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A little kit that quietly saves you money

If you've ever been caught with a dead remote or a silent flashlight and no fresh
batteries in the house, this guide is for you. A small set of rechargeable batteries
and one good charger ends that scramble for good — and pays for itself over time.

I'm Bill, and | run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. For 30+ years I've helped
folks get comfortable with the gear in their homes, patiently and without the jargon.
Rechargeables are one of those small switches that make daily life easier and cheaper, once
someone shows you how to set them up.

We'll keep it simple: what to buy first, how to charge and store your batteries so a fresh set is
always ready, and — just as important — the few places rechargeables do not belong. No
need to memorize any of it.

[0 You don't have to get this perfect

A starter kit is forgiving. Buy a good charger and a couple of sets of batteries, and
you're already ahead. If you'd like a hand choosing or setting it up, call or text me at
(330) 200-8042 — that's what I'm here for.
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The whole guide, on one page
If you remember only these things, you'll have a rechargeable setup that works and

lasts.

0 A starter kit is one good charger plus a set of AA and a set of AAA rechargeable batteries
— the NiMH kind.

0 Buy afew extra, so a freshly charged set is always waiting while another set is in use.
0 Label each set with the date you charged it, so you grab the ready one.

0 Charge and store them somewhere cool and dry — not a hot garage or a sunny
windowsill.

0 They shine in high-drain, often-used gadgets — remotes, flashlights, game controllers,
wireless mice and keyboards.

0 They are NOT the right choice for smoke alarms or set-and-forget devices that want
long-life single-use batteries.

0 When a rechargeable finally wears out, recycle it at a battery drop-off — never the trash.

[0 One habit that makes it all work

Keep a charged spare set next to the charger. The moment a device goes dead, you
swap in the ready set and put the tired one on to charge. You're never caught short,
and the batteries never sit empty for long.
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What goes in a starter kit

You don't need much, and you don't need the fanciest version. Here's the whole kit,
start to finish.

The heart of it is one good charger — a little unit that plugs into the wall and refills your
batteries. Alongside it you want a set of AA rechargeables and a set of AAA rechargeables,
because those two sizes run most of the small gadgets in a home. Both are the NiMH type,
which is simply the common, friendly kind made for everyday reuse.

That's really all it takes to begin. A charger and two sizes of battery cover remotes, flashlights,
clocks, computer mice, and a long list of other odds and ends. As you'll see, buying a few
extra batteries is the one small upgrade that makes the whole system effortless.

[0 AA and AAA do most of the work

If you look around the house, the great majority of your battery gadgets take AA or
AAA. Start there. You can always add other sizes later if something you own needs
them, but these two cover most homes.
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Why bother switching at all?

The honest answer is money and convenience — and a little less waste. Let me
explain plainly.

A single-use battery is used once and thrown away. A rechargeable gets refilled and reused
many, many times before it wears out. For a gadget you feed batteries to often — a game
controller, a busy flashlight, a wireless mouse — that adds up to real savings, because you
stop buying the same batteries over and over.

There's convenience, too. Once your kit is set up, a fresh set is always waiting by the charger.
No late-night trip to the store, no digging through a drawer of dead cells. You just swap and
go. And fewer batteries in the trash is a small kindness to the world on top of it.

[0 They cost a bit more up front

A charger and good rechargeables cost more on day one than a pack of throwaways.
That's normal. The savings come as you reuse them — which is why they make the
most sense for gadgets you power often, not ones you touch once a year.
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Choosing a good charger

The charger is the piece worth getting right. A decent one is kind to your batteries
and easy on your eyes and hands.

Look for a charger from a reputable maker that handles both AA and AAA sizes, since those
are the two you'll use most. A little light or small display that tells you when each battery is full
takes the guesswork out, and a charger that charges each slot on its own is gentler than one
that treats all the batteries as a single batch.

You don't need the most expensive model with every bell and whistle. A solid, straightforward
charger that shows you when it's done is plenty for a home. Keep its little instruction sheet; it
tells you roughly how long a charge takes and anything special about your particular unit.

[0 Not sure which charger to get?

There are a lot of them out there, and the listings can be confusing. Tell me what
gadgets you want to power and I'll point you to a sensible charger and battery set — no
commission, just a straight answer. Call or text (330) 200-8042.
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The one upgrade that makes it effortless: spares

If there's a single tip that turns rechargeables from fiddly to wonderful, it's this —
own more batteries than you're using at any moment.

Here's the idea. Say your flashlight takes two AA batteries. If you own four, then one pair can
be in the flashlight while the other pair sits charged and ready by the charger. When the
flashlight dims, you swap in the ready pair and set the tired pair to charge. You're never left
waiting for a battery to fill up.

So when you buy, get a set to use and a set to spare for the gadgets you rely on. It's a small
extra cost once, and it's the difference between a system that feels seamless and one where
you're always waiting on the charger.

[0 Keep spares as matched sets

Charge and use batteries in the same little group — the pair or the four that live in a
device together. Keeping a set matched means they age evenly and behave the same.
A rubber band or a small case keeps a set together.
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Two kinds of households, two sets of needs

How big a kit you want depends on how many hungry gadgets you've got. The idea
Is the same; the size of the kit is what changes.

If you just have a few high-use gadgets

Maybe it's a TV remote, a flashlight, and a computer mouse. A small kit covers you nicely,
and you'll feel the savings on the ones you feed most.

» Start with one charger and a set each of AA and AAA batteries.

« Add one spare set for the gadget you replace batteries in most.

+ Keep the charger somewhere handy — a kitchen counter or a desk.

+ Leave low-use, set-and-forget devices on single-use batteries for now.

If a whole house is switching to rechargeables

A busy home — controllers, lots of remotes, flashlights in every room, wireless keyboards —
goes through batteries fast. A bigger kit and a simple system keep everyone supplied without
you running the show.

« Get a charger with several slots so you can refill a batch at once.
« Buy generous spares of AA and AAA — more than you think you need.
+ Pick one spot as the 'charging station' the whole family knows.

+ Label sets by date so anyone can grab a ready one — see page ten.

[0 Want help setting up a whole-house system?

This is a satisfying little project to do together. I'll help you choose the charger and
batteries, set up one tidy charging station, and label everything so the family can keep
it going without you. Call (330) 200-8042.
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How to charge them, the easy way

Charging is simple, and modern chargers do most of the thinking. A few gentle
habits keep your batteries healthy for the long haul.

Pop the batteries into the charger the way the little markings show — the flat end and the
bumpy end have to match the charger's plus and minus. Plug it in, and let the charger do its
work. When its light or display says each battery is full, you can take them out. There's no
need to leave them in for days after they're done.

You don't have to run a battery all the way dead before recharging, the way old batteries once
needed. With today's rechargeables you can top them up whenever it's convenient. If a
battery ever gets warm while charging that's usually normal, but if one gets hot or looks
swollen, take it out and don't use it — more on that a couple of pages on.

[0 Charge somewhere cool and open

Set the charger on a hard, open surface — not on a bed, a couch, or a stack of papers
that traps heat. A little airflow around it keeps everything cool and happy while it
charges.
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Storing batteries so they're ready when you are

Where you keep your batteries matters more than most folks expect. The rules are
easy and they make your sets last.

Store charged batteries somewhere cool and dry. A drawer or a cupboard inside the house is
ideal. Heat is the enemy — a hot garage, a sunny windowsill, or the top of a warm appliance
will drain and tire a battery faster. A plain room-temperature spot is perfect.

Keep loose batteries in a little case or box rather than rolling around in a drawer with coins,
keys, or other batteries. When metal objects bridge the two ends of a battery it can short out,
get hot, and drain. A simple battery case solves that and keeps your sets together and
findable.

(0 Top them up before long storage

Rechargeables slowly lose a little charge just sitting. If you're putting a set away for a
while, charge it first, and give it a fresh top-up before you put it into service after
months in the drawer.
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A little labeling goes a long way

This is the trick that separates a tidy rechargeable system from a drawer of mystery
cells. It takes seconds and saves real confusion.

When you take a set off the charger, mark it with the date. A tiny sticker, a dab from a marker
on a case, or a dot on a piece of tape all work. Now, when you reach into the drawer, you can
tell at a glance which set is freshly charged and which has been sitting a while.

Dating your sets does two good things. It helps you grab the ready set instead of a
half-drained one, and over the long run it helps you spot a battery that just isn't holding a
charge like it used to, so you know when it's finally time to retire it.

[0 Keep sets together, labeled as a group

Label the little case or the rubber-banded group, not each individual battery if that's
fiddly for your hands. The set travels and ages together, so one date on the group tells
you everything you need.
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Where rechargeables do NOT belong

Rechargeables are wonderful, but they are not the right answer for everything. A
couple of places truly call for single-use batteries, and one of them is a safety
matter.

The big one is your smoke and carbon-monoxide alarms. Those are meant to run for a long,
steady stretch on a fresh single-use battery — often a special long-life one the alarm's maker
calls for. A rechargeable can lose its charge gradually over months of just sitting, which is
exactly the wrong behavior for a device that has to be ready the day it's needed.

I Follow the alarm maker's battery instructions

For smoke and carbon-monoxide alarms, use the type of battery the maker specifies,
and replace it on their schedule — not a rechargeable. This is a safety device, not a
place to save a few dollars. Our smoke-alarm and sensor batteries guide covers this in
more detail.

There are also devices that simply want a higher voltage or a very steady one than a
rechargeable gives, and a few gadgets whose makers say to use single-use only. When a
device's instructions call for a specific battery, follow them.
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The 'set it and forget it' gadgets

Beyond safety alarms, there's a whole class of low-use devices where a single-use
battery is quietly the better choice.

Think of the things you put a battery in and don't touch for a year or more: a wall clock, a
kitchen scale you use now and then, a remote you barely press, a small emergency flashlight
tucked in a drawer. Because rechargeables slowly lose charge just sitting, a long-life
single-use battery often serves these better — it'll still be going strong when you finally reach
for it.

It's not that a rechargeable would break these gadgets. It's that you'd be recharging batteries
that barely got used, which defeats the savings and the convenience. Save your
rechargeables for the gadgets that actually eat batteries.

0 A simple rule of thumb

If you're swapping a device's batteries more than a few times a year, it's a great
candidate for rechargeables. If a set lasts a year or more, a long-life single-use battery
is usually the smarter, more reliable pick.
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Where rechargeables really shine

Now the happy part — the gadgets where rechargeables save you the most and
feel the best to use.

« Game controllers: they drink batteries, so reusable sets pay off fast and keep the fun
going.
« Flashlights you use often: a workshop or porch light that sees regular use is a perfect fit.

+ Wireless mice and keyboards: steady, everyday power draw that adds up to a lot of
throwaway batteries over a year.

+ Kids' toys: the busy, battery-hungry ones that otherwise cost a fortune to keep running.

« Cameras and photo flashes: high-drain bursts where fresh, reusable sets are a real
convenience.

+ Remotes you press a lot: the main TV or streaming remote, as opposed to the one you
touch twice a year.

[0 Not sure which of your gadgets qualify?

On a visit I'll walk the house with you, point out the battery-hungry gadgets worth
switching, and leave the set-and-forget ones alone. You end up spending less, not
more. Call or text (330) 200-8042.
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How a starter kit pays for itself

Let's talk plainly about the money, without me making up numbers | can't promise.

The math is simple in shape. A charger and a few good rechargeables cost more than one
pack of throwaways. But each rechargeable replaces many packs of single-use batteries over
its life. For a gadget you feed often, you pass the break-even point and everything after that is
money you keep.

That's the whole reason to aim your kit at the hungry gadgets. The more often a device would
have eaten a throwaway battery, the faster the rechargeable pays you back. Low-use gadgets
never eat enough to earn the switch, which is why we leave them be.

O Let the busy gadgets lead

You don't have to switch everything at once. Put rechargeables in your two or three
hungriest gadgets first. Those alone often cover the cost of the whole kit, and you can
expand from there at your own pace.
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Getting the most life out of your batteries

Rechargeables last for a great many charges, but a few gentle habits stretch that
even further.

Keep them cool, keep them dry, and don't let them sit bone-empty for months — a battery
stored dead for a long time can struggle to come back. Charge a set before long storage and
top it up before you put it to work. Avoid extreme heat above all, which is the fastest way to
tire a battery.

Use and charge batteries as matched sets so they age together, and keep them away from
loose metal that could short them. None of this is fussy — it's just the same cool, dry, tidy care
that keeps most things in a home working longer.

0 A fading set isn't a failure

Every rechargeable eventually holds less than it used to — that's normal wear, not
something you did wrong. When a set runs down noticeably faster than it once did, it
has simply reached the end of a long, useful life. Recycle it and bring in a fresh set.
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Recycling worn-out rechargeables the right way

When a rechargeable finally wears out, it does not go in the household trash. This
one's worth getting right.

Rechargeable batteries should be taken to a battery drop-off for recycling, not thrown in the
garbage or the curbside bin. Many home-improvement stores, phone shops, and battery
stores host collection bins, and your county household-hazardous-waste site takes them too.
It's usually free and only takes a minute when you're already out.

Before you drop a battery off, it's a good habit to put a strip of tape over its ends. That keeps it
from touching other batteries or metal on the way there. Our leaking-batteries guide covers
what to do if a battery has corroded or been damaged, which needs a little extra care.

I Never put a swollen or hot battery anywhere but a safe spot

If any battery looks puffy or swollen, feels hot, or is hissing or leaking, stop using it,
keep it away from anything that can burn, and take it to a proper battery-recycling or
hazardous-waste drop-off. If it's actively hot, smoking, or leaking, get away from it and
call 911.
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The mix-ups | see most often

A handful of honest mistakes account for most rechargeable frustration. Knowing
them ahead of time means you'll sail right past.

« Putting rechargeables in smoke alarms: use the battery the alarm maker calls for — this
is a safety device.

« Owning no spares: with only the set you're using, you're always waiting on the charger.
Buy a few extra.

« Storing them in a hot garage: heat tires batteries fast. Keep them cool and dry indoors.
+ Letting a set sit dead for months: charge before long storage and top up before use.
« Mixing old and new in a set: use matched sets so they age and behave the same.

« Tossing worn-out cells in the trash: recycle rechargeables at a battery drop-off instead.

0 When in doubt, read the device's instructions

If a gadget's manual says which battery to use, trust it over any general rule. The
maker knows what that particular device needs, and following it keeps everything
running the way it should.
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A simple system so you're never caught short

Pull it all together and it becomes a quiet little routine that runs itself. Here's the
whole thing in one place.

Pick one spot for your charging station — a counter corner or a shelf near where you use your
gadgets. Keep the charger there, with your charged spare sets beside it in a little case, each
labeled with its date. When a device goes dead, swap in a ready set and put the tired one
straight onto the charger. That's the entire loop.

Every so often, glance at your spares and top up anything that's been sitting. That's really all
the upkeep there is. Our family-charging-spot guide takes this idea further if you want one
organized place for phones, tablets, and batteries all together.

O I'll help you set up the station

Setting up a tidy charging station and labeling your sets is a perfect kitchen-table job.
We'll have it running in one calm sitting, and I'll leave you with a system the whole
house can follow. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Your quick reference, start to finish

The short version you can lean on any time you're setting up or topping off your
batteries.

0 Start with one good charger plus AA and AAA rechargeable (NiMH) sets.

0 Buy afew extra so a charged set is always ready to swap in.

0 Label each set with its charge date and keep sets matched and together.

0 Charge and store cool and dry — never a hot garage or sunny sill.

0 Top up before long storage, and again before you put a set to work.

0 Use them in high-drain, often-used gadgets, not set-and-forget devices.

0 Never put rechargeables in smoke or carbon-monoxide alarms.

0 Recycle worn-out rechargeables at a battery drop-off — never the trash.

0 Keep this guide with your kit
You don't have to hold any of this in your head. Keep these pages near your charger,
and when in doubt, I'm a phone call away at (330) 200-8042.
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Is it the battery, the charger, or the gadget?

When something won't stay powered, a quick, orderly check tells you what's really
going on before you spend a dime.

Try a different set you know is freshly charged. If the gadget perks right up, the first set was
simply tired or run down — charge it and see if it holds. If a set charges fully but drains again
unusually fast, and it's an older set, it has likely reached the end of its life. Recycle it and
replace it.

If a fresh set doesn't help either, the trouble may be the gadget's contacts — a little corrosion
or grime where the battery touches metal — or the charger itself. Swap one thing at a time so
you know which was at fault. Our leaking-batteries guide covers cleaning corroded contacts
safely.

(1 Keep one set you trust as a tester

Set aside one fully charged set you know is good, and reach for it first when a gadget
acts up. It's the quickest way to tell a tired battery from a bigger problem with the
device.
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Common Questions

The questions | hear most about rechargeable batteries, answered plainly.

Q: What do | actually need to get started?

One good charger that handles AA and AAA, a set of AA rechargeables, and a set of AAA —
all the NiMH kind. Buy a few extra batteries so a charged set is always ready. That's a
complete starter Kit.

Q: Can | put rechargeables in my smoke alarm?

No. Smoke and carbon-monoxide alarms should use the battery the maker calls for, often a
long-life single-use type, replaced on their schedule. A rechargeable can lose charge just
sitting, which is the wrong behavior for a safety device.

Q: Do | have to drain them all the way before recharging?
No. That was true of some old batteries, but today's rechargeables are happy to be topped up
whenever it's convenient. Charge them when it suits you.

Q: How should I store them?

Somewhere cool and dry indoors — a drawer or cupboard, not a hot garage or sunny
windowsill. Keep sets in a little case so they don't touch loose metal, and top them up before
long storage.

Q: What do | do with ones that are worn out?

Recycle them at a battery drop-off — many stores host collection bins, and your county
hazardous-waste site takes them too. Never put rechargeables in the household trash. Taping
over the ends first is a good habit.

[0 Ready to set up your kit?

Choosing the charger, picking the right gadgets to switch, and setting up a tidy station
is a quick, satisfying job. Call or text (330) 200-8042 and we'll get you saving money in
one calm sitting.
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You don't have to do this alone

You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

| hope this guide made your rechargeable batteries and charger feel a little less daunting and
a lot more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back to a page
whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what | do. | come to your home, work at your
pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the
parts that don't need me on-site | can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit
comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. | don't do licensed electrical, gas, or
appliance-repair work myself — for that I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

O Bill's Home Tech —real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all
of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever
not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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What Goes In A Starter Kit

One good charger plus two common battery sizes

What it is What it covers
Charger Refills AA, AAA Reputable maker
AA set Most big gadgets Plus a spare set
AAA set Most small Plus a spare set
gadgets
Labels Mark charge date Grab the ready
set

Buy a few extra so a charged set is always waiting.
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The Charge-And-Swap Routine

A little loop that keeps a fresh set always ready

o |[ ¢ |[ @ ©
Gadget goes dead Swap in spare Charge the tired Label and store
Pull the tired Drop in the set Mark the date,
set out - charged set -] Put it on the - cool and dry

charger now

Store charged, cool and dry -- top up before long storage.
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Rechargeable Or Single-Use?
Which battery fits which kind of gadget

Rechargeable Single-use

Best for High-use gadgets Set-and-forget
Smoke alarms Never Yes, long-life

Sits unused Loses charge Holds for years
Over time Pays you back Keep rebuying

Aim rechargeables at the gadgets you feed most often.
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Rechargeable Or Single-Use For This Gadget?

Start with how often the gadget eats batteries

How often does this gadget
need new batteries?

Often -- a game Rarely -- a clock A smoke or CO
controller or or adrawer alarm?
busy flashlight? flashlight?
4 N\ N\ [ N\
Rechargeable -- Single-use -- Single-use only --
it pays back long-life, the type the
fast ready for years maker calls for
\ J J J
[ When a device's instructions name a battery type, follow them. ]

llustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ
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BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

Need a Real Person?

You do not have to remember all of it.
You just have to remember you can call.
Friendly, in-home tech help -- | come to you.

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, | will
make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,
no fine print. That is how | would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com

Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM
— Bill

Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC - 30+ years of tech experience - Serving Portage County since 2025 - Fully Insured
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Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

A Note From BIll

A quick note from Bill.
| write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so | can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or
the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or
climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

.'i'-'-;

l"

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM
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