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Taking cards at the farm stand
More and more folks simply don't carry cash anymore. If your farm stand only takes

bills and coins, you're quietly turning away the customer who pulls up, wants a

dozen ears of corn, and finds their wallet empty of paper. The good news: taking a

card or a phone payment at a little stand is easier and cheaper than it's ever been.

I'm Bill, and I run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. For 30-plus years I've

helped folks make technology behave — and lately that includes a lot of small growers who

want to make it easy for customers to pay. This guide is me pulling up a chair at your stand

and walking through the simple options, with no jargon and no pressure.

We'll look at three low-cost ways to get paid without cash: a little card reader that works with a

phone or tablet, a printed QR code a customer scans to pay, and the modern honor box that

pairs a cash can with a scan-to- pay sign. None of them is complicated, and you can start with

whichever fits how your stand runs.

★ No wrong question here

If you'd just like someone to help you pick the simplest way to start taking cards and

get it working, that's exactly what I do. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042 — I don't sell

the gear or take a cut, so the advice is just advice.
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The whole guide, on one page
If you remember only these things, you already understand your choices.

❑ A small card reader pairs with a phone or tablet and lets customers tap or insert a card at

a staffed stand.

❑ A printed QR code lets a customer scan with their phone and pay through a payment app

— no reader needed.

❑ The modern honor box is a scan-to-pay sign alongside a cash can, for a stand nobody's

tending.

❑ Any of these needs a little phone or internet signal at the stand to work.

❑ A card processor charges a small fee per sale and has terms — rates and fees vary, so

check current terms.

❑ Keep it secure: don't leave a tablet out overnight, and keep the cash box light.

✔ Start with how your stand runs

Is someone there to take money, or is it self-serve? That one answer points you

straight at the right choice — a reader for a staffed stand, a QR code or honor box for a

self-serve one.
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Why it's worth taking cards at all
Let's start with the plain business case, because it's stronger than most growers

expect.

The simple truth is that a customer who wants to buy from you and can't pay the way they

carry money is a sale you just lost. A lot of people — especially younger ones — genuinely

don't carry cash. They'll happily buy your tomatoes if they can tap a card or scan a code, and

drive on by if they can't. Every one of those is money left in the field.

There's a quieter benefit too. When people aren't limited to the cash in their pocket, they tend

to buy a little more — the extra jar of honey, the second pie. And a card sale lands in your

account with a clear record, which makes your bookkeeping at season's end a good deal

simpler than counting a coffee can of crumpled bills.

None of this means giving up cash. Plenty of your customers will still pay with it, and you

should keep taking it. The goal is just to stop turning away the ones who won't — to meet

every customer the way they want to pay.

✔ Keep taking cash too

Adding cards doesn't mean dropping cash. The friendliest stands take both, so

nobody's ever stuck. Think of a card option as one more open door, not a replacement

for the one you've got.
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Option one: a little card reader
If there's usually someone minding the stand, a small card reader is the most

familiar way to get paid — it works just like the ones you've used in town.

A card reader is a small device — about the size of a deck of cards — that you get from a

reputable payment company. It pairs with your phone or a tablet, and the customer either taps

their card or phone against it or slides the chip in. The money goes into the account you set

up, and both of you get a receipt if you want one.

Setting one up means downloading the company's app, creating an account, and pairing the

little reader — a one-time job that's about as hard as setting up a new phone. Once it's going,

taking a payment is a matter of typing in the amount and letting the customer tap. Most folks

get the hang of it in an afternoon.

This is the right pick when someone's there to run it. It handles the customer who has only a

card, keeps a tidy record of every sale, and feels familiar to anyone who's bought a coffee in

the last few years.

✔ A phone you already own may be enough

You often don't need to buy a tablet. The reader will usually pair with the phone that's

already in your pocket, which keeps the cost of getting started about as low as it goes.
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Option two: a printed QR code
This is the one that surprises people with how simple it is — a printed square of

pattern, and no device of yours to buy or charge.

A QR code is that little square of black-and-white pattern you've seen on menus and signs.

You set up an account with a tap-to-pay app, it gives you your own code, and you print it big

and clear on a sign. A customer points their phone camera at it, their phone opens the

payment, they type the amount, and it's done. The money lands in your account.

The beauty of it is that there's nothing of yours to power, pair, or leave out in the weather —

just a printed sign. The customer uses their own phone to do all the work. That makes a QR

code a natural fit for a stand that isn't always staffed, and a fine backup even at one that is.

The one thing to get right is making it easy for the customer. A big, clear sign, a short line of

instructions — scan here to pay — and the amount for common items spelled out so there's

no guesswork. Keep the sign clean and under cover so it stays readable through the season.

✔ Print a spare

A QR sign lives outdoors and takes some weather. Print a couple, laminate them or

slip them behind clear plastic, and keep a spare in the truck. A faded or peeling code is

a code that won't scan.
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Option three: the modern honor box
The honor box is an old country tradition, and it's had a quiet modern upgrade that

lets it take more than cash.

For generations, an unattended stand meant a cash can and a sign asking folks to leave what

they owe. It still works, and it still rests on the same honesty it always did. The modern version

simply adds a scan-to-pay sign right next to the can — a QR code — so the customer who

has no cash can still pay with their phone instead of driving off.

So the stand offers both: drop your bills in the box, or scan the code and pay from your phone,

whichever you've got. You're there in neither case, and the stand keeps earning while you're

out working the rest of the place. It's the same trust-based setup, just meeting today's

customers where they are.

A self-serve stand leans even harder on a clear, simple sign. Spell out the prices, show the

code big, and say plainly how to pay both ways. The easier you make it, the more honest

payments you'll get — most folks want to do right if you don't make them puzzle over how.

✔ Signs do the talking

At an unattended stand, your sign is your cashier. Clear prices, a big scan-to-pay code,

and a friendly line of thanks do more for your take than anything fancier. Make it

readable from a truck window.
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All of these need a little signal
Here's the one practical thing every option shares: the stand needs some phone or

internet signal to make a card or app payment go through.

A card reader, a QR code, a scan-to-pay honor box — all of them send the payment over the

internet to clear it. For a staffed stand, that often rides on the phone in your pocket. For a

self-serve stand, it's the customer's phone doing the sending. Either way, if there's no signal

at the stand, the payment can't go through.

Out at the end of a long driveway or down a country road, that's not always a given. Before

you count on cards, stand where the stand is and check whether a phone shows a usable

signal there. If it's weak or missing, that's a fixable problem — but it's one to sort out first.

✔ Cross-reference: getting signal to the stand

If your stand sits where the signal is thin, there are honest ways to carry internet out to

it or boost a weak cell signal. My guides Internet to the Barn or Shop, Cameras Where

There's No Wi-Fi, and Cell Boosters for Farms and Metal Buildings all speak to getting

signal where you need it.
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What it costs to take a card
Let's be straight about the one cost that comes with card payments, and just as

straight about what I can and can't tell you.

When you take a card or an app payment, the payment company keeps a small slice of each

sale as its fee. That's how these services make their money, and it's normal — the

convenience of getting paid without cash costs a little. Some setups also have other terms,

like how quickly the money reaches your account.

I won't quote you a percentage, because these rates and fees vary from company to company

and they change over time. Anyone who tells you an exact number without checking the

current terms is guessing. The honest move is to read the company's current terms yourself

before you sign up, so you know exactly what each sale costs you.

For a small stand, the fee per sale is usually modest, and the real question isn't the fee — it's

whether taking cards brings in sales you'd otherwise lose entirely. A small cut of a sale you

make beats the whole of a sale that drove away.

! Read the terms before you commit

Before you sign up with any payment company, read its current rates, fees, and terms

— what it takes per sale, any monthly cost, and how fast you get paid. They vary and

they change, so check them for yourself rather than trusting a number from a neighbor

or from me.
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Keeping it simple for the customer
The stands that do well with cards are the ones that make paying effortless. A

confused customer is a lost sale, so simplicity is the goal.

Whatever method you pick, the customer should be able to figure out how to pay in about

three seconds without asking. That means clear prices, a big obvious code or reader, and

plain words — tap here, or scan to pay. Skip anything that makes someone stop and puzzle;

every bit of friction costs you a few sales.

It helps to price things in round, simple numbers and to spell out the common ones on the

sign. The fewer decisions a customer has to make at the stand, the smoother the sale goes —

for them and for you. And a friendly line of thanks never hurts; a stand that feels welcoming

gets more repeat stops.

✔ Test it like a stranger

Before the season opens, hand your setup to a friend who's never seen it and say

nothing. If they can pay without a single question, you've got it right. If they hesitate,

that's exactly where to simplify.
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Two kinds of places, two sets of needs
The right way to take cards depends a lot on whether someone's tending the stand

and how much you sell in a day.

If your place is close to town

A stand near town often sees steady foot traffic and may be staffed on busy days. Signal is

usually good, and you can lean toward whatever's handiest.

• A card reader shines when someone's there on a busy Saturday to run it.

• A QR code on the counter is a fine, cheap backup for the cash-free customer.

• Good signal near town means payments clear quickly and smoothly.

• Keep the reader or tablet with you — don't leave it out when you step away.

If you're out on acreage or a working farm

A farm stand out on a rural road is often self-serve while you work the land, and the signal

may be thinner. That tilts things toward the honor box and simple, rugged options.

• A scan-to-pay honor box keeps earning while you're off in the field.

• A printed QR sign has nothing to charge, pair, or leave out overnight.

• Check the signal at the stand first — a thin signal is worth fixing before you rely on cards.

• Keep the cash can light and empty it often; an unattended box shouldn't tempt anyone.

★ Not sure which fits your stand?

Tell me whether your stand is staffed or self-serve, how much you sell, and what the

signal's like out there, and I'll help you pick the simplest way to start taking cards. Call

(330) 200-8042.
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Protecting the device and the money
A little common sense keeps your gear and your payment information safe. None of

this is hard — it's just worth doing from day one.

The first rule is simple: don't leave a tablet, a reader, or a phone out at the stand overnight.

Bring the device in with you when you close up. It's too easy to walk off, too tempting to a

passerby, and too costly to replace. A printed QR sign can stay; a powered device should

come home.

Keep the cash box light, too. An unattended honor box shouldn't hold much at any one time

— empty it often and keep the day's take small enough that it's never worth anyone's trouble.

The card and app payments land in your account automatically, so there's no cash pile

building up there to worry about.

! Guard your payment login

Your payment account is where your money lives, so treat its password the way you'd

treat a key to the till. Use a strong one, don't share it, and be wary of any email or call

claiming to be from the payment company asking you to 'verify' it — that's a common

trick. When in doubt, go to the company's real app or site yourself, don't follow a link.
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How the money reaches you
A fair question every grower asks: once a customer taps or scans, where does the

money actually go, and when do I see it?

When a card or app payment clears, the money goes into the account you linked when you

set up the service — usually a bank account. You don't handle it by hand the way you do

cash; it simply arrives. The app keeps a running record of every sale, which is a quiet gift

come tax time.

How fast it lands varies by company and by the plan you choose — some move it in a day or

two, some offer faster options. That's part of the terms worth reading up front. The steady

record of sales, though, is the same across all of them, and it beats reconstructing a season

from a coffee can.

✔ Let it do your bookkeeping

One of the nicest side effects of taking cards is the automatic record. At season's end

you've got a clear list of what sold and when, instead of guessing from the cash. Lean

on that — it's doing real work for you.
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Weather, power, and the great outdoors
A farm stand lives outside, and the way you take payments has to live out there

with it. A little planning keeps things running in the heat and the rain.

A printed QR sign is the easy one — put it under cover so it doesn't fade or peel, and it'll take

the season in stride. A powered device is fussier: screens wash out in bright sun, batteries

drain faster in the cold, and nothing electronic loves a downpour. Keep any device shaded,

charged, and sheltered.

If your stand is staffed, the simplest answer is that the device lives with the person — out

when you're selling, away when you're not. For a self-serve stand, favor the QR sign and the

honor box precisely because they shrug off the weather in a way a tablet left on a shelf never

will.

✔ Sun is the sneaky enemy

Direct summer sun can wash out a screen so you can't read it and cook a battery over

an afternoon. A little shade — a roof over the stand, the device turned from the glare —

solves most of it.
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Getting started, step by step
Starting out is less work than it sounds. Here's the honest order of it, so nothing

catches you off guard.

• Check the signal at the stand — stand where it'll be and make sure a phone shows a

usable signal.

• Pick a reputable payment company and read its current rates, fees, and terms before

you sign up.

• Set up the account — download the app, create the account, and link your bank.

• Get your tool — pair the little reader, or print your QR code big and clear on a sign.

• Make the sign simple — clear prices, plain how-to-pay words, and a word of thanks.

• Do a test sale on yourself to see the whole thing work end to end before a customer ever

tries it.

★ I'll walk you through the setup

Setting up the account and pairing a reader is the part folks find fiddly. I can sit with you

and get it going — in person on a $99 visit, or often right on your screen for $49. Call or

text (330) 200-8042.
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Common mistakes to sidestep
A handful of avoidable slip-ups trip up most first-time stands. Now you'll see them

coming.

• Not checking the signal first — setting it all up and then finding payments won't clear out

at the stand.

• A cluttered or confusing sign that makes a customer puzzle over how to pay instead of

just paying.

• Leaving a device out overnight, where it can walk off or take the weather.

• Not reading the terms, then being surprised by the per-sale fee or how slowly the money

arrives.

• Dropping cash entirely — plenty of customers still carry it, so keep taking both.

! The one that costs sales quietly

A confusing sign loses you money you never see — the customer just drives off, and

you never know they were there. Spend your effort making the sign dead simple; it's

the cheapest improvement you can make.
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A simple planning checklist
Walk through these before you open the stand for the season. Each one points you

toward a smoother start.

❑ I know whether my stand is staffed or self-serve.

❑ I've checked there's a usable phone or internet signal at the stand.

❑ I've picked a reputable payment company and read its current terms.

❑ I've set up the account and linked it to my bank.

❑ I've got my reader paired, or my QR code printed big and clear.

❑ My sign shows prices and how to pay, in plain words.

❑ I've done a test sale to make sure the whole thing works.

❑ I have a plan to bring devices in and keep the cash box light.

★ Bring me the answers

Fill in those blanks and you've done the hard part. Send them my way and I'll help you

get set up and taking cards in time for the season. Call or text (330) 200-8042.
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If it's seasonal or you travel to markets
Not every stand sits in one spot all year. If you only sell for a season or haul your

goods to a farmers market, a few things shift.

A little card reader that pairs with your phone is the traveler's friend — it fits in a pocket and

goes wherever you sell, from your own stand to a market stall three towns over. The same

account and the same phone work in both places, so you set it up once and take it with you.

A QR code travels just as well, since it's only a printed sign. If you sell at markets, bring both:

the reader for the customer who wants to tap a card, the code for the one who'd rather use

their phone app. Between them you'll rarely meet a customer you can't serve.

✔ One account, many places

You don't need a separate setup for every market you work. One payment account and

the phone in your pocket cover them all — a real convenience when you're selling in a

different spot each weekend.
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Keeping it working through the season
Once you're taking cards, a little habit keeps it dependable. None of this is hard; it's

just worth doing.

Keep the app on your phone or tablet up to date, keep the device charged, and glance at your

account now and then to make sure sales are landing where they should. If a QR sign starts

looking faded or scuffed, swap in the spare you printed — a code that won't scan is a sale

lost.

Now and again, run a small test sale on yourself, especially after any update or at the start of

a new season. It takes a minute and tells you the whole chain still works, from the customer's

tap to the money in your account. Far better to find a snag on a quiet morning than on a busy

Saturday.

✔ A quick weekly glance

Once a week, open the app and make sure the week's sales are there and the device

is charged and updated. A two-minute habit keeps a small glitch from becoming a lost

weekend of sales.
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What to do yourself, and when to call
Most of this you can handle. A couple of parts are worth a hand, and knowing which

is which saves you a frustrating afternoon.

Picking a company, reading the terms, and running the stand day to day are all yours to do —

and you'll be the expert on your own prices and customers in no time. The fiddly bits where

folks get stuck are the first setup: creating the account, linking the bank, pairing the reader,

and getting the signal right at the stand.

That setup is exactly where I can help. I'll sit with you, get the account going and the reader

paired, make sure the stand has signal, and show you how to take a sale so it feels easy. I'm

a tech helper, not your accountant — for tax questions and how to handle the income, a

bookkeeper or accountant is the right call, and I'm glad to point you to one.

★ One friendly hand to get started

You don't have to wrestle the setup alone. I'll get you taking cards and make sure it all

works before your first customer, then you're off and running. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Questions to ask before you sign up
Whether you're reading a company's terms or talking it over with me, these

questions get you to the right setup for your stand.

Q: What does this company charge per sale, and are there other costs?

Rates and fees vary and they change, so read the current terms. Look for the per-sale cut and

any monthly charge before you commit.

Q: How quickly does the money reach my bank?

Some companies move it in a day or two, some offer faster options. Know this up front so the

timing doesn't surprise you.

Q: Will it work with the phone I already have?

Usually yes — which can save you buying a tablet. Confirm your phone is compatible before

you assume you need more gear.

Q: Do I need signal at the stand, and do I have it?

Yes, every method needs some signal to clear a payment. Check it at the stand itself before

you count on cards.

✔ There's no silly question

If a salesperson makes you feel foolish for asking how the fees work, that's a reason to

look elsewhere. A plain answer about what each sale costs you is the least you should

expect.
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Common Questions
The questions I hear most from growers thinking about taking cards, answered

plainly.

Q: Do I need to buy an expensive machine to take cards?

No. A small reader from a reputable payment company pairs with the phone you already own,

and a QR code costs nothing but the printing. You can start small and cheap.

Q: What's the easiest option for an unattended stand?

A printed QR code alongside your cash can — the modern honor box. There's nothing of

yours to charge or leave out, and the customer uses their own phone to pay. Just make sure

there's signal at the stand.

Q: How much does it cost me to take a card?

The payment company keeps a small fee per sale, but I won't quote a number — rates and

fees vary and change, so read the current terms. For a small stand it's usually modest, and it

beats losing the sale.

Q: Can I still take cash too?

Absolutely, and you should. The friendliest stands take both, so no customer is ever stuck.

Adding cards is about opening one more door, not closing the cash one.

★ Ready to start taking cards?

Helping a local grower stop turning customers away is one of my favorite little projects.

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042 and I'll help you pick the simplest way to start and get

it working before your next market day.
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You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

I hope this guide made taking cards and phone payments at your farm stand feel a little less

daunting and a lot more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back

to a page whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what I do. I come to your home — barn, shop,

and all — work at your pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is

a flat $99, and for the parts that don't need me on-site I can often help right on your screen for

$49. Every visit comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. I don't do the licensed

electrical, trenching, or tower work myself — for that I'll help you line up a trustworthy local

pro.

★ Bill's Home Tech — real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all

of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever

not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help -- I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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