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★ Read this first — you really can't break anything

Before we start, a promise: you cannot break anything just by reading, looking, or

trying a setting. Screens, keyboards, and cables are made to be plugged and

unplugged, and almost anything you change can be changed right back. Go at your

own pace, skip to the page you need, and if you ever feel stuck, that is exactly what I

am here for — there is no such thing as a silly question. A tidy nest of cords isn't just

nicer to look at — it's safer, cooler, and far easier to fix when something needs

unplugging. That's the whole goal here.

Let's tame the tangle under your desk
The mess of cords behind a computer is one of those jobs everyone puts off. It's

also one of the most satisfying to finish — and a few simple safety habits make it

worth doing right.

I'm Bill, and I run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. I've spent 30+ years helping

folks get comfortable with the gear in their homes, patiently and in plain language. Think of

this as me sitting at your kitchen table, helping you sort it out one cord at a time.

Most of this you can do yourself with a few dollars of clips and labels. There are just a handful

of safety rules that really matter — around trip hazards, power strips, and heat — and I'll flag

those clearly as we go. Anything inside the walls, we leave to a licensed electrician.

★ No special skills needed

If you can unplug a lamp, you can do most of this. And if a tangle has you stumped or

you're not sure something's safe, call or text me at (330) 200-8042 — that's exactly

what I'm here for.
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The whole guide, on one page
If you remember only these things, your cords will be tidier and, more importantly,

safer.

❑ Unplug and sort first, so you can see what you've got before you tidy.

❑ Label both ends of each cord, so you never have to trace a tangle again.

❑ Bundle and route cords up off the floor with clips, so nothing is walked on or tripped over.

❑ Give power bricks and adapters room to breathe — never bury them where heat can build

up.

❑ Don't overload a power strip or plug one strip into another; use a single good strip rated

for your gear.

❑ Never run a cord under a rug or where it's stepped on, and keep anything inside the walls

for a licensed electrician.

✔ One idea to hold onto

Tidy is the bonus; safe is the point. The same habits that make cords neat — off the

floor, not overloaded, not buried — are the ones that keep them from tripping someone

or overheating.



WHY BOTHER BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 4 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

Why a tangle is worth fixing
It's not just about looks. A nest of cords causes real, everyday trouble that's easy to

prevent.

• Trip hazards: cords snaking across a floor catch feet, chair wheels, and vacuum cleaners

— a leading cause of falls at home.

• Heat: power bricks and adapters warm up in use, and a pile of cords on top of them traps

that heat where it shouldn't build.

• Guesswork: when every cord looks alike, unplugging the right one becomes a

nerve-wracking lucky dip.

• Strain and wear: cords pulled tight or bent sharply wear out and can pull devices off the

desk.

Fix the tangle once, with a little care, and you solve all four at the same time. The rest of this

guide shows you how, step by calm step.

✔ Tidy once, benefit for years

A couple of unhurried hours spent sorting and labeling pays you back every time you

add a device, move the desk, or need to unplug something in a hurry.
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The big safety one: trip hazards
Of all the reasons to tidy cords, this is the one that can cause a real injury. It

deserves a page of its own.

A cord that crosses a walkway, even a little, is a fall waiting to happen — and falls are serious,

especially as we get older. The goal is simple: no cord should ever lie where a foot, a cane, a

walker, or a chair wheel travels.

Route cords along the wall, under the desk, or up off the floor with clips, so they never cross

open space. If a cord truly must span a walkway, that's a sign the device is in the wrong spot

or needs a different outlet — not a reason to tape a cord across the floor and hope.

! Never run a cord under a rug or across a walkway

A cord hidden under a rug is both a trip hazard and a fire risk — foot traffic wears

through the insulation and the trapped heat has nowhere to go. Never run a cord under

a rug, across a doorway, or anywhere it's stepped on. Reroute it along the wall or move

the device closer to an outlet instead.
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Using a power strip safely
A good power strip is the heart of a tidy desk — and the place where a few safety

rules matter most.

A quality power strip gives you one tidy place to plug everything in, ideally one with its own

on-off switch so you can cut power to the whole desk at once. A strip with surge protection

also guards your gear against power spikes. Mount or set it up off the floor where you can

reach the switch and see the little light.

The golden rule is not to ask a strip to do more than it's built for. Every strip has a limit, and

big-draw appliances — space heaters, microwaves, and the like — have no business sharing

it with a computer.

! Don't overload or daisy-chain strips

Never plug one power strip into another (that's called daisy-chaining) and never load a

strip past its rating — both can overheat and start a fire. Keep high-draw appliances

like space heaters off your computer strip entirely. If you're short on outlets, that's a job

for a licensed electrician, not a chain of strips.
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Give the power bricks room to breathe
Those chunky boxes on your cords — power bricks and adapters — do real work

and get warm. They need a little air.

A power brick turns the wall's power into what your device needs, and that job produces heat.

In the open, it sheds that heat harmlessly. Buried under a pile of cords, stuffed in a closed

box, or wrapped in its own cable, the heat has nowhere to go and the brick runs hot.

So when you bundle cords, leave the bricks sitting out in open air, not in the middle of the

bundle. If you use a cable box or tray to hide a power strip, make sure it has openings for air

and don't cram it full. A brick that's too hot to hold comfortably is telling you it needs more

room.

! A hot brick needs air, not burial

If a power brick or adapter is uncomfortably hot, give it space and airflow right away —

don't pile cords or soft furnishings on top. Persistent overheating, a burning smell, or

any scorching means unplug it and stop using it until it's checked or replaced.
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Label both ends of every cord
This single habit saves more frustration than anything else here. Do it once and you

never trace a tangle again.

When every black cord looks identical, unplugging the right one is a gamble — and a scary

one when it's behind a running computer. A small label near each plug end, naming what it

belongs to, turns that gamble into a glance.

You don't need anything fancy. A loop of masking tape with the name written on it, a

bread-bag tag, or inexpensive wrap-around cable labels all work. Label both ends — the end

at the device and the end at the power strip — so you can follow a cord from either direction.

✔ Write what it is, not where it goes

Label a cord 'monitor' or 'printer,' not 'top left socket' — names stay true even after you

rearrange things. Snap a photo of the finished, labeled setup too; it's a handy map

later.
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Routing and bundling the cords
With everything labeled, you can gather the cords into neat runs that stay off the

floor and out of the way.

• Group by direction: cords heading to the same place travel together in one gentle bundle.

• Lift them off the floor: adhesive clips along the desk leg or underside keep runs up where

no foot can reach.

• Leave gentle slack: never pull a cord drum-tight; a small loop lets you move the device

and saves wear.

• Keep the bricks out: bundle the thin cords, but leave the warm bricks sitting in open air.

• Don't bind too tight: a loose sleeve or hook-and-loop strap beats a hard zip tie cinched

down on the insulation.

✔ A tray under the desk is a game-changer

A simple wire tray or basket screwed under the desktop holds the power strip and the

slack up off the floor. Everything hides, nothing is walked on, and the bricks still get air.
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The cheap tools that do the job
You don't need a kit. A few inexpensive bits, most from any hardware or dollar

store, cover almost everything.

• Adhesive cable clips: little saddles that stick to the desk and hold a cord run up off the

floor.

• Hook-and-loop straps: reusable ties that bundle cords gently and open again when you

add a device.

• A cable sleeve: a soft wrap or split tube that gathers several cords into one neat run.

• Labels: wrap-around cable tags, or just masking tape and a pen.

• A switched power strip: one good strip with an on-off switch — ideally with surge

protection — as the hub for the whole desk.

✔ Skip the hard zip ties

Permanent zip ties look tidy but fight you every time you change something, and

cinched too hard they bite into a cord. Reusable straps cost a little more and save a lot

of snipping.
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Two ways people come to this
A cord cleanup happens two ways: by the person at the desk, and by an adult child

or helper tidying and safety-checking a parent's setup. The steps are the same; the

focus shifts a little.

If you're setting this up for yourself

You know your desk and what plugs in where — use that. Your aim is a setup that's tidy,

labeled, and above all free of anything you could trip on.

• Unplug, sort, and label both ends before you bundle anything.

• Get every cord up off the floor and out of your walking path.

• Use one good switched strip — never a chain of strips.

• Leave the warm power bricks out in the open air.

If you're setting it up for a parent or loved one

You're tidying and safety-checking the setup for Mom or Dad, often on a visit. Make trip

hazards and overloads your first priority, then tidy.

• Walk their path first and clear any cord that crosses where they step.

• Check for daisy-chained strips or an overloaded outlet and fix it.

• Feel the power bricks — if any are buried and hot, free them up.

• Label the cords and photograph the result so it's easy to help later.

★ Tidying up a parent's desk?

I'm glad to help you make it tidy and, more importantly, safe — no trip hazards, no

overloaded strips, nothing overheating. Tell me what's plugged in and I'll guide you, or

I'll come sort it in person. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Start by sorting, not tidying
The secret to an easy cleanup is to see what you've got first. Resist the urge to just

bundle the mess as-is.

Shut the computer down and switch off the power strip. Then unplug the cords one at a time,

and as you do, lay them out and label each one. You'll likely find a cord or two plugged into

nothing — leftovers from gear long gone — that you can simply remove.

With everything unplugged and labeled, you can clean the dusty floor and desk, plan where

each run should go, and plug things back in deliberately. A tidy-up done this way takes an

hour and lasts for years; bundling a live tangle just moves the mess around.

✔ Dust while you're down there

Dust loves to gather in a cord nest and around warm bricks, where it traps heat. With

everything unplugged, a quick vacuum or wipe of the floor and the bricks is the perfect

moment well spent.
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Plugging back in, the tidy way
Reassemble in a calm order and the result stays neat and safe with no fuss.

• 1. Place the power strip first, up off the floor on a tray or hook, switch and light where you

can see them.

• 2. Plug in the warm bricks so they sit out in open air, not buried in the coming bundle.

• 3. Run each cord along the wall or desk, clipped up off the floor, with a little gentle slack.

• 4. Bundle the thin cords loosely with reusable straps or a sleeve, leaving the bricks

exposed.

• 5. Switch on and test each device, then do a final walk to make sure nothing crosses your

path.

★ Happy to do this with you

A full cord cleanup — sorted, labeled, safe, and tidy — is one of my favorite little jobs

because the before-and-after is so satisfying. I'm glad to tackle it on a visit. Call (330)

200-8042.
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Cords for a desk that moves
If you have a sit-stand desk, or might get one, your cords need a little extra slack

and a plan, because the whole desk travels.

When the desk rises, every cord plugged into it gets pulled upward. Mount the power strip to

the desk itself, gather the cords with enough slack to reach full height without pulling tight, and

clip the bundle so it pays out smoothly as the desk moves.

Raise the desk all the way as a test and watch for any cord that lifts a device or pulls a plug.

Then lower it fully and check nothing drags or snags underneath. Our guide to sit-stand desks

and monitor arms covers choosing and setting up a moving desk in full.

✔ Test at both heights

A moving desk needs a cleanup that works at its lowest and its highest. Check both

before you call it done, so a cord never yanks tight or drags on the floor.
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Outlets, extension cords, and the wall
Tidying cords sometimes bumps into the question of where the power comes from.

Here's where to stop and call a pro.

A proper power strip at the desk is fine. A long, thin extension cord run across a room as a

permanent fix is not — it's a trip and heat risk, and a sign you need an outlet closer to the

desk. Occasional, short, properly rated extension use is one thing; a permanent run snaking

through the house is a job for an electrician.

Likewise, anything that means opening the wall, adding an outlet, or touching the house

wiring is not a do-it-yourself tidy-up. That's licensed electrical work, full stop. I'm glad to help

you line up a trustworthy local electrician for it.

! Inside the wall is an electrician's job

Never try to add an outlet, rewire, or open up the house wiring yourself to tidy cords —

it's dangerous and often against code. If the fix needs a new outlet or anything in the

walls, call a licensed electrician. A power strip and good routing handle everything on

the desk side safely.
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Common mistakes people make
A few habits turn a tidy-up risky or short-lived. Now you'll avoid them.

• Running a cord under a rug to hide it — a trip and fire risk, never worth it.

• Daisy-chaining power strips or overloading one, which can overheat.

• Burying the power bricks in the middle of a tight bundle, trapping their heat.

• Cinching cords with hard zip ties so tight they bite the insulation.

• Skipping the labels, so the next cleanup starts from scratch.

! The hidden cord is the dangerous one

The tidy that goes wrong is almost always a cord hidden where it shouldn't be — under

a rug, across a walkway, or buried on a hot brick. Out of sight there means out of

safety. Keep cords visible, off the floor, and off walkways.
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Keeping it tidy as things change
A cleanup lasts if adding the next device is easy. A little planning keeps the tangle

from creeping back.

• Leave a spare clip or two and a free outlet on the strip, so the next gadget has a tidy

home ready.

• Label new cords the moment you add them, before they vanish into the bundle.

• Re-check the bricks now and then to be sure none has been buried or gotten hot.

• Revisit the floor after rearranging furniture, in case a cord now crosses a new path.

✔ Reusable straps make future-you's life easy

Because you bundled with reusable straps, not permanent ties, adding or swapping a

device is a two-minute job — open the strap, slide the new cord in, label it, done.
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The same tricks work behind the TV
The desk isn't the only cord nest in the house. Everything here works just as well

behind the television or the router.

A media stand or TV wall is often an even bigger tangle than a desk, with the same risks:

trapped heat behind a closed cabinet, a forest of identical black cords, and a power strip

quietly overloaded. The same routine — unplug, label, route off the surface, keep bricks in air,

one good strip — tames it the same way.

Behind a TV, pay special mind to airflow: a closed cabinet full of warm gear and bricks can

run hot. Leave gaps, don't cram, and make sure any cabinet doors aren't sealing the heat in.

✔ One routine, every nest

Once you've learned the steps at the desk, you can tame any cord pile in the house

with the same calm order. The router shelf, the TV stand, the bedside charger heap —

all the same.
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Cords, pets, and little ones
If pets or grandchildren share your home, a few extra touches keep cords safe from

curious mouths and hands.

A dangling or chewable cord is a hazard to a pet or a small child, and a yanked cord can pull a

device off the desk onto someone. Getting cords up off the floor and bundled solves most of

this at a stroke; a firm sleeve over a tempting cord adds another layer.

Keep the power strip and its switch up out of easy reach of little hands, and tuck any unused

outlet away. The tidying you've already done for trip safety does double duty here.

✔ Up and out of reach solves most of it

The single best move for pets and kids is the same as for trip safety: get cords off the

floor and gathered. What they can't reach, they can't chew or pull.
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Questions to ask before you start
A few plain questions make the whole job go smoothly and safely.

Q: Does any cord cross where I walk?

If yes, that's the first thing to fix — reroute it along the wall or move the device. Never tape it

down or hide it under a rug.

Q: Is anything plugged into a second power strip?

If one strip feeds another, unplug the chain. Use a single strip rated for your gear; if you're out

of outlets, call an electrician.

Q: Are any power bricks hot or buried?

Free them into open air. A brick that's too hot to hold comfortably needs room to breathe, not

a pile of cords on top.

Q: Can I tell which cord is which?

If not, label both ends of each one before you bundle. It's the step that saves you every time

after.

✔ There's no silly question

If you're ever unsure whether something's safe — a warm brick, a full strip, an outlet

that sparks — stop and ask. A quick question beats a risk, every time.
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Keeping it safe over time
A tidy, safe setup stays that way with a glance now and then. A few easy habits

keep it honest.

• Walk the path every so often, especially after moving furniture, to catch a cord that's

drifted into the open.

• Feel the bricks and strip occasionally; warm is normal, hot is a signal to give them air.

• Don't let the strip creep toward overload as you add gadgets — retire what you no longer

use.

• Replace any cord that's cracked, frayed, or warm along its length, rather than taping it.

! A damaged cord is not a repair job

A frayed, cracked, or scorched cord, or one warm along its length, should be retired,

not taped. Tape hides damage, it doesn't fix it. Replace the cord, and if the damage is

to house wiring or an outlet, call a licensed electrician.
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Common Questions
The questions I hear most from folks tidying the cords under the desk, answered

plainly.

Q: Is it OK to plug one power strip into another?

No — daisy-chaining strips can overheat and start a fire. Use a single strip rated for your gear.

If you've run out of outlets, that's a job for a licensed electrician, not another strip.

Q: Can I run a cord under a rug to hide it?

Please don't. Foot traffic wears through the insulation and the trapped heat has nowhere to go

— it's both a trip and a fire risk. Route it along the wall or move the device closer to an outlet.

Q: My power brick gets warm — is that a problem?

Warm is normal; bricks produce heat doing their job. The trouble is burying one so the heat

can't escape. Leave bricks in open air. If one is too hot to hold or smells of burning, unplug it.

Q: What's the easiest first step?

Unplug and label both ends of every cord before you bundle anything. Seeing what you've got

turns a scary tangle into a simple sorting job.

★ Want a hand taming the tangle?

A cord cleanup is one of the most satisfying little jobs I do, and I'll make sure it's safe

as well as tidy — no trip hazards, no overloads. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042.
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You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

I hope this guide made taming the cords under your desk feel a little less daunting and a lot

more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back to a page

whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what I do. I come to your home, work at your

pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the

parts that don't need me on-site I can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit

comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. For anything that calls for licensed electrical

work, I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

★ Bill's Home Tech — real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all

of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever

not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help -- I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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