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WELCOME

1.! Read this first — there is no single "best" one

People want me to name the one streaming box everybody should buy, and the honest
answer is that it depends on you — which phone you carry, which apps you watch, and
how much fuss you want. All four of these are good. This guide helps you pick the one that
fits your life, not the one a review site liked best. Roku, Fire TV, Google TV, Apple TV —
which? Four little boxes (and sticks) all promise to turn your TV into a
Netflix-and-everything machine. They mostly do the same job. The differences are in the
feel, the remote, the ads, and the price. I'm Bill, from Bill's Home Tech here in Portage
County, Ohio. | set these up in living rooms every week, and | own more than one of them
myself. | don't get paid by any of these companies, so I'll give you the same even-handed
read I'd give my own mother. We'll go through all four in plain language, then I'll help you
match one to the phone you already carry and the shows you actually watch. By the end
you'll know which to buy — and you won't overpay for features you won't use. Want me to
just pick and set it up? If you'd rather skip the comparison and have someone choose, buy,
and set it up so the remote works on your TV, that's a quick, happy visit. Call or text me at
(330) 200-8042.

THE SHORT ANSWER

2. The 30-second version
If you want a quick steer before the details, here it is.

* Want simplest and cheapest, works with any phone? Look at Roku.

* Already live in Amazon and talk to Alexa? Fire TV fits right in.

« Carry an Android phone and use Google a lot? Google TV feels natural.

* Have an iPhone, iPad, or Mac and want the smoothest, ad-free feel? Apple TV 4K —it's
the priciest, and the nicest.

* They all play the same shows Netflix, Prime Video, Hulu, Disney+, Max, YouTube, your
local library apps — every one of these runs on all four players. You are not losing
channels by picking one over another.
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WHATIT IS

3. What a "streaming player" actually is
It's a tiny computer that gives any TV all the apps.

A streaming player is a small box or a stick that plugs into an HDMI socket on your TV and
connects to your home Wi-Fi. It brings all the streaming apps — and its own simple remote
— to a TV that either has no apps or has slow, clunky built-in ones. You might wonder why
you'd add one when your TV is already "smart." Two reasons: a dedicated player is usually
faster and smoother than the apps baked into a TV, and it keeps getting updates for years
after the TV's own software has been abandoned. A $40 stick can make a tired smart TV
feel brand new. One player, every TV The same player works on almost any TV with an
HDMI port — old or new. That's why a cheap streaming stick is often the fix for a sluggish
older smart TV.

THE FOUR FAMILIES

4. Meet the four families
Each comes as a cheaper stick and a nicer box.

Roku and Amazon's Fire TV both come as inexpensive sticks (often $20 to $50) and step
up to premium boxes like the Roku Ultra. Google's lineup is now the Google TV Streamer,
a small set-top box. Apple makes one product, the Apple TV 4K, a premium box and the
most expensive of the bunch. Within each family, the cheaper models stream the same
apps; you pay more for faster response, better remotes, 4K and surround sound, and
sometimes an Ethernet port for a wired connection. For most living rooms a mid-range stick
is plenty.

Prices move — treat every number here as a ballpark Streaming players go on sale
constantly and list prices change. Every figure in this guide is a rough range to compare
them by, not a quote. Check the current price before you buy.
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ROKU

5. Roku — the simple, neutral favorite
The one | hand to people who just want it to work.

Roku's whole appeal is simplicity. The home screen is a plain grid of your apps — no
company pushing its own shows especially hard — and it works the same whether you
carry an iPhone or an Android. The remote is small and sensible, and the free Roku
Channel piles on no-cost movies and TV if you ever run out of things to watch. Roku
ranges from very cheap sticks (around $30 to $50) up to the Roku Ultra (around $100) with
a faster processor, a lost-remote finder, and an Ethernet port. There are ads as banners on
the home screen, but Roku doesn't bury your apps under them. My usual pick for "keep it
simple” When someone wants the least-confusing option and doesn't care about fitting into
Apple or Amazon, | reach for a mid-range Roku. It's the closest thing to a safe default.

AMAZON FIRE TV

6. Amazon Fire TV — at home in the Amazon world
Great value, especially if you have Prime and Alexa.

Fire TV sticks are often the cheapest way onto a TV, and they go on deep sale during
Amazon's sale events. If you already have Amazon Prime, talk to Alexa, and buy from
Amazon, Fire TV slots right in — the remote has a microphone, and your Prime Video
shows are front and center. The trade-off is that the Fire TV home screen leans hard on
promoting Amazon's own content and big banner ads. Prices run from budget HD sticks
(around $20 to $40) to the 4K Max (roughly $40 to $85). If you don't mind the advertising,
it's a lot of streaming for the money. Best fit for Prime and Alexa households If your house
already runs on Amazon — Prime deliveries, Echo speakers, Alexa reminders — Fire TV
will feel familiar and tie in with the rest.
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GOOGLE TV

7. Google TV — the natural pick for Android phones

Now a proper set-top box: the Google TV Streamer.

Google replaced the old Chromecast with the Google TV Streamer, a small box (recently
priced around $100, sometimes more). Its strength is a home screen that gathers
suggestions from across all your apps into one place, plus easy "casting” — flinging a
video from your Android phone straight to the TV — and tight ties to Google Assistant and
Google Photos as a screensaver. If you carry an Android phone, lean on Google for search
and photos, or like one combined list of recommendations, Google TV feels the most
natural. Like Roku and Fire TV, it does show ads and promoted content on the home
screen. Casting from your phone is the party trick Google TV (and the apps on it) make it
easy to start a video on your phone and send it to the TV with a tap. Handy for YouTube
and home videos.

APPLE TV 4K

8. Apple TV 4K — the premium, ad-free one

The nicest to use, and the most expensive.

The Apple TV 4K is the high-end choice: fast, beautifully smooth, and — the big one — its
home screen does not plaster you with banner ads for shows you didn't ask about. If you
own an iPhone, iPad, or Mac, it fits perfectly: your photos, your Apple TV+ shows, Siri, and
AirPlay (sending video or music from your Apple device to the TV) all just work. The catch
is price — usually around $130 to $200 depending on storage — which is several times the
cost of a budget stick. You're paying for speed, polish, privacy, and the ad-free feel. For an
Apple household that watches a lot of TV, many people find it worth it. The "I can't stand
the ads" answer When someone tells me the cluttered, ad-filled home screens drive them
crazy — and they already use an iPhone — the Apple TV 4K is usually the box that makes
them happy.
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THE HOME SCREEN

9. The real difference: the home screen and the ads
This is what you'll stare at every single day.

Since all four play the same apps, the thing you'll actually notice is the home screen — the
menu you land on when you turn the TV on. Roku keeps it plain. Fire TV and Google TV fill
it with big promotional banners and suggestions (Fire TV leans on Amazon's content most
heavily). Apple TV keeps it clean and ad-free. None of this changes which shows you can
watch. But if a busy, ad-heavy screen annoys you, that's a genuine reason to pay more for
a calmer one — or to pick Roku, which sits in the middle on price and keeps things fairly
tidy. Judge the menu, not just the apps When you compare players in a store or at a
friend's house, look at the home screen itself. That's the part you live with.

ONE TV OR A WHOLE HOUSE
10. Two ways people come to this — and both are fine

Some folks are buying one player for the one TV they watch; others are outfitting several
TVs or helping a parent across town. The best pick can differ. If it's one TV and one person
You want the least fuss and the best value for how you already live.

* Match the player to your phone: iPhone leans Apple, Android leans Google, either way
Roku is safe.

* A mid-range stick is plenty for one TV — don't overspend on the top box.

* Pick the home screen you can stand looking at every day. If it's several TVs or a parent
you help You want every TV to feel the same so nobody has to relearn a new remote.

* Put the same brand on every TV in the house — one remote style, one menu, far fewer
confused phone calls.

* For a parent who struggles, Roku's plain grid or Apple's calm screen is kindest; avoid the
busiest ad-filled layouts.

* Write the Wi-Fi password down before you start — you'll need it on each player. I'll match
it to your household Buying for one TV and buying for a houseful are different problems.
I'll help you pick once and set every TV up the same way. Call (330) 200-8042.
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THE REMOTES

11. The remotes, compared
You hold this thing more than you look at the box.

All four come with small, simple remotes — a big improvement over the button-covered
clicker from your cable box. Most now include a microphone so you can press and say "find
Jeopardy" instead of pecking out letters. The nicer remotes (Roku Ultra, Apple, Google)
add volume and power buttons that control your TV too, and some can beep when you lose
them. If arthritis or eyesight makes tiny buttons hard, this matters. The Apple remote is a bit
larger and very tactile; Roku's is the most familiar; voice search on any of them saves a lot
of squinting and typing. Voice search is the senior-friendly feature Pressing the microphone
button and simply saying the show's name is the single biggest comfort upgrade over an
old cable remote. Try it.

MATCH YOUR APPS

12. Pick by the apps you actually watch

Start from your shows, not the spec sheet.

Before anything else, list the handful of apps you really use — maybe Netflix, YouTube,
your church's livestream, the free library apps, a local news app. Every mainstream app is
on all four players, so for most people this won't decide it. But it's worth a two-minute check
if you depend on something unusual. A few things to confirm: that your live-TV service
(YouTube TV, Hulu + Live TV, Sling, Fubo) runs on the player, that any regional sports app
you need is supported, and that your free library movie apps (see our Kanopy and Hoopla
guide) are available. They almost always are. Write your must-have apps on a sticky note
Bring that short list when you shop. If every app on it is supported — and it usually is —
you're free to choose on price and feel.
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4K AND HDR

13. Do you need 4K, and what is HDR?

Match the player to the TV you actually own.

"4K" means four times the detail of old HD. "HDR" means richer contrast and color. They
only help if your TV supports them — and most TVs made in the last several years do. If
your TV is 4K, get a 4K player so you're not leaving picture quality on the table. If your TV
is an older HD set, a cheaper HD stick is all you need and saves money. You'll also want
fast-enough internet for 4K — streaming services suggest roughly 25 megabits per second
for the sharpest picture. If your Wi-Fi is shaky in the TV room, that matters more than which
player you buy (our slow-Wi-Fi-and-buffering guide can help). Don't pay for 4K on an HD
TV A 4K player can't add detail a non-4K TV can't show. On an older set, the budget HD
stick is the smatrt, frugal choice.

SETTING IT UP

14. Setting any of them up

The steps are nearly identical across all four.

* Plug the player into an HDMI port on the TV (and into power).

e Turn the TV to that HDMI input — press Input or Source until you see it.

» Join your home Wi-Fi by picking your network and typing the password.

e Sign in to your account (Roku, Amazon, Google, or Apple) — make one free if you don't
have it.

* Add your apps and sign in to each one once.

* Point the remote at the TV and let it learn your volume and power.

The sign-ins are the fiddly part Setting up the box is easy; it's typing passwords for six
different streaming apps on a TV remote that wears people out. Have your passwords
handy — or let me do the whole thing in one visit.
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PRIVACY

15. A word on privacy and tracking
These players watch what you watch, to a degree.

All of the ad-supported players (Roku, Fire TV, Google TV) collect information about what
you watch to target those home-screen ads. It's not sinister, but you can turn a lot of it
down in Settings under privacy or advertising. Apple TV collects the least and shows no
banner ads, which is part of what you pay extra for. Separately, your TV itself may track
viewing through a feature called ACR — that's a different setting on the TV, not the player.
Our guide on stopping your smart TV from tracking you covers how to switch that off. A
two-minute privacy pass After setup, dip into the player's Settings and look for "privacy" or
"advertising." Turning off personalized ads there calms the home screen and shares less
about your habits.

BUYING SMART

16. What to pay, and where to buy

Buy from a real store, and wait for a sale.

Streaming players go on sale constantly — around big shopping weekends the budget
sticks drop to bargain prices. There's rarely a reason to pay full list. Buy from the maker's
own site or a well-known retailer so you get a genuine unit with a warranty. Be wary of
suspiciously cheap "Android TV boxes" from unknown sellers on marketplace sites. They
often come loaded with junk, miss app support, and stop getting updates. One of these four
name-brand players is worth the few extra dollars.

If a deal looks too good, it probably is Mystery streaming boxes advertised with "free
movies" are a common way to get malware or a device that quits working. Stick to the four
brands in this guide, bought from a reputable store.
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COMMON MISTAKES

17. Common mistakes when choosing
Sidestep these and you'll be happy with your pick.

* Overbuying. The top-tier box is wasted on a single HD TV — match the player to the set.
 Ignoring your phone. An iPhone household is happiest on Apple; an Android one on
Google. Fighting that adds friction.

« Mixing brands across the house. Different remotes on each TV means more confusion,
not less.

» Forgetting the ads. If a cluttered menu will bother you daily, that's a real reason to choose
differently.

¢ Buying a no-name box to save ten dollars, then losing app support and updates.

The cheapest box isn't always the best value A brand-name stick that keeps getting updates
for years beats a mystery box that's abandoned in a season. Value is about the long run.

HELPING A PARENT

18. Buying one for a parent
Pick for calm and consistency, not features.

If you're setting a parent up from a distance, favor the simplest, calmest experience: Roku's
plain grid or Apple's ad-free screen, with voice search turned on so they can say a show's
name instead of typing. Put the same brand on every TV in their home so there's only one
remote to learn. Label the remote's most-used buttons, write their streaming passwords in
one safe place, and consider removing apps they'll never use so the home screen is short
and clear. The goal is a TV they can run without calling you every week. | can be your
boots on the ground If your folks are here in Portage County, I'll pick the right player, set
every TV up the same, and leave a simple one-page cheat sheet. Call (330) 200-8042.
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WHICH TO PICK

19. Your quick decision checklist
Answer these and the choice usually makes itself.

* What phone do you carry? iPhone leans Apple; Android leans Google.

* Do you live in Amazon/Alexa? Fire TV fits.

« Want simplest and brand-neutral? Roku.

« Do ads on the home screen bother you? Pay up for Apple, or choose Roku.

e Isyour TV 4K? Get a 4K player; if it's HD, save with an HD stick.

* Buying for several TVs? Use the same brand on all of them.

* There's no wrong answer here All four are good. This checklist just points you to the one
that will annoy you least and feel most familiar.

COMMON QUESTIONS

20. Common Questions
The questions | hear most when people are choosing.

Q: Do I need a streaming player if my TV is already smart? Not strictly, but a dedicated
player is usually faster, smoother, and supported with updates for far longer than a TV's
built-in apps. A cheap stick often revives a sluggish older smart TV. Q: Will | lose any of my
shows by picking one over another? No. Netflix, Prime, Hulu, Disney+, Max, YouTube,
live-TV services and the free library apps all run on every one of the four players. Q: Which
is best for someone who isn't techy? Roku's plain grid or Apple's calm, ad-free screen, with
voice search turned on. Avoid the busiest, most ad-filled layouts for a nervous user. Q: Is
the expensive Apple TV worth it? For an Apple household that watches a lot and hates
on-screen ads, many say yes. For everyone else, a mid-range Roku or Fire TV gives you
the same shows for far less. Q: Are those cheap no-name streaming boxes a good deal?
Usually not. They often miss app support, stop getting updates, and can carry junk
software. Stick to the four brands here from a real store. Still torn between two? Tell me
your phone and your top three apps and I'll make the call in a sentence. Call or text (330)
200-8042.
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QUICK RECAP

21. The quick recap

The whole comparison in one glance.

« All four play the same apps — you won't lose shows.

* Roku: simplest, brand-neutral, middle price.

« Fire TV: best value, fits Amazon/Alexa homes, ad-heavy screen.

« Google TV: natural for Android phones, easy casting.

« Apple TV 4K: smoothest and ad-free, and the priciest.

* Match the player to your phone and your TV; buy a 4K model only for a 4K TV.

* Buy a name brand from a real store, on sale.

* Pick the one that fits you The best streaming player is the one that matches your phone,
your apps, and your patience for ads. Any of these four will serve you well.

22. Getting Good Sound From Your Player

The picture is only half of it; sound deserves a thought too.

All four players send sound to your TV through the same HDMI cable that carries the
picture, so by default you hear whatever your TV's own speakers produce. For many that is
fine, but a few choices can make voices clearer and the whole experience richer, which
matters more as hearing changes.

If you have a soundbar, the players happily pass sound through to it, and the nicer remotes
can control its volume. The premium players and boxes also support the better surround
formats for a home-theater setup, while the budget sticks keep things simple. The biggest
everyday win, though, is usually a soundbar for clearer dialogue, not a fancy format.

» By default, sound plays through your TV's speakers over the one HDMI cable.
* A soundbar makes voices far clearer and is the best bang for the buck.

* Premium boxes support richer surround formats for home-theater fans.

* The nicer remotes can adjust soundbar or TV volume directly.

Look in the player's audio settings for a dialogue or speech-enhancement option, and for a
setting that evens out loud and soft parts. These can make mumbled TV speech much
easier to follow without blasting the volume.

You do not need surround sound to be happy. Match the player to what you have: a budget
stick suits TV speakers fine, and if you add a soundbar later, any of the four will work with
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it. Clear sound is often the upgrade people notice most once they have it.

23. Accessibility Features on Each Player
All four work hard to be usable for everyone.

If small text, low vision, or hearing make TV a strain, every one of these players has
accessibility features built in, and they are worth turning on. They live in the Settings menu
under accessibility, and once set they apply across your apps.

All four offer closed captions you can size up and recolor for easier reading, a spoken
screen reader that reads menus aloud, and ways to enlarge or sharpen on-screen text.
Apple and Google lean on their phone ecosystems for extra options, while Roku and Fire
TV keep theirs plain and easy to find. Voice search, on all of them, is itself a huge
accessibility help.

» Closed captions with adjustable size, color, and background.
* A screen reader that speaks menu items aloud for low vision.
* Text and interface zoom to make everything larger.

* High-contrast menus on several of the players.

Turn on the caption size and color settings in the player itself, not just inside Netflix or
another app. Setting it at the player level means captions look the same, and readable,
across every app you open.

Spend ten minutes in the accessibility menu when you set a player up, especially for an
older viewer. Larger captions, a bit of text zoom, and voice search together can turn a
frustrating TV into a comfortable one, and none of it costs a thing.

24. The Free Channels Built Right In

Every player comes with free movies and live channels.

People often think a streaming player is useless without paid subscriptions. Not so. Each of
the four comes with its own free, ad-supported channels and on-demand movies, so there
is plenty to watch the moment you set it up, before you pay for anything.

Roku has The Roku Channel, Amazon's Fire TV features its free offering, and all four carry
popular free services with grids of live channels and libraries of older movies and shows.
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These run commercials, like old broadcast TV, but they cost nothing and the selection is
surprisingly deep.

« Each player includes its own free, ad-supported channel.

* Free services with live channel grids run on all four players.
* Expect commercials, but no subscription and no sign-up fee.
* Great for news, classic movies, and background viewing.

GOOD TO KNOW

These free services change names and lineups over time, and new ones appear, so treat

the specifics as a moving target. The point that stays true is that every player gives you a lot
to watch for free out of the box.

If you are trimming your streaming bill, lean on these free channels plus your library apps,
like Kanopy and Hoopla, before adding paid services. Many households find the free
offerings, combined with an antenna, cover more of their watching than they expected.

25. Searching Across All Your Apps at Once

Find a show without opening app after app.

One of the quiet comforts of a good streaming player is universal search: you ask for a
movie once, and the player looks across all your apps to tell you where it is playing. No
more opening Netflix, then Prime, then Max, hunting for one film.

Press the microphone on the remote and say a title, an actor, or a genre, and the player
shows every app that has it, so you can pick the one you already pay for. Google and
Apple are especially strong here, Roku keeps it simple, and Fire TV ties it to Alexa. For all
four, it saves a great deal of squinting and typing.

e Say a title or an actor once and search every app together.

« See which service has it, including free ones, before you open anything.

» Voice search beats pecking letters out on a remote keyboard.

* Results often include free and rental options alongside your subscriptions.

GOOD TO KNOW

When search offers the same movie on several services, choose the one you already
subscribe to or a free option, rather than paying to rent something you could watch at no
extra cost. The list usually shows this at a glance.
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This single feature changes how a player feels day to day. Instead of remembering which
service carries which show, you simply ask and go. For anyone juggling a few apps, it is
one of the strongest reasons a dedicated player beats a TV's clunky built-in menus.

26. Wiring, Wi-Fi, and a Steady Picture

The best player stutters on a weak connection.

No matter which player you choose, it is only as smooth as the internet feeding it.
Buffering, spinning circles, and a fuzzy picture that sharpens up are almost always a Wi-Fi
problem, not a fault in the player. A little attention here pays off more than spending extra
on the box.

Streaming services suggest a decent speed for sharp high-definition, and more for 4K, so
the TV room needs a solid signal. The premium boxes and the step-up models often
include an Ethernet port so you can run a cable straight to your router for a rock-steady
connection, which is the surest fix of all.

 Buffering is usually weak Wi-Fi, not the player itself.

* 4K needs a faster connection than plain high-definition.

* A wired Ethernet connection, where the box offers it, is the most reliable.
* A mesh system or extender can rescue a far-off TV room.

The cheapest sticks usually connect by Wi-Fi only, with no Ethernet port. If your TV room
has shaky Wi-Fi and you cannot improve it, a model with an Ethernet port is worth the extra
few dollars.

If one TV constantly buffers while others are fine, the problem is the signal reaching that
room. Move the router, add a mesh point, or run a cable before you blame the player. My
slow-Wi-Fi-and-buffering guide walks through the fixes step by step.

27. The Phone App That Comes With Each Player

Your phone can be a second remote, and more.

Every one of these players has a free companion app for your phone, and it is a handy
thing to know about, especially when the little remote goes missing down the couch
cushions. The app turns your phone into a full remote, and often does a few things the
physical remote cannot.
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Beyond basic controls, the phone app usually makes typing passwords far easier, since
you tap your phone's keyboard instead of pecking letters on screen. Several also offer
private listening, piping the TV's sound to headphones plugged into your phone, which is
wonderful for watching late without disturbing anyone.

* Use the phone app as a backup remote when the real one is lost.

* Type passwords and searches on your phone's easier keyboard.

* Private listening sends sound to your phone's headphones on several players.
* The app helps set up the player and manage its settings.

Install the companion app the day you set up the player, before you ever lose the remote.
Then a misplaced clicker is a minor annoyance instead of a stranded TV, and you have the
easier keyboard ready for all those app sign-ins.

Private listening alone makes the app worth having for many households: one person
watches with headphones while another sleeps, no soundbar or special hardware needed.
It is one of those small features that quietly earns its place once you try it.

28. Profiles for Different People in the House
Keep everyone's shows and suggestions separate.

When more than one person uses the same TV, their tastes get tangled: your spouse's
crime dramas crowd your suggestions, the grandkids' cartoons pop up everywhere.
Several players, and most streaming apps, offer profiles to keep each person's watching
and recommendations their own.

Profiles work at two levels. Some players let each household member have their own
profile on the device itself, while apps like Netflix have long had profiles inside them. The
combination means your continue-watching row, your suggestions, and your place in a
series stay yours, not a jumble of everyone's.

A device profile keeps each person’'s home screen and suggestions separate.
App profiles, like those in Netflix, track each viewer's progress.

A dedicated kids' profile limits what children see.

Switching profiles is usually a quick tap from the home screen.

Tech Made Simple. Service Made Personal. Page 19 of 27
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk.
For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



Bill's Home Tech BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042
Roku vs. Apple TV vs. Fire TV vs. Google TV (Honest Comparison)

GOOD TO KNOW

Profile support varies by player and by app, so it is stronger on some combinations than
others. If keeping viewers separate matters to you, it is worth a quick check before you buy.

For a shared living-room TV, setting up profiles once saves a lot of small frustrations.
Everyone gets suggestions that make sense, nobody loses their place in a show, and a
kids' profile keeps the little ones in safe territory. It is a five-minute setup that pays off every
evening.

29. Keeping It Updated and Knowing When to Replace

These players last for years, then quietly age out.

A big reason to buy a name-brand player is that it keeps getting software updates, adding
features and keeping apps working, long after a TV's built-in system has been abandoned.
The players update themselves automatically as long as they stay connected, so there is
nothing to do but leave it be.

Over several years, though, even a good player slows down as apps grow heavier, and
eventually the maker stops updating the oldest models. When a player feels sluggish,
loses an app that will not reinstall, or stops receiving updates, that is the gentle signal it is
time for a fresh one, and happily these are inexpensive.

* Players update themselves automatically over the internet.

* Updates keep apps working and add occasional new features.

« After several years, an old model may slow down or lose app support.
* A new budget stick is a cheap, easy refresh when that day comes.

If a player that worked fine for years suddenly turns sluggish, try a restart and check for
updates first. That often revives it. Only when it keeps struggling, or drops updates entirely,
is it truly time to replace.

The good news is replacement is painless: unplug the old stick, plug in the new one, sign in
to your apps, and you are current again for years. Compared with replacing a whole smart
TV, refreshing a little player now and then is a bargain way to stay up to date.
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30. How Each Fits the Rest of Your Gadgets

The player you pick plays nicest with its own family.

Beyond watching shows, each player ties into a wider world of gadgets, and leaning into
the one you already own makes life smoother. This is really the heart of why your phone
and smart speakers should steer the choice.

Apple TV fits an iPhone-and-iPad home, with AirPlay to fling photos and video to the TV,
Siri, and tie-ins to Apple's smart-home side. Google TV suits Android phones and Google
speakers, with casting from the phone built in. Fire TV slots into an Amazon-and-Alexa
household. Roku stays happily neutral, working the same whatever else you own.

* Apple TV: AirPlay, Siri, and Apple's smart-home tie-ins for iPhone homes.
* Google TV: phone casting and Google Assistant for Android households.
* Fire TV: Alexa and Amazon tie-ins for Echo homes.

* Roku: brand-neutral, a safe match for any mix of gadgets.

GOOD TO KNOW

Casting and AirPlay let you start a video or show photos on your phone and send them to
the TV with a tap. It is one of the handiest tricks when the gadgets match, and awkward
when they do not.

If your home is a mix of brands, or you simply do not want to think about it, Roku's
neutrality is the easy answer. But if you are firmly in one camp already, matching the player
to it unlocks these extras and keeps everything feeling like one tidy system.

31. Using a Player When You Travel

Your shows can come along to the cabin or the family's house.

A streaming stick is small enough to toss in a bag, and some folks bring one along to a
vacation rental, a relative's spare room, or a hotel so they can watch their own apps on a
strange TV. It can work beautifully, with a couple of catches worth knowing before you
count on it.

At a house with ordinary home Wi-Fi, a travel stick is easy: plug it into the TV's HDMI port,
join the Wi-Fi, and your apps are there. Hotel and public Wi-Fi are trickier, because their
sign-in pages often confuse streaming devices, and the TVs may lock out the HDMI ports
entirely.
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* A stick is pocket-sized and travels easily.

« At a home with normal Wi-Fi, setup is as simple as at your own house.
» Hotel sign-in pages and locked TV inputs can block a travel stick.
 Sign out of your apps before leaving a device behind for good.

If you ever sell, return, or leave a player behind, sign out of all your streaming apps and
reset the device first, so none of your accounts travel with it. This is the same care you
would take wiping an old phone.

For visiting family or a cabin with regular internet, a travel stick is a lovely bit of comfort. For
hotels, go in expecting it may not cooperate. Either way, resetting it before you part with it
keeps your accounts safe, which is the one habit not to skip.

32. Kids, Grandkids, and Parental Controls

Keep young viewers in safe, age-right territory.

If grandchildren visit or children share the TV, every one of these players offers parental
controls to keep viewing age-appropriate and to stop surprise purchases. They are tucked
in the Settings menu, and setting them up once gives you real peace of mind.

The controls generally let you set a PIN that blocks mature content, hide or lock certain
apps, and require that PIN before anything can be rented or bought. Several players also

offer a dedicated kids' mode or profile that shows only child-friendly apps and a simpler
screen.

» Set a PIN to block mature-rated content.

* Require the PIN before any rental or purchase can go through.
* Use a kids' profile or mode to show only child-friendly apps.

* Hide or lock apps you do not want little ones opening.

The purchase PIN is the one not to skip. It stops a curious child, or an accidental press,

from renting a movie or buying something with a tap. Turn it on even if you do not use the
other controls.

A few minutes in the parental-controls menu turns the TV into a place you can leave a child
without worry. For grandparents especially, knowing the grandkids cannot stumble onto
something unsuitable, or run up a bill, makes the visiting hours far more relaxing.
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33. The Remote: Pairing, Batteries, and Finding It

The little clicker is the part you handle most.

Since you hold the remote far more than you look at the box, it is worth knowing how to
keep it working and how to cope when it wanders off. The remotes are simple, but a few
facts save a lot of head-scratching.

Most of these remotes pair to the player wirelessly, so they do not need to be pointed
straight at it, and they run on either replaceable or rechargeable batteries depending on the
model. If a remote stops responding, fresh batteries and a quick re-pairing, usually holding
a button until a light blinks, fix the great majority of problems.

* Most remotes work wirelessly and need no clear line of sight.

« Swap in fresh batteries, or recharge, when a remote acts up.

» Re-pair a stubborn remote by holding its pairing button as the guide shows.

* The phone companion app fills in as a remote while you hunt for the real one.

GOOD TO KNOW

Some step-up remotes, like the Roku Ultra's and others, have a lost-remote finder: a button
on the player, or a command in the app, makes the remote beep so you can track it down in
the cushions.

If tiny buttons are a struggle, remember the nicer remotes are larger and add volume and
power buttons for your TV, and voice search spares you the button-pecking entirely.
Between a backup in the phone app and a beeper on some models, a lost or balky remote
need never strand your TV.

34. Using the Right Player to Trim Your Streaming Bill

The player you pick can quietly save you money every month.

Whichever of the four you choose, the player itself can be a tool for keeping your monthly
streaming spending down, not just a way to watch. The trick is to lean on what comes free
and to treat paid subscriptions as something you turn on and off, rather than keep forever
out of habit.

Every player comes with free, ad-supported channels and movies, and every one runs your
library's free apps. Start there. Then, for paid services, remember you can subscribe for the
month you want a particular show, watch it, and cancel; the player makes it easy to add
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and remove apps as your watching changes through the year.

* Lean on the free channels and library apps that come on every player.

* Subscribe to a paid service for a month, watch what you wanted, then cancel.
* Rotate services rather than paying for several you rarely open.

« Keep an eye on which apps you actually use each month.

Once a season, look at your subscriptions and ask which ones you actually watched.
Cancel the dormant ones; the player keeps your account, so you can resume any of them
later with a tap when there is something new you want.

This is where picking a player you find pleasant matters: a home screen you can navigate
easily makes it simpler to see and manage what you subscribe to. My streaming-bill-audit

and cord-cutting guides go deeper, but the habit starts here, with a player that lets you pay
only for what you are truly watching.

BILL'S HERE TO HELP

35. You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

| hope this guide made choosing and setting up the right streaming player feel a little less
daunting and a lot more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come
back to a page whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything. When
you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what | do. | come to your home, work at your pace,
and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the parts
that don't need me on-site | can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit comes
with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. I'm a patient tech helper — not a mechanic, an
electrician, or the manufacturer — so for repairs, wiring, or warranty work I'll help you
understand your options and line up a trustworthy local pro. Bill's Home Tech — real help,
close to home Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving
Atwater and all of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if

you're ever not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. —
Bill
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AT A GLANCE

A Picture to Follow Along

The Four Players, Side by Side

Same shows -- different feel, ads, and price

Feels like Home-screen ads Rough price
Roku Simple, neutral Some, tidy $30-$100
Fire TV Amazon world Heavy $20-$85
Google TV Android, casting Some ~$100
Apple TV 4K Smooth, polished None $130-$200

Prices are rough ranges to compare by -- confirm current before buying.
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AT A GLANCE

A Second Look

Which One Fits You?

A quick steer by household

What matters most to you?

Simplest and Already Apple, Amazon/Alexa
cheapest? hate ads? or Android?
( N\ [ N\ [ )
Roku -- plain Apple TV 4K -- Fire TV, or
grid, any smooth and Google TV --
phone ad-free fits in
\_ /L /L J
( There is no wrong answer -- all four are good. This just avoids daily annoyance. )

lllustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ.

BEFORE YOU GO

A Note From Bill

A quick note from Bill. | write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do
my best to keep every step accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a
bit different, so | can't promise a guide will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem.
These guides are for general information only — they're not professional, legal, or financial
advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or the manufacturer's instructions.
Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here at your own risk. If a
step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or climbing a ladder
— or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional (or give
me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that results.
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BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

HOW | CAN HELP

Your Visit — and My Promise

In-home visit — $99 flat for your first visit. No contracts and no surprise charges, and a
30-day follow-up is included.

Remote Support — $49 for a screen-share session. | only connect with your permission, you
watch the whole time, and you can end anytime. If | can't fix it over the screen-share, | refund
the $49 — and if it turns out you need me in person, that $49 goes toward your visit. It's
included free for Support Plan members ($39/mo).

GOOD TO KNOW

My promise — If you're not 100% satisfied with your visit, I'll come back at no charge, or
refund the full $99. No questions, no awkwardness. That's how I'd want to be treated.

Call or text (330) 200-8042 - Book a visit: billshometech.com/book - bill@billshometech.com

This free guide is for general information only — not professional advice, and no substitute for your device's own manual. Any prices

or outside products mentioned can change; please confirm current details before you buy. Please use your own good judgment and

follow it at your own risk — for anything involving electricity, gas, water, or heights, stop and call a licensed professional. Bill's Home
Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any damage, data loss, or injury that results. © 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC.
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