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START HERE
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1. The 60-Second Version If you only read one page, read this one. A phone mount holds
your phone where you can glance at the map without holding it, which is both safer and, in
Ohio, the legal way to use it while driving. Pick a mount that fits your car — a vent clip, a
dash pad, or a cup-holder arm are the common choices — and place it low and off to the
side so it never blocks your view of the road. Set your whole route before you pull out, then
use a quick glance or your voice while moving. A mount is the cheapest safety upgrade
you can make, especially in a car with no built-in CarPlay. A mount lets you glance at maps
without holding the phone. In Ohio, a mounted phone used with a tap or voice is the legal
way. Place it low and to the side, never blocking your view. Set the route before you drive;
use voice while moving. WATCH OUT Set up the mount, place the phone, and enter your
destination while parked. Never type an address or wrestle with the phone while the car is
moving. WHY IT MATTERS 2. Why a Mount Matters It turns the phone from hazard to
helper. A phone loose in your hand or lap is a double problem: it is dangerous, because
your eyes and a hand leave the driving, and in Ohio it is now against the law to hold it. A
mount solves both at once. With the phone held steady at the edge of your sight line, you
can follow the map with a quick glance, the way you check a mirror, while both hands stay
on the wheel. It is a small, inexpensive piece of plastic, but it changes the phone from
something that pulls you away from driving into something that quietly helps you drive. |
want to put your mind at ease right at the start: this is genuinely the simplest and cheapest
upgrade in all of car tech, and you cannot really get it wrong once you know the two or
three things that matter. A mount is a few dollars, it clips or sticks in place in a minute, and
it instantly makes your phone both safer and legal to use on the road. There is no wiring,
no account, no learning curve. If you do nothing else from any of my guides, a good phone
mount is the one | would start with.
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GOOD TO KNOW
4. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

The shift in thinking is small but it matters. A phone in your hand is a competitor for your
attention and your hands; a phone in a mount is just another instrument on the dash, like
the fuel gauge or the mirrors. You glance at it, you don't grip it. That single change — from
holding to glancing — is the whole safety benefit, and it happens to be what the law wants
too. So the mount is not really about the phone at all; it is about keeping your hands on the
wheel and your eyes on the road where they belong. Think of a mounted phone like your
speedometer or mirrors: something you glance at, not something you stare at or handle.
That is the whole mindset. THE LAW 3. Ohio's Hands-Free Law The rules changed, and a
mount is the answer. Ohio has a hands-free law that makes it illegal to hold or support a
phone with your hand or body while driving. An officer can pull you over for it on its own.
The law is aimed squarely at phones in hands — texting, scrolling, holding it to your ear.
The way to stay on the right side of it is simple: put the phone in a mount and keep your
hands off it. You can still use it for maps and calls; you just cannot be holding it. A mount is
not a nice-to-have in Ohio — it is how you use a phone legally at all. | do not want to
lecture, but | have seen enough close calls to say this plainly: holding a phone while driving
is both dangerous and, in Ohio, now something an officer can pull you over for on its own.
The law was written to get phones out of people's hands, and a mount is the clean, easy
way to comply without giving up your maps or your calls. You are not losing anything by
mounting the phone — you are keeping everything useful about it while setting down the
part that gets people hurt and ticketed. WATCH OUT Holding your phone while driving in
Ohio can get you pulled over by itself. A mount is the straightforward way to keep your
phone use legal.
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WHAT'S ALLOWED
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4. What the Law Lets You Do Mounted, with a single touch or your voice. The hands-free
law is not a ban on using the phone — it is a ban on holding it. With the phone in a mount,
you are generally allowed to operate it with a single tap or swipe, and you can use voice
commands freely. So you can start your navigation, accept a call, or change a song with
one touch, and you can do more by simply talking to the phone. What you cannot do is pick
it up, hold it, or sit there typing. Set things up before you roll, and a single tap or your voice
covers almost everything you need on the road. The thing to hold onto is that the law bans
holding the phone, not using it. With the phone in a mount, a single tap or swipe to start
your route or answer a call is generally fine, and talking to the phone is better still. So you
lose nothing you actually need on the road. What you give up is the dangerous stuff —
picking it up, holding it to your ear, thumbing out a message at the wheel — none of which
you should be doing anyway. Set it up before you roll and a tap or your voice handles the
rest. The phone must be mounted, not held. A single tap or swipe is generally allowed.
Voice commands are the safest, freest way to control it. No holding, and no typing out
messages while driving. TYPES 5. The Mount Types at a Glance Several styles, each with
its place. Phone mounts come in a handful of styles, and the right one depends on your
car's dashboard, vents, and how you like things. None is best for everyone. Over the next
few pages | will walk through each — the vent clip, the dashboard pad, the windshield
suction, the CD-slot mount, the cup-holder gooseneck, and the magnetic or MagSafe kind
— with the honest pros and cons of each. Read them with your own dashboard in mind,
and one will usually stand out as the obvious fit. Here is the quick overview before we take
them one at a time. There is no single best mount for everyone, so read the next few pages
with your own dashboard in mind. The right choice depends on what your car offers, the
shape of your dash, whether your vents are sturdy, whether you still have a CD slot, a free
cup holder, or
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VENT CLIP

6. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

a MagSafe phone. | will walk through each type with its honest pros and cons, and one will
usually stand out as the obvious fit. Do not overthink it: any mount that holds your phone
steady, low, and off to the side where you can glance at it is a good mount. Vent clip: grips
an air vent, quick and cheap. Dash pad: sticks or sits on the dashboard. Windshield
suction: sticks to the glass with a cup. Cup-holder gooseneck: a bendable arm from the cup
holder. Magnetic or MagSafe: the phone snaps on with a magnet. 6. The Vent Clip The
popular, easy starting point. The vent clip is the most common mount, and a fine first
choice. A little clip grips the slats of one of your dashboard air vents, holding the phone
right at the center of the dash. It installs in seconds with no sticky pads or suction, moves
easily between cars, and costs very little. The downsides are mild: it can block one air vent,
a heavy phone may make the vent sag, and in summer the warm or hot air from the vent
can heat the phone. For most people and most cars, though, the vent clip is simple and it
works. For all its popularity, the vent clip is not perfect, and knowing its two small
weaknesses helps you avoid them. First, it borrows one of your air vents, so in deep
summer or winter you may want that vent for yourself. Second, the warm or hot air blowing
across the phone can heat it up, which a phone running maps does not love. Both are
easily managed — aim the vent at cold air or pick a different one — and for most people
and most cars the vent clip remains the simplest, cheapest mount that just works. TIP In
summer, aim the vent the phone is clipped to toward cold air, or pick a different vent, so
warm air does not bake the phone while you drive.
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DASH PAD
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7. The Dashboard Mount Sticks on or sits with a weighted base. A dashboard mount
attaches to the dash itself, either with a strong adhesive pad or with a weighted, non-slip
base that just sits there without glue. It puts the phone low and in a steady spot, and the
weighted kind can be moved from car to car since nothing is stuck down. The adhesive
kind is very secure but leaves a mark if you remove it, and a curved or textured dash can
make either type tricky. Placed well, a dash mount keeps the phone low in your sight line,
which is just where you want it. A dashboard mount gives you a steady, low spot that sits
nicely in your line of sight, which is just where you want the phone. The adhesive kind grips
very firmly but leaves a mark if you ever remove it, while the weighted, non-slip kind sits
there with no glue at all and can move from car to car. A curved or heavily textured dash
can make either type a little fiddly to seat well. Placed on a reasonably flat patch, though, a
dash mount keeps the phone low and solid, and many people find it the most natural spot
of all. Adhesive version: very secure, but leaves a mark later. Weighted base: no glue,
moves between cars. Keeps the phone low on the dash, in a good spot. A curved or
textured dash can make mounting fiddly. SUCTION 8. The Windshield Suction Mount
Strong grip, but mind the law. A windshield mount uses a suction cup to stick to the glass,
usually on a longer arm so the phone sits up near your line of sight. It grips well and is easy
to reposition. But there are two cautions. First, some states restrict or forbid mounting
anything on the windshield because it can block your view, so placement matters. Second,
up high on the glass it is more likely to sit in your sight line and in the baking sun. If you use
one, mount it low in a corner, out of your main view of the road, not dead center. A
windshield mount grips the glass with a suction cup, usually on a longer arm, and it holds
well and repositions easily. But mind two cautions. First, some states restrict or forbid
mounting anything on the windshield because it can block your view, so placement
matters. Second, up on the glass the phone is more likely to sit in your sight line and bake
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WATCH OUT
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licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

in the sun. If you use one, mount it low in a bottom corner, well out of your main view of the
road, never dead center. A dash or vent mount sidesteps the whole windshield question
entirely. Some states limit windshield mounts because they can block your view. Keep any
windshield mount low and in a bottom corner, well out of your line of sight to the road
ahead. CD SLOT 9. The CD-Slot Mount Uses a slot nothing else needs anymore. If your
car still has a CD player, its slot is a handy anchor for a mount. A CD-slot mount slides a
flat tab into the slot and locks in place, holding the phone at a nice height near the center of
the dash without any adhesive or suction. Since almost nobody plays CDs anymore, the
slot is free real estate. It is sturdy and tidy. The only catches are that your car needs a CD
slot at all, which newer cars lack, and that you give up using the CD player, which most
people happily never miss. GOOD TO KNOW A CD-slot mount is a great use of a slot you
no longer need, and it holds the phone at a good height with nothing stuck to your dash or
glass. CUP HOLDER 10. The Cup-Holder Gooseneck A bendable arm from below. A
cup-holder mount drops a base into a cup holder and rises on a bendable gooseneck arm
you can shape to bring the phone up to a good spot. It is very stable, holds heavy phones
well, and does not touch your dash or glass at all, so there are no marks and no
windshield-law worries. The trade-off is that it uses up a cup holder, and a long arm can
wobble a little on rough roads. If you have a spare cup holder and a heavier phone, this is
one of the sturdiest, most flexible choices out there. A cup-holder mount drops a base into
a spare cup holder and rises on a bendable gooseneck arm you can shape to bring the
phone right where you want it. It is one of the
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MAGNETIC
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sturdiest choices, holds a heavy phone well, and touches neither your dash nor your glass,
so there are no marks and no windshield-law worries. The trade-offs are that it uses up a
cup holder, and a long arm can wobble a little on rough roads. If you have a spare holder
and a heavier phone, it is hard to beat for stability and flexibility. Very stable and good for
heavy phones. Nothing stuck to the dash or windshield. You can bend the arm to the
perfect spot. It uses up a cup holder, and long arms may wobble. 11. Magnetic and
MagSafe Mounts The phone just snaps on. Magnetic mounts hold the phone with strong
magnets instead of a cradle and arms. You stick a small metal plate on the phone or its
case — or, on newer iPhones with MagSafe, the magnets are built right in — and the
phone simply snaps onto the mount, one-handed, in an instant. It is the quickest to use by
far: snap on when you get in, pull off when you leave. The magnet does not harm the
phone. Just make sure the magnet is strong enough to hold your phone steady over
bumps, and that your case works with it. The magnetic mount's great virtue is speed, and
for many people that is what makes them actually use it. There is no cradle to wrestle the
phone into and no arms to adjust — you simply bring the phone near and it snaps into
place, one-handed, in an instant, then pulls off just as easily when you get out. Because it
is so effortless, you mount the phone every single drive instead of tossing it in the cup
holder 'just this once.' The one thing to check is that the magnet is strong enough to hold
your phone steady over bumps. GOOD TO KNOW The magnets in these mounts will not
harm your phone or erase anything. Modern phones are built to handle magnets, and
MagSafe iPhones are made for exactly this.
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COMPARE
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12. The Mount Types Side by Side A quick way to narrow it down. Here is the shortlist in
one place so you can weigh them against your own car at a glance. Pick based on what
your dashboard offers and how fussy you want the setup to be. Mount type Best for Vent
clip Quick, cheap, most cars Dashboard pad A steady low spot on a flat dash Cup-holder
arm Heavy phones, no marks Magnetic / MagSafe Snapping on and off fast PLACEMENT
13. Where to Place the Mount Low, off to the side, never blocking the road. Where you put
the mount matters as much as which one you buy. The rule is simple: the phone should be
low and off to the side, never in your view of the road ahead. A good spot is down toward
the center of the dash or a lower corner, where a small glance down reaches it, the same
as glancing at your speedometer. Do not perch it high and center where it blocks your view
of the road, pedestrians, or a traffic light. The whole point is a mount that helps you see —
it must never become one more thing in the way. If you remember only one rule about
placement, make it this: the phone must never sit between your eyes and the road.
Mounted too high and too central, it blocks your view of pedestrians, traffic lights, and the
car ahead — trading one hazard for another. Low and off to the side is the sweet spot,
where a quick downward glance reaches it just like checking your speedometer. Take a
moment when you first set the mount to sit in the driver's seat and make sure your view of
the road is completely clear, then leave it there. Keep it low, toward the center or a lower
corner. Never block your view of the road, signs, or lights. A quick downward glance should
reach it. Make sure it does not cover an airbag area.
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WINDSHIELD RULES
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14. State Rules on Windshield Mounts Where you can stick it varies. Because windshield
mounting can block a driver's view, states differ on it — some allow it only in certain spots,
some discourage it, some restrict it outright. Ohio's main concern is the phone being
mounted rather than held, but general good sense says keep anything off the main sweep
of your windshield. If you travel across state lines, the safe habit is to mount low and out of
your sight line everywhere, which keeps you fine no matter the local rule. A dash or vent
mount sidesteps the whole windshield question, which is one reason | often suggest them.
Because windshield mounting can block a driver's view, states differ on it; some allow it
only in certain spots, some discourage it, some forbid it outright. Ohio's main concern is
simply that the phone be mounted rather than held, but plain good sense says keep
anything off the main sweep of your windshield wherever you drive. If you cross state lines
often, the safe habit is to mount low and out of your sight line everywhere, which keeps you
fine no matter the local rule. A dash or vent mount avoids the whole patchwork of
windshield rules in one stroke. TIP If you cross state lines often, a vent or dash mount
avoids the patchwork of windshield rules entirely. One less thing to think about on a long
trip. REACH 15. Keeping It Within Easy Reach Close enough for one tap. The mount
should sit where you can reach the phone with a single, easy tap without leaning or
stretching. If you have to reach across the car or bend forward, you will end up taking your
eyes off the road longer than you should, which defeats the purpose. Test it parked: can
you tap 'start navigation' or answer a call with one comfortable touch, eyes barely leaving
the road? If yes, it is placed well. If you are reaching, move it closer. Easy reach and a
clear view of the road are the two things to balance, and both are gettable. The mount
should sit where you can reach the phone with one easy tap, without leaning or stretching
across the car. If you have to reach far, you will end up with your eyes off the
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TIP
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road longer than you should, which defeats the whole purpose. Test it parked: can you tap
start-navigation or answer a call with one comfortable touch, eyes barely leaving the road
ahead? If yes, it is placed well. If you are reaching, nudge it closer. Easy reach and a clear
view of the road are the two things to balance, and both are quite gettable. With the car
parked, practice tapping the phone where it sits. If any tap takes more than a quick reach,
nudge the mount closer before you rely on it. WIRELESS 16. Wireless-Charging Mounts
The phone charges while it guides you. A wireless-charging mount does double duty: it
holds the phone and tops up its battery at the same time, with no cable to plug in. You set
the phone on the pad or snap it to the MagSafe charger and it charges while you drive — a
real help, since running maps all day drains a battery fast. These mounts need a power
cable run to a car socket or USB port, so they cost a bit more and take a moment to wire.
But for anyone who navigates on long drives, keeping the phone charged without fumbling
for a cable is a lovely convenience. A wireless-charging mount is a small luxury that pays
off on exactly the days you need your phone most. Running turn-by-turn maps drains a
battery quickly, and nothing is worse than watching the phone die halfway through a long,
unfamiliar drive. With a charging mount, the phone tops up the whole time it is guiding you,
with no cable to fumble for each trip — you just set it in place and it charges. For anyone
who navigates on long drives, that steady charge is well worth the little extra cost and the
one-time job of running a power cable. Holds the phone and charges it with no cable to
plug in. Great for long drives that drain the battery. Qi pads work for most phones;
MagSafe is made for iPhones. Needs a power cable run to a car socket or USB port.
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WIRING
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17. Powering a Charging Mount A tidy cable run makes it nice. A charging mount needs
power, which means running its cable to a USB port or the cigarette-lighter socket. Done
carelessly, the cable dangles and annoys; done tidily, you barely notice it. The cable can
be tucked along the edge of the dash and down to the socket so it stays out of the way. If
your car has a USB port, that is the neatest source. This is the kind of small, fiddly job that
is worth getting right once, and it is exactly the sort of thing | can tidy up for you so the
whole setup looks and works like it came with the car. A charging mount needs power,
which means running its cable to a USB port or the cigarette-lighter socket. Done
carelessly, the cable dangles and annoys; done tidily, you barely notice it. Tuck it along the
seam of the dash and down to the socket so it stays out of the way of the controls. If your
car has a USB port, that is the neatest source of all. This is exactly the small, fiddly job
worth getting right once, and a cable flopping across the dash is the main reason people
sour on charging mounts, which is a shame since it is so easily avoided. TIP Tuck the
charging cable along the dash seam and down out of sight. A cable flopping across the
controls is the main reason people dislike charging mounts, and it is easily avoided.
HEAVY PHONES 18. Heavy-Phone Considerations Big phones need a firm grip. Phones
have grown large and heavy, and a mount that is fine for a small phone may sag or drop a
big one, especially with a bulky case. If you have a large phone, favor a sturdier mount — a
cup-holder gooseneck or a solid dash mount — and for magnetic mounts, make sure the
magnet is strong enough to hold your phone over bumps. A vent clip can struggle with a
heavy phone and may bend the vent slats. Match the mount's grip to your phone's heft,
and it will stay put instead of sliding off at the worst moment.
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A mount that cannot hold your heavy phone will drop it while you drive, which is both a
distraction and a scramble. Buy a mount rated for a larger phone if yours is big. CASES 19.
Phone Cases and Magnets Your case has to cooperate. Your phone case affects which
mount works. A very thick or rugged case may be too fat for some cradles to grip. For
magnetic mounts, the magnet has to reach through the case — MagSafe iPhones and
MagSafe-ready cases are built for this, but with an ordinary case you may need to stick a
metal plate on it for the magnet to grab. For wireless charging, the case must be thin
enough for the charge to pass through, which most are. None of this is a dealbreaker; you
just want to check that your particular case and mount get along before you settle on one.
GOOD TO KNOW If you have a MagSafe iPhone, a MagSafe mount is the smoothest
match. With an Android phone and a magnetic mount, a thin metal plate on the case does
the trick. HEAT 20. Avoid the Hot-Windshield Sun Heat is hard on a working phone. A
phone running maps already works hard and warms up; add direct sun through the
windshield and it can overheat, dim its screen, or shut the navigation down to cool off. That
is why | steer people away from mounting high on the glass in a sunny spot. Keep the
phone lower and more shaded, aim an air vent at it in summer if you can, and if it ever
warns that it is too hot, give it a moment in the shade or the air conditioning. A cooler
phone stays reliable and its battery lasts longer too. A phone running maps already works
hard and warms up, and adding direct sun through the windshield can push it to overheat,
dim its screen, or shut the navigation down to cool off. That is why | steer people away from
mounting high on the glass in a sunny spot. Keep the phone lower and more shaded, aim
an air vent at it in summer if you can, and if it ever warns that it is too hot, give it a moment
in the shade or the air conditioning. A cooler
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phone stays reliable when you need it, and its battery lasts longer too.

A phone baking in windshield sun may dim, lag, or quit navigating to protect itself. Mount it
in a shadier, lower spot and it will keep working when you need it. SET ROUTE 21. Set
Your Route Before You Go The most important habit in this guide. Here is the single most
important thing, and it has nothing to do with gadgets. Enter your destination and start the
navigation while you are still parked, before you pull out. Once the route is running, the
phone just talks and shows you the way — you only glance at it. Trying to type an address
while driving is exactly the dangerous, illegal behavior a mount is meant to end. Make it a
firm habit: get in, mount the phone, set the whole route, and only then put the car in gear.
Thirty seconds parked saves you from fumbling at the wheel. This habit is the heart of safe
phone use in the car, so | will not apologize for repeating it: enter your destination and start
the navigation while you are still parked. Once the route is running, the phone simply talks
you through the turns and you only glance to confirm. Trying to peck out an address while
rolling down the road is precisely the dangerous, illegal behavior the mount exists to
prevent. Make it an unbreakable rule — get in, mount the phone, set the whole route, and
only then put the car in gear. Thirty parked seconds buys a whole safe trip.

Get in and place the phone in its mount.

Open your maps app and enter the full destination.

Start the navigation so it is talking and showing the route.
Only now put the car in gear and drive.

If the route needs changing, use your voice or pull over.

a b~ WwN -
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22. Use Voice, Not Fingers Talking keeps your hands on the wheel. Once you are moving,
let your voice do the work. Both Apple and Android phones listen for 'Hey Siri' or 'Hey
Google' and will take spoken commands — start a route to a new place, call someone, play
music, read a text aloud — all without you touching the phone. This is the safest way to use
it on the road, and it keeps you well within the hands-free law. Learn a few spoken
commands and you will rarely need to touch the phone at all while driving. The mount
holds it; your voice runs it; your hands stay on the wheel. Once you are moving, let your
voice do the work and keep your hands on the wheel. Both Apple and Android phones
listen for a wake word and will take spoken commands, start a route to a new place, make
a call, play music, read a text aloud, without you touching the phone at all. This is the
safest way to use it on the road and keeps you well within the hands-free law. Learn just a
few spoken commands and you will rarely need to touch the phone while driving. The
mount holds it; your voice runs it; your hands stay put. Say 'Hey Siri* or 'Hey Google' to
start. Ask for directions, calls, music, or to hear a text. No touching the phone means no
hands-free worries. A few learned commands cover most of what you need. GLANCE 23.
Glance, Don't Stare Treat it like a mirror. Even with the phone perfectly mounted, how you
look at it matters. Use quick glances, a second at most, the way you check a mirror or the
speedometer, then your eyes go back to the road. The spoken directions mean you rarely
need to look at all — you listen, and glance only to confirm. A lot of trouble comes not from
holding a phone but from staring at the screen too long, mounted or not. The mount makes
glancing easy and safe; your discipline to glance rather than stare is what finishes the job.
The goal is to use the phone the way you use your speedometer: a glance of a second or
so, then your eyes go right back to the road. With the spoken directions turned up, you will
find you barely need to look at the screen at all — you listen for the turns and glance only
to confirm. Most of the trouble on the road comes not from a mounted phone itself but from
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staring at it too long, so the discipline to glance rather than gaze is the final piece that
makes the whole setup genuinely safe. Turn the navigation voice up loud enough to hear
clearly. When you can rely on the spoken turns, you barely need to look at the screen at all.
CHEAP UPGRADE 24. The Cheapest Safety Upgrade Especially for a car with no
CarPlay. If your car is older and does not have CarPlay or Android Auto built into its
screen, a phone mount is the best few dollars you will ever spend on it. For the cost of a
nice lunch, you get your maps, your calls, and your music up where you can use them
safely and legally, without a big dashboard screen or a trip to the installer. It will not look as
fancy as a built-in screen, but it does the important parts just as well. For a well-loved older
car, a good mount is the simplest upgrade there is. For an older car with no built-in CarPlay
or Android Auto, I truly cannot think of a better few dollars you could spend. A good mount
puts your maps, your calls, and your music right up where you can use them safely and
legally, giving you the heart of what an expensive built-in screen does for a tiny fraction of
the cost and with no installer required. It will not look as slick as a factory touchscreen, but
it does the parts that matter every bit as well. For a well-loved older car, it is the upgrade |
recommend first. GOOD TO KNOW No CarPlay in your car? A mounted phone running
maps gives you the heart of what CarPlay does, for a tiny fraction of the cost and no
installation.
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25. Installing a Vent Clip A thirty-second job. Putting in a vent clip is about as easy as car
accessories get. You open the clip's jaws, hook them over the horizontal slats of an air
vent, and let it grip — some have a little lever you push to tighten. Then you test that it
holds your phone's weight with a gentle tug. Pick a vent low and toward the center so the
phone sits in a good spot, and avoid a vent you will want for heat or air conditioning on your
face. That is the whole job. If it sags under your phone, move to a sturdier vent or a
different mount. Putting in a vent clip is about as easy as car accessories get. You open
the clip's jaws, hook them over the horizontal slats of an air vent, and let it grip; some have
a little lever you push to tighten. Then give it a gentle tug to make sure it holds your
phone's weight. Pick a vent low and toward the center so the phone sits in a good spot,
and steer clear of a vent you will want for heat or air on your face. That is the whole job,
and if it sags under your phone, just move to a sturdier vent.

1 Choose a low, central air vent.

2 Open the clip and hook it over the vent's slats.

3 Tighten the lever if the clip has one.

4 Give it a gentle tug to make sure it holds.

5 Set your phone in and confirm it sits steady. INSTALL PAD 26. Installing an Adhesive
Pad Clean, press, wait. An adhesive dash mount sticks best when you prepare the spot.
Clean the patch of dash with a little rubbing alcohol and let it dry fully, so no dust or oll
weakens the bond. Peel the backing, press the mount down firmly in your chosen low,
flat spot, and hold it for a solid minute. Then — this is the part people skip — leave it
alone for a day before hanging a phone on it, so the adhesive fully sets. Rushing it is why
mounts fall off. A little patience at the start buys a mount that stays put for years.

6 Clean the dash spot with rubbing alcohol and let it dry.

7 Peel the backing off the adhesive.

8 Press the mount down firmly for a full minute.

9 Leave it a day before putting a phone on it.
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1 Then test with the phone and enjoy a mount that stays. Give adhesive a full day to cure
before you trust it with your phone. Most 'the mount fell off' complaints come from not
waiting. REMOVE 27. Removing Adhesive Later Taking it off without a mess. When you
eventually want to remove an adhesive mount — selling the car, changing mounts — you
can usually do it without harming the dash. Warming the pad gently with a hair dryer
softens the glue so it peels away rather than tearing. Any sticky residue left behind
comes off with a little rubbing alcohol or an adhesive remover and a soft cloth. Go slow
and warm it well; yanking a cold adhesive pad is what lifts the dash finish or leaves a
stubborn gummy patch. Done patiently, you would never know a mount was ever there.
TIP Warm an adhesive mount with a hair dryer before peeling it off. The heat releases
the glue so it comes away clean instead of fighting you. PASSENGER 28. Let a
Passenger Navigate The best hands-free tool has a seatbelt. One happy option costs
nothing: if someone is riding with you, let them run the phone. A passenger can type the
destination, reroute around traffic, read a text aloud, and answer calls while you simply
drive. It is the oldest form of hands-free there is, and it is perfectly legal and safe because
you are not touching the phone at all. On a long family trip, handing the navigator job to
whoever is up front keeps you focused on the road and gives them something useful to
do. Save the solo voice commands for when you are driving alone. One happy option
costs nothing at all: if someone is riding with you, let them run the phone. A passenger
can type the destination, reroute around traffic, read a text aloud, and answer calls while
you simply drive. It is the oldest form of hands-free there is, perfectly legal and safe
because you are not touching the phone yourself. On a long family trip, handing the
navigator job to whoever is up front keeps you focused on the road and gives
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them something useful to do. Save the solo voice commands for when you are driving
alone. A passenger handling the phone is completely fine under the hands-free law. The
rule is about the driver holding it, not anyone else in the car. COMMON QUESTIONS 29.
Questions | Hear a Lot Quick answers to the usual ones. A few questions come up
whenever folks set up a car mount, so here are the short answers. Will a magnet hurt my
phone? No. Modern phones handle magnets fine. Is a windshield mount legal? It varies by
state; keep any mount low and out of your view to be safe. Can I still use the phone at a
red light? You are stopped but still driving; safest to wait until parked for anything but a
quick tap. Do | need the charging kind? Only if long drives drain your battery; otherwise a
plain mount is fine. What's the best mount? The one that fits your car and holds your phone
steady where you can glance at it. RECAP 30. The Short Version Everything above, boiled
down. To wrap up: a phone mount lets you glance at maps safely and is the legal way to
use your phone while driving in Ohio, where holding it is against the law. Pick a mount that
suits your car — vent clip, dash pad, cup-holder arm, or magnetic — and place it low and
off to the side, never blocking your view. Set the whole route before you pull out, then use
voice and quick glances. Keep the phone out of baking sun, and if long drives drain it,
choose a charging mount. It is the cheapest safety upgrade your car can get. A mount is
the legal, safe way to use your phone driving in Ohio. Match the mount type to your car;
place it low and to the side. Set the route parked; use voice and glances while moving.
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Keep the phone out of direct windshield sun.

A charging mount keeps the battery up on long drives. 31. When to Call Bill Happy to get it
mounted and set up right. If picking the right mount, placing it well, running a tidy charging
cable, or setting up the voice commands feels like a bother, let me handle it. | am Bill, and
in more than thirty years of in-home tech help around Portage County | have set up phone
mounts and navigation for plenty of folks who just want their maps where they can see
them safely. | will come to you, fit the right mount for your car, place it so it helps instead of
blocking your view, and show you the safe, legal routine for using it. Call me at (330)
200-8042 and we will find a time. | can set up the voice commands on your phone, run a
charging cable neatly if you want one, and walk you through setting a route before you
drive, so you feel confident and legal behind the wheel. No pressure, and my friendly
guarantee stands behind the visit. Sophie can help you get on the calendar. TIP Got an
older car with no CarPlay? Call and we will set up a mount and your phone's maps
together, so you get the heart of CarPlay for the price of a mount. CHEAT SHEET
Everyday Cheat Sheet Keep this page handy. It points you straight to what to do for each
task. | want to... Do this | want to... Do this Use my phone legally while driving Mount it and
operate it with one tap or your voice Pick a mount Match the type to your dash and air
vents Place it safely Mount it low and off to the side, not blocking your view Keep the phone
charged Choose a wireless-charging mount Stop the phone overheating Keep it out of
direct windshield sun Avoid fiddling while driving Set the whole route before you pull out
Get it set up right Call me at (330) 200-8042 Get help Call Bill: (330) 200-8042
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Your Visit — and My Promise In-home visit — $99 flat for your first visit. No contracts and
no surprise charges, and a 30-day follow-up is included. Remote Support — $49 for a
screen-share session. | only connect with your permission, you watch the whole time, and
you can end anytime. If | can't fix it over the screen-share, | refund the $49 — and if it turns
out you need me in person, that $49 goes toward your visit. It's included free for Support
Plan members ($39/mo). GOOD TO KNOW My promise — If you're not 100% satisfied
with your visit, I'll come back at no charge, or refund the full $99. No questions, no
awkwardness. That's how I'd want to be treated. Call or text (330) 200-8042 - Book a visit:
billshometech.com/book - bill@billshometech.com This free guide is for general information
only — not professional advice, and no substitute for your device's own manual. Any prices
or outside products mentioned can change; please confirm current details before you buy.
Please use your own good judgment and follow it at your own risk — for anything involving
electricity, gas, water, or heights, stop and call a licensed professional. Bill's Home Tech
and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any damage, data loss, or injury that results. © 2026
Bill's Home Tech, LLC.
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AT A GLANCE

A Picture to Follow Along

The safe routine

Do it in this order, every drive.

1. Mount 2. Route 3. Drive 4. Change
Phone in Set it Glance only Use voice
before you go while parked hands on wheel or pull over

lllustration — a schematic. The order is a suggestion; do one box at a time.

A schematic of the plan — company steps vary; the order does not have to.
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AT A GLANCE

A Second Look

Mount types to choose from

Pick the one that firts vour.car

~

Vent clip
. J
( )

Dash pad
Phone mount - ~
( )

Cup-holder arm
. J
( )
Magnetic / MagSafe

. J

lllustration — a schematic. Set-up screens differ; each takes only a few minutes.
BEFORE YOU GO

A Note From Bill

A quick note from BiIll. | write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do
my best to keep every step accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a
bit different, so | can't promise a guide will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem.
These guides are for general information only — they're not professional, legal, or financial
advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or the manufacturer's instructions.
Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here at your own risk. If a
step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or climbing a ladder
— or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional (or give
me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that results.
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BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

HOW | CAN HELP

Your Visit — and My Promise

In-home visit — $99 flat for your first visit. No contracts and no surprise charges, and a
30-day follow-up is included.

Remote Support — $49 for a screen-share session. | only connect with your permission, you
watch the whole time, and you can end anytime. If | can't fix it over the screen-share, | refund
the $49 — and if it turns out you need me in person, that $49 goes toward your visit. It's
included free for Support Plan members ($39/mo).

GOOD TO KNOW

My promise — If you're not 100% satisfied with your visit, I'll come back at no charge, or
refund the full $99. No questions, no awkwardness. That's how I'd want to be treated.

Call or text (330) 200-8042 - Book a visit: billshometech.com/book - bill@billshometech.com

This free guide is for general information only — not professional advice, and no substitute for your device's own manual. Any prices

or outside products mentioned can change; please confirm current details before you buy. Please use your own good judgment and

follow it at your own risk — for anything involving electricity, gas, water, or heights, stop and call a licensed professional. Bill's Home
Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any damage, data loss, or injury that results. © 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC.
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