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Hello, and welcome
If you've ever wished your small, quiet generator had a little more muscle —

enough to run the refrigerator and a few more things at once — there's a clever

trick that doesn't mean buying a whole new machine. It's called running two units in

parallel, and this guide walks through it in plain English.

I'm Bill, and I run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. I've spent more than 30

years helping folks get comfortable with their technology — patiently, in plain language, and at

their own pace. Think of this guide as me sitting at your kitchen table, walking through it with

you one step at a time.

In these pages we'll cover what "paralleling" really means, why folks do it, exactly what it

takes to do it safely, and one honest limitation that surprises almost everyone. We'll look at

how it works whether you live in town or out in the country on a well — and when one bigger

generator is simply the smarter, simpler choice.

You do not have to read this all at once, and you certainly don't have to memorize it. Skip to

whatever you need, keep it handy, and know that a real person is only a phone call away.

★ How to use this guide

Each page stands on its own. Read one, take what's useful, and come back for the

next when you're ready. If a step ever feels fuzzy, that's on my writing — not on you —

and you can always call me at (330) 200-8042.
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What "running two in parallel" means
In one sentence: it's joining two generators together with a special connector so

they act like one bigger generator feeding a single set of outlets.

Picture two of the same small, quiet inverter generators sitting side by side. On their own,

each one makes its own power. Paralleling them means linking the two with a maker's

parallel kit — a heavy cord or a little connecting box — so their power is pooled together and

comes out of one combined outlet. You plug your extension cords into that kit, not into the two

units separately.

Here's the nice part: the two engines still run independently, each sipping its own fuel, but the

clever electronics inside inverter units keep them perfectly in step with each other. They

agree on the timing and the voltage down to the split second, so to your refrigerator or your

television it looks like ordinary, smooth wall power — just more of it.

A homey way to think of it: one person can carry a light load across the yard, but a heavy

couch takes two people lifting together, in rhythm. Paralleling is two generators lifting

together. Neither has to be big and heavy on its own, because they're sharing the work.

This only works with units built for it — more on that in a moment — but when it does, it's a

tidy way to get more power without buying one large, heavy machine. It's one of the most

useful tricks in the inverter-generator world, and it's not nearly as complicated as it sounds.

✔ You don't wire anything

Paralleling is not an electrical project. There are no tools, no wiring, and nothing to bolt

together — you're simply plugging a made-for-purpose cord between two units. If you

can plug in a lamp, you can hook up a parallel kit.
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Why folks pair up two units
There are three good reasons people choose a pair of smaller units over one large

generator, and they're all practical.

You can start small and grow later. Maybe today you just want to keep the refrigerator and

a few lights going, and a single small unit does that nicely. Later — a bigger budget, a longer

outage, a new need — you buy a matching twin and suddenly you've got roughly double the

power. You didn't have to guess big and overspend up front, and you didn't have to sell your

first unit to size up.

Two lighter units are easier to carry than one big one. A single generator with the same

total power is a heavy, awkward thing to lift into a car trunk or wheel across a soggy yard. Two

small "suitcase" units split that weight in half. For a lot of folks — especially if lifting isn't as

easy as it used to be — that alone is worth it.

You can run just one when that's all you need. For a quiet evening with the fridge, the

Wi-Fi, and a lamp, you fire up a single unit and leave its twin resting. That saves fuel and

keeps things quieter. When a heat wave or a long storm means you need more, you bring the

second one into the team. It's flexible in a way one big generator simply isn't.

★ Why I like this for a lot of my customers

A pair of small units fits how real life works — modest needs most days, bigger needs

once in a while, and a budget that's easier to handle in two steps. It's not right for

everyone, but when it fits, it fits well. Happy to help you decide — (330) 200-8042.
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What it takes — the must-haves
Paralleling is easy, but it isn't a "pair up any two generators" free-for-all. A few

things have to line up.

Both units must be parallel-capable. This is the big one. A generator can only be paralleled

if it was designed for it and has the special parallel ports on its panel. Many small inverter

units have this feature; plenty don't. If a unit isn't built for paralleling, there is no safe way to

force it, so this is the first thing to check on the box or in the manual.

You use the maker's matching parallel kit. The cord or connecting box that joins the two

units is made by the generator's manufacturer for that family of units. It's built to handle the

combined power and to let the two talk to each other. A random cord from a drawer is not a

substitute and can be dangerous.

Usually the same brand, and often the same model. As a rule, the two units need to be the

same brand, and very often the exact same model, so their electronics match and sync

properly. Some makers allow a couple of compatible models within one line to pair — but you

never assume it. The manual (or a quick call to me) tells you exactly which units are cleared

to run together.

In short: two units of the same family, both built to parallel, joined by the kit made for them.

Get those three things right and the rest is easy. Guess at them and you can damage the

units or worse.

! Don't rig up a homemade connection

Please never try to join two generators with a homemade cord, a splitter, or a "Y"

adapter to save the cost of the real kit. The parallel kit isn't just a wire — it lets the units

synchronize safely. The wrong connection can ruin both units or start a fire. If you're

unsure which kit is right, call me before you buy.
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The parallel kit, up close
The "kit" is the piece that makes the magic happen, and it's simpler than you might

expect.

A parallel kit usually comes in one of two shapes. Some are just a sturdy cord with a plug on

each end that goes into the parallel ports on the two units, plus a household outlet in the

middle where you plug in your load. Others are a small box or bracket that clips onto the

units, with the combined outlets built right into it. Both do the same job.

Whichever shape it takes, the kit's outlets are where your cords go. That's the part folks

sometimes miss: once two units are paralleled, you stop using the outlets on the individual

generators and use the kit's outlet instead, because that's the one carrying the pooled power.

Some kits add a bigger, round twist-lock outlet as well as regular household plugs, so you

can run a heavier cord to, say, a small transfer setup. That extra outlet still puts out 120-volt

power, though — it doesn't turn the pair into a 240-volt source. We'll come back to that

important point.

The kit is sold separately from the generators on most models, so it's an extra item to budget

for and to keep track of. It's small and easy to misplace in a garage, so I tell folks to store it

right with the units — even tape it to the handle — so it's never hunting time during a storm.

✔ Buy the kit made for your model

When you buy a parallel kit, match it to your exact generator model. The maker's

catalog or the manual lists the right one. If you tell me what units you have, I can point

you to the correct kit so you're not guessing among look-alikes online.
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How two units share the load
When a pair is running, the two generators quietly divide the work between them.

Here's how that adds up.

The moment you connect them, the two inverters agree on their voltage, their timing, and
their rhythm so they're producing power as one. Then they simply share the load by their
capacity. Two identical units split the work about evenly — if you're drawing a certain

amount, each carries about half. It happens automatically; you don't set anything.

The combined power is roughly the two added together, minus a little overhead. Pair

two matched units and you get close to double what one can do on its own — not quite

double, because a small slice goes to keeping them in sync, but close. For most purposes

you can think of it as "nearly twice one unit."

The thrifty eco mode you love still works with a pair. Under a light load, both engines can

throttle down together and stay quiet and easy on fuel; when you ask for more, they both spin

up to meet it. So you keep the fuel savings and the calm even after you've added the second

unit.

One honest note on the numbers: just like a single generator, a pair has to cover the brief

surge when a motor kicks on — a refrigerator or a furnace fan gulps extra power for a second

at start-up. The good news is that two units together have more muscle for those surges than

one small unit alone, which is often the very reason people pair up.

✔ Nearly double, not exactly double

When you're sizing things up, plan on a pair giving you a bit less than two units' worth

on paper — that small sync overhead is normal and nothing's wrong. It's still a big jump

from one unit, and plenty for a lot more of the house.
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The one thing paralleling does NOT do
This is the most important page in the guide to read slowly, because it surprises

almost everyone.

Pairing two 120-volt units together gives you more 120-volt power — not 240 volts. That's

the catch. It's natural to assume that two units joined together would somehow add up to the

higher 240-volt power that big appliances need, but that isn't how it works. Paralleling makes

a bigger pool of ordinary 120-volt power; it does not create the second "leg" that 240 volts

requires.

Why does that matter? Because the things that truly need 240 volts — most well pumps,

central air conditioners, an electric range or dryer — still can't run off a paralleled pair of

120-volt units, no matter how many watts you've added up. More power, yes; a different kind
of power, no.

This trips people up because "double the power" sounds like it should solve everything. For

120-volt things — the fridge, the freezer, lights, the furnace blower, fans, electronics, a space

heater — a pair is wonderful. For a 240-volt well pump, it does nothing at all. It's a genuine

limit, not a fine-print technicality, and I'd rather you know it now than after you've bought a

second unit hoping it would run the pump.

If a 240-volt load is your real goal, the answer isn't two little units — it's one larger generator
that makes 120/240-volt power on its own, sized to the job. There's a whole guide in this

series on backing up a well pump that walks through it.

! Two 120-volt units still make 120 volts

If anyone tells you that pairing two small generators will run your 240-volt well pump or

central air, they're mistaken — and it's an expensive mistake to make. For 240-volt

needs you want a single 120/240-volt unit. I'll gladly help you tell the difference before

you spend a dime.



SETTING UP BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 9 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

Setting up a pair, step by step
Hooking up a parallel pair takes just a few minutes. Here's the whole routine, in

order.

• Set both units outside, well apart from the house. Each one goes at least 20 feet out,

on solid, level ground, with its exhaust pointed away from doors, windows, and vents —

yours and the neighbors'. Two units means two exhausts to aim.

• With both units off, connect the parallel kit. Plug the kit's ends into the parallel ports on

each unit. Seat the connectors fully so nothing's loose. Do this before you start the

engines.

• Start each engine and let them settle. Start the first unit, then the second, following each

one's normal starting steps, and give them a moment to warm up and find a steady idle.

• Plug your cords into the kit's outlet. Run your extension cords from the combined outlet

on the kit — not from the units themselves — to whatever you're powering.

• To shut down, unplug your load first, then stop both engines. Let them cool before

you disconnect the kit and put everything away.

That's genuinely all there is to it. The exact button order and any small quirks are in your units'

manual, and it's worth reading once in daylight before a storm ever hits, so the first time isn't

the night the lights go out.

★ Let's do the first hook-up together

First-time parallel hook-ups are a perfect house call. I'll set both units in a safe spot,

connect the kit, walk you through starting them, and make sure you feel confident

doing it yourself next time. Just call (330) 200-8042.
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Two engines means twice the fresh air
Running a pair doubles the good things — and it doubles one serious responsibility,

too.

With two generators going, you now have two engines burning fuel and two exhausts
giving off carbon monoxide. That invisible, odorless gas is the one real danger with any

generator, and a pair simply makes twice as much of it. So every safety rule you'd follow for

one unit, you follow for both — no shortcuts because they're small.

That means both units outside, never in a garage, basement, shed, or covered porch, even

with the door open. It means both at least 20 feet from the house, and both with the

exhaust aimed away from any door, window, or vent. Two units side by side still need room to

breathe and space from the walls.

There's a practical side to "twice" as well. Two units means two fuel tanks to keep filled, two
oil levels to check before you run, and two little engines to keep in good health. None of that

is hard, but it is double the small chores, and it's worth knowing before you commit to the

pair-of-units approach.

The next page is the full carbon-monoxide safety talk. It's the same for one generator or two,

but with a pair I want it burned into memory: fresh air, always, for both engines. Please read it

twice.

! The rule doubles, it never bends

Two engines make two engines' worth of carbon monoxide. Both units outside, both 20

feet out, both exhausts pointed away, and working CO alarms inside on every level. If

an alarm sounds or anyone feels dizzy or headachy, get everyone to fresh air first, then

call 911.
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If you live in town: city and suburb
Here in town — Kent, Ravenna, Streetsboro, Aurora — most folks are on city water

and city power, and that makes a pair of small units an especially tidy fit.

In a typical house in town, an outage means you want the refrigerator and freezer kept cold,

a few lights, the furnace blower or a fan, and your phones, internet, and TV so you're not

cut off. A single small inverter unit can cover the basics, and if you decide you want to run

more at once — add a window air conditioner in summer, say — you bring in the matching

twin instead of buying a whole new machine.

Because you're on city water, you don't have the well-pump worry that country folks do —

which means the honest "still only 120 volts" limit of paralleling rarely gets in your way. The

things a town house most wants in an outage are 120-volt things, and that's exactly what a

pair does well.

The quiet is a real gift in a close neighborhood. Two inverter units in eco mode are far kinder

to the folks next door than one big roaring generator. Set them in the driveway or back patio,

both 20 feet from windows — yours and theirs — with the exhaust aimed away from

everyone's bedrooms.

! Apartments and condos: think twice, then twice more

If you're in an apartment or condo, a pair of running generators is even less practical

than one — that's two engines' worth of exhaust, and there's rarely a spot 20 feet from

every window. Please never run them on a balcony, in a garage, or in a breezeway. A

quiet battery "power station" that charges indoors is usually the right tool there. I can

help you weigh it.
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If you're in the country on a well
Out in the townships — Atwater, Rootstown, Deerfield, Palmyra — many of my

customers are on a private well, and this is exactly where the "paralleling" idea

needs an honest word of caution.

When the power goes out on a well, so does your water — no faucets, no showers, no

flushing until the pump runs again. So the pump is usually the whole reason a country home

wants a generator. And here's the hard truth: paralleling two small units will not run it.

! The honest truth about well pumps

Most home well pumps run on 240 volts, and the small, quiet inverter generators most

folks picture put out only 120 volts — so they cannot run the pump at all. For a well you

need a larger inverter unit with a 120/240-volt outlet, sized to your pump, and a proper

way to connect it. Pairing two little units together does not fix this — two 120-volt units

still only make 120 volts. I'll help you get the right size, and bring in a licensed

electrician for the hookup.

So don't buy a second small unit hoping it'll finally start the pump — it can't, because two

120-volt units still make only 120 volts. For a well, the right answer is a single larger
generator with true 120/240-volt output, sized to your pump's horsepower and depth,

connected through a proper transfer switch by a licensed electrician. There's a whole guide in

this series just on generators for well pumps.

Where a pair of small units still earns its keep on a country property is everything else: the

refrigerator and freezer (a real blessing when you've put up a garden's worth of food), lights,

the furnace blower, phones and internet, and a space heater or fan. Some folks even keep a

pair for that and plan separately for the pump.

And a smart country habit no matter what you own: keep a few days of drinking water stored,

and fill a bathtub when a big storm is on the way so you can flush. A generator that can't start

the pump still can't make water.
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The safety talk: carbon monoxide
With a parallel pair you have two engines running, so this page matters twice over

— carbon monoxide is the one danger that never bends, and now there are two

exhausts making it.

Every generator that burns gasoline or propane makes carbon monoxide, or "CO" — a gas

you cannot see or smell. It is the one real danger with a generator, and it is completely

avoidable. More people are hurt by running a generator in the wrong place than by anything

else, so please read this page twice.

Outside only — no exceptions

Never run a generator indoors, and that includes the garage, the basement, a shed, a carport,

or a covered porch — even with the door up or a window open. CO pools and seeps into the

house. The only safe place is outdoors, in the open air.

At least 20 feet away, exhaust pointed away

Set the generator at least 20 feet from the house, and turn it so the exhaust blows away from

any door, window, or vent. Don't tuck it against the wall to hide it or keep it dry — give it room

to breathe and let the fumes drift off.

Alarms are your safety net

Put working carbon-monoxide alarms on every level of your home and near the bedrooms,

and use ones with a battery backup so they work when the power is out. Test them now,

before storm season, not during it.
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One for small jobs, two for big
The quiet superpower of owning a pair is choice: you decide, outage by outage,

whether you need one unit or two.

For a short, mild outage — the fridge, the Wi-Fi router, a lamp, and your phones charging — a

single unit is plenty. You start just one, leave its twin in the garage, and enjoy the quietest,

thriftiest setup there is. Why burn fuel in two engines when one will do?

When the outage stretches on, the weather turns brutal, or you want more of the house alive

at once, you bring in the second unit. Set it beside the first, connect the kit, start it, and

you've roughly doubled your power in a couple of minutes. When things ease off, you can go

back to one.

That flexibility is something a single big generator can't match. A large unit runs its whole

engine — and drinks fuel to match — whether you're powering the entire house or a single

lamp. A pair lets you dial your fuel use and your noise to the day's real needs.

It's handy beyond outages, too. Take one small unit tailgating or camping, where quiet and

light weight matter most, and keep both at home for storm season. One machine, two jobs —

or two machines, many jobs. That versatility is a big part of why the pair approach has so

many fans.

✔ Rotate which one you run

If you often run just one of the pair, alternate which unit you use from outage to outage

so both get exercised and age evenly. Two units that have both stayed in shape are

two units ready when you finally need them together.
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Two small units, or one big one?
This is the real decision, and neither answer is wrong. It comes down to what you

value. Here's the honest side-by-side.

A parallel pair One bigger unit

Carrying Two lighter units One heavy machine

Grow later Add a twin anytime Fixed at its size

Small jobs Run just one Runs whole, thirstier

240-volt loads No — 120V only Larger units can

Upkeep Two of everything Just the one

Up-front cost Buy in two steps Often less per watt

Lean toward a pair if you like starting small and growing, if lifting one heavy unit is a chore,

or if you love the idea of running just one generator on quiet days. It's the flexible,

grow-with-you choice.

Lean toward one bigger unit if you want the most watts for the least money and the least

fuss, if you'd rather maintain a single machine, or — most of all — if you need 240-volt power

for a well pump or central air, which a pair simply cannot provide. For that job, one larger

120/240-volt generator is the only real answer.

Plenty of good, sensible homes go each way. The diagram on the "At a Glance" pages lays

this choice out simply, and if you're on the fence, a ten-minute phone call usually settles it.
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Buying now to add one later
If you like the idea of starting with one unit and adding its twin down the road, a little

care at purchase time makes that easy later.

Buy a parallel-capable unit from the start. Even if you only need one today, choosing a

model that's built to parallel keeps the door open. If the unit you buy can't parallel, adding

power later means selling it and starting over.

Write down the exact model. Note the full model name and number and tuck it in a drawer

with the manual. When you go to buy the twin — maybe a year or two later — you'll want to

match it exactly, or pick one of the specific siblings the maker says can pair with it.

Don't wait too many years. Manufacturers update and retire models over time, so the exact

twin may get harder to find the longer you wait. If pairing is part of your plan, it's wise not to

leave a big gap — and to check that the matching unit and kit are still sold before you count

on them.

Budget for the kit. Remember the parallel kit is usually a separate purchase. You don't need

it until you own the second unit, but factor it into the plan so it's not a surprise.

★ Tell me your plan and I'll help you buy right

If "one now, one later" is your plan, let's make sure the first unit you buy can actually

parallel, and that the twin and kit will still be around. A five-minute check now saves a

costly mismatch later. Call me at (330) 200-8042.
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What a matched pair can actually run
Let's make "double the power" concrete, in the honest, hedged way — because

your exact results depend on your units and what you plug in.

A single small "suitcase" inverter is happiest with the essentials: a refrigerator, some lights,

phones and the internet, a TV, a CPAP. Add its twin and you roughly double that headroom,

which is often enough to run more of those at the same time — say the fridge and the

freezer and the furnace blower and the electronics together, rather than juggling them one at

a time.

That extra muscle also helps with start-up surges. The brief gulp of power when a

refrigerator or furnace fan kicks on can be more than a lone small unit likes; a pair has more

room to swallow that surge without straining. For a lot of folks, that's the practical reason to

add the second unit.

But the honest limits still apply. A pair is still 120-volt power, so it will not run a 240-volt well

pump, central air, or an electric range or dryer, no matter how the watts add up. And even a

pair has a ceiling — it's "more," not "unlimited," so you still pick your priorities rather than

trying to power the whole house at once.

The right way to know for sure is to make a short list of what you truly want running together,

and size to that. That's a job I'm glad to do with you, and there's a full sizing guide in this

series if you'd like to dig in.

✔ List it, don't guess it

Before you count on a pair for a particular set of appliances, jot down what you want to

run at once and roughly what each draws. It turns "I hope this is enough" into "I know

this is enough" — and it's a five-minute job we can do together.
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Common worries, gently put to rest
Folks hesitate over paralleling for a few reasons that turn out to be smaller than

they feared. Let's clear them up.

Q: Do I need to be handy to hook two units together?

Not at all. There's no wiring and no tools — you plug the maker's kit between the two units

and plug your cords into the kit. If you can run one generator, you can run a pair.

Q: Will running two at once hurt the generators?

No, as long as both are built to parallel and joined by the proper kit. The units are designed to

sync and share the load safely. The trouble only comes from forcing units that aren't made for

it.

Q: Can I pair two different brands or models?

As a rule, no. They generally need to be the same brand and very often the same model so

their electronics match. The manual lists exactly what can pair — never assume two

look-alikes will.

Q: Is two engines twice as dangerous?

It's twice the carbon monoxide, so it deserves twice the respect: both units outside, both 20

feet out, exhaust aimed away, CO alarms inside. Follow that and a pair is as safe as a single

unit.

Q: Wouldn't one big generator just be simpler?

Sometimes, yes — especially if you need 240 volts or hate maintaining two machines. A pair

wins on flexibility and easy lifting; a single unit wins on simplicity. It's a real choice.
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Being a good neighbor with two units
Two generators make more sound than one, so a little thoughtfulness keeps the

peace with the folks next door.

Safety comes first and it sets the placement: both units at least 20 feet from the house with

exhaust pointed away from doors, windows, and vents. Once that's settled, you can also aim

the noise — turn the units so their sound carries away from bedrooms and away from the

neighbors' windows, not toward them.

Run in eco mode whenever the load allows. That quiet, fuel-saving setting is one of the best

things about inverter units, and with two of them it makes a real difference to how much hum

drifts across the yard. Kick it off only for a big motor start, then let it settle back down.

Give the units a stable, level spot. A rattling generator on uneven ground is louder and

works harder. A bit of distance between the two units and a solid surface under each keeps

things calmer. Never set them on anything that could catch, and keep them out of the rain

under a proper vented cover made for running units, never inside an enclosure.

Mind the cords. With the pair set well away from the house, you'll be running longer

extension cords indoors — use heavy-duty outdoor-rated cords sized for the load, run them

so nobody trips, and don't pinch them in a door or window in a way that damages them.

✔ A quick word to the neighbors goes a long way

In a storm, everyone's a little on edge. A friendly heads-up that you'll be running a

generator or two — and that you've set them safely away from windows — turns a

possible annoyance into good will. Offer to charge a neighbor's phone and you're the

hero of the street.
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Keeping a matched pair ready
Two units are two little engines to look after. The chores are easy — they just come

in pairs now.

Exercise both. Once a month or so, start each unit and let it run for fifteen or twenty minutes

with something plugged in. A generator that sits untouched for a year is the one that won't

start during the storm — and with a pair, you want both ready, not just the one you reach for

most.

Keep both fueled and oiled. Check the oil in each before you run it, and change it on the

schedule in the manual, just like a lawn mower. Keep fresh, stabilized fuel — or run them on

propane if they're dual-fuel — so stale gas never gums up either carburetor. Two tanks, two

dipsticks, same simple habits.

Keep them true twins. Do the same maintenance on both so they stay evenly matched and

keep syncing nicely. If one ever needs a repair, tend to it so the pair stays a pair — a healthy

unit and a neglected one don't make the best team.

Store the kit where you'll find it. The parallel kit is small and easy to lose. Keep it right with

the units — a hook on the wall, a labeled bin, even taped to a handle — so it's never a frantic

search when the power's already out.

✔ Put both on the same calendar reminder

Pick an easy day — the first Saturday of the month works — to run both units for fifteen

minutes and eyeball the oil. Tie it to something you already do, and keeping a pair

ready becomes no harder than keeping one.
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How I can help
Deciding between a pair of small units and one bigger generator — and getting a

parallel setup working safely — is exactly the kind of friendly, no-pressure help I

offer folks around Portage County.

I'm Bill, and I run Bill's Home Tech right here in Portage County. I'm a tech-help person, not a

power company and not a pushy salesman — I help folks pick the right gear, set it up, and

feel confident using it. With generators, that means helping you choose a unit that fits your

home and your budget, showing you how to run it safely, and getting your internet, TV, and

devices happily back on once the power's flowing.

If your real goal is a 240-volt well pump or central air, that takes a single larger 120/240-volt

unit wired in through a transfer switch — and since I'm not a licensed electrician, I'll bring one

in for the hookup and handle the rest, so you have one friendly point of contact for the whole

project.

Three easy ways to get help

• An in-home visit — a flat $99 first visit. I come to you, here in Portage County, and every

visit is 30-day come-back-free.

• Remote help — a flat $49 screen-share, up to two hours, for the things I can sort out

without coming over (it's free for Support Plan members).

• A Support Plan — $39 a month for folks who'd like me on call all year.
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Your parallel-pair readiness checklist
Tear this out and tape it inside a cabinet door. When the wind picks up, you'll be

glad it's there.

❑ Both units are parallel-capable and the same compatible model.

❑ You own the maker's matching parallel kit — and know where it is.

❑ Both units are fueled (fresh, stabilized gas, or full propane).

❑ Oil checked and topped to the mark on both units.

❑ A safe outdoor spot picked for both — each 20 feet out, exhaust aimed away.

❑ Heavy-duty outdoor extension cords on hand, sized for the load.

❑ Working carbon-monoxide alarms inside on every level, batteries fresh.

❑ You've started both units in the last month, so you know they run.

Eight check marks, two ready units, and one honest expectation — plenty of clean 120-volt

power, but not 240. That's a very comfortable place to ride out an outage.
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The short version
If you remember nothing else from this guide, remember these:

• Paralleling joins two parallel-capable units with the maker's kit so they share one load —

roughly the two added together, minus a little overhead.

• Folks do it to start small and grow later, to carry two lighter units instead of one heavy one,

and to run just one for small jobs.

• The honest catch: two 120-volt units still make 120 volts, not 240 — so a pair cannot run a

well pump or central air. For that, size one larger 120/240-volt unit.

• Two engines mean twice the carbon monoxide: both units outside, both 20 feet out,

exhaust away, CO alarms inside. This rule never bends.

• When you want the most watts with the least fuss, one bigger unit is often simpler — and

I'm a phone call away to help you choose.
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help — I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right — or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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