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! Read this first — carbon monoxide is still the real danger

A standby generator runs on an engine, and engine exhaust contains carbon monoxide

— an invisible, odorless gas that can kill. Your installer sets the unit outdoors and

spaces it away from windows, doors, and vents to meet the maker's instructions and

local code, which is a big part of what keeps you safe. Your job is to keep it that way:

never let anyone box it in, build a structure around it, or let snow, leaves, or drifts pile

up against it, and never move it closer to the house. Put battery-backup

carbon-monoxide alarms on every floor and outside the bedrooms, and test them —

the safety agencies urge this for every home. If an alarm sounds, or anyone feels

dizzy, sick, or sleepy, get everyone into fresh air first and ask questions later. That

safety picture is the very reason a standby unit can never be boxed in or crowded just

to hide it or hush it — any screening you add has to leave the airflow and the

clearances your installer set completely open.

Let's keep the peace, calmly
A whole-home standby generator lives outside, so two neighborly questions come

up early: how loud is it, and where is it allowed to sit? The good news is that a

modern unit is a reasonably quiet, well-behaved neighbor — and a little planning

keeps it that way.

I'm Bill, and I run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. I've spent 30+ years helping

folks feel at ease with the equipment around their homes, patiently and in plain language.

Think of this guide as me at your kitchen table, talking through how to put a generator in

without ruffling a single feather next door.

We won't chase decibel charts or setback tables — those belong to your installer, your town,

and the maker's instructions. Instead we'll cover the things you can actually plan around: the

sound, when the weekly test runs, the rules about where it goes, and how to screen it without

ever choking it.

★ A quick call saves an awkward conversation

If you're worried about a close neighbor, a small lot, or a strict association, that's

exactly the kind of thing I love to help you think through before you commit. Call or text

me at (330) 200-8042 — free, and with nothing to sell you.
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The whole guide, on one page
If you remember only these things, you'll be a considerate neighbor and stay on the

right side of the rules.

❑ A modern standby unit is relatively quiet — quietest during its brief weekly test, a little

louder working through an actual outage.

❑ It's still an engine, so where it sits matters: keep it away from bedroom windows, yours

and your neighbors'.

❑ The weekly self-test can usually be set to a considerate daytime hour — not first thing in

the morning or late at night.

❑ Where it can go is shaped by property-line setbacks and local rules — your installer sizes

those to code, not to guesswork.

❑ Many towns and most neighborhood associations have their own rules; check them

before you commit, not after.

❑ You can screen it to hide it, but never in a way that blocks its airflow, its clearances, or

service access.

✔ The one-sentence version

Put it in a sensible spot, run its test at a decent hour, follow the local rules, and give the

neighbors a friendly heads-up — that's the whole of being a good neighbor, really.
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How loud is it, really?
Let's set honest expectations, because the truth is reassuring: a modern standby

generator is far more civilized than the roaring portables of old.

Today's units are built with sound in mind — an enclosed, insulated housing and a quieter

engine, so a well-placed one settles into the background rather than dominating the yard.

Most folks are pleasantly surprised the first time they hear one run.

That said, I'll never tell you it's silent. It is an engine, and an engine makes noise. What

matters is that the sound is steady and reasonable, and that where it sits and when it runs are

chosen with a little thought — which is what the rest of this guide is about.

✔ Why I won't quote you a number

You'll see decibel figures thrown around, but they depend on the exact model, the load,

the distance, and even the walls and fences around it. A number on a page can

mislead more than it helps — far better to hear one run and judge for yourself.
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Quiet at its test, louder under load
A standby generator really has two different voices, and knowing both keeps you

from being surprised.

The weekly self-test — its quiet voice

Most of the time you'll only ever hear the brief weekly self-test, when the unit runs itself for a

few minutes to stay ready. It's barely loaded then, so it's about as quiet as it ever gets — a

low, brief hum that's easy to miss.

A real outage — its working voice

When the power actually fails and the unit is carrying your home, it works harder and runs

louder — and it keeps running until the utility comes back, which in a big storm could be a

good while. That's normal, and it's the sound of your house staying warm and lit.

✔ Most of the noise you'll hear is the gentle kind

Day to day, the only sound is that short weekly test. The louder, working sound only

shows up during an outage — exactly when everyone on the street understands why a

generator is running.
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Setting the self-test for a considerate hour
That weekly test is a good thing — it keeps the unit ready — but you get some say

in when it happens, and that's a courtesy worth using.

The unit runs its self-test on a schedule, commonly once a week. On most systems that day

and time can be set, so you can pick a considerate daytime hour — not first thing in the

morning, not late in the evening, and ideally not during a neighbor's usual quiet time.

A midday slot on a weekday is a common, gentle choice: you're likely up and about, and it

steers clear of early sleepers and Sunday-morning peace. Your installer can set this during

startup, and I'm glad to help you adjust it later.

✔ The test itself is a maintenance matter

Why the weekly exercise matters — keeping the engine limber and the battery charged

— is the subject of our maintenance-and-exercise guide. Here we only care about

being kind with the timing.
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Where it's allowed to sit
A generator can't simply go wherever is handiest. There are real rules about how

far it must sit from your property line, your house, and certain openings — and they

exist for good reasons.

These required distances are called setbacks and clearances. Some come from the maker's

instructions, some from safety standards — one of them, known as NFPA 37, covers how far

a stationary engine sits from buildings and anything combustible — and some from your town.

Together they keep the unit a safe distance from windows, doors, vents, the lot line, and

anything that could catch fire, with room left to service it.

I won't put a number of feet on any of this, because the right distance depends on your

specific unit, your fuel, and your local code. That's precisely what your installer works out, and

what our placement-and-pad guide walks through in detail.

★ The lot-line question comes up a lot

On a smaller lot, whether the unit will fit the setbacks is one of the first things worth

checking. If you're not sure there's a legal, sensible spot, call me at (330) 200-8042

and we'll look at your yard together before you get quotes.
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Local codes, permits, and noise ordinances
Beyond the maker's rules, your town gets a say in where a generator goes and,

sometimes, how much noise it can make and when.

A standby install almost always needs a permit and an inspection, and the inspection is partly

there to confirm the unit sits where code allows. Some communities also have noise

ordinances or quiet hours that can affect when that weekly test should run — another reason

to set it thoughtfully.

None of this is meant to be daunting. A good installer knows the local requirements and

handles the permit as part of the job. Our permits-and-inspections guide explains the whole

process in plain English.

✔ Ask about noise rules while you're at it

When you check on permits, it's worth asking your town whether there's a noise

ordinance or quiet hours. It rarely changes much — but it's the kind of small detail

that's easy to honor once you know it.



YOUR HOA BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 9 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

Your HOA and neighborhood rules
If you live where a homeowners association or similar group sets the rules, they

often have their own say about generators — layered right on top of the town's.

An association may have opinions about whether a generator is allowed at all, exactly where

it can sit, how it must be screened from the street and the neighbors, and even the color of

any enclosure. Some require you to submit your plan for approval before any work begins.

The time to learn all this is before you sign with an installer, not after the pad is poured. A

quick read of your rules — or a call to the association — saves a world of trouble, and points

you toward a spot and a screening plan everyone can live with.

! Get approvals in writing first

If your association requires approval, get it in writing before the work starts. Undoing a

finished install to satisfy a rule you missed is expensive and disheartening — a little

paperwork up front is well worth it.
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Screening and landscaping, done right
Most folks would rather not stare at a generator, and the good news is you can tuck

it out of sight tastefully — within limits.

A low fence panel, a lattice screen, or a few shrubs can soften how the unit looks from the

patio or the street, and a solid screen can even take a little edge off the sound. Done well, it

turns an appliance into something your yard hardly notices.

But — and this is the whole trick — screening has to leave the unit's breathing room

untouched. It pulls in air, gives off warm exhaust, and needs open space on the sides the

maker specifies, plus room for a technician to work. We'll spend the next few pages on where

that line is.

✔ Plan the screening with your installer

The safest way to hide a unit is to plan the screening together with the person siting it,

so the pretty part and the safe part agree from the start. Our placement-and-pad guide

covers the clearances that screening must respect.
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Two kinds of homes, two sets of needs
Being a good neighbor looks different on a tight in-town lot than it does on acres out

in the country. Where you live shapes which of these worries matters most.

If you live in town or the suburbs

In town or the suburbs, the neighbors are close and the lot is small, so noise and setbacks are

front and center. Your water comes from the city main, so the generator is about comfort and

food — and about fitting politely into a crowded block.

• Bedroom windows — yours and the neighbors' — may be close by, so the unit's spot

deserves real thought.

• Property-line setbacks are tighter to meet on a small lot; confirm there's a legal spot early.

• A homeowners association is more likely, and may dictate screening and placement.

• A considerate self-test time matters more when houses are close together.

If you are out in the country on a well

Out in the country you've usually got room to spare, so placement and setbacks are easier —

but the well changes the picture. No power means no water, so the unit may run harder and

longer in an outage, and that's the louder, working sound.

• More land means the unit can sit well away from every bedroom, yours and the nearest

neighbor's.

• Because it backs up the well pump, it may run for long stretches in a storm — louder, but

far from anyone's window.

• Screening is more about looks than an association's rulebook, but it still must never block

airflow.

• Longer gas or electrical runs can influence where it lands, so weigh placement and

distance together.

★ Not sure which camp you're in?

Plenty of homes sit in between — a roomy suburban lot, or a well with a neighbor close

by. Tell me about your lot and your nearest neighbor and I'll help you find the kindest

spot. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Keep it clear of bedroom windows
If there's one placement tip that keeps the peace, it's this: mind the bedrooms —

yours and your neighbors'.

A generator that runs at a decent hour is easy to ignore in the daytime. During a nighttime

outage, though, it may run for hours right when people are trying to sleep. Siting it away from

bedroom windows on both sides of the fence is the single kindest choice you can make.

This has to be balanced against all the other placement rules — the setbacks, the clearances,

the gas and electrical runs — so it's not always possible to get every wish. But raising it early

gives your installer the best chance to find a spot that's easy on everyone's rest.

★ Walk the yard with the neighbors' windows in mind

When I help folks plan placement, I like to stand where the unit might go and look

around at every nearby window. It's a simple habit that heads off most complaints

before they ever happen. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Never choke it for the sake of quiet or looks
This is the most important page in the guide, so I'll be plain: the urge to box a

generator in — to hush it or hide it — is exactly the urge that can make it

dangerous.

The unit breathes. It draws in air to cool its engine and pushes out hot exhaust that carries

carbon monoxide. Wrap it too tightly in a fence, a shed, a cover, or dense shrubs and you can

trap that exhaust, starve the engine of air, let it overheat, and leave no room for a technician

to service it safely.

So screen it if you like, but always leave the open space the maker and code require on every

side, and never build a roof or enclosure over it. The exact clearances are your installer's job

and live in our placement-and-pad guide — this page is just the reason they exist.

! Quiet is never worth the risk

No amount of noise reduction is worth blocking the airflow or the exhaust path. If a

screening idea would crowd the unit, close it in, or cover it, the answer is simply no —

your safety comes first, every time.
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The friendly heads-up conversation
A two-minute chat with the neighbors before the install does more for good

relations than any amount of soundproofing.

Let the folks next door know you're putting in a standby generator, roughly where it'll sit, and

that it'll run a brief test once a week. People are far more understanding about a sound they

were told to expect than one that surprises them one quiet Saturday.

It's a good moment to mention the bright side, too: in a long neighborhood outage, a running

generator often means a warm place to gather, a charged phone, or a working freezer for the

block. Framed that way, most neighbors are glad you have one.

✔ Offer to share the test time

Telling a close neighbor roughly when the weekly test runs lets them plan around it if

they're sensitive to noise — and it signals that you're trying to be considerate, which

goes a long way.
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What the neighbors hear in a real outage
The one time your generator is at its loudest is also the one time everyone most

understands why it's running.

During a widespread outage the unit carries your home's load, so it runs harder and longer

than its gentle weekly test — possibly for many hours, or through the night, until the power

returns. That's it doing its job, and it's the trade-off for keeping your home livable.

In that situation the whole street is usually in the same boat, and a generator's steady hum

reads as reassurance, not nuisance. Being the household with power often means being the

household that can lend a hand — a charge, a warm room, a hot meal.

✔ A well-placed unit is kind even at full tilt

All the placement care you took — away from bedrooms, at a sensible distance —

pays off most here, keeping even the working sound easy for everyone to live with

through a long night.
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What actually makes a unit quieter
If quiet is a priority for you, a few real things move the needle — and none of them

require memorizing a specification.

• The enclosure: a well-insulated, sound-attenuating housing is the biggest factor, and

reputable makers design for it.

• Distance: sound softens with room between the unit and the windows that matter, so a

little more space helps.

• A solid, level base: a proper pad keeps the unit from buzzing or rattling, which our

placement-and-pad guide covers.

• Which way it faces: aiming the noisier side and the exhaust away from living spaces

makes a real difference.

• Right-sizing: a unit that isn't straining runs more smoothly — sizing is settled by a load

calculation, not guesswork.

✔ Ask to hear one before you buy

Nothing beats standing near a running unit to judge its sound for yourself. A good

installer can often arrange it, and it tells you more than any number on a brochure.
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A few noise myths, cleared up
Some common beliefs about generator noise are out of date or just plain wrong.

Let's clear them up.

• 'They're deafening like the old ones.' Modern standby units are built with

sound-dampening housings and are far more civilized than the roaring portables people

remember.

• 'It'll run loud all day, every day.' No — day to day you only hear a brief weekly test. The

louder sound is reserved for actual outages.

• 'I can just box it in to keep it quiet.' Never. Enclosing it traps exhaust and heat and is

genuinely dangerous, as we covered a few pages back.

• 'Where it sits is up to me.' Not entirely — setbacks, clearances, and local or association

rules all have a say, and your installer works within them.

✔ When a claim sounds too tidy, ask

If a salesperson promises a generator is 'totally silent' or that you can put it anywhere

you please, gently press for details. Honest answers beat tidy ones every time.
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A simple good-neighbor checklist
Work through this once and you'll have covered nearly everything that keeps a

generator on friendly terms with the folks around you.

❑ I've checked my town's rules and my association's rules about generators.

❑ I've confirmed there's a spot that meets the setbacks and clearances.

❑ The spot is as far from bedroom windows — mine and my neighbors' — as practical.

❑ The weekly self-test is set for a considerate daytime hour.

❑ Any screening leaves the airflow, clearances, and service access fully open.

❑ I've given my nearby neighbors a friendly heads-up about the install and the weekly test.

★ Missing a few checks? That's normal

Most folks start this list with two or three boxes ticked, not all six. Call or text me at

(330) 200-8042 and we'll work through the rest, one calm step at a time.
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If a neighbor raises a concern
Even with the best planning, a neighbor might have a worry. Handled kindly, it

almost never becomes a real problem.

Start by listening — often it's simply the weekly test landing at an awkward moment, which

you can usually move to a better hour. Small adjustments like that, offered graciously, resolve

most concerns before they harden into a dispute.

If the worry is about the sound during outages, it can help to explain that it only runs that way

when the power's out, and to point to the care you took with placement. Should a genuine

question of rules come up, your installer and our permits-and-inspections guide can confirm

you're within them.

✔ A little goodwill goes a long way

Offering to tweak the test time or add a bit of tasteful screening — always keeping the

airflow clear — often turns a concerned neighbor into a reassured one. Kindness is

cheaper than conflict.
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How I can help with the neighborly side
Placement and rules aren't the flashiest part of a generator project, but they're

where a friendly helper earns their keep.

• What I help with: walking your lot for a considerate spot, reading through your town and

association rules with you, and setting the weekly test to a neighborly hour.

• What I coordinate: a licensed installer who sites the unit to the setbacks and clearances

and pulls the permit — the part that needs a pro.

• What I never do: the electrical or gas work, or the siting decision that's the licensed

installer's call. I'm your guide and second set of eyes, not your electrician.

★ Call while you're still planning

The best time to sort out placement and rules is before anything's installed. A little

guidance up front saves a lot of second-guessing — and a lot of neighborly friction.

Reach me at (330) 200-8042.
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Questions worth asking before you commit
Whether you're talking to an installer, your town, or your association, these

questions get you to a plan everyone can live with.

Q: Where exactly will the unit sit, and does that meet all the setbacks?

Ask your installer to show you the spot and confirm it satisfies the maker's clearances and the

local setbacks — our placement-and-pad guide explains what those cover.

Q: Can the weekly self-test time be set, and to when?

On most systems, yes. Ask them to set it to a considerate daytime hour during startup, and

show you how to change it later if you need to.

Q: Are there local noise rules or association requirements I should know?

A good installer knows the local landscape, but confirm with your town and association

directly — especially any screening or approval rules.

Q: How will the unit be screened, and does that keep the airflow clear?

Make sure any screening plan respects the clearances and leaves room to service the unit.

Pretty must never come at the cost of safe.

✔ There's no silly question

If an installer waves off your placement or noise concerns, that's a reason to keep

looking, not to sign. A good pro welcomes these questions.
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Common Questions
The questions I hear most about generator noise and neighbors, answered plainly.

Q: How loud is a standby generator, really?

Relatively quiet — quietest during its brief weekly test, louder when it's carrying your home in

an outage. It's still an engine, so placement and a considerate test time matter, but modern

units are built to be reasonable neighbors.

Q: Can I choose when the weekly test runs?

On most systems, yes. It's commonly a weekly test, and you can usually set it to a

considerate daytime hour so it doesn't disturb early sleepers or a neighbor's quiet time.

Q: How far does it have to be from my house and property line?

There are required setbacks and clearances, but the exact distance depends on your unit,

your fuel, and local code — your installer sizes them, and our placement-and-pad guide

explains them. I won't give you a made-up number.

Q: Can I build something around it to hide it or quiet it?

You can screen it for looks and a little sound, but never in a way that blocks its airflow, its

clearances, or the exhaust — and never a full enclosure or roof. Doing so is a real

carbon-monoxide and overheating danger.

Q: Do I need to tell my HOA or my neighbors?

Your association very likely has rules and may require approval, so check first. Neighbors

don't have to be told, but a friendly heads-up about the install and the weekly test keeps

everyone on good terms.

★ Still have questions? That's what I'm here for

Sorting out the neighborly side of a standby generator is exactly the kind of thing I love

to help with, with nothing to sell you. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042 and let's talk it

through.
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You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

I hope this guide made keeping your standby generator a good neighbor feel a little less

daunting and a lot more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back

to a page whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what I do. I come to your home, work at your

pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the

parts that don't need me on-site I can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit

comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. I don't do the licensed electrical or gas work

myself — for that I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

★ Bill's Home Tech — real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all

of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever

not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help -- I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
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