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Printing from iPhone

THE 60-SECOND VERSION

1 Make sure your iPhone/iPad and the printer are on the same
Wi-Fi.

2 Open whatever you want to print — an email, a photo, a web
page.

3 Tap the Share button (a box with an arrow pointing up).

4 Scroll down and tap "Print." Tap to pick your printer, set the
number of copies, then tap "Print." The Share button is the key
Almost everything on an iPhone is printed through that Share
button — the little square with an arrow jumping out the top.

5 Once you know to look for it, printing becomes second nature.

Stuck? Call or text Bill — real help, no rushing.

Call or text:  (330) 200-8042
Book a visit:  billshometech.com/book    ·    $99 flat first visit
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What's Inside
Everything in this guide, with page numbers. Skip to whichever chapter answers your
question right now.
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SUMMARY

The 60-Second Version
Here's the whole thing in a nutshell — the rest of the guide just fills in the details.

• Make sure your iPhone/iPad and the printer are on the same Wi-Fi.
• Open whatever you want to print — an email, a photo, a web page.
• Tap the Share button (a box with an arrow pointing up).
• Scroll down and tap "Print."
• Tap to pick your printer, set the number of copies, then tap "Print."
• The Share button is the key Almost everything on an iPhone is printed through that Share

button — the little square with an arrow jumping out the top. Once you know to look for it,
printing becomes second nature.

WELCOME

1.! Read this first — you don't need to install anything
Printing from an iPhone or iPad is built right into the device. There's no app to buy, no

driver to install, no cable to plug in. The one thing that has to be true is simple: your phone

and your printer must be on the same home Wi-Fi. Get that right and printing is three taps.

Most "it won't print" calls come down to that one requirement. Printing straight from your

phone That boarding pass, the recipe, the email from the doctor — you can send any of

them to your printer from your iPhone or iPad without touching the computer. I'm Bill, from

Bill's Home Tech in Portage County, Ohio. Apple calls this feature AirPrint, and it's one of

those things that feels like magic once it's set up and baffling until it is. The good news:

there's very little to set up. This guide shows you exactly how to print from your phone,

what to do when your printer doesn't appear, and how to print even if your printer is too old

for AirPrint. Plain steps, no jargon. Printer not showing up on your phone? That's almost

always a Wi-Fi mix-up, and it's a five-minute fix. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042 and we'll

get your phone and printer talking.
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WHAT AIRPRINT IS

2. What AirPrint actually is
Knowing what it is tells you why it sometimes doesn't appear.

AirPrint is Apple's built-in way for an iPhone or iPad to talk to a printer over your home

Wi-Fi. Because it's built in, there's nothing to install — your phone already knows how. It

just needs to be able to find the printer, and it finds it by looking around your Wi-Fi network.

That's the whole secret: the phone can only find printers that are on the same Wi-Fi it's on.

If the phone is on one network and the printer is on another — or on a guest network, or

connected only by a cable to a computer — the phone has nowhere to look and the printer

simply won't show up in the list. Look for the AirPrint name Most printers made in roughly

the last fifteen years support AirPrint. You can check your printer's box or the maker's

website for "AirPrint" in the features — but the easiest test is just to try printing and see if it

appears.

THE STEPS IN DETAIL

3. Printing, step by step
Let's do it slowly once, so it's easy every time after.

Open the thing you want to print. In the Mail app, open the email; in Photos, open the

picture; in Safari, open the web page. Then find the Share button — the square with an

upward arrow — usually along the bottom or top of the screen. Tap it. A menu slides up

with a row of options. Scroll down the list until you see "Print," and tap it. On the Print

screen, tap where it says "Printer" or "Select Printer" and choose yours from the list. Set

the number of copies with the plus and minus buttons, and if you like, tap to choose

double-sided or a page range. Finally, tap "Print" in the top corner. Pinch to preview On the

Print screen there's a little preview of your page at the bottom. You can tap it to see exactly

what will come out before you commit — handy for making sure you're not printing forty

pages of a web article.
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THE SAME-WI-FI RULE

4. The one rule: same Wi-Fi
This single requirement explains most printing trouble.

Your phone finds the printer by looking around the Wi-Fi network it's connected to. So both

have to be on the same one. The common trip-ups: a home with two Wi-Fi names (one

plain, one ending in "-5G"), a separate "guest" Wi-Fi, or a phone that quietly hopped onto

the neighbor's network or dropped to cellular data. To check, open Settings on your phone,

tap Wi-Fi, and note the network name at the top. Then make sure the printer is joined to

that same name (its screen or a printed network report will tell you). Matching those two

names solves the majority of "my printer won't show up" problems.

WATCH OUT

Guest networks block printing on purpose A guest Wi-Fi is designed to keep devices from
seeing each other, so a phone on guest Wi-Fi can't find a printer even if the printer is right
there. Keep both on your main network.

CHECKING A JOB

5. Checking or canceling what you sent
If you fire off the wrong thing, you can see and stop it.

After you tap Print, iPhone keeps a little list called Print Center. To reach it, open the App

Switcher — swipe up from the bottom and pause (or double-press the Home button on

older models) — and look for Print Center among the open apps. It shows how many

documents are waiting. Tap a job there and you can cancel it. If a job ever seems jammed

and Print Center won't clear it, turning the phone off and back on resets things cleanly.

Most of the time you'll never need this — the job just prints and Print Center quietly closes

itself. Printed too many pages? If a web article printed its entire length, next time use the

page preview on the Print screen and set a page range — "from 1 to 2" — before you tap

Print.
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WHEN IT WON'T APPEAR

6. When your printer won't appear in the list
Run this short checklist and it almost always turns up.

• Phone and printer on the same Wi-Fi name (not guest, not "-5G" vs plain).
• Printer awake and showing ready — wake it with a button press.
• Printer has paper and ink, and no error on its screen.
• Give it a minute: a just-woken printer can take a moment to appear.
• Restart the printer, and if needed, turn Wi-Fi off and on on the phone. If the printer still

never shows up no matter what, it may simply not support AirPrint — which is common
on older models. That's not the end of the road; the next page shows how to print from
those, too.

• Wi-Fi Direct is not AirPrint Some printers offer their own "Wi-Fi Direct" connection. That's
a different thing and AirPrint can't use it — the printer needs to be joined to your home
router's Wi-Fi, not connected straight to the phone.

OLDER PRINTERS

7. Printing from an older, non-AirPrint printer
No AirPrint? The maker's free app prints from your phone anyway.

If your printer predates AirPrint, each major brand offers a free app that does the same job

— it finds the printer on your Wi-Fi and prints what you choose, and usually scans and

checks ink levels too. Install the one for your brand from the App Store and sign in or let it

find the printer. Brand Free app to install HP HP Smart Epson Epson Smart Panel Brother

Brother Mobile Connect or iPrint&Scan Canon Canon PRINT The brand app is a nice

backup even with AirPrint Even if AirPrint works, the brand app is worth having — it shows

ink levels, lets you reorder supplies, and can reconnect the printer to Wi-Fi if it ever

wanders off.
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WHAT YOU CAN PRINT

8. What you can print from your phone
Just about anything you can open.

• Emails and attachments from the Mail app — tap the reply/share arrow, then Print.
• Photos from the Photos app — open the picture, tap Share, Print.
• Web pages from Safari — tap Share, then Print (use a page range for long ones).
• PDFs and documents from the Files app or an attachment — tap Share, Print.
• Boarding passes, tickets, maps — the Share-then-Print path works the same

everywhere.
• If an app hides the Share button A few apps tuck printing under a "..." (three dots) menu

or their own menu button instead of the Share square. If you don't see the arrow, look for
three dots or the word "Print" in the app's menu.

9. DO IT YOURSELF OR LET THE FAMILY SET IT UP
Two ways people come to this — and both are fine Some folks want to learn to print from

the phone themselves; others would rather a son or daughter set it up once so it just works.

Both are fine. If you want to do it yourself You'd like to understand it so you're never stuck.

• Learn where the Share button lives — it's the same square-with-arrow everywhere.
• Know your home Wi-Fi name so you can confirm the printer is on it.
• Keep the brand app on your phone as a backup and for ink levels. If family is setting it up

for you You just want it reliable, with someone to call when it isn't.
• Have them confirm the printer is on your main Wi-Fi, not the guest one.
• Ask them to print one test page with you so you've done it once together.
• Write the Wi-Fi name on a card by the printer in case it's ever asked for. I'll set it up and

walk you through it I'm glad to get your iPhone or iPad printing and then practice it with
you a couple of times so it sticks. That's exactly my kind of visit. Call (330) 200-8042.
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IPAD IS THE SAME

10. The iPad works exactly the same way
If you've learned it on the phone, you already know it on the tablet.

An iPad prints with the identical steps: open the item, tap the Share square, choose Print,

pick the printer, and print. The bigger screen actually makes the Print preview easier to

read, which is nice for checking a document before it comes out. The same Wi-Fi rule

applies, and the same brand apps work if your printer isn't AirPrint. So everything in this

guide covers both devices — wherever we say iPhone, read iPad too. Great for recipes

and large print Many folks love the iPad for printing recipes or documents they first want to

enlarge on screen. Pinch to zoom to read it comfortably, then print.

COMMON MISTAKES

11. Common mistakes
Avoid these and printing from your phone just works.

• Phone on the wrong Wi-Fi — on cellular, guest, or the "-5G" network while the printer's
on the plain one.

• Expecting a cable to matter — AirPrint is wireless; the USB cable to a computer is
irrelevant.

• Not waking the printer — a sleeping printer may not appear until it's roused.
• Looking for an app for a printer that already does AirPrint — just use Share then Print.
• Printing a whole web page when you wanted one part — use the page range.

WATCH OUT

No printer in the list is a clue, not a dead end An empty printer list nearly always means a
Wi-Fi mismatch or a sleeping printer — not that your phone can't print. Check those two
first.
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A WORD ON SAFETY

12. Printing safely
A couple of small habits keep phone-printing trouble-free.

Only install the official brand app — HP Smart, Epson Smart Panel, Brother's app, or

Canon PRINT — from the App Store, and ignore look-alike "printer" apps that charge a

subscription to do what AirPrint does for free. If an app demands payment just to print a

page, delete it; you don't need it. And as always, be wary of any web page or pop-up

offering a "printer help" phone number. Those are usually scams, not Apple or your

printer's maker. Real help comes from the brand's own site or a trusted local person.

WATCH OUT

Free means free AirPrint and the official brand apps cost nothing to print. Any app or
website asking for a credit card just to print from your phone is one to walk away from.

HANDY TIPS

13. A few handy tips
Little things that make phone-printing nicer.

• Set the number of copies on the Print screen — no need to send the job twice.
• For a two-sided document, look for the "Double-sided" switch (if your printer supports it).
• Printing a photo? Choose a larger paper size or glossy paper in the printer's own tray

settings for a nicer result.
• If the colors look off, you can often choose "Black and White" on the Print screen to save

color ink.
• Keep the printer on and awake during busy times — a woken printer appears faster.
• Make it a habit The more you use Share-then-Print, the more automatic it gets. Within a

week it'll feel as natural as making a call.
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HELPING A RELATIVE

14. Helping a parent print from their phone
A little setup turns "I can't print" into "it just works."

If you're setting this up for a parent, do two things. First, make sure their phone and printer

are both on the main home Wi-Fi — not the guest network — because that one check

prevents most future calls. Second, print a test page together so they've seen the

Share-then-Print steps with their own hands. It helps to write the home Wi-Fi name on a

card taped near the printer, so if anyone ever asks "which network?" the answer is right

there. Small touches like that save a lot of long-distance troubleshooting. I can set it up for

them If your parent is in the Portage County area, I'll get their iPhone or iPad printing,

confirm the Wi-Fi, and practice it with them patiently. Call (330) 200-8042.

CHECKLIST

15. Your print-from-phone checklist
Keep this handy and printing never stumps you.

• Phone and printer on the same home Wi-Fi (not guest, not cellular).
• Printer awake, with paper and ink, showing ready.
• Open the item, tap Share (square with up-arrow), tap Print.
• Pick the printer, set copies and options, tap Print.
• No AirPrint? Use the brand's free app instead.
• Check or cancel a job in Print Center from the App Switcher.
• Three taps, every time Share, Print, pick the printer. That's the rhythm. Once it's in your

fingers, you'll wonder why it ever seemed hard.



Bill's Home Tech BillsHomeTech.com  ·  (330) 200-8042
Printing from iPhone/iPad with AirPrint

Tech Made Simple. Service Made Personal. Page 13 of 27
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk.

For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

WHY IT'S HANDY

16. Why printing from the phone is so handy
No computer, no cable, no fuss.

So much of life arrives on the phone now — the email confirmation, the boarding pass, the

photo the grandkids sent, the coupon, the appointment details. Printing straight from the

phone means you don't have to forward it to a computer, find the file, and wrestle with a

program just to get it on paper. It's especially freeing if you've mostly set the computer

aside and do everything on your phone or tablet now. The printer becomes a simple,

on-demand helper — three taps away whenever you need a hard copy. The phone is

enough You truly don't need a computer in the picture to print. For most everyday printing,

the phone or tablet does the whole job.

COMMON QUESTIONS

17. Common Questions
The AirPrint questions I hear most.

Q: Do I need to install an app to print from my iPhone? No — if your printer supports

AirPrint, printing is built in: open the item, tap Share, tap Print. You only need an app for

older printers that lack AirPrint. Q: My printer won't show up when I try to print. Why?

Almost always because the phone and printer are on different Wi-Fi networks (or the

printer's on guest Wi-Fi, or asleep). Match the network names and wake the printer. Q:

How do I know if my printer has AirPrint? Most printers from the last fifteen years do.

Check the box or the maker's website for "AirPrint," or simply try to print and see if it

appears in the list. Q: How do I cancel something I sent by mistake? Open the App

Switcher and find Print Center, tap the job, and cancel it. If it's stuck, turn the phone off and

on. Q: Can I print double-sided or just certain pages? Yes — on the Print screen you can

set copies, choose double-sided (if the printer supports it), and set a page range before

tapping Print. Still can't get it to print? There's usually one small thing in the way, and I'll

spot it quickly. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042.
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QUICK RECAP

18. The quick recap
The whole guide in one glance.

• AirPrint is built in — nothing to install for most printers.
• Phone and printer must share the same Wi-Fi (not guest).
• Open the item, tap Share, tap Print, pick the printer, set options, Print.
• Check or cancel in Print Center via the App Switcher.
• No AirPrint? HP Smart, Epson Smart Panel, Brother's app, or Canon PRINT.
• The iPad works exactly the same way.
• You've got this Share, Print, done. Phone-printing is one of those small skills that makes

everyday life noticeably easier.

SET IT UP ONCE

19. Set it up once, use it forever
A few minutes of setup pays off every time you print.

The first print is the only one that ever feels fiddly. Once your printer is on the right Wi-Fi

and you've done Share-then-Print once, every future print is the same quick rhythm.

There's no ongoing maintenance — AirPrint just keeps working as long as the printer stays

on your network. If you ever change your Wi-Fi name or get a new router, you'll need to

point the printer at the new network once, and then you're set again. That's the only time

this needs any attention at all. New router or new printer? Those are the two times AirPrint

needs a quick re-point. If you've just had either, I'll get everything talking again in one visit.

Call (330) 200-8042.

YOU CAN DO THIS

20. A little encouragement
If printing from a phone feels new, that's perfectly normal.

There's nothing you can break by trying. Tap the Share button, tap Print, and see what

happens — worst case, nothing prints and you try again. Every person I've shown this to

has been printing confidently within a few minutes, and you will be too. Keep this guide by

the printer, and don't hesitate to call if you get stuck. There's no silly question, and I'd

rather you ask than give up on something this handy. Try it today Pick an email or a photo

right now and run through Share, Print, pick the printer. The first success is the hard part —

and it's easier than you think.
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21. Printing Photos That Look Their Best
A few small choices turn a phone snapshot into a print worth framing Photos are one of the

nicest things to print from a phone -- the grandkids, a recipe card, a picture to pop in the

mail. The Share-then-Print steps are the same, but a couple of small choices before you

tap Print make the difference between a flat, pale print and one that really looks good.

1 Open the photo in the Photos app and tap the Share button.
2 Scroll down and tap 'Print.'
3 Pick your printer, then set the number of copies.
4 Check the preview at the bottom, then tap 'Print.'
• Load photo paper or a heavier paper for a richer result
• Choose the right paper size in the printer's own tray settings
• For a full-bleed look, pick 'borderless' if your printer offers it
• Color ink that is low or dried will dull a photo -- run a nozzle check if it looks off

TIP

If a photo prints too dark or washed out, it is often the paper setting, not the picture. Telling
the printer you are using photo or glossy paper lets it lay down ink properly. Plain-paper
settings on glossy paper look muddy.

Phone photos are usually plenty sharp for everyday prints up to a good-sized frame. If you

want a large enlargement, a photo shop or a print service will do better than a home printer

-- but for snapshots, cards, and the fridge door, your phone and printer handle it beautifully.

22. Printing a Web Page Without Wasting Paper
Articles and recipes love to run forty pages -- here is how to print just what you want The

classic phone-printing surprise is sending a recipe to print and getting fourteen pages of

ads, comments, and related links. Safari gives you a couple of ways to tame a web page

so you print the part you actually want and nothing else.

• Reader view strips a page down to just the words and pictures that matter
• On the Print screen, set a page range so you print pages one and two only
• The preview at the bottom shows exactly how many pages will come out
• Some sites have a 'Print' or 'Printer-friendly' button that does the trimming for you
1 In Safari, tap the 'aA' button in the address bar and choose 'Show Reader' if offered.
2 With the page cleaned up, tap Share, then 'Print.'
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3 On the Print screen, check the page count in the preview.
4 If it is still long, set a range like 'from 1 to 2,' then tap 'Print.'

TIP

Reader view is the quiet hero for recipes. It drops the clutter and leaves the ingredients and
steps, so a recipe that would have sprawled across many pages prints neat on one or two.

If a page simply will not behave, there is another path: save it as a PDF first, look it over,

and print only the pages you want from there. The next chapter covers saving as a PDF,

which is handy far beyond just printing.

23. Saving as a PDF Instead of Printing
The same Share-then-Print path can make a tidy file you keep, send, or print later

Sometimes you do not want paper right now -- you want a neat copy to email, keep, or print

later. Your iPhone and iPad can turn almost anything into a PDF, a universal document

that looks the same everywhere. The surprising part is that it hides inside the very same

Print screen you already know.

1 Open the item and tap Share, then 'Print,' as if you were going to print.
2 On the Print screen, do a long press or pinch out on the page preview.
3 The page opens as a PDF you can read full-screen.
4 Tap Share again and choose 'Save to Files,' 'Mail,' or 'Save to Photos.'
• Great for keeping a receipt, a confirmation, or a boarding pass
• Email the PDF to yourself or family instead of printing
• Save it to the Files app in a folder you will find again
• Print the PDF later from the Files app whenever you need the paper

GOOD TO KNOW

A PDF keeps the exact look of the original -- fonts, pictures, layout -- so what you save is
what you get when you open or print it, on any device. It is the safest way to hang onto
something important.

This one small trick saves a lot of printing. A confirmation you only need to show, not keep

on paper, becomes a file on your phone. And if you do want paper eventually, the PDF

prints cleanly with no surprises about length or layout.



Bill's Home Tech BillsHomeTech.com  ·  (330) 200-8042
Printing from iPhone/iPad with AirPrint

Tech Made Simple. Service Made Personal. Page 17 of 27
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk.

For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

24. Printing Emails and Their Attachments
The Mail app prints the message and the file clipped to it, each a little differently Email is

where a lot of printing starts -- the appointment confirmation, the ticket, the PDF the

doctor's office sent. Printing the email itself and printing a file attached to it are two slightly

different moves, and knowing both means you are never stuck.

• To print the message: open the email, tap the reply/share arrow, then 'Print'
• To print an attachment: tap the attachment to open it first, then Share, then 'Print'
• A PDF attachment opens in its own view where printing is straightforward
• Photos attached to an email can be saved to Photos, then printed from there
1 Open the email in the Mail app.
2 For the message, tap the arrow at the bottom and choose 'Print.'
3 For a file, tap the attachment to open it, then tap Share and 'Print.'
4 Pick the printer, set copies, and tap 'Print.'

TIP

If an attachment will not open or print, it may be an unusual file type. Try opening it, then
use Share to 'Save to Files,' and print it from the Files app -- that extra step clears up most
stubborn attachments.

Be a little cautious with attachments from senders you do not recognize. Printing a file is

generally safe, but opening attachments from strangers is where trouble hides. If an email

looks off, do not open its attachment at all -- when in doubt, it is a fine thing to ask about

before you tap.

25. Scan a Document With Your Phone, Then Print It
Your iPhone can act as a scanner -- no scanner needed -- and print or share the result

Here is a trick that surprises people: your iPhone or iPad can scan a paper document using

its camera, straighten and clean it up, and turn it into a tidy PDF. You can then print a copy,

email it, or keep it. It is built into the Notes app and the Files app, with nothing to install.

1 Open the Notes app and start a new note.
2 Tap the camera or paperclip icon and choose 'Scan Documents.'
3 Hold the phone over the page; it often captures automatically.
4 Adjust the corners if needed, tap 'Keep Scan,' then 'Save.'
5 Share the scan to print it, email it, or save it to Files.
• Great for a form, a receipt, or a letter you need to send on
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• The phone flattens and squares the page so it looks like a real scan
• Scan several pages into one PDF before you finish
• Good light and a plain background give the cleanest result

GOOD TO KNOW

A scanned PDF is often all anyone needs -- a form for the doctor, a signed page for a
company. You can email it straight from the scan screen, often without printing anything at
all.

This pairs beautifully with printing. Scan an old photo or a recipe card, then print fresh

copies for family. The phone becomes a little copy machine: paper in through the camera,

paper out at the printer, with a keepable file in between.

26. Getting a New Printer Onto Your Wi-Fi First
Before AirPrint can find a printer, the printer has to be on your home network AirPrint only

finds printers that are already joined to your home Wi-Fi. So with a brand-new printer, step

one is getting it onto your network. This happens on the printer itself or through the brand's

app -- not through the phone's Print screen, which only lists printers that are already

connected.

1 Unbox the printer, add paper and ink, and turn it on.
2 On the printer's screen, open its wireless or network setup.
3 Choose your home Wi-Fi name and type the Wi-Fi password.
4 Or use the brand app -- HP Smart, Epson Smart Panel, Brother, Canon PRINT -- to

guide the connection.
5 Once it shows connected, try printing from your phone.
• Join the printer to your main network, not the guest one
• Pick your plain 2.4GHz network if two names are offered -- printers prefer it
• Have your Wi-Fi password handy before you start
• A printer with no screen usually connects through its brand app

TIP

Write your Wi-Fi name and password on a card kept near the printer. You will need it again
if you ever get a new router, and it saves hunting for it the next time something asks.

Once the printer is on your Wi-Fi, AirPrint takes over and you rarely touch the network

setup again. This first connection is the only fiddly part -- do it once, and the three-tap

printing rhythm just works from then on.
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27. AirPrint or the Brand App: When to Use Each
Both can print from your phone -- here is which to reach for and why Once a printer is set

up, you may have two ways to print from your phone: AirPrint, built right into iOS, and the

printer maker's own free app. They are not rivals; each is better at certain jobs, and most

folks end up using both without thinking about it.

• AirPrint: fastest for quick, everyday printing -- open, Share, Print, done
• Brand app: better for scanning, checking ink, and reconnecting Wi-Fi
• Brand app: needed when the printer is too old for AirPrint
• AirPrint: nothing to install, works across almost all your apps
For a one-off email or photo, AirPrint is quicker -- there is nothing to open first. For

managing the printer -- seeing how much ink is left, reordering supplies, scanning a

document, or coaxing the printer back onto Wi-Fi after it wandered off -- the brand app is

the place to be.

GOOD TO KNOW

Keep the brand app installed even if AirPrint works perfectly. The day the printer drops off
Wi-Fi or the ink runs low, the app is the easiest tool to sort it out -- a handy backup that
costs nothing to have.

Only ever install the official app for your brand from the App Store. Look-alike 'printer' apps

that charge a fee to do what AirPrint does for free are not worth your money. The real apps

-- HP Smart, Epson Smart Panel, Brother, Canon PRINT -- cost nothing.

28. The Print Options, Explained
Copies, double-sided, color, paper size -- what every button on the Print screen does The

Print screen has a handful of options that look small but save paper, ink, and second trips.

Once you know what each does, you can set a job up exactly how you want it before

tapping Print, instead of printing twice or wasting a page.

• Copies: the plus and minus buttons -- no need to send the job again for a second copy
• Double-sided: prints on both sides if your printer supports it, saving paper
• Black and White: skips color ink, good for text you do not need in color
• Paper size: match it to what is in the tray -- letter, legal, or photo
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Double-sided is worth a mention: if the switch is there, your printer can flip the page itself. If

there is no switch, your printer only prints one side, and that is fine -- it is not something

you can turn on that is not there. The option simply appears when the printer supports it.

TIP

Printing a long document you only need to read? Choose Black and White and
double-sided. You will use far less color ink and half the paper, and the pages will still be
perfectly clear.

A few printers show more choices -- a page range, orientation, or quality -- tucked behind

an 'Options' or 'Show Details' tap. There is nothing you can break by exploring them. Set

what you need, glance at the preview to confirm, and print with confidence.

29. Printing When You Are Away From Home
At a hotel, a library, or a relative's house, printing still works -- with a little care Phone

printing is not just for your own living room. At a relative's house, a hotel business center,

or the library, you can often print from your iPhone -- the same Share-then-Print steps

apply. The catch is the same one as at home: your phone and the printer must be on the

same network.

• At a relative's: join their Wi-Fi, then their AirPrint printer appears like yours does
• At a hotel or library: they may use their own printing system or a kiosk instead
• Public printers may need a code, a login, or a small fee for pages
• Saving your document as a PDF first gives you a backup way to print anywhere

WATCH OUT

Be careful printing anything private -- a medical summary, a bank letter -- on a shared or
public printer. The file can linger in the machine, and others may be nearby. For sensitive
pages, wait until you are on a trusted printer at home.

If a public place uses its own printing app or website, be cautious: stick to the library's or

hotel's official system, not a random link, and never type a password you care about into an

unfamiliar printing service. When unsure, ask the front desk or the librarian for the proper

way.

For most casual needs away from home -- a boarding pass at a relative's, a form at the

library -- a quick AirPrint or a saved PDF does the job. Just mind what you are printing and

where, and you will be fine.
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30. When Prints Look Faded, Streaky, or Wrong
A poor-looking print is usually the printer, not your phone or AirPrint Sometimes the page

comes out, but it looks bad -- faded, streaky, missing a color, or oddly tinted. The good

news is this almost never means AirPrint or your phone did anything wrong. The job printed

fine; it is the printer's ink or print heads that need a little attention.

• Streaks or gaps: the print head likely needs a cleaning cycle
• Faded or missing a color: an ink or toner cartridge may be low or dried out
• Everything pale: check you are not accidentally in a 'draft' or 'eco' mode
• Smudges: wrong paper setting, or ink that needs a moment to dry
1 Open your printer's menu or its brand app and find 'Maintenance' or 'Tools.'
2 Run a nozzle check or print a test page to see which colors are missing.
3 Run a head cleaning if the test page shows gaps.
4 Replace a cartridge that is empty or long dried out.

TIP

Inkjet printers that sit unused for weeks tend to dry out and streak. Printing something in
color once a week or so keeps the ink flowing and heads off the clogs that cause most
faded prints.

If a cleaning cycle or two does not fix it, and a fresh cartridge does not help, the print head

itself may be worn -- more common on older inkjets. Before buying a whole new printer

over print quality, it is worth a second opinion on whether a simple fix will do.

31. Printing With Easier-to-See Settings
A few accessibility touches make phone printing kinder on the eyes and hands If small text

and fiddly taps make phone printing harder than it should be, your iPhone and iPad have

built-in helps that make the whole process easier to see and do. These do not change how

printing works -- they just make the screen friendlier while you do it.

• Larger Text: makes menus and the Print screen bigger and easier to read
• Zoom: magnifies any part of the screen with a three-finger tap
• VoiceOver: reads the screen aloud for those who prefer to listen
• Bold Text: thickens letters across the phone for better contrast
1 Open Settings, then 'Accessibility.'
2 Tap 'Display and Text Size' to turn on Larger Text or Bold Text.
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3 Or tap 'Zoom' to magnify, and 'VoiceOver' to have the screen read aloud.
4 Adjust until the Print screen is comfortable, then print as usual.

GOOD TO KNOW

The iPad's bigger screen is a real help on its own. The Print preview is larger and easier to
check, and the buttons are roomier to tap -- which is why many folks prefer the tablet for
printing.

Printing itself can serve accessibility too: on the Print screen you can often enlarge a

document before it comes out, so a recipe or a letter prints in big, easy-to-read type. A little

setup makes the phone, the tablet, and the printed page all gentler on tired eyes.

32. Printing Labels, Envelopes, and Special Paper
Beyond plain pages: the small adjustments that keep odd-sized jobs from jamming Every

so often you want to print on something other than a plain letter-sized sheet -- an envelope,

a sheet of labels, a card, or thicker paper. Your phone can send these jobs; the trick is

telling the printer what is loaded so it feeds and prints correctly instead of jamming or

printing in the wrong spot.

• Load the special paper or envelope squarely in the tray or feed slot
• On the Print screen or in the printer's settings, pick the matching paper size
• Thicker card may need the printer's rear or manual feed, if it has one
• Print one test on plain paper first to check the layout lines up

WATCH OUT

Feeding paper heavier than your printer is built for can jam or damage it. Check your
printer's manual for the thickest paper it accepts, and do not force a card stock it was not
made to handle.

Labels deserve special care: never run a sheet of labels through twice, and never use a

sheet that has labels already peeled off, as a loose label can come off inside and cause a

jam. One clean pass through the right feed is the safe way.

For envelopes, the printer usually has a little diagram showing which way to lay it in. A

quick test on a plain sheet cut to size, or a single real envelope, confirms the address will

land in the right place before you print a whole batch.
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33. Never Caught Short on Ink and Paper
A little habit around supplies means the printer is ready the moment you need it The most

common printing disappointment is not a technical fault -- it is reaching for the printer to

print a boarding pass and finding it out of ink or paper. A few simple habits keep the printer

ready, so it is never the thing standing between you and the page you need right now.

• Keep one spare set of ink or toner cartridges on hand
• Keep a fresh ream of paper in the cabinet, not down to the last few sheets
• Let the brand app warn you when ink is getting low
• Note your exact cartridge numbers so you reorder the right ones

WATCH OUT

The brand app shows your ink levels and, for most printers, the exact cartridge number you
need. Snap a photo of the empty cartridge or jot the number on your supply list so you
never buy the wrong one.

Buying the right ink matters. Cartridges are made for specific printer models, and the

number on the box must match. A cartridge from a nearly identical model often will not fit or

work, so check the number against your printer or its app before you buy.

A printer kept topped up and awake is a printer that just works. Spend a moment now and

then on supplies, and the three-tap Share-then-Print rhythm from the rest of this guide pays

off every time -- no scramble, no empty tray, just paper when you want it.
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BILL'S HERE TO HELP

34. You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

I hope this guide made printing from your iPhone or iPad feel a little less daunting and a lot

more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back to a page

whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything. When you'd rather have

a hand, that's exactly what I do. I come to your home, work at your pace, and never make

you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the parts that don't need

me on-site I can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit comes with a 30-day,

come-back-free guarantee. I'm a patient tech helper — not a mechanic, an electrician, or

the manufacturer — so for repairs, wiring, or warranty work I'll help you understand your

options and line up a trustworthy local pro. Bill's Home Tech — real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all of

Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever not

100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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AT A GLANCE

A Picture to Follow Along

Print in Three Taps
The same rhythm every time

1

Open it
Email, photo,

web page

2

Tap Share
The square with

an up-arrow

3

Tap Print
Then pick your

printer

4

Tap Print again
Set copies,

it prints

Learn the Share button and you can print almost anything.
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AT A GLANCE

A Second Look

Printer Not Showing Up?
Finding the reason in a few checks

Does your printer appear in
the list?

Not on the
list at all?

Check same Wi-Fi,
wake printer,
wait a minute

No AirPrint
support?

Use the brand's
free app
instead

On guest
Wi-Fi?

Move both to
your main
network

Same Wi-Fi + awake printer solves the vast majority of "won't show up."

Illustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ.

BEFORE YOU GO

A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill. I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do

my best to keep every step accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a

bit different, so I can't promise a guide will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem.

These guides are for general information only — they're not professional, legal, or financial

advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or the manufacturer's instructions.

Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here at your own risk. If a

step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or climbing a ladder

— or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional (or give

me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that results.
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HOW I CAN HELP

Your Visit — and My Promise
In-home visit — $99 flat for your first visit. No contracts and no surprise charges, and a

30-day follow-up is included.

Remote Support — $49 for a screen-share session. I only connect with your permission, you

watch the whole time, and you can end anytime. If I can't fix it over the screen-share, I refund

the $49 — and if it turns out you need me in person, that $49 goes toward your visit. It's

included free for Support Plan members ($39/mo).

GOOD TO KNOW

My promise — If you're not 100% satisfied with your visit, I'll come back at no charge, or
refund the full $99. No questions, no awkwardness. That's how I'd want to be treated.

Call or text (330) 200-8042 · Book a visit: billshometech.com/book · bill@billshometech.com

This free guide is for general information only — not professional advice, and no substitute for your device's own manual. Any prices
or outside products mentioned can change; please confirm current details before you buy. Please use your own good judgment and
follow it at your own risk — for anything involving electricity, gas, water, or heights, stop and call a licensed professional. Bill's Home

Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any damage, data loss, or injury that results. © 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC.


