Trip it while
or a red light - Outlet or battery, -] on your phone - out of the house
Wi-Fi or hub
\. J U J U J \ y

Do these in order and the alert will be there when you need it.
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Will the Alert Reach You?

Let the location decide the gear

Where is the alarm, and does
it have signal?

In the basement, Out past the barn, Inside a tank
Wi-Fi reaches? no Wi-Fi? or the wiring?
4 N\ N\ [ N\
A simple Wi-Fi A long-range A licensed pro
sensor usually sensor and a hub places it -- never
just works at the house a homeowner
\ J J J
[ Never reach into a septic tank or pump chamber -- the gas can kill. ]

llustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ
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What Each Alert Catches

Different sensors watch different worries

Warns you about Why it matters
Septic high-water Tank backing up Catch before it
floods
Pump or pressure Pump has failed Before the taps
go dry
Leak sensor Water on the Catch a drip
floor early

Many places use more than one -- they stack cheaply
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BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

Need a Real Person?

You do not have to remember all of it.
You just have to remember you can call.
Friendly, in-home tech help -- | come to you.

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, | will
make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,
no fine print. That is how | would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com

Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM
— Bill

Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC - 30+ years of tech experience - Serving Portage County since 2025 - Fully Insured
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A Note From BIll

A quick note from Bill.
| write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so | can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or
the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or
climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

.'i'-'-;

l"

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM
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