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✔ The best news first — this one is safe indoors

Here is the best news about a portable power station, and the reason it earns a place

in your home: it is a big rechargeable battery in a case, not an engine. It burns no fuel,

so it gives off no exhaust and no carbon monoxide — the invisible, deadly gas that

makes a gas generator a strictly outdoors-only machine. That means a power station is

safe to use right inside your home, in any room, with the windows closed — beside

your chair, on the nightstand, next to a medical device. A few simple habits keep it that

way: charge it with the cord it came with, give it a little air while it works (don't bury it

under a blanket or shut it in a tight cabinet), keep it away from water and from baking

heat, and never use one that is cracked, soaked, or swollen. Because it's safe and

silent indoors, a power station can sit right beside an oxygen machine — but oxygen is

far more demanding than a phone or a CPAP, so this guide is as much about honest

limits as it is about what's possible.

Backup power for an oxygen concentrator
If you or a loved one relies on an oxygen concentrator, losing power is a serious

worry, and you deserve a straight, honest guide — not false comfort. Let me walk

you through what a power station can and can't do here, gently and plainly.

I'm Bill, and I help folks around Portage County plan for outages. I'm a tech helper, not a

doctor or a medical-equipment provider, so I'll be careful to stay in my lane. The medical

decisions belong to you, your doctor, and your oxygen supplier. What I can do is help you

understand the power side clearly.

Here's the honest headline: oxygen concentrators use a lot of power and run around the

clock, so a power station is a helpful layer — not a replacement for the backup your supplier

provides. We'll build the whole picture together.

! Oxygen is life-critical — plan with your supplier

Because oxygen is essential to breathe, please treat backup power as one part of a

plan you make with your oxygen supplier and doctor. Always keep the no-power

backup they provide, and if anyone ever struggles to breathe, call 911 without waiting

on any device.
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The honest short version
If you read only one page, read this one. These are the things that matter most.

❑ Oxygen concentrators are power-hungry and run continuously — much more demanding

than a CPAP or a phone.

❑ Your most important backup is the kind that needs no power at all: backup oxygen tanks

from your supplier. Keep them.

❑ Register with your electric utility's medical or priority list. This is one of the most valuable

things you can do.

❑ A power station can help — often bridging a portable unit for a while or charging its

batteries — but sizes and needs vary enormously.

❑ A small station generally cannot run a large home concentrator for long, if at all. Be

honest about which machine you have.

❑ It's safe and silent indoors, which is a real plus — but plan it with your supplier and doctor.

! Never let a battery be your only oxygen backup

A power station is a fine extra layer, but it should never replace the no-power tanks and

the medical plan your supplier gives you. Batteries run down; tanks don't need

electricity.
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Why oxygen is different from a CPAP
Folks often assume that if a power station runs a CPAP all night, it'll run an oxygen

machine too. Oxygen is a different animal, and it's important to know why.

A CPAP mostly just holds a gentle air pressure while you sleep — a small, steady draw for a

few hours. An oxygen concentrator does hard work: it pulls in air and separates out the

oxygen continuously, and many people need it running all day and all night, not just at

bedtime.

That combination — a heavier draw and around-the-clock running — is exactly what empties

a battery fastest. So while a power station can genuinely help, it asks for careful, honest

planning rather than a one-size-fits-all promise. Let's do that planning properly.

✔ Know your machine's numbers

The single most useful thing you can do is find your concentrator's power draw — it's

on the label or in the manual. That number, next to a power station's rating, is what

tells the real story for your situation.
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Two very different machines
The word 'concentrator' covers two quite different devices, and which one you have

changes everything about backup power.

A portable oxygen concentrator (POC)

These are the smaller, carry-along units, often with their own rechargeable batteries. They

draw less power, and a power station can frequently help by running one for a while or by

recharging its batteries. This is where a station shines brightest.

A home (stationary) concentrator

These are the larger units that stay in one room and usually run all the time. They're

considerably more demanding, and a smaller power station may not run one for long — or, if

the machine's draw is above the station's output, may not run it at all. Be honest with yourself

about which one you depend on.

★ Not sure which you have or what it draws?

Bring me your concentrator's label or manual and I'll help you read its power draw and

compare it, honestly, to what a given power station could do. No guesswork, no false

hope. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Why continuous, heavy use is hard on a battery
A quick, plain explanation of why oxygen asks so much more of a power station

than most things.

Two things drain a battery: how much a device pulls at once, and how long it runs. A

concentrator can be demanding on both counts — a meaningful draw, kept up hour after hour,

day and night. A device you run for twenty-four hours empties a battery far faster than one

you run for a few hours of sleep.

That's not a reason to give up on a power station — it's a reason to size it honestly and to lean

on recharging and, above all, on your no-power tanks. Our numbers guide explains the

draw-and-duration idea in more depth if you'd like it.

! The math is unforgiving with heavy, all-day loads

Please don't assume a modest station will quietly run a concentrator for days. It may

run a portable unit for a stretch, or bridge a gap, but around-the-clock oxygen is a

heavy job. Plan for tanks and recharging.
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Your most important backup needs no power at all
Before any battery, this is the backup that matters most — and it doesn't depend on

electricity working.

Oxygen suppliers provide backup oxygen — typically tanks or cylinders — that deliver oxygen

with no power whatsoever. In an outage, that's the surest safety net there is, because it works

no matter what happens to the grid or to any battery. Keep an adequate supply on hand, know

how to switch to it, and ask your supplier how much they recommend for your situation.

A power station is a fine addition on top of that — it can help you stretch your tanks or keep a

portable unit going — but it comes second to the tanks, never instead of them.

! Keep tanks, and know how to use them

Make sure you (and anyone who helps you) know where the backup oxygen is and

how to switch to it in the dark. Practice it once. In an outage, that simple, power-free

backup is your foundation.
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What a power station realistically can do
With honest expectations set, here are the genuine, valuable ways a power station

helps an oxygen user.

• Run a portable concentrator for a while, buying time and comfort during a shorter

outage.

• Recharge a portable unit's batteries, so you rotate through them rather than watching

them all run flat.

• Bridge a gap — keeping things going for a stretch while you get to your tanks or to

somewhere with power.

• Power the rest of your essentials — lights, phone, the internet — so an oxygen outage

isn't a total blackout.

• Do it all quietly and safely indoors, right where the machine lives, with no fumes.

✔ Think 'bridge and stretch,' not 'run forever'

The healthiest way to picture a power station here is as a bridge — something that

buys time and keeps a portable unit and your essentials going — working alongside

your tanks, not in place of them.
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Sizing it honestly for your machine
This is where honesty really pays, because the wrong assumption here is the

dangerous kind.

Start with your concentrator's power draw from its label, and compare it to a station's

continuous output — the machine's draw must sit comfortably below that, or the station won't

run it at all. Then look at the station's capacity against how many hours you'd need; a heavy

load run continuously will go through capacity quickly.

I won't hand you a runtime number, because it depends entirely on your machine and your

unit, and a wrong guess here isn't harmless. Instead, get your real figures, do the arithmetic,

and — most importantly — test it calmly ahead of time so you truly know.

★ Let's size it together, carefully

Oxygen is the one place I'm most careful of all. Bring me your machine's numbers and

we'll work out honestly what a station can and can't do for you, and how tanks and

recharging fill the rest. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Backup power is one layer — here's the whole plan
Let's put the pieces in the right order, with the power-free essentials first.

• Backup oxygen tanks from your supplier — the foundation, needing no power.

• Register with your electric utility's medical or priority list so you're flagged in an

outage.

• A plan from your doctor and supplier for what to do in a longer outage, written down.

• A power station to bridge, stretch, and keep a portable unit and your essentials going.

• A way to recharge — car or solar — and a plan to relocate to somewhere with power if an

outage drags on.

! Please register with your utility

Many electric utilities keep a medical or priority list for households with life-sustaining

equipment. It can affect how you're treated in an outage. A quick call to set it up is one

of the most important things on this page.
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Two kinds of homes, two sets of needs
Oxygen needs are personal and don't change with your address — but the outage

around you, and how far help is, do differ between town and country.

If you live in town or the suburbs

In town or the suburbs, outages tend to be shorter, and help and a pharmacy or supplier are

usually closer. A power station can bridge a shorter gap while your tanks stand ready, and

you can recharge from the wall the moment power returns.

• Shorter outages mean a station can more often bridge the gap for a portable unit.

• Keep your tanks regardless — they're the foundation everywhere.

• In an apartment where a generator isn't allowed, a station plus tanks may be your whole

backup, and that's workable.

• Recharge from the wall as soon as the power is back.

If you are out in the country on a well

Out in the country, outages run longer and help is farther, so lean harder on tanks, on

recharging without the grid, and on a plan to relocate if needed. The stakes of a long outage

are higher, so plan generously.

• Keep a more generous supply of backup tanks for longer rural outages.

• Plan to recharge a station by day from the car or from solar panels.

• Have a plan to get to a relative or a place with power if an outage stretches on.

• The well pump is a separate issue — that's a generator's job, not the station's.

★ Let's plan for your longest likely outage

For an oxygen household I'll help you build a careful, layered plan — tanks, utility

registration, a right-sized station, and recharging — so a long outage is planned for, not

feared. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Is the power clean and steady enough?
A reasonable question for any medical device, with a reassuring answer for a

quality unit — and a clear place to confirm it.

A good modern power station provides pure sine wave power — the same smooth kind as a

wall outlet — which is gentle on sensitive equipment. When you shop, look for that

description, and favor a reputable unit over the cheapest one.

For a device you breathe with, though, don't guess: ask your oxygen supplier or the machine's

maker whether it's approved to run from a battery or power station, and what kind of power it

expects. They know your equipment best, and it's the right place for the final word.

✔ Get it in writing if you can

If your supplier confirms your machine can run from a power station, ask them to note

which cord and what settings they recommend. A clear answer from the people who

know your equipment beats any general advice.
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Portable concentrators, at home and away
If you use a portable unit, a power station is an especially good companion — at

home and on the road.

At home in an outage, a station can run a portable concentrator for a while and keep its spare

batteries charged, so you rotate through them instead of running them all flat. Away from

home, you can recharge those batteries from your car as you drive or from solar panels,

which makes travel and day trips far less worrying.

! The station itself can't fly

If you travel by air, note that a power station's large battery almost always exceeds the

airline limit of about 100 watt-hours and can't be brought aboard. Portable

concentrators and their approved batteries follow their own airline rules — check with

your supplier and the airline before you fly.
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If you rely on a home concentrator
For the larger stationary machines, honesty is the kindest thing I can offer, so here

it is plainly.

A home concentrator's heavier, around-the-clock draw is a tall order for a portable power

station. A larger station may run one for a limited time or bridge a gap, but a smaller one may

not run it for long — or at all if the machine's draw is above the station's output. For a long

outage, your tanks and a relocation plan matter more than any battery.

Some households in this situation also keep a generator for heavier backup, used safely

outdoors. That's a fair option to discuss with your supplier — and a power station can still ride

alongside it, quietly powering your indoor essentials. Our guide comparing power stations and

generators lays out that pairing.

! Don't over-rely on any single device

For a home concentrator, please build your plan around tanks, utility registration, and

your supplier's guidance first. A power station is a helpful extra, but it's not a substitute

for that foundation.
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Stretching a station through a long outage
Where a power station does earn its keep for oxygen, recharging is what makes it

last.

During daylight, top the station back up from your car with the engine running, or from solar

panels in good sun. If you're using it to charge a portable unit's batteries, that daytime refill

can keep the rotation going. Our recharging and solar guides cover both in detail.

An expansion battery — an add-on pack — can add capacity for a household that wants more

runtime, though for a heavy oxygen load it's a supplement to tanks, not a substitute. Our

expansion-battery guide explains how those work.

✔ Line up your recharging in advance

Have the car cable or the solar panels ready and know how to use them before an

outage, not during one. A station you can refill is far more useful than one you can't.
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Write the plan down for everyone
In a stressful moment, a clear written plan is worth more than any memory — and it

lets anyone in the home help.

Put the steps in plain language: where the backup tanks are and how to switch to them, how

to set up the power station, which numbers to call, and when to leave for somewhere with

power. Keep it large-print and taped where it's easy to find, and make sure a family member

or neighbor knows it too.

★ I'll help you make the checklist

On a visit I can set up and test the power side and leave you a clear, large-print

checklist that includes your supplier's and doctor's guidance. A calm plan on paper is a

gift to the whole family. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Knowing when to call for help
No guide and no gadget replaces good judgment about a person's breathing.

Please keep this close.

Backup power and tanks are for keeping things steady, not for riding out an emergency. If

someone is having trouble breathing, seems confused or unusually drowsy, has chest pain, or

a bluish tint to the lips, don't wait on a battery or a tank gauge — call 911 and get help right

away.

! People first, always

If a device fails and backup is running low, or if breathing is a struggle, call 911 and, if

you safely can, move to somewhere with power. Equipment can be sorted out later.

The person comes first, every time.



COMMON MISTAKES BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 18 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

Common mistakes to avoid
These are the missteps that matter most, because with oxygen the stakes are real.

• Treating a power station as the whole plan. It's one layer; tanks and your supplier's plan

come first.

• Assuming a small station runs a home concentrator for days. A heavy, all-day load

drains a battery quickly.

• Not keeping enough backup tanks — the one backup that needs no power at all.

• Skipping the utility's medical list. Registering is quick and can matter a great deal.

• Never testing the setup, so no one knows what really works until an outage forces the

question.

! The dangerous assumption

Every mistake here traces back to one dangerous assumption: that a battery will simply

carry your oxygen. Plan around tanks and a real medical plan, and let the power

station be the helpful extra it truly is.
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A few myths, cleared up
Some hopeful ideas about oxygen and power stations need a gentle, honest

correction.

Q: 'A power station can replace my oxygen tanks.'

No. Tanks deliver oxygen with no power at all, which makes them the surest backup in an

outage. A power station is an extra layer on top of your tanks, never a replacement for them.

Q: 'If it runs a CPAP all night, it'll run my oxygen machine.'

Not necessarily. Oxygen concentrators draw more and run continuously, not just for a night's

sleep. A home unit especially can be far beyond what a modest station will carry.

Q: 'I don't need to tell the power company.'

Please do. Registering with your utility's medical or priority list is quick, free, and can matter

during an outage. It's one of the most worthwhile calls you can make.

✔ Your supplier is the expert on your machine

For anything specific to your concentrator — what it draws, whether it can run from a

battery, how much backup to keep — your oxygen supplier is the right and best source.

Lean on them.
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Questions for your supplier and doctor
Bring these to the people who know your equipment and your health best.

• How much backup oxygen (tanks) should I keep for a power outage?

• Can my concentrator run from a battery or power station, and how does it need to be

connected?

• What's my machine's power draw, and does it have its own batteries?

• How should I prepare for a longer outage, and when should I relocate?

• Am I on the electric utility's medical or priority list — and if not, how do I get added?

★ I'll help with the power half

Once your supplier and doctor have weighed in on the medical side, I'm glad to help

you set up and test the power side to match. Together that's a plan you can trust. Call

or text (330) 200-8042.
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Putting your oxygen backup plan together
Let's gather it into one clear, layered plan you can rely on.

The foundation is your backup tanks and your supplier's and doctor's guidance, with your

household registered on the utility's medical list. On top of that, a right-sized power station can

bridge shorter gaps, keep a portable unit and its batteries going, and power your other

essentials — all quietly and safely indoors, with car or solar recharging for a longer stretch.

Write it all down, test the parts you can, and make sure someone else knows the plan.

Layered like that, an outage becomes something you're prepared for rather than something to

dread.

★ Careful help, close to home

This is the kind of plan I take the most care with. I'll help with the power side, respect

your supplier's and doctor's lead on the rest, and leave you a clear checklist — $99 for

an in-home visit. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Common Questions
The questions I hear most about oxygen and backup power, answered honestly.

Q: Can a power station run my oxygen concentrator?

Sometimes, and it depends heavily on your machine. A power station can often run a portable

unit for a while or charge its batteries; a large home unit is much more demanding and may

run only briefly, or not at all on a smaller station. Check your machine's draw against the

station's rating, and ask your supplier.

Q: Do I still need oxygen tanks if I have a power station?

Yes, absolutely. Backup tanks need no power at all, which makes them the surest backup in

an outage. A power station is an extra layer, never a replacement for your tanks.

Q: What's the most important thing I can do?

Keep adequate backup tanks, register with your electric utility's medical or priority list, and

make a plan with your supplier and doctor. A power station helps on top of that foundation.

Q: What if the power's out for days?

Lean on your tanks, recharge a station by day from the car or solar to keep a portable unit

going, and have a plan to relocate to somewhere with power. For heavy needs, discuss a

generator with your supplier. If anyone struggles to breathe, call 911.

! When in doubt, call for help

If breathing is ever a struggle or backup is running low, don't wait — call 911. For

planning questions, your supplier and I are both here. The person's safety always

comes first.
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You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

I hope this guide made planning backup power for an oxygen concentrator feel a little less

daunting and a lot more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back

to a page whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what I do. I come to your home, work at your

pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the

parts that don't need me on-site I can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit

comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. I don't do licensed electrical work myself —

for anything that needs to be wired into your home, I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

★ Bill's Home Tech — real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all

of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever

not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help -- I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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