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★ Read this first — you really can't break anything

Before we start, a promise: you cannot break anything just by reading, looking, or

trying a setting. Screens, keyboards, and cables are made to be plugged and

unplugged, and almost anything you change can be changed right back. Go at your

own pace, skip to the page you need, and if you ever feel stuck, that is exactly what I

am here for — there is no such thing as a silly question. With two computers on one

desk, the goal is simple: one keyboard, one mouse, and one screen you flip between

them — so your desk stays clear and your hands stay put.

One keyboard and mouse for two computers
Lots of folks end up with two computers on one desk — a work laptop and a home

computer, say. You don't need two keyboards, two mice, and two screens cluttering

the desk. This guide shows you the simple ways to share one set between both.

I'm Bill, and I run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. I've spent 30+ years helping

folks get comfortable with the gear in their homes, patiently and in plain language. Think of

this as me sitting at your kitchen table, sorting it out with you one step at a time.

There are three friendly approaches, and we'll walk through each in plain words — a little box

you press, a keyboard that switches itself, and a bit of free software. None is hard, and you

can't harm either computer by trying.

★ Two computers, one tidy desk

The clutter of a second keyboard and mouse is exactly the sort of thing I help folks

clear up. If you'd like a second opinion before you buy anything, call or text me at (330)

200-8042 — free, and with nothing to sell you.
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The whole guide, on one page
If you remember only these things, you're already most of the way to one tidy set of

controls for two computers.

❑ You can share one keyboard, mouse, and screen between two computers — no need for

two of everything.

❑ A KVM switch is a small box you plug both computers into; press its button to flip the

screen, keyboard, and mouse between them.

❑ An easy-switch keyboard and mouse pair to two or three devices at once and hop

between them at the press of a button — no extra box.

❑ Free or low-cost software can let one keyboard and mouse glide between computers that

are on the same home network — each keeps its own screen.

❑ The trade-offs are about screens: a KVM shares one screen; easy-switch and software

usually keep each computer on its own screen.

❑ A work computer may have rules about what you can connect — check with your

employer's tech support if it's a work machine.

✔ One idea to hold onto

Pick by how you want your screens: one shared screen points to a KVM; keeping each

computer's own screen points to an easy-switch set or software.
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Why share one set of controls?
Let's start with the problem, because the solution makes more sense once we

name it.

When a second computer lands on the desk, the natural thing is to give it its own keyboard,

mouse, and screen. Soon the desk is a tangle — two of everything, and you're sliding one

keyboard aside to reach the other. It's cluttered and it's tiring on the hands and shoulders.

The fix is to share. You keep one good keyboard and one good mouse parked where your

hands like them, and you flip their attention from one computer to the other as you please.

Depending on the method, you either share one screen too, or let each computer keep its

own.

Three methods do this, and the rest of the guide is really just choosing among them: a KVM
switch (a box), an easy-switch keyboard and mouse, and software that shares across a

network. Let's take them one at a time.

✔ KVM is just three letters for three things

The name KVM stands for keyboard, video, and mouse — the three things it switches

at once. 'Video' simply means the screen. Don't let the initials put you off; the idea is

plain.
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A KVM switch: one box, one button
This is the most complete answer — it shares the screen too — and it's wonderfully

simple to use once it's set up.

A KVM switch is a small box that sits on your desk. You plug your keyboard, your mouse, and

your screen into the box, and you plug both computers into the box as well. Then, with a press

of a button on the box (or sometimes a tap on the keyboard), everything — the screen, the

keyboard, and the mouse — flips from one computer to the other.

The beauty of it is that you use just one screen for both computers. Press the button and the

screen shows your work laptop; press it again and the same screen shows your home

computer, with your one keyboard and mouse following along. It's the tidiest answer when

desk space is tight.

• Shares the screen too — one monitor serves both computers.

• A physical button to switch, which many folks find reassuringly simple.

• No software to install on either computer, as a rule.

• The most wiring — both computers and all your gear plug into the box.

! Match the KVM to your screen's connection

A KVM has to carry your screen's picture, so it must match how your screen connects

— HDMI, DisplayPort, or USB-C — and be able to handle a sharp screen if you have

one. Buy the wrong type and the picture won't look right. Check your screen's

connection first, or let me check it with you.
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Easy-switch keyboards and mice
This is the simplest answer of all when each computer already has its own screen

— no box, no software.

Some wireless keyboards and mice can pair with two or three computers at the same time

and switch between them at the press of a button, usually marked with little numbers — 1, 2,

3. Press 1 and the keyboard controls your work laptop; press 2 and the very same keyboard

now types on your home computer. The mouse does the same.

There's no extra box and nothing to install. The catch is that each computer keeps its own

screen — the keyboard switches, but you look at whichever screen belongs to the computer

you're controlling. For a desk with two screens already, that's often exactly what you want.

• No box, no software — the switching is built into the keyboard and mouse.

• A button marked 1, 2, 3 to hop between computers.

• Each computer keeps its own screen — you glance over as you switch.

• Tidy and portable — just the keyboard and mouse you already wanted.

✔ Great if you have two screens already

If your work laptop and home computer each have their own screen on the desk, an

easy-switch keyboard and mouse may be all you need — the cheapest and simplest

path. We cover choosing comfortable ones in the keyboard and mouse guides.
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Software that shares across a network
This clever option lets one keyboard and mouse glide between computers as if they

were one big desk — no extra hardware at all.

If both computers are on the same home network, a small program installed on each can let a

single keyboard and mouse move between them. You slide the mouse off the edge of one

computer's screen and it appears on the other, with the keyboard following wherever the

mouse went. Many such programs let you even copy text on one computer and paste it on the

other.

It feels almost magical, and it keeps each computer on its own screen, side by side. The trade

is that it relies on a bit of software and a working network, so it's a touch less bulletproof than

a plain box — if the network hiccups, the sharing can pause. It's a fine choice for the

comfortable-with-computers crowd.

✔ Best when both screens sit side by side

Software sharing shines when your two computers' screens are next to each other, so

sliding the mouse 'across' feels natural. If one screen is behind you or across the room,

a KVM or easy-switch button is the saner choice.
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The three ways, side by side
Here's the honest comparison, so you can see at a glance which fits your desk.

• KVM switch: Shares one screen, keyboard, and mouse. A button flips everything. Most

wiring; no software; very dependable.

• Easy-switch keyboard and mouse: Each computer keeps its own screen. A button on

the keyboard switches. No box, no software; the simplest.

• Software sharing: Each computer keeps its own screen; the mouse glides between them.

No hardware; needs a program and a network; the cleverest but least bulletproof.

Notice the real dividing line is the screen. If you want both computers on one screen, that's a

KVM. If each computer has its own screen and you just want to share the typing and pointing,

that's easy-switch or software.

✔ Start with the screen question

Ask yourself first: do I want one shared screen, or is each computer fine on its own

screen? That single answer sends you down the right path and saves a lot of

second-guessing.
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Do you want to share the screen too?
This is the question that decides the most, so let's give it its own page.

If your desk only has room for one screen, or you'd simply rather look at one, a KVM is your

friend — it brings whichever computer you want onto that single screen. One screen, one

keyboard, one mouse, one button. Tidy and clear.

If you already have (or want) a screen for each computer, there's no need to share the screen

at all — only the keyboard and mouse. That's where easy-switch and software shine, and

they're usually cheaper and simpler than a KVM because they don't have to carry the picture.

If you're thinking about two screens in general — arranging them, picking a main one — that's

its own topic, covered in the two-monitor guide. And if one of your computers is a laptop you'd

like to run like a desktop, see the laptop-as-a-desktop guide.

✔ One screen can feel roomier than two

Two screens aren't automatically better. For a lot of folks, one good screen shared by a

KVM is calmer and clearer than two screens to keep track of. Choose what feels

restful, not just what sounds impressive.
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Two ways people come to this
The two-computer problem shows up two ways: someone sorting out their own

desk, and an adult child helping a parent who's suddenly juggling a work laptop and

a home computer. The methods are the same; the worries differ.

If you're setting this up for yourself

You know whether your desk has room for one screen or two, and how fussy you want the

switching to be. Build around that.

• Decide first: one shared screen (a KVM) or each computer on its own screen (easy-switch

or software).

• If you like a physical button and no software, lean KVM or easy-switch.

• If a work computer is involved, check what your employer allows you to connect.

• Keep comfortable keys and a comfortable mouse — the shared set is the one your hands

live on.

If you're setting it up for a parent or loved one

You want a parent to stop struggling with two keyboards crowding the desk, with a switch

that's obvious and hard to get wrong. Aim for 'press one button' over clever.

• An easy-switch keyboard and mouse, or a KVM with a clear button, is simplest for

someone who doesn't want to fuss with software.

• Label the button or the numbers so it's obvious which is 'work' and which is 'home.'

• Avoid network software for a parent unless they're comfortable with computers — a

physical button never gets confused.

• Set it up and watch them switch once or twice before you leave.

★ Helping a parent juggle two computers?

This comes up more and more as folks keep a work laptop alongside the home

computer. Tell me what the two computers are and whether there's room for one

screen or two, and I'll help you pick the simplest switch and set it up. Call (330)

200-8042.
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The work-laptop-and-home-computer case
This is the most common reason folks need a switch, so let's speak to it directly.

Many people now keep a work laptop on the same desk as their own home computer. You

want one comfortable keyboard and mouse for both, and maybe one screen. All three

methods handle this well — but a work laptop brings one extra thing to think about: its rules.

Work computers are often managed by an employer's tech department, and some have rules

about what you may plug in or install. A KVM or an easy-switch keyboard is usually no trouble

because it just looks like an ordinary keyboard and mouse. Software that shares across the

network is more likely to run into a work policy, since it installs a program and uses the

network.

! Check before you connect a work computer

If one computer belongs to your employer, a quick word with their tech support saves

grief. Ask whether you may use a KVM switch or install sharing software. Most

hardware switches are fine; network software is the one most likely to be blocked.

Better to ask than to trip a rule.
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Wired or wireless — a quick word
The switching methods come in wired and wireless flavors. The trade is the familiar

one.

A KVM switch is usually wired — cables run from both computers and your gear into the box

— which is a bit more cabling but rock-solid and never needs charging. Some KVMs let you

use wireless keyboards and mice through them; others prefer wired ones. It's worth checking

before you buy.

An easy-switch keyboard and mouse are typically wireless, connecting by Bluetooth or a tiny

plug-in receiver. That keeps the desk clear but means a battery to keep charged. We explain

Bluetooth and receivers in plain terms in the wireless keyboard and mouse guide; the same

ideas apply here.

✔ Fewer moving parts, fewer surprises

If you want the most dependable setup and don't mind a few cables, wired wins. If a

clear desk matters more and you'll keep a battery charged, wireless is lovely. Neither is

wrong.
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Setting up a KVM switch
It looks like a lot of cables at first, but it goes in a calm order and you can't harm

anything.

Place the box where you can reach its button. Plug your screen, your keyboard, and your

mouse into the box's single set of sockets. Then run a cable from each computer into the box

— usually one for the picture and one that carries the keyboard and mouse. Power on, press

the button, and the screen should show the first computer.

Press the button again to flip to the second computer. If the picture doesn't appear, the usual

culprit is a screen-cable type that doesn't match your screen — not anything you did wrong.

That's the one thing worth checking before you buy.

★ I'll untangle the cables with you

A KVM's web of cables is exactly the kind of thing that's quick for me and fiddly alone.

I'm glad to set one up on a visit, or talk you through it right on your screen for $49. We'll

get both computers flipping cleanly. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Setting up an easy-switch keyboard and mouse
This is the gentlest setup of the three — a one-time pairing and then a button for

the rest of its life.

An easy-switch keyboard and mouse have two or three channels, marked with numbers. You

pair channel 1 to your first computer (hold the 1 button until it's ready, then find the keyboard

on that computer), then pair channel 2 to your second computer the same way. After that,

pressing 1 or 2 switches between them instantly.

Once it's paired, there's nothing to maintain but the battery. Press the number for the

computer you want and start typing. It's the setup I most often suggest for folks who'd rather

not think about it again.

✔ Pair it once, label the numbers

After pairing, a tiny label — '1 = work, 2 = home' — on or near the keyboard makes it

foolproof. You'll never have to remember which number is which.
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Moving a file or some text between the two
A common follow-up question: can I move things between the two computers, not

just control them? Here's the honest answer.

A KVM or an easy-switch keyboard shares your controls, not your files — the two computers

stay separate, as if they were in different rooms. To move a file between them you'd use the

ordinary ways: a shared folder on your network, an email to yourself, or a USB stick carried

from one to the other.

Software sharing is the exception: many of those programs let you copy text on one computer

and paste it on the other, and some let you drag a file across. If moving things back and forth

all day is your real need, that may tip you toward the software method — subject to any work

rules, as we noted.

✔ Keep work and home separate on purpose

If one computer is for work, keeping files from mixing is often a feature, not a bother. A

plain KVM or easy-switch keyboard keeps a clean line between the two — which many

employers actually prefer.
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A simple shopping checklist
Bring this along when you shop. Check each box before you buy.

❑ I've decided: one shared screen (KVM), or each computer on its own screen (easy-switch

or software).

❑ If a KVM, it matches my screen's connection (HDMI, DisplayPort, or USB-C) and can

handle a sharp screen.

❑ If easy-switch, it pairs to the number of computers I have (two or three).

❑ I know whether it's wired or wireless, and I'm happy with that trade.

❑ If a work computer is involved, I've checked what my employer allows.

❑ The keyboard and mouse themselves are comfortable for my hands.

❑ I can return it if the picture or the switching isn't right.

✔ Photograph your screen's socket

Before buying a KVM, snap a photo of the cable that runs into your screen and text it to

me. Matching the screen's connection is the one spot folks get wrong, and a photo

settles it.
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Common mistakes people make
A few avoidable slip-ups cause most of the trouble. Now you'll know them in

advance.

• Buying a KVM that doesn't match the screen's connection, so the picture won't show

or looks wrong.

• Expecting a KVM to move files between the computers — it shares controls, not files.

• Installing sharing software on a work computer without checking the employer's rules

first.

• Choosing software sharing for a parent who'd be far happier with a plain button.

• Forgetting the keyboard and mouse themselves need to be comfortable — they're the

ones your hands live on.

! The one that wastes the most money

A KVM must carry your screen's picture, so a mismatched one — wrong connection, or

not up to a sharp screen — is the costliest mistake. Check your screen's cable before

you buy, and that whole headache disappears.
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Keeping it simple
With three methods on the table, it's easy to overthink this. Here's how to keep it

easy.

If your desk has room for only one screen, get a KVM and be done — one button, both

computers, one tidy screen. If each computer already has its own screen, an easy-switch

keyboard and mouse is usually all you need, and it's the least fuss of anything here.

Save the software method for when you're comfortable with computers and really want the

mouse to glide between two side-by-side screens, and when no work rule stands in the way.

For most folks, one of the two button-based methods is the happier, simpler answer.

✔ The simplest thing that solves your problem wins

There's no prize for the fanciest setup. The best switch is the one you forget about

because it just works every time you press the button.
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Keeping it working over time
A few easy habits keep a shared setup reliable for years.

• Charge wireless gear on a set day so a flat battery never catches you mid-task.

• Keep the KVM's button within easy reach — if it's buried, you won't enjoy using it.

• Re-pair an easy-switch channel if a computer stops responding after an update; it's a

quick hold-the-button fix.

• Leave the labels on — 'work' and 'home' on the button or the numbers save confusion

down the road.

If the switching ever acts up, the first thing to check is usually a cable that's worked loose or a

battery that's run low — rarely anything serious.

✔ A spot for the switch and its cables

Give the KVM box a settled home on the desk where its button is handy and its cables

aren't yanked. A tidy switch is a reliable switch.
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Spending wisely, not the most
You do not need the priciest switch to tidy up two computers. Here's where your

money actually helps.

The right method matters more than the price. An easy-switch keyboard and mouse can be

the cheapest answer when each computer has its own screen, and software sharing can cost

little or nothing at all. A KVM costs more because it also carries the screen's picture — that's

the feature you're paying for.

If you do buy a KVM, the thing worth spending on is one that properly matches your screen's

connection and handles a sharp screen, so the picture stays crisp. Skimping there is the false

economy. Elsewhere, comfort of the keyboard and mouse is where your money does the

most good.

★ I don't sell any of this — so it's just advice

I earn no commission on anything, so my only interest is your tidy, trouble-free desk.

Tell me about your two computers and I'll help you spend where it counts. Call (330)

200-8042.
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Questions to ask before you buy
Whether you're talking to a salesperson or to me, these questions get you to the

right switch.

Q: Do I want one shared screen, or a screen for each computer?

This is the first question. One shared screen points to a KVM; a screen for each points to an

easy-switch keyboard and mouse, or to software sharing.

Q: Will a KVM match my screen's connection?

It must carry your screen's picture, so match HDMI, DisplayPort, or USB-C, and make sure it

handles a sharp screen if you have one. Bring a photo of your screen's cable.

Q: Is one of these computers a work machine with rules?

If so, ask your employer's tech support what you may connect or install. Hardware switches

are usually fine; network sharing software is the most likely to be blocked.

Q: Wired or wireless — and can I return it?

Wired is most dependable and never charges; wireless keeps the desk clear but needs a

battery. Either way, make sure you can bring it back if the switching isn't right.

✔ There's no silly question

If a salesperson buries you in initials and port names, slow down and ask for plain

words. A clear answer to a plain question is the least you should expect.
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Common Questions
The questions I hear most from folks sharing one set of controls between two

computers, answered plainly.

Q: What exactly is a KVM switch?

A small box you plug both computers into, along with your screen, keyboard, and mouse.

Press its button and all three flip from one computer to the other. KVM just stands for

keyboard, video (the screen), and mouse.

Q: Can I share my keyboard without buying a box?

Yes — an easy-switch keyboard and mouse pair to two or three computers and switch with a

button, no box needed. Each computer keeps its own screen. Software can do it too, over

your network.

Q: Can I move files between the two computers this way?

A KVM or easy-switch keyboard shares your controls, not your files. To move a file, use a

shared folder, email, or a USB stick. Some sharing software can copy and paste between

them.

Q: One of my computers is for work. Is a switch allowed?

A hardware switch — a KVM or easy-switch keyboard — is usually fine, since it looks like an

ordinary keyboard. Sharing software is more likely to run into a work rule. Ask your employer's

tech support to be sure.

★ Still weighing it up?

Tidying up two computers on one desk is a satisfying little project, and I'm glad to help

you pick the simplest switch for your setup. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042 — with

nothing to sell you.
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You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

I hope this guide made sharing one keyboard between two computers feel a little less

daunting and a lot more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back

to a page whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what I do. I come to your home, work at your

pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the

parts that don't need me on-site I can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit

comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. For anything that calls for licensed electrical

work, I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

★ Bill's Home Tech — real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all

of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever

not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help -- I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
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