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[J The best news first — this one is safe indoors

Here is the best news about a portable power station, and the reason it earns a place
in your home: it is a big rechargeable battery in a case, not an engine. It burns no fuel,
so it gives off no exhaust and no carbon monoxide — the invisible, deadly gas that
makes a gas generator a strictly outdoors-only machine. That means a power station is
safe to use right inside your home, in any room, with the windows closed — beside
your chair, on the nightstand, next to a medical device. A few simple habits keep it that
way: charge it with the cord it came with, give it a little air while it works (don't bury it
under a blanket or shut it in a tight cabinet), keep it away from water and from baking
heat, and never use one that is cracked, soaked, or swollen. We will come back to that
idea often, because being safe indoors is the single biggest thing that sets a power
station apart from the gas generator you may already know.

Let's start with what this thing actually is

A portable power station is one of the friendliest pieces of backup power you can
own — a quiet box you charge up ahead of time that keeps your phone, your
internet, a lamp, and even a medical device running when the power goes out. This
guide explains what it is, in plain English, and how it's different from a gas
generator.

I'm Bill, and | run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. I've spent 30+ years helping
folks get comfortable with the gear in their homes, patiently and without the jargon. Think of
this guide as me sitting at your kitchen table, walking you through it one plain idea at a time.

You don't need to be technical to understand this. If you can charge a cell phone, you already
understand the heart of it: you fill it up with power when the lights are on, and it gives that
power back when they're off. Everything else is just details, and we'll take them slowly.

(0 There's nothing to buy from me

| don't sell power stations and | earn no commission, so this is just honest advice. If
you'd like a second opinion before you spend a dollar, call or text me at (330) 200-8042
and we'll talk it through — free.
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The whole guide, on one page

If you remember only these things, you already understand what a power station is
and whether it's for you.

0 A power station is a big rechargeable battery in a case, with regular outlets built in. No
engine, no fuel, no exhaust.

0 Because it makes no carbon monoxide, it is safe to use indoors — the opposite of a gas
generator, which must always run outside.

0 It's nearly silent, so no roar, no fumes, and no upsetting the neighbors.

0 Two numbers describe it: how much it holds (how long it lasts) and how much it can put
out at once (what it can run).

0 It's wonderful for electronics, the internet, medical devices, lights, and nursing a fridge
along in an outage.

O It won't run the big, hungry things — an electric range, a dryer, central air, or a 240-volt
well pump. That's still a generator's job.

[J One line to hold onto

A power station and a gas generator aren't really rivals — they're teammates. Many
folks are happiest with a quiet station for the everyday essentials and, if they're rural, a
generator for the heavy 240-volt loads.
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What's inside that box

A power station looks like a chunky suitcase or a small cooler with a handle. Inside,
it's really just three simple parts working together.

A big rechargeable battery

This is the heart of it — the same kind of lithium battery that's in your phone and cordless
tools, only much larger. It stores the power you put into it and holds it until you need it.

An inverter

A battery stores power as DC, the low-voltage kind, but your household gadgets want AC, the
kind that comes from a wall outlet. The inverter is the little translator built inside that turns one
into the other, so your ordinary lamp or laptop charger plugs right in.

A set of outlets

On the front you'll find familiar wall-style outlets, USB ports for phones and tablets, and
usually a round 12-volt socket like a car's. You plug things in exactly the way you always
have.

[0 The whole rhythm in one breath

Charge it up while the power's on. Let it sit, full and ready. When the lights go out, plug
your things into it. When it runs low, charge it again. That's the entire life of a power
station.
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The one difference that matters most

If you take a single idea from this guide, let it be this one, because it changes
everything about how and where you can use it.

A gas generator makes power by burning fuel in an engine. That engine gives off exhaust,
and the exhaust contains carbon monoxide — an invisible, odorless gas that can kill in
minutes. That's why a gas generator must always run outdoors, well away from the house,
and never in a garage or on a porch, not even with the door open.

A power station burns nothing. It's a battery, so there's no engine, no exhaust, and no carbon
monoxide at all. That means you can use it right inside your home — in the living room, the
bedroom, beside your chair — with the windows closed and never a worry about fumes.

For a senior living alone, for anyone in an apartment where a generator isn't even allowed,
and for a household that depends on a medical device, that indoor safety isn't a small
convenience. It's often the whole reason a power station is the right answer.

I'lt's still an electrical device — treat it kindly

Safe indoors doesn't mean indestructible. Give it a little air while it works, keep it away
from water and from baking heat, use the charger it came with, and never use one
that's cracked or swollen. Simple habits, and it'll serve you well for years.
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Power station and gas generator, side by side

Both keep your lights on in an outage, but they go about it in very different ways.
Here's the honest comparison, with nothing hidden.

I S LY R

Where you run it Indoors, anywhere Outdoors only
Fumes and CO None Deadly exhaust
Noise Near silent Loud engine

Fuel You recharge it Gas or propane
Runs a while, then... Recharge needed Refuel and roll on
Big 240-volt loads Usually no Larger ones, yes

Neither one is 'better.” A generator makes big power for as long as you can feed it fuel, which
is why it wins for a whole rural house on a well. A station is clean, quiet, and safe inside,
which is why it wins for everyday essentials and for anyone who can't run an engine outdoors.

[0 Not sure which suits you?

This is exactly the kind of thing I love to help sort out, with no sales pitch attached. Tell
me your home and what you'd want running, and I'll give you my honest read. Call or
text (330) 200-8042.
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The two numbers that describe every power station

You'll see a lot of specifications, but nearly everything comes down to two ideas.
Get these and you can read any power station.

Capacity — how long it lasts

This is how much energy the battery holds, measured in watt-hours. Think of it as the size of a
water tank: a bigger tank runs your things for longer before it's empty. The bigger the
capacity, the longer the outage it can carry you through.

Output — how much it runs at once

This is how much power it can deliver at any one moment, measured in watts. Think of it as
how wide the pipe is: a wider pipe lets you run bigger or more things at the same time. Plug in
more than the pipe allows and the station simply protects itself and stops.

You need enough of both — a big enough tank to last, and a wide enough pipe for what you
plug in. We keep the actual numbers out of this guide on purpose; you'll read them off the
machine and off your own devices, and our sizing guide walks you through matching them.

0 Why we don't quote numbers here

Every model is different, and the figures change as new ones come out. Rather than
memorize a number that'll be out of date, learn the two ideas — tank and pipe — and
you'll understand any unit you ever look at.
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What a power station is wonderful for

This is where a power station truly shines — the everyday, keep-life-normal things
that matter most in a typical outage.

« Phones, tablets, and laptops: keep everyone charged and reachable for a long time on
even a modest unit.

« The internet: your Wi-Fi router and modem sip very little power, so a station can keep you
online — and keep a medical-alert or cordless-phone base alive — for ages.

+ Medical devices: a CPAP overnight is a classic, comfortable fit, and the clean power is
gentle on sensitive equipment.

« Lights and a fan: LED lamps and a small fan run happily for many hours.

« The refrigerator, in cycles: a larger station can nurse a fridge or freezer along, running it
in turns to keep food safe.

[0 The theme to notice
Power stations love steady, sensible loads — electronics, lights, communication, and
keeping food cold. Those are exactly the things that keep an outage from turning scary.
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What it won't do — said plainly

I'd rather you know the limits now than be disappointed during a storm. A power
station is a battery, and a battery has honest limits.

Big, heat-making appliances are the enemy of a battery. An electric space heater, a hair
dryer, a microwave, a toaster, a coffee maker — these draw enormous power and would drain
a station in short order, and a smaller one can't run them at all.

The heavy, hardwired things are out of reach, too. An electric range or oven, an electric
clothes dryer, an electric water heater, and central air conditioning are far too hungry, and
most run on 240 volts, which most portable stations don't supply. A whole-house backup is a
standby generator's job, not a portable battery's.

I The well-pump truth, up front

Most home well pumps are 240-volt motors with a big starting surge, and most portable
power stations simply cannot start or run one. If you're on a well, plan for that honestly
— we devote a whole page to it, and a full guide too.
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How you fill it back up

A station's power isn't endless — but you have three good ways to top it up, and
you can plan around them.

From a wall outlet

The everyday way, and usually the fastest. You keep it plugged in and topped off so it's
always ready, then unplug it when the power fails.

From your car

A cable into the car's 12-volt socket trickles power in while you drive. It's slow, but it's a lifeline
on a long outage or a road trip — just don't run the car's own battery flat with the engine off.

From the sun

Portable solar panels plug in and recharge it for free, silently, with no outlet needed — which
is why a station-plus-panels bundle is often sold as a 'solar generator.' It's wonderful for a long
outage or off-grid. Our recharging and solar guides go deeper.

[0 Solar is a bonus, not magic

Panels recharge a station beautifully in good sun, but they slow down under clouds and
stop at night. Think of solar as a way to stretch and refill, not as instant power on
demand.
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Two kinds of homes, two sets of needs

Where you live shapes how a power station fits into your life. The role it plays in a
tidy in-town home is a little different from its role out on a farm with a well.

If you live in town or the suburbs

Outages here tend to be shorter, and your water keeps flowing from the city main whether the
power is on or not. So you're really powering comfort and connection — not a pump — and a
power station is often all you need.

+ It covers the essentials — phones, internet, lights, a CPAP, the fridge in cycles — quietly
and safely, right indoors.

+ In an apartment or condo where a generator isn't allowed, a station may be your only
realistic backup, and a fine one.

+ Silence matters with neighbors close by — no roar, no complaints.
« You recharge from the wall between outages and never store fuel.

If you are out in the country on a well

Out in the country the story changes. When the power quits, your well pump quits with it — no
water for drinking, cooking, flushing, or the animals — and outages tend to run longer past the
last mile of line.

« Be honest about the pump: it's almost always 240-volt with a big surge, and a portable
station generally can't run it. That stays a generator's job.

+ A station still earns its keep — powering the essentials indoors while a generator handles
the heavy 240-volt loads outside.

« Store drinking water for the outage, since the pump may be down.

+ Solar recharging is a real gift when a rural outage drags on for days.

[0 Rural home? Let's build the right pair

For a well home I'll often suggest a quiet station for the indoor essentials plus a
generator for the pump — and help you plan both without overspending. Call (330)
200-8042.
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So what's a 'solar generator'?

You'll see that phrase all over the place. It sounds like a different machine, but it
usually isn't.

A 'solar generator' is almost always just a power station sold together with one or more solar
panels. The station is still the same battery-in-a-box; the word 'solar' simply tells you it comes
with panels for recharging it from the sun. And ‘generator' is marketing — it generates nothing
on its own; it stores and hands back power you put in.

That's worth knowing so a fancy name doesn't confuse you. When you see 'solar generator,’
mentally translate it to 'a power station, with panels," and you'll know exactly what you're
looking at.

(0 Don't pay for a word

Whether it's called a power station or a solar generator, judge it by the same two
numbers — how much it holds and how much it puts out — plus its battery type and its
outlets. The label on the box doesn't change what's inside.
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A word about the battery itself

The battery is the soul of a power station, and there are two main kinds. You don't
need to be an engineer — just know the difference.

The newer, better kind is called LiFePOA4, or lithium iron phosphate. It lasts through far more
charge-ups over its life, it's very stable and safe, and it doesn't mind being kept full. It's a
touch heavier, and for something you'll lean on for years, it's usually worth it.

The older kind is a lithium-ion battery like the ones in laptops. It's lighter for the same size, but
it wears out sooner and is more common in cheaper or ultra-light units. Our battery-chemistry
guide compares the two in plain terms if you'd like to go deeper.

0 A simple rule of thumb

For a backup unit that mostly waits in a closet and needs to work for many years, lean
toward LiFePO4. For a featherweight unit you'll toss in a backpack now and then, the
older lithium may be fine.
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Is it really safe to run in the house?

Yes — that's the whole point of it. But 'safe’ still comes with a few sensible habits,
the same as any electrical device.

There's no carbon monoxide and no fumes, so the danger that makes a gas generator deadly
indoors simply isn't present. You can sleep in the same room as a running power station
without a second thought.

The care it does want is easy. Give it a little breathing room while it's charging or working
hard, since it makes some heat and has a small cooling fan. Keep it off wet surfaces and
away from a hot stove or a sunny windowsill. And if a unit is ever cracked, soaked, or looks
swollen, stop using it and set it aside.

I The one habit worth repeating
Don't smother it. Running a power station buried under a blanket, inside a sealed
cabinet, or in a closed tote traps its heat. Give it open air, and it stays happy and cool.
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Who a power station is especially good for

It's a fine thing for almost any home to have, but for some folks it's close to perfect.

« Seniors: nothing to pull-start, nothing to fuel, no going outside in the dark and cold. You
plug in and you're powered.

« Apartment and condo dwellers: where a gas generator is banned or impossible, a
station may be your only backup — and it works.

+ Anyone with a medical device: a quiet, clean, indoor power source beside the bed is a
real comfort. (One layer of a plan, not the whole plan — more in our medical guides.)

« Campers and travelers: silent power in a tent or an RV, with no fumes and no
generator-hours rules.

« Rural folks: as the quiet indoor partner to a generator that handles the well pump and the
heavy loads.

0 Let's match it to your life
The 'best' power station is the one that fits how you'd actually use it. Tell me about your
home and your must-haves and I'll help you find the right fit. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Do you want a station, a generator, or both?

This is the real question underneath it all, and it's easier to answer than you might
think.

If your must-run list is electronics, the internet, medical devices, lights, and keeping the fridge
cold through the common outage, a power station alone is often the whole answer — and it
does it quietly and safely indoors.

If you're rural, or you need to run 240-volt loads like a well pump or want to power much of the
house for days, a generator is still the right tool for that heavy lifting. Many well-prepared
homes keep both: the generator for the big jobs outside, the station for the quiet essentials
inside.

0 A comfortable middle path

You don't have to choose all at once. Plenty of folks start with a power station for the
everyday essentials, live with it a while, and add a generator later only if a real need for
the heavy loads shows up.
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How big a one would you need?

We won't chase numbers here, but the way you think it through is simple, and it
starts with a list, not a machine.

Walk your home and ask, 'If the power were out, what would | truly want running?' Write it
down. A short list — phones, the internet, a couple of lamps, a CPAP — points to a modest
station. Add the fridge in cycles and you're looking at something larger.

Then match that list to the two numbers: enough output to run your things at once, and
enough capacity to last the outage you expect. Our how-to-choose and
watts-versus-watt-hours guides walk through it step by step, and I'm glad to help you read the
labels.

00 Bring me your list

That little must-run list is the whole ballgame. Jot down what you'd want running and
text me a photo, and I'll help you land on the right size — no guessing, no overbuying.
(330) 200-8042.
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Living with a power station

A station rewards a couple of gentle habits, and asks very little in return. Here's
what day-to-day life with one looks like.

Keep it charged and ready. Many folks leave it topped up in a handy spot, or plug it in every
so often, so it's never caught empty when a storm rolls through. A battery left sitting will slowly
self-discharge over the months, so an occasional top-up matters.

Give it a good home: a cool, dry, easy-to-reach place indoors, out of direct sun and away from
heat. Because it's silent and fume-free, it can live right in your living space — no garage or
shed required, unlike a generator and its fuel.

[0 Practice once before you need it

Spend ten quiet minutes some afternoon plugging your lamp, your phone, and your
router into it, and turning the AC outlets on. Knowing it works, and how, turns a
stressful night into a calm one.
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Common mistakes people make

A few avoidable slip-ups account for most power-station disappointment. Now you'll
know them in advance.

« Expecting it to run the whole house. It's for essentials, not the range, the dryer, or
central air.

« Trying to run heat-makers. A space heater or hair dryer will drain even a large unit fast —
or won't start on a small one.

+ Letting it sit empty for months. A flat battery, forgotten in a closet, is the number-one
reason one disappoints when needed.

« Buying too small by forgetting to add up everything you'd run at once, then wondering
why it shuts off.

« Assuming it'll run the well pump. On a well, that's almost always a generator's job —
plan accordingly.

I The disappointing surprise to avoid

The saddest call is the one during an outage: 'lIt won't run my heater." A power station
is a battery — steady, sensible loads are its friends, and high-heat appliances are not.
Know that going in and you'll love it.
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A few myths, cleared up

Some ideas float around about these that just aren't so. Let's set them straight.

Q: 'A solar generator runs on sunshine alone.'
Not quite. The panels recharge the battery when the sun's out, but the battery is what actually
powers your things — and it works day or night, sun or no sun, until it runs low.

Q: 'lt's just a big phone charger.’
It charges phones beautifully, but a good one also runs lamps, a router, a CPAP, and can
nurse a fridge along. It's a genuine backup power source, not just a charger.

Q: 'lt can replace my generator completely.'
For everyday essentials, often yes. For a 240-volt well pump or whole-house power for days,
no — that's still a generator's job. Many homes use both.

(0 When in doubt, ask a plain question
There's no silly question about any of this. If a salesperson or a label leaves you
unsure, that's a fine reason to call me before you buy, not after.
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A few questions to ask yourself first

Before you shop, these plain questions point you toward the right kind of unit — or
toward a generator instead.
« What would | truly want running in an outage — and for how many hours?

+ Is anything on that list a big, heat-making, or 240-volt appliance? (If so, that part may need
a generator.)

« Do | live somewhere a gas generator isn't allowed or practical? (Then a station may be the
answer.)

« Am | on city water, or a well? (A well pump changes the plan.)

« Would I recharge from the wall, the car, or the sun — or all three?

[0 We can answer these together
If you're not sure how to answer these, that's normal, and it's exactly what I'm here for.
A short chat usually makes the right choice obvious. Call or text (330) 200-8042.
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Common Questions

The questions | hear most from folks meeting power stations for the first time,
answered plainly.

Q: Is it really safe to use in the bedroom?
Yes. There's no fuel, no exhaust, and no carbon monoxide, so there's nothing to vent. Just
give it a little air so it doesn't overheat, and keep it off wet surfaces.

Q: How long will it run my things?

That depends on how much the unit holds and how much your devices draw — roughly, its
capacity divided by their draw. Small, steady things like phones and a router last a long time;
hungry, hot things don't.

Q: Can it power my house during an outage?
It can power essentials — lights, electronics, the internet, medical devices, the fridge in
cycles. It cannot run big 240-volt or heat-making appliances or the whole house at once.

Q: Do | need special wiring for it?
No. You plug your devices straight into its outlets, just like a wall socket. There's no
installation and nothing for an electrician to do for ordinary use.

O Still have a question?
That's what I'm here for, and there's never a silly one. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042
and I'll give you a straight, friendly answer.
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You don't have to do this alone

You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

| hope this guide made understanding power stations feel a little less daunting and a lot more
doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back to a page whenever you
need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what | do. | come to your home, work at your
pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the
parts that don't need me on-site | can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit
comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. | don't do licensed electrical work myself —
for anything that needs to be wired into your home, I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

O Bill's Home Tech —real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all
of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever
not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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AT A GLANCE

Power Station vs. Gas Generator

Two ways to keep the lights on, compared

Power station Gas generator

Where you run it Indoors, Outdoors only
anywhere
Fumes and CO None Deadly exhaust
Noise Near silent Loud engine
Fuel Recharge it Gas or propane
Big 240V loads Usually no Larger ones yes

Not rivals but teammates. Many homes keep both
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How a Power Station Works

The same simple rhythm, every time

( N [ N [ N
Charge it up It stores power Plug things in Recharge, repeat
From wall, In a big AC, USB, Top it up when
car, or sun N battery -] and 12-volt - it runs low
\. J J \\ J \ y

If you can charge a phone, you already understand it.
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What a Power Station Runs Well

Steady, sensible loads are its sweet spot

Typical draw How long it
lasts
Phones, tablets Very small A long time
Wi-Fi router Tiny Ages
CPAP, no heater Small, steady Long
LED lights, fan Small Many hours
Fridge, in cycles Big surge Hours, cycled

Heat-makers and 240V loads are the exceptions
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Station, Generator, or Both?

Let your must-run list point the way

What do you need to back up?

Electronics and
medical, indoors?

The fridge and
essentials for
a short outage?

A well pump or
the whole house?

'

'

'

4 N\ N\ [ N\
A power station A station covers A generator's job;
is a great fit; it; cycle pair it with
safe inside the loads a station
\. J . VRN J
[ On awell? The 240V pump is a generator's job; the station does the rest. ]

llustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ
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BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

Need a Real Person?

You do not have to remember all of it.
You just have to remember you can call.
Friendly, in-home tech help -- | come to you.

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, | will
make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,
no fine print. That is how | would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com

Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM
— Bill

Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC - 30+ years of tech experience - Serving Portage County since 2025 - Fully Insured
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A Note From BIll

A quick note from Bill.
| write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so | can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or
the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or
climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

.'i'-'-;

l"

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).
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