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THE 60-SECOND VERSION

1. The Whole Idea in One Glance
If you remember only this page, your trips will already run smoother.

The aim is simple: let your phone tell you about delays and gate changes before anyone

announces them, and keep all your bookings in one spot so you are never hunting through

email at the gate. A couple of free apps and one good habit do the whole job.

• Download your airline's own app and turn on flight notifications
• For sharper alerts, add a flight tracker like FlightAware or Flighty
• Keep every confirmation in one place, such as TripIt or a trip folder in email
• Save your boarding pass to your phone's Wallet before you leave for the airport
• Share your itinerary with a family member so someone at home knows your plan
• Make sure you can see your confirmations even with no signal

GOOD TO KNOW

You do not need every app in this guide. The airline's own app plus one tidy place for your
confirmations covers most travelers beautifully. The rest are nice extras.

WHY IT HELPS

2. Why Tracking Your Flight Pays Off
The value of flight tracking is time and calm. When your phone warns you of a delay or a

gate change early, you get to decide what to do instead of being caught off guard. You can

slow down, grab a coffee, or hurry to a new gate, all before the crowd even knows.

It also takes the worry out of waiting for someone. Family picking you up can watch your

flight and leave at the right time, rather than circling the airport or sitting in a cell-phone lot

for an hour.

TIP

Even if you do nothing else, turning on notifications in your airline's app will tell you about
most delays and gate changes. It is the single easiest win in this whole guide.
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START HERE

3. Start With the Airline's Own App
Every major airline has its own free app, and it is the natural place to begin. Because it is

the airline's own, it holds your booking, shows your seat, carries your boarding pass, and

knows the official status of your flight. For most people, this one app does most of the job.

1 Find your airline's app in the App Store or Google Play by its name
2 Download and open it
3 Sign in with the account you used to book, or create one
4 Add your trip using the confirmation code from your booking email
5 Turn on notifications when it asks, so the app can alert you

GOOD TO KNOW

The confirmation code is the six-character jumble of letters and numbers on your booking
email, sometimes called a record locator. Typing it into the app pulls up your whole trip.

TURN ON ALERTS

4. Switching On Delay and Gate Alerts
The most useful thing an airline app does is send you a little message, called a notification,

when something about your flight changes. This is what lets you learn of a delay or a new

gate while you are still at breakfast. You turn these on once, and then they simply arrive.

1 Open the airline app and find Settings or your account
2 Look for Notifications or Flight Alerts
3 Turn on alerts for delays, gate changes, and cancellations
4 If asked, also allow notifications in your phone's own settings
5 Test it by checking that your upcoming flight shows a status

TIP

If the app asks 'Allow Notifications?' when you first open it, say yes. That one tap is what
lets it warn you about your flight. You can always change it later in Settings.
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WHAT ALERTS TELL YOU

5. What the Alerts Actually Tell You
Once alerts are on, you will get a short message for the things that matter on a travel day.

Each one is a heads-up that lets you adjust calmly rather than scramble. Here is what they

cover.

• A delay, with the new expected departure time
• A gate change, so you head to the right place
• A cancellation, with a nudge to rebook
• A reminder when it is time to check in
• A note that boarding is beginning

GOOD TO KNOW

A gate-change alert is the quiet hero of travel. Airports love to switch gates, and the alert
can save you a long walk back and forth with your bags.

A SHARPER TOOL

6. Dedicated Flight-Tracking Apps
Beyond the airline's own app, there are apps whose whole purpose is tracking flights. They

often learn about delays a little sooner than the airline announces, because they watch the

actual plane and air-traffic data. If you fly often or hate surprises, one of these is a

worthwhile companion.

They work by tracking the plane that will become your flight. If your incoming aircraft is

running late arriving from its last city, these apps can warn you your flight will likely be

delayed, sometimes well before the airline posts it.

WATCH OUT

You do not need a tracking app and the airline app to do the same job. Think of the airline
app as official word, and a tracker as an early heads-up. Many frequent flyers like having
both.
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FLIGHTAWARE

7. FlightAware, a Free and Capable Tracker
FlightAware is a long-established flight tracker available free on both iPhone and Android.

You type in your flight number or your route, and it shows the flight's status, the map of

where the plane is, and alerts for departures, arrivals, gate changes, delays, and

cancellations. There is a paid tier, but the free version tracks a flight well.

• Free on both iPhone and Android
• Shows the plane on a live map
• Sends alerts for delays, gate changes, and cancellations
• Lets you check whether the incoming plane is running late
• Good for tracking a loved one's flight as well as your own

GOOD TO KNOW

You do not need the flight number to start. You can often enter the airline and cities, or the
date, and FlightAware will find the flight for you.

FLIGHTY

8. Flighty, a Polished iPhone Tracker
Flighty is another well-liked tracker, known for a clean look and early delay warnings. It

covers check-in reminders, delays, gate changes, departure and takeoff times,

cancellations, and diversions. It is mainly an iPhone app, with an Android version in the

works. It offers a paid plan, though it shows useful information without one.

• Clean, easy-to-read screens, mainly for iPhone
• Early warning of likely delays before the airline posts them
• Covers gate changes, cancellations, and diversions
• Can track a friend or family member's flight too
• Has a paid plan, but shows plenty for free

GOOD TO KNOW

Try one tracker, not three. Pick FlightAware if you want a free app on any phone, or Flighty
if you have an iPhone and like a tidy design. Either one does the job.
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FLIGHT NUMBER

9. Finding and Using Your Flight Number
A flight number is the airline's short code for your flight, like a two-letter airline code

followed by a few digits. You will find it on your confirmation email and your boarding pass.

It is the key that lets any tracker follow your exact flight.

1 Open your booking email or boarding pass
2 Look for a short code like the airline's initials and a number
3 Note it down, and note the date, since the same number flies daily
4 Type it into your tracker app of choice
5 Save or follow the flight so it stays on your list

GOOD TO KNOW

The same flight number runs every day, so always include the date when you track it.
Otherwise you might be watching yesterday's flight or tomorrow's.

TRACKING A LOVED ONE

10. Tracking a Family Member's Flight
One of the kindest uses of a tracker is watching a flight you are not even on. If a grandchild

is flying in to visit, or your spouse is coming home, you can follow their flight and know

exactly when to leave for the airport. You just need their flight number and date.

This saves everyone the old routine of guessing, calling, and circling the terminal. You see

the plane land, you see which gate it reached, and you time your drive to meet them as

they walk out.

TIP

Ask your visitor to text you their flight number and date before they fly. Pop it into your
tracker and you will know their landing time to the minute, no phone calls needed.

ONE TIDY PLACE

11. Keeping Every Confirmation in One Place
Flight tracking is half the battle; the other half is keeping all your bookings together. On any

trip you collect a flight confirmation, a hotel confirmation, maybe a rental car, a tour, and a

dinner reservation, all arriving as separate emails. The goal is to gather them into one spot

you can open at a glance.
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There are a few good ways to do this, and you do not need to be fancy. The right one is

whichever you will actually keep up. We will walk through the main options so you can pick

the one that suits you.

GOOD TO KNOW

The enemy of a smooth trip is a confirmation you cannot find when you need it. Any system
that puts them all in one place, even a simple one, beats scrolling through a crowded inbox
at the counter.

TRIPIT

12. TripIt, a Tidy Itinerary Maker
TripIt is a free app whose whole job is to turn your scattered confirmation emails into one

neat day-by-day itinerary. The way it works is charmingly simple: you forward each

confirmation email to plans at tripit dot com, and it reads the details and slots them into

your trip, in order, with times and addresses.

1 Download the TripIt app and create a free account
2 When a confirmation email arrives, forward it to plans@tripit.com
3 TripIt reads it and adds the flight, hotel, or car to your trip
4 Open the app to see your whole trip laid out day by day
5 Repeat for each new booking, and watch the itinerary build itself

GOOD TO KNOW

TripIt can also connect to your email to pull in bookings on its own, so you may not even
need to forward them. It has a paid Pro tier with extra alerts, but the free version organizes
beautifully.

JUST YOUR EMAIL

13. A Simple Email Folder for Your Trip
You do not need a special app at all if you prefer to keep things familiar. Your regular email

can be your trip organizer. The trick is to make a folder or label for the trip and move every

confirmation into it as it arrives, so they live together instead of scattered through months of

mail.

1 In your email, create a folder or label named for the trip
2 As each confirmation arrives, move it into that folder
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3 Star or flag the flight and hotel ones so they rise to the top
4 Before you leave, open the folder to confirm everything is there
5 At the airport or hotel, you open one folder, not your whole inbox

TIP

Name the folder clearly, like 'Florida Trip March.' A folder you can spot in a second is worth
more than a clever filing system you have to think about.

THE CALENDAR

14. Putting Your Trip on the Calendar
Your phone's calendar is another fine home for a trip, and it has one special gift: it shows

everything against the clock, so you see your day in order. You can add your flight, hotel

check-in, and dinner as calendar events, each with the time, address, and confirmation

code in the notes.

• Add each booking as a calendar event at its real time
• Put the address in the location field so you can tap for directions
• Paste the confirmation code into the event's notes
• Set a reminder before each one so nothing sneaks up on you
• See your whole travel day laid out hour by hour

GOOD TO KNOW

Many apps, including TripIt and airline apps, can add your trip to your calendar for you.
Then your flight simply appears on the right day, no typing required.

THE WALLET

15. Using Your Phone's Wallet for Passes
Your phone has a built-in Wallet, called Apple Wallet on an iPhone and Google Wallet on

Android. It holds boarding passes, and some hotel and event passes too. A pass in the

Wallet is quick to reach and, helpfully, works without any signal, since it lives right on the

phone.

When you check in for a flight, the airline usually offers an 'Add to Wallet' button. One tap

drops your boarding pass into the Wallet, where you can call it up with a double-press of

the side button or a swipe, even in airplane mode.



Bill's Home Tech BillsHomeTech.com  ·  (330) 200-8042
Tracking Flights and Keeping Your Trip Organized

Tech Made Simple. Service Made Personal. Page 12 of 28
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk.

For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

GOOD TO KNOW

A boarding pass in the Wallet is covered in depth in its own guide. Here, the short version is
this: if you see 'Add to Wallet,' tap it, and your pass will be ready offline.

MOBILE BOARDING PASS

16. A Quick Word on Mobile Boarding Passes
A mobile boarding pass is simply your boarding pass on your phone screen instead of on

paper. You get it by checking in through the airline app, usually the day before your flight.

The screen shows a square barcode that a scanner reads at security and at the gate.

• Check in through the airline app, often opening a day ahead
• The app gives you a boarding pass with a barcode on screen
• Tap Add to Wallet so it works even without signal
• At security and the gate, hold the barcode under the scanner
• If you prefer paper, you can still print one at the airport

TIP

A mobile pass and a paper pass are both fine. Many cautious travelers keep the pass in the
Wallet and also print a paper copy, so one is always a backup for the other.

SHARE THE PLAN

17. Sharing Your Itinerary With Family
It brings real peace of mind when someone at home knows your travel plan. If a flight is

delayed or you miss a connection, a family member who has your itinerary can help, meet

you, or simply not worry. Sharing it takes a moment and is well worth doing before you go.

• Forward your flight and hotel confirmations to a family member
• In TripIt, use the share option to send a loved one your itinerary
• Or simply email them a short note with your flights, hotel, and dates
• Give them your hotel's name and phone number as a way to reach you
• Tell them your flight numbers so they can track you if they wish

TIP

A one-page email to your family with your flights, hotel, and dates is a gift to everyone. If
anything goes sideways, they know where you are supposed to be and can lend a hand.
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OFFLINE ACCESS

18. Seeing Your Confirmations With No Signal
There is always a moment on a trip with no internet: on the plane, in a parking garage, in a

foreign country before your data works. That is exactly when you need your hotel address

or confirmation code. So it pays to make sure your key details are saved to work offline.

Things already on your phone, like a Wallet pass or a photo, work without any signal.

Things that live on the internet, like an email you have not opened, may not. The fix is to

open or save your important confirmations before you lose signal.

GOOD TO KNOW

A boarding pass in your phone's Wallet works offline, which is why it is so handy. A TripIt
itinerary you have opened once is also viewable offline, showing the details you already
downloaded.

SCREENSHOTS

19. The Humble Screenshot as a Backup
One of the simplest tricks in travel is the screenshot. Before you leave home, take a picture

of the screen for each important confirmation: the flight details, the hotel address, the rental

car code. A screenshot is just a photo, so it lives in your photos and always works offline.

1 Open each key confirmation on your phone screen
2 Take a screenshot, which saves the screen as a photo
3 Make a photo album named for the trip and put them there
4 Now you can flip to any confirmation even with no signal
5 Share the album with a travel companion if you like

TIP

On an iPhone, press the side button and volume-up together to take a screenshot. On most
Android phones, press the power and volume-down buttons together. The screen flashes to
confirm.
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THE TRIP FOLDER HABIT

20. Building One Simple Trip-Folder Habit
The single habit that keeps a trip organized is this: give every trip one home, and put

everything there the moment it arrives. It does not matter whether that home is a TripIt

itinerary, an email folder, a calendar, or a photo album. What matters is that you always put

bookings in the same place, every time.

When a confirmation lands in your inbox, do not leave it to drift. Forward it to TripIt, drag it

to the trip folder, or screenshot it into the album, right then. By the time you travel, your

whole trip has quietly assembled itself in one spot.

GOOD TO KNOW

The folder habit replaces the frantic airport search. You walk up to any counter, open your
one trip home, and the confirmation is right there. That calm is the whole point.

CHECK-IN REMINDERS

21. Never Miss the Check-In Window
Most airlines let you check in online starting about a day before your flight, and checking in

early often means a better seat and a smoother morning. Both the airline app and trackers

can remind you when that window opens, so you do not forget.

• Online check-in usually opens about 24 hours before departure
• The airline app can send a reminder when it is time
• Checking in early can mean a better pick of seats
• You get your boarding pass on your phone right after check-in
• Add it to your Wallet as soon as you have it

TIP

Set a reminder for the evening before your flight to check in. A couple of minutes on the
couch spares you a line and a worse seat at the airport.
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SEAT AND UPGRADES

22. Checking Your Seat and Flight Details
The airline app is also where you confirm the little things that make a flight comfortable.

You can see your seat assignment, change it if a better one opens up, and check which

terminal and gate you need. It is worth a glance the night before and again before you

leave for the airport.

• Confirm your seat and change it if you wish
• Check the terminal and gate, though gates can still change
• See how many bags you are allowed and any fees
• Note the boarding time, not just the departure time
• Check whether your flight is on time before you leave home

GOOD TO KNOW

The gate shown the night before can still change on the day. Always trust the newest alert
and the airport's own screens over an older note in the app.

CONNECTIONS

23. Watching a Tight Connection
If your trip has a connection, with one flight landing and another to catch, a tracker earns its

keep. You can watch your first flight and see at once whether a delay threatens your

connection. If it looks tight, you have time to think and to ask for help while still in the air or

on the ground.

Knowing early means you can find your next gate the moment you land, or speak to an

agent about rebooking before a long line forms. The traveler who knows is always ahead of

the traveler who is surprised.

WATCH OUT

If a delay puts a connection at risk, find the airline's app or a gate agent right away. Being
early and polite about rebooking almost always gets you better options.
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BAGGAGE

24. Tracking Your Checked Bag
Many airline apps now show where your checked bag is in their system, and which

carousel it will arrive on. After you land, the app can tell you the baggage claim number so

you walk straight there instead of hunting the signs.

• The airline app may show your bag's status after check-in
• On arrival, it often names the carousel for your flight
• Keep your bag-claim receipt until you have your bag
• A luggage tracker in the bag adds your own eyes, covered in its own guide

GOOD TO KNOW

The airline app's bag tracking and a small tracker in your suitcase do different jobs. The app
shows the airline's record; a tracker shows the bag's own location. Together they are
reassuring.

AIRPORT MAPS

25. Finding Your Way Around the Airport
Big airports can be bewildering, especially with a gate change and a short layover. Most

airline apps and many airport apps include a map that shows your gate, the restrooms, the

restaurants, and how to get between terminals. A quick look saves a lot of wandering.

Some maps even estimate the walking time from where you are to your gate, which is a

quiet comfort when a connection is tight. You will know whether you have time for a coffee

or need to keep moving.

TIP

When you reach a new gate, glance at the map for the nearest restroom and a place to sit
near your gate. A minute of looking makes a long wait more pleasant.

HOTEL AND CAR

26. Keeping Hotel and Car Bookings Handy
Flights get the most attention, but your hotel and rental car bookings deserve the same

care. Their confirmations hold the address, the check-in time, and a code you may need at

the desk. Keep them in the same trip home as your flight, so arriving somewhere new is

simple.
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• Save the hotel's name, address, and confirmation code
• Note the check-in and check-out times
• For a rental car, keep the pickup location and reservation code
• Many hotel and car companies have their own apps too
• Screenshot these so they work when you land with no signal

TIP

Have the hotel address saved so you can tap it straight into your maps app when you land.
Arriving tired in a new city is no time to be digging for an address.

TIME ZONES

27. Letting Your Phone Handle Time Zones
Crossing time zones can muddle even careful travelers. The happy news is that your

phone handles it for you. When flight times and events come from an app or the airline,

they adjust to the local time of each place, so a flight leaving at nine shows as nine where

that airport is.

This is one more reason to let apps add your trip to your calendar rather than typing times

by hand. The app knows the time zone; a hand-typed time might not, and that is how

people miss flights.

GOOD TO KNOW

Leave your phone's clock set to update automatically, and it will switch to local time when
you arrive. Then every time you see in your calendar and apps is the correct local time.

STATUS LIGHTS

28. Reading a Flight's Status at a Glance
Tracker apps use plain words and colors to tell you how a flight is doing. Learning the few

terms means you can read your flight's state in a single glance. There is nothing

complicated to memorize.

• On Time means it is running to schedule
• Delayed shows a new, later time to expect
• Boarding means passengers are getting on now
• In Air or En Route means it has taken off
• Landed or Arrived means it is on the ground at the destination
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TIP

Green or 'On Time' is the word you want to see. If you ever see red or 'Delayed,' open the
app for the new time before you change your plans.

NOTIFICATIONS SETUP

29. Making Sure Alerts Actually Reach You
An alert only helps if it reaches you, and sometimes a phone is set to keep apps quiet. It is

worth a one-time check that your travel apps are allowed to send you notifications, so a

gate change does not sit silently while you sip your coffee.

1 Open your phone's Settings and find Notifications
2 Find your airline and tracker apps in the list
3 Make sure notifications are allowed for each
4 Allow sounds or banners so you actually notice them
5 Turn off any Do Not Disturb before a travel day

WATCH OUT

If your phone is in Do Not Disturb or silent mode, you may miss a delay alert. On a travel
day, let your phone speak up so you hear the news in time to act.

BATTERY MATTERS

30. Keep the Phone Charged on Travel Day
All of this depends on a phone with power. On a travel day your phone works hard, holding

your boarding pass, tracking your flight, and showing your maps. A dead phone at the gate

means no pass and no alerts, so a little charging care goes a long way.

• Start the day with a full charge
• Carry a small power bank, covered in its own guide
• Dim the screen and close apps you are not using to save battery
• Know where the charging outlets are near your gate
• Keep your boarding pass printed on paper as a backup

TIP

A small power bank in your carry-on is cheap insurance on a travel day. If your phone holds
your boarding pass, a dead battery is a problem worth preventing.
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ONE OR MANY APPS

31. How Many Apps Do You Really Need?
It is easy to go overboard and download a dozen travel apps you never open. Resist that.

For most trips, two things are plenty: your airline's app, and one place to keep

confirmations. Add a tracker only if you enjoy the early delay warnings.

• Must-have: your airline's app with alerts turned on
• Must-have: one tidy home for confirmations, app or email folder
• Nice extra: a flight tracker like FlightAware or Flighty
• Nice extra: the hotel or rental car company's own app
• Skip anything you will not actually use

GOOD TO KNOW

More apps do not make a smoother trip; a habit does. One reliable place for your bookings
beats five half-used apps every time.

KEEP IT ON THE HOME SCREEN

32. Keep Travel Apps Easy to Reach
An app only helps if you can find it quickly. Before a trip, move your airline app and your

organizer app to your phone's first home screen, where they are one tap away. The gate is

no place to go hunting through folders for an app.

It is also worth opening each one once before you leave, just to confirm you are signed in

and your trip shows up. A thirty-second check at home prevents a fumble at the airport.

TIP

Put your airline app and boarding pass where your thumb lands first. When they call your
group to board is not the moment to search for the right screen.

A TRAVEL-DAY ROUTINE

33. A Gentle Travel-Day Routine
The travelers who stay calm have a small routine they repeat every trip. None of it is hard;

it just becomes second nature, like checking for your keys before you leave the house.

1 The night before, check in and add your boarding pass to the Wallet
2 Confirm your flight is on time and note your gate and boarding time
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3 Make sure your confirmations are in your one trip home
4 Charge your phone fully overnight
5 On the way, keep an eye out for any delay or gate-change alert
6 At the airport, trust the newest alert and the airport screens

GOOD TO KNOW

Once this routine is a habit, a travel day stops feeling like a scramble. You already know
your gate, your pass is ready, and your phone will tell you if anything changes.

WHEN THINGS GO WRONG

34. When a Flight Is Delayed or Cancelled
Even with the best tools, flights get delayed and cancelled. Your apps turn that from a

panic into a plan. The moment you get the alert, you can start sorting out your next step

while others are still finding out.

1 Read the alert for the new time or the cancellation
2 Open the airline app to see your rebooking options
3 If it is cancelled, try rebooking in the app before the gate line forms
4 Call the airline or use its chat if the app cannot help
5 Let your family know your new plan using your shared itinerary

TIP

When a flight is cancelled, the app often lets you rebook faster than the growing line at the
gate. Try the app first, and keep the gate agent as your backup.

PRIVACY AND ACCOUNTS

35. Keeping Your Travel Accounts Safe
Your airline and travel apps hold personal details and sometimes a saved card, so they

deserve a good password and the extra login step. This is simple to set up and keeps your

trips and your frequent-flyer miles yours alone.

• Use a strong, unique password for each travel account
• Turn on the two-step login the airline offers
• Do not save travel passwords where others can see them
• Be wary of emails claiming a flight problem and asking you to sign in via a link
• Reach your airline through its real app, not a link in a message
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WATCH OUT

Scammers send fake delay and cancellation emails with links to steal your login. Your
airline app and the airport screens are the truth; a link in an email is not.

NO SMARTPHONE?

36. If You Would Rather Not Use Apps
Not everyone wants to live on a phone, and that is perfectly fine. You can still travel

smoothly with paper. Print your boarding pass and confirmations at home, write your flight

times on a card, and ask a family member to track your flight and call you with any news.

• Print your boarding pass and confirmations before you leave
• Write your flights, hotel, and times on a single card
• Ask a tech-comfortable relative to watch your flight for you
• Airport screens and gate agents will always have the latest word
• A phone call to the airline reaches a real person too

GOOD TO KNOW

Apps are a convenience, not a requirement. Millions traveled well on paper for decades,
and you still can. The apps simply give you earlier warning and less searching.

A WHOLE-TRIP VIEW

37. Seeing Your Whole Trip at a Glance
The reward for all this is a lovely feeling: opening one screen and seeing your entire trip

laid out in order. The flight, the drive, the hotel, the dinner, each with its time and address.

No searching, no second-guessing, just a clear picture of where you are going and when.

Whether that screen is TripIt, your calendar, or an email folder, the payoff is the same. You

travel knowing the plan is in one place and your phone will tap you on the shoulder if

anything changes.

TIP

A day or two before you leave, open your trip home and read it top to bottom once. It
catches anything missing while you still have time to fix it from your armchair.
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TRIP DOCUMENTS

38. Keeping Passports and IDs in Order
Alongside your bookings, a trip involves important documents: a driver's license, perhaps a

passport, insurance cards, and maybe a vaccination record. Keeping a photo of each on

your phone, tucked in the same trip album as your confirmations, means you can show

details or replace a lost document far more easily.

• Photograph your passport's main page and your driver's license
• Keep these photos in your private trip album, not posted anywhere
• A photo helps if a document is lost and needs replacing
• Carry the real documents too; a photo does not replace them
• For overseas trips, note your embassy's contact details

WATCH OUT

A photo of your passport is a convenience, not a substitute for the real thing. Keep the
genuine documents safe, and never post pictures of your ID where others can see them.

GROUND TRANSPORT

39. Trains, Shuttles, and Ride Apps
A trip rarely ends at the airport door. There is usually a train, a shuttle, or a ride to the hotel.

Keeping those bookings in your trip home, and knowing which app or counter you need,

makes the last leg as smooth as the flight. A little planning here saves tired, confused

moments after a long day of travel.

• Save any train or shuttle confirmation in your trip home
• Know whether your hotel offers a free airport shuttle
• Have your ride app set up and signed in before you travel
• Note the pickup spot for rides at your arrival airport
• Keep some cash for places where apps are not the norm

TIP

Set up and sign in to any ride or transit app at home, on your own Wi-Fi. Fumbling with a
new app and a password is the last thing you want after a long flight.
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WEATHER AT BOTH ENDS

40. Checking Weather Where You Land
Weather shapes a travel day more than almost anything, both where you take off and

where you land. A quick look at the forecast for your destination helps you pack and sets

your expectations. Weather also causes most delays, so a storm in a distant city can ripple

to your flight even on a sunny day at home.

Your phone's weather app can hold more than one city, so add your destination before you

go. Then a glance tells you whether to expect smooth skies or the kind of day where delays

are likely and patience helps.

GOOD TO KNOW

Bad weather far away can delay your flight even under clear skies at home, because the
same plane and crew may be stuck elsewhere. A forecast at both ends explains many a
mysterious delay.

LOYALTY PROGRAMS

41. Frequent-Flyer Numbers and Perks
If you fly an airline more than once in a while, its free loyalty program is worth joining. You

earn credit toward future trips, and your number, stored in the app, means your seat

preferences and details come along automatically each time. It costs nothing and quietly

makes each trip a little easier.

• Joining an airline's loyalty program is free
• Your number stores your preferences for every booking
• You earn credit toward future flights and perks
• Add the number to your airline app so it fills in by itself
• The same often applies to hotel and rental car programs

TIP

Enter your frequent-flyer number into your airline app once, and it attaches to your bookings
from then on. No need to dig it up at every counter.
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AFTER THE TRIP

42. Wrapping Up When You Get Home
A tidy trip has a tidy ending. When you get home, a couple of small habits keep your phone

uncluttered and ready for the next journey. It takes only a minute and spares you a muddle

of old passes and confirmations later.

• Delete expired boarding passes from your Wallet
• Keep your trip album of photos as a memento if you like
• File any receipts you need for expenses or taxes
• Leave your airline and organizer apps installed for next time
• Jot down anything you want to do differently on the next trip

GOOD TO KNOW

Old boarding passes linger in the Wallet long after a trip. Clearing them out keeps the pass
you need for your next flight easy to find.

YOUR CHECKLIST

43. Your Pre-Trip Organizing Checklist
Run through this a day or two before you travel and your trip is set up to run smoothly.

• Airline app installed, trip added, and alerts turned on
• A flight tracker added if you want earlier warnings
• Every confirmation gathered in one trip home
• Boarding pass checked in and saved to your phone's Wallet
• Screenshots of key confirmations saved for offline
• Itinerary shared with a family member
• Phone fully charged and a power bank packed

GOOD TO KNOW

Do this calm check at the kitchen table, not at the gate. A trip that is organized before you
leave stays organized when things get busy.
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WHEN TO CALL

44. When It Is Worth Calling Me
Setting up an airline app, a tracker, and one tidy place for your confirmations is quick work,

but it is far easier with someone sitting beside you the first time. If you would like help

getting your phone ready to track flights and keep a trip organized, that is exactly what I am

here for. I am Bill, I have more than thirty years of professional experience, and I serve

folks right here in Portage County.

• Call or text Bill at (330) 200-8042
• First in-home visit is a flat $99, with a 30-day follow-up included
• Remote screen-share help is $49 if you would rather not have a visit
• My phone and chat helper, Sophie, can answer quick questions any time

TIP

I can set up your airline app, turn on delay and gate alerts, and build you one simple trip
folder in a single visit, then walk you through it with your own upcoming trip. You leave
ready to travel with the whole plan in your pocket.

CHEAT SHEET

Everyday Cheat Sheet
Keep this page handy for your trip. It is the short answer to tracking your flight and keeping

everything organized.

• Download your airline's app, add your trip, and turn on alerts
• For earlier delay warnings, add FlightAware (any phone) or Flighty (iPhone)
• Keep every confirmation in one place: TripIt, an email folder, or your calendar
• TripIt tip: forward confirmations to plans@tripit.com and it builds your itinerary
• Check in the night before and add your boarding pass to the Wallet
• Screenshot key confirmations so they work with no signal
• Share your flights, hotel, and dates with a family member
• Charge your phone fully and pack a power bank for travel day
• Trust the newest alert and the airport screens over an older note
• Get help: call Bill at (330) 200-8042
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AT A GLANCE

A Picture to Follow Along

Where to Keep Your Trip
Pick the one home that you will actually keep up.

TripIt

Forward emails to it

Builds a day-by-day plan

Free, works offline once
opened

Email Folder

One folder per trip

Move confirmations in

Familiar and simple

Calendar

Each booking as an event

Shows your day in order

Handles time zones for
you
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AT A GLANCE

A Second Look

Setting Up a Trip, Step by Step
A little setup at home makes travel day calm.

1 Install the airline app and add your trip
↓
2 Turn on delay and gate-change alerts
↓
3 Gather confirmations in one trip home
↓
4 Check in and save the boarding pass to Wallet
↓
5 Share the itinerary with family
↓
6 Screenshot confirmations for offline use

BEFORE YOU GO

A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill. I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do

my best to keep every step accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a

bit different, so I can't promise a guide will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem.

These guides are for general information only — they're not professional, legal, or financial

advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or the manufacturer's instructions.

Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here at your own risk. If a

step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or climbing a ladder

— or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional (or give

me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that results.
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HOW I CAN HELP

Your Visit — and My Promise
In-home visit — $99 flat for your first visit. No contracts and no surprise charges, and a

30-day follow-up is included.

Remote Support — $49 for a screen-share session. I only connect with your permission, you

watch the whole time, and you can end anytime. If I can't fix it over the screen-share, I refund

the $49 — and if it turns out you need me in person, that $49 goes toward your visit. It's

included free for Support Plan members ($39/mo).

GOOD TO KNOW

My promise — If you're not 100% satisfied with your visit, I'll come back at no charge, or
refund the full $99. No questions, no awkwardness. That's how I'd want to be treated.

Call or text (330) 200-8042 · Book a visit: billshometech.com/book · bill@billshometech.com

This free guide is for general information only — not professional advice, and no substitute for your device's own manual. Any prices
or outside products mentioned can change; please confirm current details before you buy. Please use your own good judgment and
follow it at your own risk — for anything involving electricity, gas, water, or heights, stop and call a licensed professional. Bill's Home

Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any damage, data loss, or injury that results. © 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC.


