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A robot and a houseful of fur can get along

If you share your home with a shedding dog or cat, a robot vacuum can be one of
the kindest helpers you'll ever own — it sweeps up the hair every single day so you
don't have to. But a pet home asks a few special questions, and this guide walks
you through them calmly.

I'm Bill, and | run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. In 30+ years of helping folks
with their gear, pets come up in almost every conversation about robot vacuums — the hair,
the nervous dog, and the worry we'll get to on a later page. Think of this as me at your kitchen
table, talking it through one worry at a time.

We'll cover how to pick a robot that laughs at pet hair, how to keep it from making a mess
worse, and how to help a jumpy pet learn the robot is nothing to fear. No jargon, no selling —
just honest advice.

[J Not sure where to start?

If you'd like a hand thinking it through before you spend a dollar, call or text me at (330)
200-8042. | don't sell these machines and earn no commission, so the advice is just
honest advice — with nothing to sell you.
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The whole guide, on one page

If you remember only these things, your robot and your pets will get along just fine.

O

For a shedding pet, a rubber or tangle-resistant brush matters more than almost any other
feature.

Want stronger suction and a bigger bin — hair fills a small bin fast.
A self-emptying dock is a real comfort in a hairy home; it hides the fur away for weeks.

The 'poop-tracking' nightmare is real — a robot can smear a pet accident across the
whole floor.

Some robots spot and steer around pet messes, but no robot is guaranteed to — don't
run one unattended if accidents happen.

Introduce the robot to a nervous pet slowly: short runs while you're home, at quiet times,
with treats.

[J One rule to hold onto

The hair is a shopping question; the accident is a running question. Pick the right brush
and bin when you buy — then decide, honestly, whether it's safe to let the robot run
when nobody's watching.
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Why pet hair is a robot's big test

Pets are one of the best reasons to own a robot vacuum — and pet hair is the
single thing that separates a robot that thrives from one that chokes.

Long hair is a robot's natural enemy. It wraps around the spinning brush and winds into the
wheels and, left alone, slowly strangles the machine until it stalls or gives up. A robot that isn't
built for hair will frustrate you within a week in a shedding home.

The good news is that the robot world solved most of this. Many models now use rubber or
'tangle-free’ brushes designed to shed hair straight into the bin instead of winding it around
themselves. If you have a shedding dog or cat, this is the feature to insist on.

I The brush is where hair hides

Even a tangle-resistant brush wants a quick check now and then. A pair of scissors
and two minutes keeps a pet-home robot running happily — our yearly-cost guide
shows the simple routine.
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The four features a pet home wants

You don't need the most expensive robot on the shelf. You need four specific things
that handle fur well.

+ A tangle-free brush — rubber or anti-wrap, so hair sheds into the bin instead of winding
up and stalling the robot.

« Strong suction — hair clings to carpet and upholstered edges, and more suction pulls it
loose.

+ A bigger dust bin — hair is fluffy and fills a small bin fast, so a larger bin means fewer
trips to empty it.

+ A good filter — pet dander is fine stuff, and a decent filter helps keep the air easier on
anyone with allergies.

[0 Suction isn't everything

A giant suction number won't save a robot with a brush that tangles. For a shedding
pet, the brush comes first, then suction and bin size. Match those three and the robot
will keep up with the fur.
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Where a self-emptying dock really earns its keep

If there's one home where a self-emptying dock is worth the extra money, it's a
hairy one.

A self-emptying dock sucks the robot's bin into a big bag each time it comes home, so instead
of emptying a fur-packed bin every day or two, you change a bag every few weeks. In a
shedding home that's the difference between a daily chore and barely thinking about it.

The trade-offs are honest ones: these docks cost more, take up more room, and give a loud
whoosh when they empty. Many folks happily accept all three to keep the hair out of sight and
out of mind.

00 Time the loud whoosh

If the empty-out noise startles the pet, set the robot to finish while you're out, so the
whoosh happens to an empty house. Our docks guide weighs the self-empty dock up
in full.

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 6 of 29

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



THE ACCIDENT PROBLEM BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042

The one that every pet owner dreads

Let's talk plainly about the nightmare scenario, because knowing it in advance is
how you avoid it.

If a robot vacuum drives into a solid pet accident, it doesn't stop and apologize — it drives
straight through, winds the mess into its brush, and paints a trail across every floor it visits
before it finally docks. It is exactly as bad as it sounds, and it happens most often when a
robot runs on a schedule while nobody is home.

This isn't a reason to avoid robots — it's a reason to run yours thoughtfully. The next page
covers the newer robots that try to dodge messes, and the honest limits of that promise.

I'If accidents ever happen, don't run it unattended

A robot that cleans while you're away is a joy — until the one morning it isn't. If your pet
still has accidents, even rarely, do not let the robot run when no one is watching. A
quick glance at the floor before you press start saves a very bad afternoon.
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Can arobot spot the mess and steer around it?

Some newer robots use a camera and clever software to recognize obstacles —
shoes, cords, and yes, pet messes — and drive around them. It's a genuine
advance. It is not a guarantee.

Robots with obstacle-avoidance cameras and pet-mess detection are much less likely to track
an accident across your floors, and some makers are confident enough to promise it. On a
good day, in good light, they work well and will steer clear of a mess entirely.

But 'much less likely' is not 'never.' Poor light, a small or oddly shaped mess, or a soft one can
still fool the camera. Treat the feature as a helpful safety net, not a promise you'd bet a clean
carpet on.

I' A camera that sees the mess also sees the room

Robots that avoid messes usually do it with a camera that photographs your home. If
that gives you pause, check what's recorded and uploaded and use the privacy
settings — our privacy guide covers it. Laser-only robots don't photograph rooms, but
can't spot a mess either.
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How to run arobot safely in a pet home
A few simple habits let you enjoy daily clean floors without ever risking the

nightmare on page six.

0 If your pet never has accidents, a scheduled run while you're out is perfectly fine — enjoy
it.

0 If accidents happen even rarely, run the robot only when you're home to glance at the
floor first.

0 Do aten-second floor check before you press start — it's the whole game.

0 Fence off the pet's favorite accident spot with a no-go zone in the app until you trust the
routine.

0 Keep the litter box area and food bowls on the robot's no-go list so it doesn't scatter litter
or kibble.

0 Let the dog out, then let the robot run
Many folks run the robot right after the morning walk or the dog's trip outside, when an
accident is least likely. A little timing removes most of the risk.
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Litter, food bowls, and the pet's own spots

Beyond hair and accidents, a few everyday pet things trip robots up — and each
has an easy fix.

A litter box is a classic troublemaker: a robot can track scattered litter across the house or
bump the box. The simplest answer is a no-go zone around it in the app, or a little mat the
robot is told to avoid. Food and water bowls deserve the same treatment so they don't get
bumped and spilled.

Pet beds, blankets, and toys left on the floor are the other snag — a robot can drag a blanket
or swallow a small toy. A quick tidy of the pet's things before a run keeps the robot out of
trouble, the same way you'd pick up cords and loose rugs.

[J Draw the lines once

Setting no-go zones around the litter box and bowls is a one-time job in the app. Once
they're drawn, the robot respects them on every run — and that's exactly the kind of
setup I'm glad to do on a visit.
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Two kinds of homes, two sets of needs

The right approach for a calm, tidy pet isn't the same as the right approach for a
nervous dog or a cat that still has the odd accident. Picture your own home and pet
as you read.

A calm pet with no accidents

If your dog or cat is settled, house-trained, and unbothered by noise, your only real question is
handling the hair — and you can enjoy the robot at its most carefree.

+ Pick for hair: tangle-free brush, strong suction, bigger bin.
+ A self-emptying dock keeps the fur out of sight for weeks.
« A scheduled run while you're out is perfectly safe.

+ A no-go zone around the litter box and bowils is all the fuss needed.

A nervous pet or one that has accidents

If your pet spooks at noise, or still has the occasional accident, you'll want to go slower and
keep a closer eye until you trust the routine.

« Introduce the robot gradually, with short runs while you're home.
« Run it only when someone can glance at the floor first.
+ Consider a robot that spots and avoids messes — as a safety net.

« Fence off trouble spots until the pet and the routine settle.

[J Somewhere in between?

Most pet homes are. Tell me your pet, your floors, and whether accidents still happen,
and I'll help you land on the right robot and a safe routine — without overspending. Call
(330) 200-8042.
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Introducing the robot to a nervous dog or cat

A robot that hums and wanders can unsettle a pet at first. A gentle introduction
turns a scary intruder into part of the furniture.

Start with the robot switched off, sitting in the middle of the room. Let your pet sniff it and
circle it on their own terms, with a few treats nearby, so it becomes a familiar object before it
ever moves. Never force a frightened pet toward it.

When you do run it, pick a quiet time, keep the first runs short, and stay in the room so your
pet can read from you that all is well. Most dogs and cats lose interest within a few sessions
and simply ignore the robot after that.

[0 Give a fearful pet an exit
Run the first few cleans with a door open to a quiet room, so a nervous pet can retreat
if they want to. Feeling they can leave is often what lets them choose to stay.

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 12 of 29

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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Noise, timing, and the pet's day

The robot's noise is the pet's main objection. A little thought about when it runs
settles most of it.

Robots are far quieter than an upright vacuum, but they're not silent, and a self-emptying dock
gives a loud whoosh when it empties. A nervous pet may handle the robot's gentle hum fine
but startle at that sudden whoosh, so it's worth knowing which noise bothers your pet.

Many folks set the robot to clean while the pet is napping, out in the yard, or while the house
is empty — so the noise happens when it bothers no one. Over time, a predictable routine
helps even a jumpy pet relax, because the robot stops being a surprise.

O Predictable beats random
A robot that runs at the same calm time each day becomes background noise a pet

learns to ignore. Surprise runs at odd hours keep a nervous pet on edge — routine is
reassuring.
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More than one pet, more than one floor

A busy household with several pets — and maybe stairs — just needs a little more
planning, not a fancier robot.

More pets means more hair, so lean harder toward the tangle-free brush, the strong suction,
and especially the self-emptying dock, which pays off fastest the more fur there is. A bigger
bin saves trips when two or three animals are shedding at once.

Remember a robot can't climb stairs — it stops at the top thanks to its cliff sensors but won't
go up or down. In a two-story pet home you either keep one robot per floor or carry the single
robot between them. Many folks keep one downstairs where the pets and the living happen.

I Watch dark stair edges on early runs

Cliff sensors read the floor with light, so a very dark or glossy stair edge can
occasionally fool them. On the first few runs near stairs, keep an eye on the robot — a
strip of light-colored tape at the edge gives the sensor something to see.
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Keeping up with the hair over time

A pet-home robot works hard, and a little upkeep keeps it working well. None of it is
difficult.

Hair collects in a few predictable places: wound around the main brush, caught in the side
brush, tangled in the wheels, and packed into the filter. A quick check of each, now and then,
is the whole secret to a robot that keeps its suction and doesn't stall.

How often depends on how much your pet sheds — a heavy shedder might want a weekly
peek, a light one far less. You'll quickly learn your own pet's rhythm. Our yearly-cost guide
lays out a simple maintenance calendar so nothing sneaks up on you.

[0 Keep a spare filter on hand

Pet dander clogs a filter faster than an average home's dust. Having a spare filter and
brush in the drawer means you're never waiting on a part to get the robot back to full
suction.
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A word on allergies and dander

If someone in the house reacts to pet dander, a robot can help — within honest
limits.

A robot that runs daily keeps the floor-level hair and dander from building up, which many
allergy sufferers notice. A good filter catches the fine stuff rather than puffing it back into the
room, so it's worth choosing a robot with a decent filter if allergies are a concern.

What a robot won't do is clean the air or reach the dander on sofas, curtains, and bedding —
those still want your own attention. Think of the robot as one helpful piece of the picture,
keeping the floors from ever getting bad between your deeper cleans.

[0 Change the filter a bit more often

In an allergy home, swapping the filter a little sooner than the instructions suggest
keeps it catching the fine dander instead of letting it slip through. It's a small cost for
easier breathing.
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A pet-home shopping checklist

Keep this open while you shop, online or in the store. Check each box before you
buy.

0 It has a rubber or tangle-resistant brush, not a bristle brush that winds up hair.

0 It has strong enough suction for my carpet and upholstered edges.

0 Its dust bin is large, since hair fills a small one fast.

0 I've decided whether a self-emptying dock is worth the money and the space — in a hairy
home it usually is.

0 It has afilter | can replace, and | can get spares.

0 If accidents still happen, I've thought about a mess-avoiding model — and about not
running it unattended.

0 | can set no-go zones around the litter box and food bowls.

0 | checked the current price rather than trusting an old sticker.

[0 Buy where returns are easy

Even the right robot can surprise you once it meets your real pet and floors. Buying
somewhere with a friendly return window takes the pressure off the decision.
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Common mistakes in a pet home

A handful of avoidable slip-ups account for most pet-and-robot regret. Now you'll
know them in advance.

« Buying a bristle-brush robot for a shedding pet, then fighting wrapped hair forever after.

« Running it unattended in a home where accidents still happen — the one mistake that
can ruin a whole floor.

« Trusting mess-detection completely — treating a helpful safety net as an ironclad
promise.

« Forgetting the litter box — no no-go zone, so the robot scatters litter across the house.

« Skipping the brush check — letting wound hair slowly choke the robot's suction.

I The costly one is the accident

Every other mistake here is an annoyance. Running the robot unattended when
accidents can happen is the one that turns into an afternoon of scrubbing. When in
doubt, watch it run.
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Setting honest expectations

A robot vacuum is a wonderful helper in a pet home. Knowing what it is — and isn't
— keeps you happy with your choice.

A robot keeps the daily fur from ever piling up, so your floors stay consistently better than they
would between hand-vacuums. In a shedding home that's a real quality-of-life change — you
stop seeing tumbleweeds of hair in the corners.

What it won't do is handle the hair on the sofa, the stairs, and the bedding, or replace the
occasional deep clean. And it will only stay out of trouble if you run it thoughtfully around
accidents. Owners who expect a helpful routine, run with a little care, are the ones who love it.

[0 The magic is in the schedule
A robot run daily or every other day keeps pet hair so consistently in check that the big
clean comes around far less often. Set it for a quiet time and let it become invisible.

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 19 of 29

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



WHICH ROBOT FITS BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042

Tying it back to choosing the robot

Everything here is really one slice of the bigger question: which robot fits your
whole house? Pets just tip the scales toward certain features.

If you're still choosing your first robot, our 'which robot fits your house' guide walks through
floors, rooms, stairs, and budget alongside pets. Read the two together and the pet features
here slot neatly into the wider picture — you won't overbuy, and you won't skimp on the one
thing that matters for fur.

And when the robot acts up — gets tangled, stalls, or loses its way — that's rarely a crisis.
Our 'fix list' guide walks through the common hiccups calmly, and a wound-up brush from pet
hair is right at the top of it.

[ Let's match it to your pets

Tell me about your pets — how much they shed, whether they're nervous, whether
accidents still happen — and I'll help you pick the robot and the routine that fit. Call or
text (330) 200-8042.
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Questions to ask before you buy

Whether you're talking to a salesperson or to me, these are the questions that get a
pet owner to the right machine.

Q: Does it have a tangle-free brush?
For a shedding pet this is the first question, not the last. Ask specifically about a rubber or
anti-wrap brush, not a bristle one.

Q: Can it spot and avoid pet messes?
Some camera models can, and it's a helpful safety net — but never a guarantee. If accidents
happen, plan to supervise regardless.

Q: How big is the bin, and is there a self-emptying dock?
Hair fills a small bin fast. A bigger bin means fewer trips, and a self-empty dock means a bag
every few weeks instead of a daily chore.

Q: Can | set no-go zones for the litter box and bowls?
You'll want to fence those off so the robot doesn't scatter litter or spill a bowl. Make sure the
app lets you draw those lines.

(0 There's no silly question
If a salesperson waves off your worry about the accident problem, that's a reason to
ask someone who takes it seriously — it's the most real concern a pet owner has.
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Common Questions

The questions | hear most from pet owners thinking about a robot vacuum,
answered plainly.

Q: Will the robot really smear a pet accident everywhere?

It can, if it drives into a solid mess — that's the nightmare every pet owner dreads. The fix is
simple: if accidents still happen, don't let the robot run unattended, and glance at the floor
before you start it.

Q: Is a mess-avoiding robot worth the extra money?
If your pet still has accidents, it's a helpful safety net — but treat it as a net, not a guarantee.
Poor light or an odd mess can still fool it, so supervise anyway if accidents are a real risk.

Q: My cat is terrified of it. Will she ever get used to it?
Most pets do. Introduce it switched off with treats nearby, then run it short and quiet while
you're there. Over a few calm sessions most cats simply ignore it as part of the furniture.

Q: Will it keep up with a heavy shedder?
Yes, if you pick for it: a tangle-free brush, strong suction, a bigger bin, and ideally a
self-emptying dock. Run daily and it keeps the hair from ever piling up.

Q: Does it handle litter boxes and food bowls?
Only if you tell it to leave them alone. Set no-go zones around the litter box and bowls in the
app so the robot doesn't scatter litter or bump a bowl — a one-time setup.

0 Still weighing it up?

Pets make the robot question more interesting, not harder. Call or text me at (330)
200-8042 and we'll find the robot — and the routine — that keeps your floors clean and
your pet comfortable.
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You don't have to do this alone

You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

| hope this guide made robot vacuums and pets feel a little less daunting and a lot more
doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back to a page whenever you
need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what | do. | come to your home, work at your
pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. I'll help you choose the right
machine, get it set up and mapped, connect it to your Wi-Fi and your phone, and show you
how to run it. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the parts that don't need me on-site — app
settings, schedules, a quick question — | can often help right on your screen for $49. Every
visit comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. For anything that calls for a ladder,
wiring, or digging, I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro rather than risk it.

O Bill's Home Tech —real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all
of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever
not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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What a Pet Home Needs

Pick for the fur, not for the price tag

Pet challenge What to look for

Shedding hair Tangle-free rubber brush
Hair on carpet Stronger suction
Bin fills fast Bigger bin or self-empty dock
Dander & allergy Good, filter
replaceable
Litter & bowls No-go zones in the app

Match these to your pet and the fur stops winning
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AT A GLANCE

Running It Safely With Pets

A calm routine that avoids the nightmare

BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042

( N\ [
Let the pet out Check the floor Start the run Watch if unsure
Walk or yard Ten-second Quiet time, Stay home if
first - glance no-go zones set accidents happen
\. J y

A glance before start is the whole game.
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AT A GLANCE

Meeting a Nervous Pet

Turn a scary intruder into furniture

BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042

( N\ [ N
Robot off Short runs Give an exit Same time daily
Let pet sniff, Quiet time, Open door to Routine the pet
treats nearby - you in the room a calm room - learns to ignore
\. J J \ y

Most pets settle within a few calm sessions.
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Can | Let It Run While I'm Qut?

Let your pet's habits answer honestly

Does your pet have accidents?

Never -- fully Rarely, but it Often, or a
house-trained? still happens? sick pet?
4 N\ N\ [ N\
Yes -- a scheduled Run it only when Don't run unattended;
run while out is someone can check watch it, or skip
perfectly fine the floor first the run that day
\. J . VRN J
[ Even a mess-avoiding robot is a safety net, not a guarantee -- supervise. ]

llustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ
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Need a Real Person?

You do not have to remember all of it.
You just have to remember you can call.
Friendly, in-home tech help -- | come to you.

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, | will
make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,
no fine print. That is how | would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com

Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM
— Bill

Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC - 30+ years of tech experience - Serving Portage County since 2025 - Fully Insured



BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

A Note From BIll

A quick note from Bill.
| write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so | can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or
the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or
climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.
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Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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