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THE 60-SECOND VERSION

1. The Whole Idea in One Glance
If you remember only this page, you will still make good choices.

Staying connected on the road comes down to three tools, and you do not need all of them.

A satellite dish like Starlink gives you internet almost anywhere, even off the grid. A cellular

hotspot uses the phone networks and works well near towns. Camping apps on your phone

help you find and book a place to stay.

• For internet far from any town, a satellite dish like Starlink is the strongest option
• For internet near towns and highways, a cellular hotspot is cheaper and simpler
• A signal booster can rescue a weak cell signal, but it cannot create one from nothing
• Camping apps like The Dyrt, Campendium, and Recreation.gov help you find and book

sites
• Keeping devices charged off-grid means a power bank, the RV battery, or a bit of solar

GOOD TO KNOW

Most RV travelers use a cellular hotspot near towns and add a satellite dish only if they plan
to spend real time truly off the grid. You can start simple and add more later.

WHY IT MATTERS

2. Why Staying Connected on the Road Is Worth It
Being reachable on the road is about more than convenience. It lets you keep in touch with

family, check the weather before a mountain drive, find the next campground, and handle

anything that comes up at home while you are away. For many travelers it is what makes a

longer trip possible at all.

At the same time, part of the joy of camping is getting away from screens. The goal is not

to be glued to the internet but to have it when you need it, like a tool in the drawer. You

decide when to switch it on and when to simply enjoy the quiet.

TIP

Think about how you really travel before you spend money. A weekend at a developed
campground needs far less than months of boondocking in remote spots, and the right gear
is different for each.
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THE THREE PATHS

3. The Three Ways to Get Internet on the Road
There are really just three ways to get online away from home, and understanding them

clears up most of the confusion. Each has a place where it shines and a place where it

struggles.

• Cellular: uses the phone networks, through your phone or a hotspot; great near towns
• Satellite: beams internet from space, through a dish like Starlink; works almost anywhere
• Campground Wi-Fi: the free network at the park, which is often slow and crowded
• A booster: not internet itself, but a way to strengthen a weak cell signal

GOOD TO KNOW

Campground Wi-Fi sounds appealing because it is free, but it is usually shared among the
whole park and too slow for much beyond checking email. It is a bonus, not something to
rely on.

STARLINK BASICS

4. What Starlink Is in Plain Words
Starlink is an internet service that comes from a dish you set up, which talks to thousands

of small satellites circling the earth. Because it does not depend on cell towers, it can bring

fast internet to places with no phone signal at all, like a remote campsite or a field in the

middle of nowhere.

For RV travelers who want to spend time truly off the grid, it has been a game-changer.

You set up the dish with a clear view of the sky, and you have real internet where there

used to be none. It is the most reliable way to stay connected far from any town.

GOOD TO KNOW

Starlink needs a clear, open view of the sky to work well. Heavy tree cover, a canyon wall,
or a tin roof overhead can block it. An open meadow is ideal; a dense forest is not.
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STARLINK MINI

5. The Starlink Mini for Travelers
The Starlink Mini is a smaller, more portable version of the dish, made with travelers in

mind. It is light enough to carry, sets up in minutes, and packs away when you move on.

For RV and camping use, it is the model most people look at first.

• Small and light enough to carry and store easily
• Sets up quickly with a clear view of the sky
• Designed to be moved from place to place
• Runs on power you can supply from the RV or a battery

TIP

The Mini is popular because you can set it up at one campsite, pack it, and set it up again at
the next. If you move often, that portability is worth a great deal.

STARLINK PLANS

6. How Starlink's Roaming Plans Work
Starlink sells plans aimed at people who move around, often grouped under the name

Roam. The idea is that your internet travels with you rather than being tied to a home

address. There are different tiers based on how much data you use and how wide an area

you roam.

The plans and their names have changed more than once, so I will not quote exact prices

that go stale. As a rough guide, expect a monthly fee somewhere in the range of fifty to two

hundred dollars depending on the data and coverage, plus a one-time cost for the dish

itself. Always confirm the current plans and prices on Starlink's own site before you buy.

WATCH OUT

Some plans have a data cap, after which speeds slow down or extra data costs more. Read
what each plan includes so you are not surprised. A plan that is plenty for email may not
cover daily video calls.
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PAUSING STARLINK

7. Paying Only for the Months You Travel
One of the friendliest features for seasonal travelers is the ability to pause the service. If

you only take your RV out for part of the year, you can turn the plan off in the months you

are home and turn it back on when you hit the road again, so you are not paying

year-round for something you use seasonally.

TIP

If you are a snowbird or a fair-weather traveler, pausing your plan in the off-season can
save a good deal of money. Check how pausing works before you sign up, and set a
reminder to pause it when you park the RV for the winter.

SETTING UP STARLINK

8. Setting Up the Dish at a Campsite
Setting up Starlink is simpler than it looks. The app on your phone guides you, including a

tool that uses your phone's camera to check the sky for obstructions before you commit to

a spot.

1 Pick an open spot with a clear view of the sky
2 Use the Starlink app's check tool to look for tree or roof blockage
3 Set the dish on level ground or a mount, pointing up
4 Plug it into power from your RV or a battery
5 Connect your phone or tablet to the Starlink Wi-Fi it creates
6 Wait a couple of minutes for it to find the satellites

GOOD TO KNOW

The app's obstruction check is worth doing every time you move. A spot that looks open to
the eye may still have a branch in the way that the tool will catch.

CELLULAR HOTSPOTS

9. What a Cellular Hotspot Is
A cellular hotspot is a small device, about the size of a deck of cards, that picks up the cell

phone signal and shares it as a Wi-Fi network for your other devices. It is like having a little

home router that runs off the phone network instead of a cable.
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Near towns and along major highways, a hotspot gives you good internet for far less

money and fuss than satellite. The catch is that it only works where there is a cell signal, so

it is less useful in truly remote places.

TIP

Your own phone can often act as a hotspot too, sharing its signal with your tablet or laptop.
For light use, this built-in feature may save you from buying a separate device at all.

PHONE AS HOTSPOT

10. Using Your Phone's Built-In Hotspot
Before buying any gadget, check what your phone can already do. Most smartphones can

share their internet connection with your other devices, a feature usually called Personal

Hotspot or Mobile Hotspot. For occasional use, it may be all you need.

1 Open your phone's settings and look for Personal Hotspot or Mobile Hotspot
2 Turn it on and note the network name and password it shows
3 On your tablet or laptop, connect to that network like any Wi-Fi
4 Use it for email, browsing, and video calls where there is signal
5 Turn it off when done to save your phone's battery

WATCH OUT

Using your phone as a hotspot can use up your monthly data allowance quickly, especially
with video. Check what your phone plan includes for hotspot use before you lean on it
heavily.

DATA PLANS

11. Choosing a Data Plan That Fits
Whether you use your phone or a separate hotspot, the internet rides on a data plan from a

phone carrier. How much data you need depends on what you do: email and browsing use

very little, while streaming video and video calls use a lot.

• Light use, like email and messages, needs only a modest plan
• Streaming shows and daily video calls need a large or unlimited plan
• Some carriers sell plans aimed at hotspots and RV travelers
• Watch for plans that slow down after a certain amount of data
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GOOD TO KNOW

Prices and plans change, so confirm the current options with the carrier before committing.
Many RV travelers keep one carrier for everyday use and sometimes a second for backup
coverage in different areas.

SIGNAL BOOSTERS

12. What a Signal Booster Can and Cannot Do
A cell signal booster is a device that catches a weak cell signal from outside, strengthens it,

and rebroadcasts it inside your RV. In a spot where you have one faint bar, a booster can

turn that into a usable connection. Brands like weBoost are well known for RV use.

Here is the honest limit, and it is important. A booster can only strengthen a signal that

already exists. If you are somewhere with no signal at all, there is nothing for it to boost,

and it will not help. It is a signal amplifier, not a signal creator.

WATCH OUT

Do not expect a booster to give you internet where there is zero signal. If you often camp in
truly dead zones, a satellite dish is the answer, not a booster. A booster shines only where a
faint signal exists.

BOOSTER TYPES

13. The Two Kinds of RV Booster
Signal boosters for RVs come in two flavors, and knowing the difference helps you pick.

One kind is for use while parked, with an antenna you raise up high. The other works while

you are driving, with an antenna mounted on the roof.

• A parked booster uses a tall antenna on a pole for the strongest catch
• A driving booster has a roof antenna and works while the RV moves
• Parked boosters generally pull in a stronger signal when you are camped
• Driving boosters keep you connected on the road between stops

TIP

If you mostly want signal at camp, the parked type with a tall pole catches the most. If
staying connected while driving matters, choose the roof-mounted type. Some travelers who
want both buy one of each.



Bill's Home Tech BillsHomeTech.com  ·  (330) 200-8042
RV and Campground Tech — Starlink, Hotspots and Camp Apps

Tech Made Simple. Service Made Personal. Page 11 of 27
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk.

For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

FINDING CAMPSITES

14. The Apps That Find You a Campsite
Half the adventure of RV travel is finding the next place to stay, and a handful of phone

apps make it far easier than a paper guidebook ever did. They show you campgrounds,

reviews from other travelers, photos, and often whether a site is available.

• The Dyrt: a large directory of campsites with reviews and photos
• Campendium: listings of RV and tent campgrounds, many free to view
• Recreation.gov: the official site for booking national parks and federal campgrounds
• RV Life and Allstays: trip planners popular with full-time RV travelers

GOOD TO KNOW

Most of these apps have a free version that is genuinely useful, plus a paid upgrade with
extras like offline maps. Start with the free versions and only pay if you find you want the
extra features.

THE DYRT

15. Using The Dyrt to Find a Spot
The Dyrt is one of the most popular camping apps, with a huge collection of campsites

across national parks, state parks, and private campgrounds. Fellow travelers leave

reviews and photos, so you get an honest picture of a place before you arrive.

1 Download The Dyrt app and set it up with a free account
2 Search near where you are headed, or browse the map
3 Read the reviews and look at traveler photos
4 Check the details like hookups, size limits, and cost
5 Note the contact information to reserve or confirm a spot

GOOD TO KNOW

The paid upgrade adds handy features like offline maps for areas with no signal and alerts
when a sold-out campground has a cancellation. For a big trip, those can be worth the
yearly fee.
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CAMPENDIUM

16. Using Campendium, Especially for Free Camping
Campendium is another well-loved app, known for its listings of RV campgrounds and

especially its information on free and low-cost camping on public land. Travelers often use

it to find quiet, inexpensive spots that the big directories miss.

A particularly helpful touch is that reviews often mention the cell signal at each spot, carrier

by carrier. If staying connected matters to you, that detail helps you pick a campsite where

your phone will actually work.

GOOD TO KNOW

Terms and free-tier features on these apps change over time, so check what the current
version offers before you rely on it. The cell-signal reports in reviews are a standout reason
many travelers keep Campendium on their phone.

RECREATION.GOV

17. Booking Public Campgrounds on Recreation.gov
Recreation.gov is the official government website and app for booking campsites, tours,

and permits at national parks, national forests, and other federal lands. If you want a spot

in a popular national park campground, this is usually where you reserve it.

1 Create a free account on Recreation.gov or its app
2 Search for the park or campground you want
3 Pick your dates and an available site
4 Pay the reservation fee to lock it in
5 Save your confirmation to show at the campground

WATCH OUT

The best campsites in famous parks book up far in advance, sometimes months ahead and
the moment they are released. If you have your heart set on a particular park, learn when its
sites open for booking and be ready.
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BOOKING AHEAD

18. Reserving Early for Popular Parks
The most sought-after campgrounds, especially in national parks during the busy season,

release their reservations on a schedule and fill within minutes. Planning ahead is the

difference between getting the spot you want and scrambling for a backup.

• Find out the date and time reservations open for your park
• Have your account set up and logged in beforehand
• Know your exact dates and a second choice in case the first is gone
• Be ready to book the moment the window opens

TIP

Set a reminder on your phone for the exact moment bookings open. For the most popular
parks, being a few minutes late can mean missing out entirely, so treat it like buying concert
tickets.

OFFLINE MAPS

19. Maps That Work With No Signal
One of the most useful habits for off-grid travel is downloading maps before you lose your

signal. Both Google Maps and many camping apps let you save a map area to your phone,

so it works for directions even where there is no internet at all.

1 While you still have signal, open your maps app
2 Search for the area you are heading into
3 Look for an option to download or save the map offline
4 Save a generous area around your route and campground
5 Once downloaded, the map guides you even with no signal

GOOD TO KNOW

Downloaded maps still show your location using the phone's built-in GPS, which works
without any signal. So even deep in a forest with no bars, your blue dot still moves along the
saved map.
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POWER BASICS

20. Keeping Devices Charged on the Road
All this gear is useless if it runs out of battery, so power is its own topic. The good news is

that keeping phones and tablets charged is easy; the bigger draws like a satellite dish need

more thought. Start with the simple layers and add more only if you need it.

• A power bank, a charged battery in your pocket, tops up phones anywhere
• The RV's own battery charges devices through its outlets
• The vehicle's cigarette-lighter socket charges things as you drive
• Solar panels can refill batteries from the sun for longer off-grid stays

GOOD TO KNOW

For most people, a couple of good power banks handle phones and tablets with no trouble.
Worry about solar and big batteries only if you plan to be away from any power hookup for
days at a time.

POWER BANKS

21. Power Banks, Your Simplest Safety Net
A power bank is a rechargeable battery in a block you can carry. You charge it at home or

at a campground hookup, then it refills your phone or tablet several times over, wherever

you are. It is the simplest, cheapest way to never be caught with a dead phone.

GOOD TO KNOW

A larger power bank can recharge a phone several times before it needs recharging itself.
Keep one charged in the RV at all times, and you will always have a safety net for the
device that matters most.

SOLAR BASICS

22. A Gentle Introduction to Solar
Solar panels turn sunlight into electricity to recharge your batteries, which is what makes

truly long off-grid stays possible. They range from a small folding panel that tops up a

power bank to a full roof system that runs much of the RV. You do not need to understand

all of it to benefit.

For keeping phones and small gadgets going, a modest portable panel paired with a

battery is plenty and simple to use. The larger, built-in systems that power a whole RV are
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a bigger investment and best set up with professional help.

TIP

Start small. A folding solar panel and a portable power station cover phones, tablets, and a
hotspot for most casual campers, without the cost and complexity of a full roof installation.

POWERING STARLINK

23. Running a Satellite Dish Off the Grid
A satellite dish uses more power than a phone, so if you want internet far from any hookup,

you need to plan how to power it. Many off-grid travelers run their dish from a portable

power station, which is a large battery that can be topped up by solar during the day.

WATCH OUT

A satellite dish left running all day will drain a battery faster than you might expect. Turn it
off when you are not using it, and size your battery and solar to match how much internet
you truly need off the grid.

WHAT YOU REALLY NEED

24. Matching the Gear to Your Trips
It is easy to overbuy when it comes to this gear. The honest truth is that most people need

far less than the full setup. Picture the kind of camping you actually do, and let that guide

you.

• Weekends at developed campgrounds: your phone and a power bank may be all you
need

• Trips near towns with hookups: a hotspot and a power bank cover you well
• Occasional remote stays: add a signal booster for faint-signal spots
• Long stretches truly off the grid: this is where a satellite dish and solar earn their keep

GOOD TO KNOW

You can build up over time. Start with your phone and a power bank, see where you fall
short, and add a hotspot, a booster, or a dish only when a real need shows up.
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CAMPGROUND WIFI

25. The Truth About Free Campground Wi-Fi
Many campgrounds advertise free Wi-Fi, and it sounds wonderful, but it is wise to keep

your hopes modest. That one network is often shared among every camper in the park, so

it slows to a crawl in the evening when everyone is online at once.

Treat campground Wi-Fi as a nice bonus for checking email or reading the news, not as

something to rely on for video calls or streaming. If staying connected matters, your own

hotspot or satellite dish will serve you far better.

TIP

If you do use campground Wi-Fi, early morning is often the fastest time, before the park
wakes up and everyone logs on. Save your important tasks for those quiet hours.

STAYING SAFE ONLINE

26. Keeping Your Information Safe on Shared Wi-Fi
A shared campground network is used by strangers, so it is worth a little care with anything

private. The simple rule is to avoid banking or entering important passwords on a public

network you do not control.

• Save banking and bill-paying for your own hotspot or a trusted network
• Make sure a website shows a padlock before you enter any password
• Keep your phone and apps updated for the latest protection
• Turn off automatic connecting to open networks you do not know

GOOD TO KNOW

Your own cellular hotspot is a private network only you use, which makes it a safer choice
than shared Wi-Fi for anything involving money or passwords.

STAYING IN TOUCH

27. Checking In With Family From the Road
Family back home will rest easier if they know your plan for checking in. On the road,

signal comes and goes, so a slow reply is normal and nothing to worry about. Setting

expectations ahead of time saves everyone needless worry.

• Agree on a messaging app the whole family uses
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• Let them know your signal may be spotty in remote areas
• Share your rough route so they know where you are headed
• Pick a regular time to check in when you reach a spot with signal

TIP

A simple habit of sending a short message each evening, whenever you have signal, keeps
the family happy and gives you a gentle routine. If a day passes with no bars, they will know
not to worry.

EMERGENCIES OFF-GRID

28. Getting Help Where There Is No Signal
In truly remote country, there may be no cell signal to call for help, which is a real safety

matter worth planning for. Some newer phones can send an emergency message by

satellite when there is no signal, and dedicated emergency beacons do the same job

reliably.

If you spend time well off the beaten path, it is worth knowing whether your phone has

satellite emergency messaging, and considering a dedicated beacon for the deepest

backcountry. These are for true emergencies, letting you reach rescuers when nothing else

can.

WATCH OUT

Never rely on getting a cell signal in remote areas for emergencies. Tell someone your route
and expected return before you head off-grid, so help knows where to look if you do not
check in.

WEATHER ON THE ROAD

29. Keeping an Eye on the Weather
Weather matters more when you live in an RV, because a storm can affect your drive, your

campsite, and your plans. A weather app on your phone, checked whenever you have

signal, keeps you ahead of trouble like high winds that make towing dangerous.

TIP

Before heading into an area with no signal, check the forecast while you still have bars, and
download it if your app allows. Knowing a storm is coming lets you pick a sheltered spot or
wait it out safely.
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NAVIGATION FOR RVS

30. Navigation Built for Big Rigs
An ordinary maps app does not know your RV is tall and heavy, so it may route you under

a low bridge or down a road too narrow to turn around. Some apps and planners, like RV

Life, are built specifically to route you safely around such hazards based on your rig's size.

GOOD TO KNOW

If you drive a larger RV, an RV-specific navigation tool is worth the cost. It steers you away
from low clearances and tight roads that a regular app would happily send you into.

SETTING EXPECTATIONS

31. Being Honest About the Limits
No setup gives you perfect internet everywhere, and it helps to accept that going in. Each

tool has gaps, and the trick is combining them so one covers for another, while keeping

your expectations grounded.

• Cellular fails where there are no towers, deep in remote country
• Satellite fails under heavy tree cover or in a narrow canyon
• Campground Wi-Fi is too slow and shared to count on
• Even the best setup has spots where nothing works, and that is normal

TIP

Many seasoned travelers carry two tools, often a hotspot and a satellite dish, so when one
fails the other usually works. But even then, expect occasional dead zones and enjoy the
quiet when they come.

A SIMPLE STARTER KIT

32. A Good Starter Setup for New Travelers
If you are just getting into RV or campground travel and feel overwhelmed by all the gear,

here is a sensible starter kit that covers most needs without overspending. You can always

add more later as you learn how you travel.

• Your smartphone with its hotspot feature for internet near towns
• A good power bank, kept charged, for your phone and tablet
• A couple of camping apps like The Dyrt and Recreation.gov
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• Offline maps downloaded before you head into remote areas

GOOD TO KNOW

This simple kit costs very little beyond what you already own and handles the great majority
of campground trips. Add a hotspot, a booster, or a satellite dish only when you find a real
gap.

A FULL-TIMER SETUP

33. A Fuller Setup for Longer Trips
For travelers who spend weeks or months on the road, or who need reliable internet for

health, family, or even working remotely, a fuller setup makes sense. It layers the tools so

you are rarely without a connection.

• A satellite dish like Starlink for internet in remote spots
• A cellular hotspot or two for when you are near towns
• A signal booster for stretching a faint signal
• Solar panels and a portable power station to run it all off-grid

TIP

Build this up piece by piece rather than all at once. Starting with one tool and adding the
next when you hit a real limit saves money and helps you learn each one properly.

CARING FOR THE GEAR

34. Keeping Your Equipment Working
The gear that keeps you connected lives a rough life, bouncing down roads and sitting out

in the weather. A little care keeps it working trip after trip. Most of it comes down to

protecting devices from water, heat, and being knocked about.

• Store the satellite dish safely when you drive, not loose
• Keep power banks and batteries out of extreme heat, like a hot dashboard
• Protect antennas and cables from being pinched or crushed
• Keep connectors clean and dry

GOOD TO KNOW

Heat is especially hard on batteries. A power bank or power station left baking on a sunny
dashboard will wear out faster, so stow them somewhere cooler and shaded.
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KEEPING APPS UPDATED

35. Updating Your Apps Before a Trip
Camping and navigation apps improve over time, and an out-of-date app can miss new

campgrounds or have an old map. Updating everything at home, before you leave, means

you set off with the latest information and fewer glitches on the road.

1 Before a trip, open your phone's app store
2 Update your camping, map, and weather apps
3 Download any offline maps you will need
4 Make sure you are signed in to each app
5 Confirm your reservations are saved and viewable offline

TIP

Doing this at home on your own Wi-Fi is far easier than trying to update apps over a weak
signal at a campsite. A few minutes before you leave saves frustration later.

SHARING THE JOB

36. Helping a Travel Partner Keep Up
In many RV couples, one person handles the gadgets and the other would rather not. The

connection gear is a gentle place to share the load, because once it is set up, using it day

to day is simple: turn on the hotspot, point the dish, or open the camping app.

Set everything up together once, and write down the few steps that matter, like how to

point the satellite dish or where the power bank lives. Then either of you can keep the

family in touch and find the next campsite, even on a day when the usual person is busy.

TIP

Keep a simple written card in the RV with the Wi-Fi names, passwords, and the steps to
turn each thing on. When memory fails after a long day of driving, the card does not.

WATCHING YOUR COSTS

37. Keeping the Monthly Costs in Check
Connectivity can quietly become a big monthly expense if you are not careful, with a

satellite plan, a phone plan, and a hotspot plan all adding up. A little attention keeps it

reasonable and matched to how much you actually travel.
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• Pause seasonal plans in the months you are not traveling
• Avoid paying for two overlapping internet services you rarely both use
• Match your data plan to your real use, not the biggest one offered
• Review your bills now and then to catch charges you have outgrown

GOOD TO KNOW

Prices and plans shift over time, so it pays to review what you have once a year. A plan that
fit last season's travel may be more than you need for this season's.

A PRE-TRIP CHECKLIST

38. Your Before-You-Roll Checklist
Run through this before you pull out of the driveway, and you will set off ready for whatever

the road brings.

• Phone, hotspot, and any dish charged and packed safely
• Power banks topped up and the power station charged
• Camping and map apps updated, with offline maps downloaded
• Campground reservations booked and saved offline
• Someone at home knows your route and when you will check in
• A written card in the RV with your Wi-Fi names and simple steps

GOOD TO KNOW

Do this the day before you leave, on your home Wi-Fi, when you have time to fix anything
that is not ready. It is far easier than sorting it out from a remote campsite.

ENTERTAINMENT OFF-GRID

39. Movies and Music With No Signal
Long evenings at a remote campsite are a joy, but a rainy one can feel long without

something to watch or listen to. The answer is to download your entertainment at home,

before you leave, so it plays with no internet at all. It is the same trick that saves data on a

cruise, and it works beautifully off-grid.

1 At home on your Wi-Fi, open your streaming apps
2 Download movies and shows using the download button
3 Save music playlists and audiobooks for offline play
4 Load up a few podcasts for the long drives
5 At camp, play them all with no signal needed
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GOOD TO KNOW

Downloaded shows, music, and books need no connection to play, so they cost you nothing
in data and work in the deepest dead zone. A little downloading at home turns a quiet night
into a cozy one.

TWO CARRIERS

40. Why Some Travelers Carry Two Networks
One of the quiet frustrations of road travel is that a cell network strong in one place is

useless in another. A spot where one carrier has no bars may have a solid signal on a

different carrier. That is why many seasoned RV travelers carry service from two different

networks, so one usually works wherever they roam.

GOOD TO KNOW

You do not need two expensive plans to do this. Some travelers keep their main phone on
one carrier and a cheaper prepaid plan on a hotspot with a different carrier, giving them two
chances at a signal in any given spot.

CHECKING COVERAGE

41. Checking Signal Before You Pick a Spot
If staying connected matters for a given stop, it pays to check the likely signal before you

commit to a campsite. The camping apps help here, since fellow travelers often report the

cell coverage they found, carrier by carrier, in their reviews.

1 Open a camping app like Campendium for the site you are considering
2 Read recent reviews that mention cell signal
3 Look for notes about your own carrier
4 Check the carrier's own coverage map for the area
5 Pick a site with reported signal if being connected matters

TIP

Coverage maps are optimistic, so trust the real experiences in reviews more than the map.
If three campers say they got no signal there, believe them and plan for satellite or an offline
stay.



Bill's Home Tech BillsHomeTech.com  ·  (330) 200-8042
RV and Campground Tech — Starlink, Hotspots and Camp Apps

Tech Made Simple. Service Made Personal. Page 23 of 27
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk.

For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

DATA THAT RUNS OUT

42. Making Your Data Last
Internet on the road often comes with a limit, after which it slows down or costs more. A few

gentle habits stretch your data so you do not run dry in the middle of a trip, especially if you

lean on a hotspot rather than satellite.

• Download shows, music, and maps at home on free Wi-Fi
• Turn off automatic video playback and app updates
• Save big downloads for a campground with good free Wi-Fi
• Keep an eye on your data use in your phone's settings

GOOD TO KNOW

Video is by far the biggest user of data. If you are careful about streaming and downloading
your entertainment ahead of time, a modest data plan goes a surprisingly long way.

A BACKUP PLAN

43. Always Have a Simple Fallback
Technology fails sometimes, and far from home that can feel stressful. The calmest

travelers always have a simple fallback, so a dead hotspot or a cloudy day for the solar

panels never leaves them truly stuck. A little old-fashioned preparation goes a long way.

• Keep a paper map or atlas in the RV as a backup to the phone
• Write down key phone numbers in case your phone dies
• Carry a charged power bank so your phone is never fully dead
• Know the location of the nearest town with services on your route

WATCH OUT

A paper atlas in the glovebox has rescued many a traveler when the phone and the signal
both failed. It never runs out of battery, and it is worth the small space it takes.
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WHEN TO CALL

44. When It Is Worth Calling Me
Choosing between a hotspot and a satellite dish, setting up the camping apps, or getting

your power banks and offline maps sorted are all things I am glad to help with. If you would

rather have someone sit down with you and get your RV connected before you hit the road,

that is exactly what I do. My first in-home visit anywhere in Portage County is a flat 99

dollars, and I also offer remote screen-share help for 49 dollars if you would like me to

guide you from my screen to yours. With more than thirty years in this work, I have set up

plenty of travelers for the road.

TIP

Call me at (330) 200-8042, or ask Sophie, my phone and chat helper. I can help you decide
which gear fits the way you travel, set up your hotspot or satellite dish, load the right
camping apps, and download your offline maps, so you leave on your trip ready to stay in
touch.

CHEAT SHEET

Everyday Cheat Sheet
Keep this page handy for the road. It is the short answer to the questions travelers ask

most about staying connected in an RV or at a campground.

• Near towns: a cellular hotspot or your phone's hotspot works well and cheaply
• Truly off-grid: a satellite dish like Starlink is the strongest option
• A signal booster strengthens a faint signal but cannot create one from nothing
• Find and book sites with The Dyrt, Campendium, and Recreation.gov
• Book popular national park sites early; they fill in minutes
• Download maps before you lose signal; GPS still works with no bars
• Keep a charged power bank for your phone; add solar for long off-grid stays
• Pause seasonal internet plans in the months you are home
• Get help: call Bill at (330) 200-8042
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AT A GLANCE

A Picture to Follow Along

Which Internet Tool Fits Your Trips?
Match the tool to where you camp.

Near Towns

Cellular hotspot

Cheaper and simple

Needs a cell signal

Off the Grid

Starlink satellite dish

Works almost anywhere

Needs clear sky view

Faint Signal

Cell signal booster

Strengthens weak bars

Cannot make signal
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AT A GLANCE

A Second Look

Getting Set Up for the Road
A simple order to get connected and camping.

1 Pick your internet tool for how you travel

↓

2 Load camping apps and book your sites

↓

3 Download offline maps before you lose signal

↓

4 Charge power banks and the power station

↓

5 Check in with family when you have a signal

BEFORE YOU GO

A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill. I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do

my best to keep every step accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a

bit different, so I can't promise a guide will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem.

These guides are for general information only — they're not professional, legal, or financial

advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or the manufacturer's instructions.

Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here at your own risk. If a

step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or climbing a ladder

— or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional (or give

me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that results.
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HOW I CAN HELP

Your Visit — and My Promise
In-home visit — $99 flat for your first visit. No contracts and no surprise charges, and a

30-day follow-up is included.

Remote Support — $49 for a screen-share session. I only connect with your permission, you

watch the whole time, and you can end anytime. If I can't fix it over the screen-share, I refund

the $49 — and if it turns out you need me in person, that $49 goes toward your visit. It's

included free for Support Plan members ($39/mo).

GOOD TO KNOW

My promise — If you're not 100% satisfied with your visit, I'll come back at no charge, or
refund the full $99. No questions, no awkwardness. That's how I'd want to be treated.

Call or text (330) 200-8042 · Book a visit: billshometech.com/book · bill@billshometech.com

This free guide is for general information only — not professional advice, and no substitute for your device's own manual. Any prices
or outside products mentioned can change; please confirm current details before you buy. Please use your own good judgment and
follow it at your own risk — for anything involving electricity, gas, water, or heights, stop and call a licensed professional. Bill's Home

Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any damage, data loss, or injury that results. © 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC.


