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Let your voice and a schedule do the work

Once your robot is set up, you barely have to think about it. A spoken word — 'start
cleaning' — or a daily schedule can run it for you, so the floors get done without
you lifting a finger. This guide shows you how, in plain English.

I'm Bill, and | run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. In 30+ years of helping folks
with their gear, I've found voice control and schedules are the features people end up loving
most — and the ones they most often never get around to setting up. Let's fix that.

We'll cover linking your robot to a voice assistant like Alexa or Google Home, the handful of
phrases worth learning, and the schedules and routines that make a robot feel truly automatic.
No jargon, one step at a time.

O I'll set it up so you don't have to fiddle

Linking a robot to a voice assistant and setting up a schedule is a one-time job that's
easy to get tangled in. I'm glad to do it for you — often right over a screen-share for
$49. Call or text (330) 200-8042.
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The whole guide, on one page

If you remember only these things, you'll get the best of voice control and
schedules without the fuss.

Most robots link easily to Alexa and Google Home — these are the two most widely

0
supported assistants.

0 Apple Home support is newer and more limited, sometimes through a standard called
Matter — check your specific robot before counting on it.

0 Once linked, you can say things like 'start cleaning' or 'send the robot to the dock.

0 A daily schedule is the real magic — set it to clean while you're out and you'll never hear
it.

O A routine can tie the robot to other events, like cleaning when you leave the house.

0 Setting all this up is a one-time job, and it's exactly the kind of thing I'm glad to do for you.
[0 Start with the schedule
If you only do one thing, set a daily schedule for when you're usually out. It's the single
habit that makes a robot feel truly automatic — voice phrases are a lovely bonus on
top.
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What you need before you start

Voice control isn't complicated, but a few pieces need to be in place first. Here's the
short checklist.

A robot that's already set up in its own app and connected to your home Wi-Fi.

A voice assistant — an Amazon Echo for Alexa, a Google Nest speaker for Google
Home, or an Apple device for Apple Home.

The assistant's app on your phone — the Alexa app, Google Home app, or Apple's
Home app — where the linking happens.

Both on the same Wi-Fi — the robot and the speaker should be on the same home
network.

Your account logins for the robot's app, since you'll sign in once to connect the two.

[0 No smart speaker? You can still schedule

Voice control needs a speaker, but schedules don't — a daily schedule is set right in
the robot's own app and runs whether or not you own an Echo or a Nest. Don't skip the
scheduling part just because you've no speaker.
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The three voice assistants, honestly compared

There are three big voice assistants, and they don't all support robots equally.
Here's the straight story so you know what to expect.

Alexa and Google Home — the widely supported pair

If you have an Amazon Echo (Alexa) or a Google Nest speaker (Google Home), you're in
good shape. Most robot vacuums support one or both, and linking is usually a quick job in the
assistant's app. These two are the safe bet.

Apple Home — newer and more limited

Apple Home support for robot vacuums is newer and more limited. Some robots work with it,
often through a standard called Matter, but many don't. If you're an Apple household, don't
assume — check that your specific robot lists Apple Home or Matter support before you count
on it.

I Check your specific robot and assistant

Support changes by model and by assistant, and it changes over time. Before you buy
a robot for voice control — especially with Apple Home — confirm that this robot works
with your assistant. Don't take a general promise for granted.
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Linking your robot to the assistant

The one-time linking step connects your robot's account to your voice assistant.
The pattern is the same for all three; here it is.

Open your assistant's app — Alexa, Google Home, or Apple Home. Look for a section to add
a device, a service, or a 'skill' (that's Alexa's word for an add-on). Find your robot's brand in
the list, and you'll be asked to sign in once with your robot-app login. That handshake is the
whole trick.

Once it's linked, the assistant can usually find your robot by itself or with a quick 'discover
devices.' From then on, your voice reaches the robot through the assistant. You only do this
once.

O This is the fiddly part — let me do it

Signing one app into another, finding the right 'skill," and getting the names to match is
exactly where folks get stuck. It's a five-minute job for me and a frustrating afternoon
for a lot of people. Call (330) 200-8042 and I'll just do it.
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The voice phrases worth learning

You don't need to memorize a long list. A few simple phrases cover almost
everything you'll ever want.

'Start cleaning' — sends the robot off on a full clean. The everyday workhorse phrase.

« 'Stop’ or 'pause’ — halts the robot, handy when the phone rings or the dog gets anxious.

+ 'Send the robot to the dock' — brings it home to charge when you've had enough for
now.

+ 'Clean the kitchen' — on robots that map rooms, you can name a room. This one
depends on your robot supporting room names.

The exact wording can vary a little by assistant and by the name you gave the robot. If a
phrase doesn't work, the assistant usually tells you what it heard, which makes it easy to
adjust.

[J Give the robot an easy name

When you set it up, name the robot something easy to say — 'the vacuum' beats a
model number every time. 'Alexa, tell the vacuum to start' rolls off the tongue and you'll
actually use it.
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Cleaning one room by voice

Being able to say 'clean the kitchen' feels like magic — but it leans on a couple of
things being set up first. Here's what makes it work.

For room-by-room voice commands, your robot has to map your home and let you label the
rooms in its app — kitchen, living room, and so on. That's a mapping feature, and not every
robot has it. If yours does, naming the rooms is a one-time job in the robot's own app.

Once the rooms are named in the robot's app, the voice assistant can usually pass along a
request to clean a specific one. If room commands don't work, it's almost always because the
rooms aren't labeled yet — not because anything is broken.

[0 Name rooms the way you say them
Label the kitchen 'kitchen,' not 'zone 3.' The closer the room names match how you
naturally talk, the more reliably the robot understands you.

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 8 of 29

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



SCHEDULES BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042

Setting a cleaning schedule

A schedule is the quiet hero of robot ownership. Set it once and the floors simply
stay clean, with no thought from you at all.

In the robot's own app there's a schedule section where you pick the days and the time. The
most popular choice is a daily or every-other-day clean at a time when the house is usually
empty — mid-morning once you're out, say. You set it once and forget it.

The best part: because it's running to an empty house, you never hear the robot or the
whoosh of a self-emptying dock. You just come home to clean floors. For most people this
single setting does more good than any voice command.

O Time it for when you're out

Think about your week — a standing appointment, a daily walk, time at the gym or the
shops. Schedule the clean for then and the noise happens to an empty house every
time.
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Routines: cleaning tied to your day

A routine is a step beyond a schedule. Instead of a fixed time, the robot reacts to
something happening — like you leaving the house.

The most loved example is ‘clean when | leave.' Using your phone's location, the assistant
notices when you've left home and quietly tells the robot to start. You come back to clean
floors without ever setting a time. This is called a geofence — a boundary around your home
your phone can sense crossing.

Routines live in the voice assistant's app — Alexa Routines, Google Home routines, Apple
Home automations. They can chain several things together, which is where a robot becomes
part of a wider smart home. More on that next.

I Geofencing uses your phone's location

A ‘clean when | leave' routine needs the assistant app to see your phone's location.
That's a reasonable trade for the convenience, but it's worth knowing — and if you'd
rather not share location, a plain daily schedule does nearly the same job.
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Two kinds of homes, two sets of needs

How much of this is worth doing depends on how you like to run your home. Picture
which of these sounds more like you.

The keep-it-simple owner

If you just want clean floors without fuss, you don't need voice control at all. One good
schedule does the heavy lifting, and there's nothing more to learn.

« Set a daily or every-other-day schedule in the robot's app.
+ Time it for when you're usually out of the house.

+ Skip the voice setup entirely if speakers aren't your thing.
+ Learn the button on the robot as your manual override.

The smart-home enthusiast

If you already have Echo or Nest speakers and enjoy a connected home, the robot slots right
in — voice phrases, geofenced cleaning, and routines that tie it to the rest of your gear.

 Link the robot to Alexa or Google Home for voice control.
« Name your rooms so you can say ‘clean the kitchen.'
« Set a 'clean when | leave' routine with a geofence.

+ Fold the robot into a wider routine with your other devices.

[0 Not sure which you are?

Tell me what speakers you already have and how you'd like it to work, and I'll set up
exactly as much — or as little — as suits you. No pressure to go fancy. Call (330)
200-8042.
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Fitting the robot into a wider routine

Once your robot answers to a voice assistant, it can become one small part of a
bigger, automatic home — if you want it to.

Say you have a 'good night' routine that turns off the lights and locks the door. You could add
‘and send the robot to its dock' to the same command. Or a 'leaving home' routine that sets
the thermostat back and starts the vacuum in one go. The robot just becomes another step.

There's no need to go this far — plenty of people happily stop at a daily schedule. But if you
already enjoy a connected home, the robot fits in naturally, and tying a few things together
can be genuinely handy.

[0 Add one step at atime

Don't try to build a grand routine all at once. Add the robot to one routine you already
use, live with it a week, and add more only if it earns its place. Simple routines are the
ones that last.
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A word about Matter

You may run into the word Matter while setting this up, especially with Apple Home.
Here's what it means in plain English.

Matter is a newer common language that smart-home devices from different makers can
speak, so they can work together across brands and apps. For robot vacuums it's part of how
some models connect to Apple Home, and it can make a robot less locked in to one
company's app.

It's still maturing, and support varies a lot by robot, so I'd treat Matter as a helpful bonus rather
than something to count on. If a robot lists Matter support and you're an Apple household,
that's a point in its favor — but still confirm Apple Home works for that exact model.

(0 Don't buy on the Matter logo alone

A Matter badge on the box is a good sign but not a guarantee your assistant will do
everything you want. Check the robot's own listing for which assistants and features it
actually supports.
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When voice control won't cooperate

If the robot ignores you, it's almost always one of a few simple things. Run down
this list before you worry.

+ Check the names match — the assistant has to know the robot by the exact name you're
saying. 'Vacuum' and 'Roomba’ aren't the same to it.

+ Re-run 'discover devices' in the assistant app if the robot doesn't show up after linking.

+ Make sure both are on the same Wi-Fi — a robot on a guest network can go unseen.

« Confirm the link is still signed in — an app update or a password change can quietly
break the connection.

« Try the command a different way — 'tell the vacuum to start' versus 'start the vacuum.’
The assistant usually tells you what it heard.

(0 I can untangle it over the phone

Voice-control hiccups are often a two-minute fix once you know where to look. Call or
text (330) 200-8042 and | can usually sort it out with you right over a screen-share for
$49.
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Voice assistants and your privacy

A smart speaker listens for its wake word, so it's fair to wonder what that means for
your privacy. Here's the honest picture.

A voice assistant waits for its wake word — 'Alexa,' 'Hey Google' — and only then sends what
you say to be understood. It's not recording your whole day. Still, you're adding a listening
device to your home, and that's a personal choice worth making with open eyes.

If you're comfortable with a smart speaker, voice control of your robot adds nothing new to
worry about. If you'd rather not have an always-listening speaker, remember a plain schedule
runs the robot just as well without one. We cover robot cameras and privacy in their own
guide.

[0 You can review and delete voice history

All three assistants let you see and delete your voice history in their app, and turn off
saving recordings. If privacy matters to you, that's a setting worth knowing — I'm happy
to show you where it lives.
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Why this is a gift for easier living

Voice control and schedules aren't just gadgets — for a lot of folks they make a
real, daily difference in how easy the home is to keep.

If bending to press a button is hard, or the phone app feels fiddly, a spoken 'start cleaning' is a
genuine kindness. And a schedule means the floors get done whether or not anyone
remembers to start the robot — a quiet help for a parent living alone, or anyone with a lot on
their plate.

This is one of my favorite things to set up for people, because once it's done it just works,
invisibly, for years. The person doesn't have to learn anything new — the house simply stays
tidier on its own.

[0 Setting one up for a parent?

If you're arranging this for a parent or an older neighbor, | can set the schedule and a
simple voice phrase so it needs nothing from them day to day. It's a thoughtful bit of
help. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Checking compatibility before you buy

If voice control is a must-have for you, check it before you buy — not every robot
works with every assistant, and it's a frustrating thing to discover afterward.

0 The robot's listing names the assistant you use — Alexa, Google Home, or Apple Home.
0 If you're an Apple household, it specifically lists Apple Home or Matter support — don't
assume.

0 If you want room-by-room voice commands, the robot maps and labels rooms.

0 The robot has a schedule feature in its own app (nearly all do).

0 You already own, or are willing to add, a compatible smart speaker for voice — schedules

alone need none.

0 When in doubt, Alexa or Google is the safe bet
If you haven't committed to an assistant and want the widest robot choice, Alexa and

Google Home are the most broadly supported. Apple Home is catching up but remains
the pickier option for robots today.
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Common mistakes people make

A few avoidable slip-ups account for most voice-and-schedule frustration. Now
you'll see them coming.

« Assuming Apple Home works — buying a robot for an Apple household without checking
it actually supports Apple Home or Matter.

+ A hard-to-say robot name — naming it a model number you then can't remember or
pronounce for voice commands.

« Skipping the schedule — chasing fancy voice routines while never setting the simple
daily clean that does the most good.

+ Scheduling for when you're home — then being driven up the wall by the noise. Time it
for an empty house.

« Forgetting rooms must be labeled — expecting 'clean the kitchen' to work before
naming the rooms in the robot's app.

I Fancy isn't the goal — effortless is

The point of all this is a home that cleans itself without you thinking about it. A single
well-timed schedule beats a clever routine you have to babysit. Aim for effortless, not
impressive.
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A simple plan to set it all up

Here's the whole thing as a short, do-once routine. Follow it in order and you'll have
a robot that runs itself.

0 Get the robot set up and on your Wi-Fi in its own app first.

0 Set a daily or every-other-day schedule for when you're usually out.

0 If you want voice, link the robot to Alexa or Google Home in that app.

0 Give the robot an easy-to-say name and test 'start cleaning.’

O If your robot maps rooms, label them and try 'clean the kitchen.'

0 Optional: add a 'clean when | leave' routine or fold it into another routine you use.

[J Stop wherever you're happy
You don't have to do every step. Plenty of people stop at a daily schedule and never
look back. Add voice and routines only if they'll genuinely make your life easier.
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Setting honest expectations

Voice control and schedules are wonderful, and they're also not magic. Knowing
their limits keeps you happy with them.

Voice commands handle the big, simple actions beautifully — start, stop, go home, clean a
named room. What they don't do well is anything fiddly or precise; detailed map edits and
no-go zones still live in the robot's app, where they belong.

And voice depends on the link staying healthy. An app update or a password change can
occasionally break it, needing a quick re-link. It's a convenience layer on top of a robot that
still runs perfectly well from its own buttons and schedule — which is a comforting thing to
remember.

[0 The schedule is the reliable part
If you want the most dependable automation, lean on the schedule set in the robot's
own app. It doesn't need a speaker, a routine, or the internet to do its job day after day.
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Questions to ask before setting this up

Whether you're talking to a salesperson or to me, these questions get you the voice
and schedule setup that fits your home.

Q: Which assistants does this robot work with?
Most robots support Alexa and Google Home. Apple Home is newer and more limited,
sometimes via Matter — check for it specifically if you're an Apple household.

Q: Can I clean just one room by voice?
Only if the robot maps your home and lets you label rooms. Name the rooms in the robot's
app first, then the assistant can pass along ‘clean the kitchen.’

Q: Can it start cleaning automatically when | leave?
Yes, with a geofence routine in the assistant's app that senses your phone leaving home. If
you'd rather not share location, a plain daily schedule does nearly the same.

Q: Do I need a smart speaker at all?
For voice, yes. For schedules, no — a schedule set in the robot's own app runs with no
speaker, no routine, and no internet needed.

(0 There's no silly question
If a salesperson can't tell you which assistants a robot supports, that's a reason to
pause. Compatibility is a fair, basic thing to expect a clear answer on.
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Common Questions

The questions | hear most from folks setting up voice control and schedules,
answered plainly.

Q: Does my robot work with Alexa, Google Home, or Apple Home?

Most robots support Alexa and Google Home — those two are the safe bet. Apple Home
support is newer and more limited, sometimes through the Matter standard, so check your
specific robot before counting on it.

Q: How do I link my robot to a voice assistant?

In the assistant's app (Alexa, Google Home, or Apple Home), add the device or 'skill' for your
robot's brand, sign in once with your robot-app login, and let it discover the robot. It's a
one-time setup — and exactly the kind of thing I'm glad to do for you.

Q: What can | say to control it?

Simple phrases cover almost everything: 'start cleaning,' 'stop' or 'pause,’ and 'send the robot
to the dock." If your robot maps rooms, you can say 'clean the kitchen' once the rooms are
labeled in its app.

Q: Can it clean automatically when | leave the house?

Yes. A geofence routine in the assistant's app senses your phone leaving home and starts the
robot. It uses your phone's location; if you'd rather not share that, a daily schedule does
nearly the same job with no speaker at all.

Q: Do I need a smart speaker to use a schedule?
No. A cleaning schedule is set right in the robot's own app and runs whether or not you own a
speaker. The schedule is the single best habit for a home that stays tidy on its own.

[0 Want it set up without the fuss?
Linking a robot to a voice assistant and setting a schedule is a one-time job I'm glad to
handle — often right over a screen-share for $49. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042.
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You don't have to do this alone

You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

| hope this guide made voice control and schedules for your robot feel a little less daunting
and a lot more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back to a page
whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what | do. | come to your home, work at your
pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. I'll help you choose the right
machine, get it set up and mapped, connect it to your Wi-Fi and your phone, and show you
how to run it. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the parts that don't need me on-site — app
settings, schedules, a quick question — | can often help right on your screen for $49. Every
visit comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. For anything that calls for a ladder,
wiring, or digging, I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro rather than risk it.

O Bill's Home Tech —real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all
of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever
not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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The Three Voice Assistants

Support for robots is not equal -- check your exact model

Assistant

Robot support

Alexa

Google Home

Apple Home

No speaker

Widely

Widely

Newer, limited;

Schedules still

Confirm your specific robot works with your

supported

supported

often via Matter

work in the app

assistant.
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Setting It Up in Four Steps

From a boxed robot to a home that cleans itself

o |[ o |[ @ |[ ©
Set up the robot Set a schedule Link an Test a phrase
In its app, Daily, timed assistant 'Start cleaning,'
on your Wi-Fi - for when you're out -] Alexa or Google; - name the robot
sign in once
\. J U J U J \ y

Stop wherever you're happy -- a schedule alone does a lot.
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Voice Phrases Worth Learning

A few simple commands cover almost everything

Say this What happens
Start cleaning Full clean begins
Stop or pause Halts the robot
Go to the dock Retuns home to charge
Clean the kitchen Needs mapped, named rooms

Give the robot an easy name you'll actually say.
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Schedule or Routine?

Pick the automation that fits how you live

How do you want it to run?

Same time When | leave With my other
every day? the house? smart gear?
4 N\ N\ [ N\
Set a daily A geofence routine Add the robot to
schedule in the in the assistant a routine you
robot's own app app senses you go already use
\ J J J
[ A geofence routine uses your phone's location -- a schedule needs none. ]

llustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ
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Need a Real Person?

You do not have to remember all of it.
You just have to remember you can call.
Friendly, in-home tech help -- | come to you.

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, | will
make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,
no fine print. That is how | would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com

Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM
— Bill

Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC - 30+ years of tech experience - Serving Portage County since 2025 - Fully Insured



BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

A Note From BIll

A quick note from Bill.
| write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so | can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or
the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or
climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

.'i'-'-;

l"

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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