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1. The 60-Second Version If you only read one page, read this one. You want three simple
things from a smart garage: open and close it from your phone anywhere, see whether it is
open or shut, and get a nudge if it was left open. You do not want a monthly fee or to be
trapped in one company's app. The good news is that most garage openers made since
2011 already have the safety sensors these systems need, and there are controllers —
Meross, Tailwind, and the hands-on ratgdo — that work with Apple Home, Alexa, and
Google Home with no subscription. The big-name myQ still works, but it has gotten less
friendly, and | will tell you why. | want to take the mystery out of this, because 'smart
garage' sounds like a big, expensive project and it really is not. For most homes it is a
modest gadget, a couple of small wires, and a half-hour of setup, after which your garage
door shows up on your phone like any other app. You do not need to replace your opener,
learn a complicated system, or sign up for anything with a monthly fee. If the ladder and
wiring are not your idea of a good afternoon, that is exactly the kind of small job | am glad
to come do for you. Goal: open, close, check, and get left-open alerts from your phone.
Most openers since 2011 already have the needed safety sensors. No-fee options:
Meross, Tailwind, and the local-control ratgdo. myQ still works but dropped Apple Home
and Google and shows ads. WATCH OUT Never set a garage door to open on its own
from away. A door should only auto-close, and even then only with the safety sensors
working. Do the setup with the car parked and the garage clear.
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2. What You Actually Want Four features, nothing fancy. Let's name exactly what a smart
garage should do, because the marketing piles on extras you do not need. First, open and
close from your phone whether you are in the driveway or two states away. Second, check
the door's status at a glance, so you can answer that nagging 'did | leave it open?' from the
office. Third, an alert if the door has been open too long. Fourth, maybe auto-close when
you drive away. That is the whole useful list. Everything beyond it is a nicety, and none of it
should require a monthly bill. Notice what is not on that list: you do not need the door to
open by itself, to recognize your face, or to do anything clever or risky. The genuinely
useful features are the plain ones — control it, check it, and get told if it is left open. Those
three cover the real worries people have: the nagging 'did | leave it open?' on the way to
work, and wanting to let someone in without driving home. Keep your eyes on those
practical wins and ignore the fancy extras that mostly add cost and complication. Open and
close from your phone, from anywhere. See whether the door is open or closed. Get an
alert if it is left open too long. Optionally, auto-close when you leave home. WHAT YOU
NEED 3. What Your Garage Needs Chances are you already have it. Here is reassuring
news: you probably already have what these systems require. Since 2011, by law,
garage-door openers sold in the United States have the little safety sensors near the floor
on each side of the door — the ones that stop the door if something crosses the beam.
Smart controllers rely on those sensors to close the door safely from away. If your opener
is from the last decade or so, you are set. You also need Wi-Fi that reaches the garage and
a power outlet near the opener, which most garages already have by the ceiling. This is the
part that pleasantly surprises most people: you very likely already own everything the
smart controller needs. Since 2011, by law, openers sold here come with the little
floor-level safety sensors these systems rely on, so an opener from the last
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CHECK OPENER
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decade is almost certainly ready. Add the Wi-Fi and the ceiling outlet most garages already
have, and there is usually nothing to buy beyond the controller itself. Before you imagine a
big expense, it is worth checking your opener's age, because the answer is often 'you're all
set.' Safety sensors near the floor on each side of the door. A garage-door opener, ideally
made in the last decade. Wi-Fi signal that reaches the garage. A power outlet near the
opener, usually in the ceiling. 4. Checking Your Opener's Age A quick look tells you a lot.
To know what you are working with, look at the opener motor unit on the garage ceiling.
There is usually a label with the brand and a date of manufacture. If it was made in 2011 or
later, it almost certainly has the safety sensors a smart controller needs. Look down near
the floor on both sides of the door too — you should see two small plastic eyes facing each
other, a few inches up, connected by thin wires. Those are the sensors. If you have them
and the opener is reasonably modern, nearly any of the options in this guide will work. To
see what you are working with, look at the opener motor unit up on the garage ceiling for a
label with the brand and a date. If it was made in 2011 or later, it almost certainly has the
safety sensors a smart controller needs. Then glance down near the floor on both sides of
the door; you should see two small plastic eyes facing each other, a few inches up, joined
by thin wires. Those are the sensors. If you have them and the opener is reasonably
modern, nearly any of the options in this guide will slot right in without a fuss. GOOD TO
KNOW Those little eyes near the floor are the photo-eye safety sensors. If the door ever
refuses to close and the opener light blinks, it is usually because something is blocking that
beam or a sensor is knocked out of line.
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HOW IT WORKS
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5. How These Controllers Work A small box that pushes the button for you. A smart garage
controller is basically a small box, mounted near the opener, that does two things. It taps
into the opener to press the ‘open/close’ button electronically when your phone tells it to,
and it watches a sensor on the door to know whether the door is up or down. The box
connects to your home Wi-Fi, so your phone can reach it from anywhere. That is the whole
magic — it is a robot finger on the wall button plus an eye on the door, both reporting to an
app. Simple, and the same idea across every brand. Underneath all the brand names, a
smart controller does just two simple things. It taps into the opener to press the
open-and-close button electronically when your phone says so, and it watches a sensor on
the door to know whether the door is up or down. The box connects to your home Wi-Fi so
your phone can reach it from anywhere. That is the whole trick, a robot finger on the wall
button plus an eye on the door, both reporting to an app. And because it just presses the
same button you do, your existing remotes and wall switch keep working alongside it.
GOOD TO KNOW Because it just presses the same button you do, a smart controller
works alongside your existing remotes and wall button. Nothing you already use stops
working. THE MYQ STORY 6. The myQ Situation, Honestly The big name, and why I'm
wary of it. myQ, made by Chamberlain — the same company behind LiftMaster openers —
is the best-known name, and many newer openers come with it built in. | will give you the
honest picture rather than the sales pitch. In late 2023, Chamberlain cut off the ways other
apps and services could connect to myQ. It dropped its Apple Home and Google Assistant
integrations, so you can no longer run the garage through Apple Home or Google. Its
newer 'Security+ 3.0' openers lock things down even further. And the myQ app itself shows
ads. It still works, but on Chamberlain's terms, not yours. | always try to give people the
straight story rather than the sales pitch, and the honest truth about myQ is mixed. It still
controls your door perfectly well through its own app, so if
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WATCH OUT
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that is all you want, it works. But the company has steadily made it less friendly to the rest
of your smart home, and it shows you ads in the app. None of that makes it unusable; it just
means that if you care about Apple Home, Alexa, or Google, or you simply do not want to
depend on one company's changing rules, you have better options worth knowing about. If
being able to use Apple Home or Google Home matters to you, myQ no longer offers that.
That is the single biggest reason people look at the alternatives in this guide. WHAT MYQ
CUT 7. What myQ Cut Off Doors that used to be open are now closed. Let me be specific
about what changed, because people are understandably confused. For years you could
tie myQ into Apple Home and Google so the garage lived alongside your other smart-home
gear and voice assistants. Chamberlain ended those connections. So if you once closed
the garage by asking Google, or saw it in the Apple Home app, that stopped. The myQ app
still controls the door, but it no longer plays nicely with the wider smart-home world the way
it used to. For many families that is a real loss of convenience they did not ask for. Let me
be specific about what changed, because the confusion is understandable. For years you
could tie myQ into Apple Home and Google so the garage lived alongside your other
smart-home gear and voice assistants. Chamberlain ended those connections, so if you
once closed the garage by asking Google, or saw it in the Apple Home app, that simply
stopped. The door still works through the myQ app itself, but it no longer plays nicely with
the wider smart-home world the way it used to, a real loss of convenience that many
families did not ask for and did not see coming. Apple Home support: dropped. Google
Assistant support: dropped. Third-party app access: cut off in late 2023. The door still
works through the myQ app itself.
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SECURITY 3
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8. The Security+ 3.0 Lockdown Newer openers, tighter grip. Chamberlain's newer openers
use a system called Security+ 3.0, and it locks things down more than older models. On
these, outside controllers that would simply press the wall button — the trick that lets other
brands work with almost any opener — can be harder or impossible to use, because the
newer opener guards that connection. The practical upshot is that if you have a very new
Chamberlain or LiftMaster opener, your easiest path to no-fee, any-app control may be
narrower than on an older opener. It is worth knowing before you buy a controller, which is
a good reason to call me to check. | raise the Security+ 3.0 business not to scare you off
but so you buy the right thing the first time. If you happen to have one of these newer,
locked-down Chamberlain or LiftMaster openers, a controller that simply presses the wall
button may not be able to connect, and you would be left with a gadget that won't
cooperate. The good news is there are still paths that work, such as the ratgdo board,
which is built to handle even these openers. The key is to check your opener model before
you buy, which is a two-minute call to me. WATCH OUT A very new Chamberlain or
LiftMaster opener with Security+ 3.0 can limit your options for third-party controllers. Check
the model before you buy an alternative, so you do not end up with a gadget that won't
connect. ADS 9. Ads in the App Free with your attention for sale. A smaller annoyance, but
a telling one: the myQ app shows advertisements. You open the app to close your own
garage door and you are shown ads. It is not a dealbreaker by itself, but combined with the
dropped integrations it paints a picture of a product built more around the company's
interests than yours. Part of the appeal of the alternatives is simply that you control your
own door through a clean app or your existing smart-home system, without being
advertised to every time you want to check whether you left the garage open.
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GOOD TO KNOW
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Seeing ads in an app you use to control your own house rubs a lot of people the wrong
way.

It is a fair reason to prefer a controller that lives in Apple Home or Alexa instead. AMAZON
KEY 10. Amazon Key In-Garage Delivery A paid extra, if you want it. One thing myQ does
offer is Amazon Key in-garage delivery — a paid service that lets Amazon open your
garage to drop packages inside, so they are not left on the porch. Some people love it;
others are not comfortable with a delivery driver opening their garage. It is an optional, paid
add-on, not something you must have. | mention it so the picture is complete: myQ is not
all downside, and if in-garage delivery appeals to you, that feature lives in the myQ world.
For most folks, though, it is not the deciding factor. One thing myQ does offer is Amazon
Key in-garage delivery, a paid service that lets a driver open your garage to set packages
inside instead of leaving them on the porch. Some people love it; others are not at all
comfortable with a stranger opening their garage, and both reactions are perfectly
reasonable. It is an optional add-on, not something you must have. | mention it only so the
picture is complete: myQ is not all downside, and if in-garage delivery appeals to you, that
feature lives in the myQ world. For most folks, though, it is not the deciding factor. GOOD
TO KNOW In-garage delivery is a convenience some enjoy and others find unsettling.
There is no wrong answer; it is simply a matter of how comfortable you are with the garage
opening for a delivery.
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STILL WORKS
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11. Is myQ Still Usable?

Yes, within its own app. To be fair, | am not telling you myQ is broken or that you must rip it
out. If you already have a myQ-equipped opener and you are happy controlling it through
the myQ app, it works fine for opening, closing, and checking the door, ads and all. The
reason to look elsewhere is specific: you want Apple Home, Alexa, or Google control, or
you simply do not want to depend on one company that keeps changing the rules. If none
of that bothers you, myQ in its own app is a perfectly functional way to run your garage. So
please do not read all this as 'myQ is junk, rip it out." If you already have a myQ-equipped
opener and you are happy opening, closing, and checking the door in the myQ app, it does
that job fine, ads and all, and there is no urgent reason to change a thing. The case for the
alternatives is specific and narrow: you want the garage to work with Apple Home, Alexa,
or Google, or you would rather not be tied to one company that keeps changing the rules. If
neither of those bothers you, you are fine where you are. GOOD TO KNOW If you already
own a myQ opener and only ever use the myQ app, there is no urgent reason to change.
Look at alternatives when you want wider smart-home control or a cleaner, fee-free
experience. THE GOAL 12. The No-Subscription Goal Pay once, own it, no monthly bill.
The thread running through the alternatives is this: buy the device once, and run your
garage with no ongoing fee and no lock-in to one company's app. These controllers plug
into the smart-home system you likely already use — Apple Home, Amazon Alexa, or
Google Home — so the garage joins the rest of your smart gadgets in one place. No
monthly subscription, no ads, and if you ever switch systems the door can come along.
That is the whole appeal, and it is very achievable for most garages at a modest one-time
cost. The thread tying all the alternatives together is ownership. You pay once for the
device, and from then on the garage runs with no monthly fee, no ads, and no single
company able to switch things off on you. It joins whatever smart-home system you already
use, so the
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MEROSS
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door sits alongside your lights and thermostat in one familiar app. And if you ever change
systems down the road, the door can usually come with you. That is the whole appeal in a
sentence: buy it once, own it, and keep control in your own hands. Buy the controller once;
no monthly fee. Runs through Apple Home, Alexa, or Google Home. No ads and no
single-company lock-in. A modest one-time cost for most garages. 13. The Meross Opener
My go-to suggestion for most people. For most folks, the Meross smart garage opener is
the easy answer. It runs around sixty dollars, it is a one-time purchase with no subscription,
and it works with Apple Home, Amazon Alexa, Google Home, and SmartThings — so
whatever smart-home system you lean on, it fits in. You get phone control from anywhere,
door status, and left-open alerts, all without a fee or ads. It mounts near the opener, wires
in with a couple of small connections, and uses a sensor on the door. For the money and
the breadth of compatibility, it is hard to beat as a starting point. The reason Meross is my
usual first suggestion is that it quietly does everything most people actually want without
asking anything of you in return. There is no subscription nagging at you, no ads in the
app, and it slots into whichever smart-home system you already have. For around the price
of a nice dinner out, you get phone control from anywhere, a clear read on whether the
door is open or shut, and an alert if it is left up. For the money and the breadth of what it
works with, it is a hard one to beat as a starting point. Around sixty dollars, one-time, no
subscription. Works with Apple Home, Alexa, Google Home, and SmartThings. Phone
control, status, and left-open alerts. No ads and no ongoing fee.
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14. What Meross Works With It fits whatever you already use. The reason | point people to
Meross first is that it does not force you into a new ecosystem. If you are an Apple
household, it shows up in the Apple Home app alongside your other gear, and you can ask
Siri to close the garage. If you use Alexa, it answers 'Alexa, close the garage.' Same with
Google Home. And it works with Samsung's SmartThings for those who use that. So you
are not learning a whole new app — the garage simply joins the smart-home world you
already have. That flexibility is exactly what myQ gave up. The reason | point people to
Meross first is that it does not force you into a brand-new system to learn. If you are an
Apple household, it shows up right in the Apple Home app and answers Siri. If you use
Alexa, it responds to a request to close the garage. Same with Google Home, and it works
with Samsung's SmartThings too. So the garage simply joins whatever smart-home world
you already have, instead of making you adopt yet another app. That flexibility is exactly
what myQ gave up, and it is why Meross ends up being the easy answer for so many
homes. System you use Does Meross work? Apple Home / Siri Yes Amazon Alexa Yes
Google Home Yes Samsung SmartThings Yes TAILWIND 15. Tailwind Another solid
no-fee option. Tailwind is another well-regarded no-subscription controller. It does the
same core job — phone control, status, alerts — and it is known for handling more than
one garage door from a single unit, which is handy if you have a two- or three-car garage
with separate doors. Like Meross, it is a buy-once device. Some folks prefer it for particular
smart-home setups or for the multi-door support. If Meross does not fit your situation for
some reason, Tailwind is the next name | would steer you toward. Both are honest, fee-free
ways to make an ordinary opener smart.
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Tailwind is a good pick if you have two or three separate garage doors, since one unit can
often handle several doors at once. RATGDO 16. The ratgdo Board For the hands-on,
tinkering type. For the hands-on person who likes to tinker, there is ratgdo — a small circuit
board that wires into the opener and gives you local control, meaning the garage can run
entirely on your own home network without leaning on anyone's cloud service. It works
beautifully with Home Assistant, a popular do-it-yourself smart-home system, and through
that with Apple Home. Importantly, ratgdo can work even with those locked-down newer
Chamberlain openers, which is a real selling point. It takes more comfort with wiring and
setup than Meross, so it is for the enthusiast — or for me to set up for you. The ratgdo is
the enthusiast's choice, and | mention it mainly for two kinds of people: the hands-on
tinkerer who enjoys this sort of thing, and anyone stuck with one of those newer
locked-down Chamberlain openers that frustrate the simpler controllers. Because it gives
local control — running on your own home network rather than leaning on an outside
company's servers — it keeps working even if a company changes its rules or shuts down
a service. It takes more comfort with wiring and setup than Meross does, which is exactly
the sort of thing | am happy to handle for you. A small board that wires into the opener for
local control. Runs on your own network, no outside cloud needed. Works with Home
Assistant and, through it, Apple Home. Can handle even the newer locked-down
Chamberlain openers. COMPARE 17. The Options Side by Side A quick way to pick. Here
is the shortlist laid out so you can see the trade-offs at a glance. For most people | suggest
starting at the top of this list and only moving down if you have a special need. Here is how
| usually steer people through the shortlist. Start at the top with Meross, because for most
homes its mix of low cost and broad compatibility is simply the easiest
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win. Move to Tailwind if you have two or three separate garage doors to handle from one
unit, or if it fits your particular setup better. Reach for the ratgdo board if you enjoy
tinkering, want local control that does not lean on anyone's cloud, or are stuck with one of
those newer locked-down Chamberlain openers. And if you already have myQ and are
content in its app, there may be no need to change at all. Option Best for Meross Most
people; wide compatibility, low cost Tailwind Several doors, or a particular setup ratgdo
Tinkerers; local control; newer openers myQ app only You already have it and don't need
other apps 18. Rough Install — What's Involved A short job, with a little wiring. Installing a
smart controller is a modest job. The hub plugs into a power outlet near the opener on the
ceiling. Two small wires run from the hub to the terminals on the opener — the same
terminals your wall button uses — so the hub can press the button electronically. Then you
place the included door sensor on the moving door so the system knows when it is open or
shut; some use a tilt sensor that sticks on, others a magnetic contact. Finally you connect
the hub to your Wi-Fi and link it to your phone app and voice assistant. An hour, give or
take. Do not let the word 'install' worry you. The hub plugs into a ceiling outlet most
garages already have, two small low-voltage wires run to the same terminals your wall
button uses, and a sensor sticks to the door to tell the system open from closed. Then you
link it to your Wi-Fi and your phone. The whole thing is usually an hour's work, most of it
reading instructions and climbing a ladder. The only real hazards are the ladder and the
heavy moving door, which is precisely why, if that part is not for you, it is a fine job to hand
to me.

1 Mount the hub and plug it into a nearby outlet.

2 Run two small wires from the hub to the opener's button terminals.
3 Attach the door sensor to the moving door panel.

4 Connect the hub to your home Wi-Fi.
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1 Link it to your phone app and your voice assistant. You are working on a ladder near a
heavy moving door. Unplug the opener before touching its wiring, keep clear of the door's
path, and if ladders or wiring are not your thing, this is a good one to hand to me.
WIRING 19. Wiring to the Opener It taps the same spot as the wall button. The wiring
sounds scarier than it is. Your opener has two small screw terminals where the wall
push-button connects — low-voltage, not house current, so it is not dangerous to the
touch. The smart controller's two wires attach to those same terminals, in parallel with the
wall button. That way, when the controller 'presses the button,’ the opener reacts exactly
as if you pushed the wall switch. Your existing wall button and remotes keep working
right alongside it. It is a gentle connection, but getting the right two terminals matters, and
that is where a careful eye or a quick call helps. The wiring sounds scarier than it is. Your
opener has two small screw terminals where the wall push-button connects, and they
carry only a low voltage, not house current, so they are safe to the touch. The controller's
two wires attach to those same terminals, in parallel with the wall button, so that when
the controller presses the button the opener reacts exactly as if you pushed the wall
switch. Your existing button and remotes keep working right alongside. The real hazards
here are the ladder and the moving door, not the gentle little wires, which is reassuring
once you know it. GOOD TO KNOW Those opener button terminals carry only a low
voltage, so they are safe to touch. The real hazards are the ladder and the moving door,
not the wires.
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20. The Door Sensor How it knows open from shut. The piece that answers 'is it open or
closed?' is the door sensor. Many kits use a small tilt sensor that you stick to the top panel
of the door: when the door rolls up, the panel tilts, and the sensor reports 'open’; when it is
down, it reports ‘closed.’ Others use a magnet-and-contact pair, one piece on the door and
one on the frame, that touch when the door is shut. Either way, place it where the kit's
instructions show, press it on firmly, and that is what lets your phone tell you the door's
status from anywhere. TIP Press the stick-on sensor firmly onto a clean, dry spot. A sensor
that falls off is the most common little hiccup, and a wipe-down before sticking prevents it.
WIRELESS 21. Wireless Versus Wired Options Some skip the wires to the opener. Most
controllers wire to the opener's button terminals as described, which is the most reliable
way. A few setups aim to be more wireless, pairing with the opener or using a plug-in
remote, to avoid running wires. Wireless sounds tidier, but the wired connection to the
button terminals is the surest and works with the widest range of openers. Unless your
situation makes wiring genuinely difficult, | generally favor the simple two-wire hookup. It is
not much work and it tends to ‘just work' for years without fuss. Reliability on a garage door
is worth a little wire. GOOD TO KNOW The two-wire connection to the opener's button
terminals is the most dependable. Fancier wireless pairing can be fussier to set up and a
touch less reliable.
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22. Setting Up the App and Voice Link it once, then forget it. After the hardware is in, you
set up the app and voice control. You install the controller's app, create a free account, and
let it find the hub on your Wi-Fi. Then you link it to your smart-home system — adding it to
Apple Home, Alexa, or Google Home — which usually means scanning a code or signing
in once. From then on you can say 'close the garage’ to your assistant or tap it in the app.
Give the door a clear name like 'garage door' so voice commands are unmistakable. This
part is quick, and it is where the whole thing comes to life. After the hardware is in, the app
and voice setup is quick and it is where the whole thing comes to life. You install the
controller's app, make a free account, and let it find the hub on your Wi-Fi. Then you link it
to Apple Home, Alexa, or Google Home, usually by scanning a code or signing in once,
and give the door a clear name like garage door so voice commands are unmistakable.
From then on you can ask it to close the garage or tap it in the app from anywhere. Test
opening, closing, and checking status before you call it done.

Install the controller's app and make a free account.

Let the app find the hub on your Wi-Fi.

Link it to Apple Home, Alexa, or Google Home.

Name the door clearly, like ‘garage door.'

Test opening, closing, and checking status from your phone. GEOFENCING 23.
Geofencing to Auto-Close Your phone tells the door you left. A favorite feature is
geofencing — using your phone's location to act automatically. You draw an invisible
circle around your home in the app, and when your phone leaves that circle, the system
can close the garage for you. No more driving to work wondering if you left it open; it
closes itself once you are truly gone. | set this to close only, never to open automatically,
for safety. It is the feature that quietly ends the 'did | leave the garage open?' worry for
good, because the door simply takes care of itself when you drive away. Geofencing is
the feature that quietly ends the 'did | leave the garage open?' worry for good. Because
your phone knows when it has left the invisible circle around your home,
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the system can close the door for you automatically once you are truly gone — no
remembering, no checking, no driving back. | always set it to close only, never to open, for
safety's sake. For a lot of my customers this one feature is the whole reason they wanted a
smart garage in the first place, and it works beautifully once it is set up right. Set
geofencing to close the door only, never to open it. An auto-opening garage is a security
and safety risk; an auto-closing one is pure peace of mind. ALERTS 24. Alerts If It's Left
Open A gentle nudge, not a nag. Even without geofencing, the left-open alert is worth
turning on. You tell the app how long is too long — say, ten minutes — and if the door
stays open past that, your phone buzzes to let you know. Then you can close it with a tap
right from the alert, wherever you are. It is perfect for the time you unloaded groceries and
wandered off, or the kids left it up after getting their bikes. A quiet reminder and a one-tap
fix. This single feature is the one most people say they could not live without once they
have it. Even if geofencing feels like a step too far, do turn on the simple left-open alert,
because it is the one almost everyone ends up loving. You tell it how long is too long, and if
the door stays up past that, your phone buzzes and you close it with a single tap from
wherever you are. It is perfect for the afternoon you carried in the groceries and wandered
off, or the kids who left it up after getting their bikes. A gentle nudge and a one-tap fix, and
the door is never left gaping open all day again. Set how long open is 'too long' for you. Get
a phone alert when the door stays open past that. Close it with one tap right from the alert.
Great for forgotten doors after errands or the kids.
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25. Sharing Access with Family Everyone's phone, one door. You will want your spouse,
and maybe the grown kids, to control the door too. These systems let you share access so
several phones can open, close, and check the garage, each with their own account. In
Apple Home or the controller's app you invite family members, and they get the same
control you do. That way nobody is stuck waiting for you to close the door remotely. You
can usually see who opened it and when, as well. Sharing is a few taps and it makes the
smart garage a household tool rather than a one-person gadget. TIP Add your spouse's
phone at setup so geofencing works for both of you. Then the door only auto-closes once
everyone's phone has left home, not the moment one of you pulls out. ROUTINES 26.
Working with Apple Home and Alexa The garage joins your other routines. Once the door
lives in Apple Home or Alexa, it can take part in your other automations. A 'goodnight’
routine might check the garage is closed along with turning off the lights. A ‘leaving home'
command could close the garage and lock the doors together. You do not have to set any
of this up — the basics work fine on their own — but it is there if you enjoy it. The point is
that a no-subscription controller makes the garage a full member of your smart home,
something myQ's walled-off approach no longer allows. GOOD TO KNOW A simple 'is
everything shut?' bedtime check that includes the garage is one of the nicest uses. Ask
your assistant and it tells you, or closes the door if you forgot.
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27. Getting Wi-Fi to the Garage The signal has to make it out there. All of this depends on
your Wi-Fi reaching the garage, which is sometimes the weak link, especially in a detached
garage or one far from the router. If the smart controller keeps dropping offline, weak Wi-Fi
is the usual cause. The fix is to extend your network toward the garage — a mesh Wi-Fi
point or an extender placed between the house and the garage usually does it. Before
buying a controller, it is worth checking whether your phone holds a solid Wi-Fi signal
standing by the opener. If it does not, we sort the Wi-Fi first. All of this leans on your Wi-Fi
actually reaching the garage, which is sometimes the weak link, especially in a detached
garage or one far from the router. If the controller keeps dropping offline, weak Wi-Fi is
almost always the reason. The cure is to extend your network toward the garage with a
mesh point or an extender placed between the house and the garage. Before you even buy
a controller, it is worth standing by the opener and checking whether your phone holds a
solid Wi-Fi signal there. If it does not, we sort out the Wi-Fi first and the rest follows easily.
TIP Stand by the opener and check your phone's Wi-Fi bars. Weak or no signal there
means we extend the network before the smart garage will behave. SAFETY 28. Safety
First, Always A garage door is heavy and powerful. | will not let a convenience gadget
override good sense. A garage door is a heavy, powerful machine. Never let anyone stand
or reach under a moving door. Make sure the floor-level safety sensors work — the door
should refuse to close on anything in the beam. Only close the door remotely when you are
confident nothing and no one is in the way; that is why | favor status-checking and alerts
over casually closing it blind. And never set the door to open automatically from away.
Smart features should make the door safer and more convenient, never more dangerous. |
will never let a convenience gadget override good sense, because a garage door is a
heavy, powerful machine. Never let anyone stand or reach under a moving door, and make
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sure the floor-level safety sensors work so the door refuses to close on anything in the
beam. Only close the door remotely when you are confident the way is clear, which is
exactly why | favor status-checking and alerts over casually closing it blind. And never set
the door to open by itself from away. Smart features should make the door safer and
handier, never one bit more dangerous. Keep people and pets clear of a moving door.
Make sure the floor-level safety sensors work. Only close remotely when you know the way
is clear. Never set the door to auto-open from away. 29. Older Openers Without Sensors A
very old opener may need updating. If your opener predates 2011, it may lack the safety
sensors these systems lean on to close the door safely from a distance. In that case, |
would not bolt a smart controller onto it, because closing a door blind with no safety beam
is not safe. The better move is often to replace a very old opener with a modern one —
which comes with the sensors and sometimes smart features built in — and then add the
no-fee controller of your choice if needed. An old opener is also more likely to fail outright,
SO updating it solves two problems at once. WATCH OUT Do not add remote closing to a
pre-2011 opener that lacks floor-level safety sensors. Without that beam, a door could
close on someone. Update the opener first. COMMON QUESTIONS 30. Questions | Hear
a Lot Quick answers to the usual ones. Here are the questions that come up most when
folks think about a smart garage. Will it work with my remotes? Yes. The controller adds to
your opener; remotes and the wall button keep working. Is there a monthly fee? Not with
Meross, Tailwind, or ratgdo. myQ's app is free but limited and shows ads. Does it work with
Apple Home? Meross and ratgdo do; myQ no longer does.
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Can | control it away from home? Yes, as long as the controller has Wi-Fi at the garage.

What if the internet goes down? Your regular remotes and wall button still work; only the
phone control pauses. 31. The Short Version Everything above, boiled down. To sum up:
you want to open, close, check, and get left-open alerts for your garage from your phone,
with no monthly fee or lock-in. Most openers since 2011 already have the safety sensors
needed. myQ still works but dropped Apple Home and Google, locks down newer openers,
and shows ads. The no-fee alternatives — Meross for most people, Tailwind for multiple
doors, and ratgdo for tinkerers and newer openers — run through Apple Home, Alexa, and
Google with a one-time purchase. Set geofencing to close only, and always mind the safety
sensors. Goal: phone control, status, and alerts, no monthly fee. Most openers since 2011
have the needed sensors. myQ works but dropped Apple Home and Google and shows
ads. Meross, Tailwind, and ratgdo are the no-subscription answers. Geofence to close
only; respect the safety sensors. GET HELP 32. When to Call Bill Happy to climb the
ladder for you. A smart garage is one of those jobs that is simple for me and a little
daunting on your own — a ladder, a bit of wiring, matching the right controller to your
opener, and linking it all to your phone and voice assistant. That is exactly the kind of visit |
enjoy. | am Bill, and in more than thirty years of in-home tech help around Portage County |
have made plenty of ordinary garages smatrt. | will check your opener's age and sensors,
pick the right no-fee option for your setup, install it safely, and set up the alerts and
geofencing with you. Call me at (330) 200-8042 and we will find a time. | will make sure
your Wi-Fi reaches the garage, get the whole thing working on your phone, add your
spouse's phone too, and show you how to use it, with no monthly bill to anyone. No
pressure, and my friendly guarantee stands behind the visit. Sophie can help you get on
the calendar.
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Not sure if your opener is too new, too old, or just right for a smart controller? Call before
you buy anything and | will check the model for you, so you get the right gadget the first
time. CHEAT SHEET Everyday Cheat Sheet Keep this page handy. It points you straight to
what to do for each task. | want to... Do this | want to... Do this Check and close the door
from anywhere Add a smart garage controller to your opener Avoid a monthly fee Choose
Meross, Tailwind, or ratgdo instead of leaning on paid apps Use Apple Home Pick a
controller that lists Apple Home support, like Meross Use Alexa or Google Meross works
with both at no charge Get told if it's left open Turn on the open-too-long alert in the app
Auto-close when | leave Set up geofencing in the app Get it installed right Call me at (330)
200-8042 Get help Call Bill: (330) 200-8042

HOW | CAN HELP
24. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

Your Visit — and My Promise In-home visit — $99 flat for your first visit. No contracts and
no surprise charges, and a 30-day follow-up is included. Remote Support — $49 for a
screen-share session. | only connect with your permission, you watch the whole time, and
you can end anytime. If | can't fix it over the screen-share, | refund the $49 — and if it turns
out you need me in person, that $49 goes toward your visit. It's included free for Support
Plan members ($39/mo). GOOD TO KNOW My promise — If you're not 100% satisfied
with your visit, I'll come back at no charge, or refund the full $99. No questions, no
awkwardness. That's how I'd want to be treated. Call or text (330) 200-8042 - Book a visit:
billshometech.com/book - bill@billshometech.com This free guide is for general information
only — not professional advice, and no substitute for your device's own manual. Any prices
or outside products mentioned can change; please confirm current details before you buy.
Please use your own good judgment and follow it at your own risk — for anything involving
electricity, gas, water, or heights, stop and call a licensed professional. Bill's Home Tech
and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any damage, data loss, or injury that results. © 2026
Bill's Home Tech, LLC.
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AT A GLANCE

A Picture to Follow Along

How it goes in

A short job for most garages.

1. Hub 2. Wires 3. Sensor 4. App
Mounts near Two small On the door Link phone
the opener to the opener senses open/shut and voice assistant

lllustration — a schematic. The order is a suggestion; do one box at a time.

A schematic of the plan — company steps vary; the order does not have to.
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AT A GLANCE

A Second Look

No-fee ways to control it

Pmkmeoneﬂmtm;vmuhome

~
Meross
L J
( )
Tailwind
Phone control - /
( )
ratgdo (local)
. J
( )
myQ app only
L J

lllustration — a schematic. Set-up screens differ; each takes only a few minutes.
BEFORE YOU GO

A Note From Bill

A quick note from BiIll. | write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do
my best to keep every step accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a
bit different, so | can't promise a guide will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem.
These guides are for general information only — they're not professional, legal, or financial
advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or the manufacturer's instructions.
Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here at your own risk. If a
step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or climbing a ladder
— or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional (or give
me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that results.
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BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

HOW | CAN HELP
Your Visit — and My Promise

In-home visit — $99 flat for your first visit. No contracts and no surprise charges, and a
30-day follow-up is included.

Remote Support — $49 for a screen-share session. | only connect with your permission, you
watch the whole time, and you can end anytime. If | can't fix it over the screen-share, | refund
the $49 — and if it turns out you need me in person, that $49 goes toward your visit. It's
included free for Support Plan members ($39/mo).

GOOD TO KNOW

My promise — If you're not 100% satisfied with your visit, I'll come back at no charge, or
refund the full $99. No questions, no awkwardness. That's how I'd want to be treated.

Call or text (330) 200-8042 - Book a visit: billshometech.com/book - bill@billshometech.com

This free guide is for general information only — not professional advice, and no substitute for your device's own manual. Any prices

or outside products mentioned can change; please confirm current details before you buy. Please use your own good judgment and

follow it at your own risk — for anything involving electricity, gas, water, or heights, stop and call a licensed professional. Bill's Home
Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any damage, data loss, or injury that results. © 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC.
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