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[J Read this first — you really can't break anything

Before we start, a promise: you cannot break anything just by reading, looking, or
trying a setting. Screens, keyboards, and cables are made to be plugged and
unplugged, and almost anything you change can be changed right back. Go at your
own pace, skip to the page you need, and if you ever feel stuck, that is exactly what |
am here for — there is no such thing as a silly question. With a keyboard, the goal here
is simple: letters you can find and read without leaning in or squinting. Everything in
this guide serves that one goal — seeing the keys.

Let's make the keys easy to see again

If you find yourself bending close to the keyboard, hunting for the right letter, or
giving up in a dim room, the keyboard itself may be the problem — not your eyes
and not you. This guide helps you pick one with letters you can actually see.

I'm Bill, and I run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. For 30-plus years I've
helped folks get comfortable with the gear in their homes, patiently and in plain words. Think
of this as me at your kitchen table, sorting through the choices with you, one at a time.

There are three simple ideas that make keys easier to see: bigger letters, bolder contrast
between the letter and its key, and a light behind the keys for dim rooms. You don't need all
three — just the ones that fit your eyes and your room. We'll walk through each.

[0 The cheapest fix often comes first

Before you spend a cent on a new keyboard, there's a dollar-store-simple trick —
stick-on large-print labels — that may be all you need. We'll cover it early. If you'd like a
second opinion first, call or text me at (330) 200-8042 and I'll talk it through, free and
with nothing to sell you.

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 2 of 29

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



THE 60-SECOND VERSION BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042

The whole guide, on one page

If you remember only these things, you're already most of the way to a keyboard
whose letters you can see with ease.

0 Three things make keys easier to see: larger letters, high contrast, and a backlight for dim
rooms. Pick the ones that fit your eyes.

0 Try stick-on large-print labels first — they cost very little and turn the keyboard you
already own into a large-print one.

0 High-contrast usually means bold light letters on dark keys — white-on-black or
yellow-on-black — which many older eyes read best.

0 A backlit keyboard lights the letters from behind, a real help in a dim room or in the
evening.

0 Wired or wireless is a separate question about the cord, not about seeing the keys — see
our wireless keyboard and mouse guide for that.

0 Almost any keyboard can be returned if it doesn't suit you, so it's fine to try one and see
how it feels.

[J One idea to hold onto
Seeing the keys comes down to size and contrast, with a backlight for dark rooms.
Match those to your eyes and your lighting, and hunting for letters stops being a chore.
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Why the keys got hard to read

It usually isn't you. Most ordinary keyboards are built to look sleek, not to be easy
on older eyes.

A lot of keyboards come with small, thin gray letters on light-gray keys. That looks tidy on a
store shelf, but it gives your eyes almost nothing to grab onto — the letter and the key are
nearly the same shade. Add a dim room or a bit of glare, and the letters all but vanish.

As eyes age, two things change: fine detail gets harder to make out, and we need more
contrast between a letter and its background to read it comfortably. A small, faint letter asks a
lot of both. The fix isn't to strain harder — it's to give your eyes bigger, bolder letters to read.

0 It's the keyboard, not your eyes
If you can read a book or your phone but still fumble for keys, that tells you the
keyboard's letters are the weak link. A keyboard built for seeing fixes that in one go.
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The three ways to make keys easier to see

Nearly every keyboard made for easier seeing uses one or more of these three
ideas. Knowing them makes shopping simple.

« Large print: the letters themselves are printed much bigger, so they're easy to pick out at
a glance.

« High contrast: bold light letters on dark keys (white-on-black or yellow-on-black), so each
letter jumps off its key.

« Backlit: a light shines up through the letters, so they glow in a dim room or in the evening.

Many keyboards combine two of these — for example, large yellow letters on black keys, or
big white letters that are also backlit. You don't have to choose just one idea; you choose the
mix that suits your eyes and your room.

0 Start with your two questions
Ask yourself: are the letters too small, too faint, or both? And is my room often dim?
Your answers point straight at which of the three — or which combination — you want.
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Large-print keyboards

The simplest idea of all: print the letters big. For many folks, this alone solves the
problem.

On a large-print keyboard, each letter and number is printed far bigger than usual — often
filling most of the key. There's nothing to learn and nothing to set up; the keys are just plain
easier to find. The keyboard works exactly like any other, so nothing about your computer
changes.

Large print pairs beautifully with high contrast. A big letter in a bold color on a dark key is
about as easy to see as a keyboard gets. If your main trouble is that the letters feel tiny, this is
the first family to look at.

[ Big letters help touch-typists too

Even if you don't look at the keys much, a glance now and then for the number row or a
punctuation mark is easier when the letters are large. There's no downside to roomy,
readable print.
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High-contrast keys: the color that counts

Contrast is the difference in brightness between a letter and the key it sits on. More
contrast means an easier read — often more than size alone.

The most readable combinations put a bold, light letter on a dark key. White letters on black
keys are crisp and classic. Yellow letters on black are a favorite for many older eyes — the
warm yellow stands out strongly without the harsh glare pure white can have. Both are far
easier than the faint gray-on-gray that comes on ordinary keyboards.

If you have to pick between bigger letters and bolder contrast, try contrast first. A medium
letter in a bold color on a dark key is often easier to read than a large faint one. Best of all, of
course, is to have both.

[0 White-on-black or yellow-on-black?

There's no wrong answer — it's whichever your eyes prefer. If bright white ever feels
glary to you, the softer yellow-on-black is well worth trying. If you can, look at both
before deciding.
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Backlit keyboards for dim rooms

If your trouble with the keys is worst in the evening or in a poorly lit corner, a
backlight may be exactly what you need.

A backlit keyboard has a small light behind the keys that shines up through the letters, so they
glow softly and stay readable even when the room is dark. For folks who use the computer at
night, or whose desk sits away from a good lamp, this can make a world of difference.

Most backlit keyboards let you turn the light up, down, or off, and some dim it on their own
when the room is bright. Look for one whose brightness you can adjust easily, and ideally pair
the backlight with large or high-contrast letters so the keys are readable with the light on or
off.

[0 A good lamp is the free version

Before buying for the backlight alone, try moving a lamp so it lights the keyboard
without glaring on your screen. Good desk lighting helps your eyes everywhere, not
just at the keys — and it costs nothing if you already have the lamp.
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The cheap try-first trick: stick-on labels

Before you buy any new keyboard, there's an inexpensive fix that often does the
whole job: large-print key stickers.

These are small, pre-printed labels — big bold letters, usually in a high-contrast color like
white or yellow on black — that you peel and press onto the keys you already have. In a few
minutes, an ordinary keyboard becomes a large-print, high-contrast one, for a fraction of the
cost of a new keyboard.

They're a wonderful way to find out whether large print and bold contrast are what you've
been missing. If they solve it, you may never need a new keyboard. If you love them but the
stickers wear or peel over time, that tells you a purpose-built keyboard is worth it.

« Clean the keys first with a dry cloth so the labels stick well.
« Line each one up over the existing letter and press firmly.
« Do afew keys at a time so you don't lose your place.

+ Peel one off to test before you commit, if you're unsure of the color — they come off a lot
more easily than a whole new keyboard goes back to the store.
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Labels or a whole new keyboard?

Both are good answers. Which one is right depends on how much the keys trouble
you and whether you also want a backlight.

Stick-on labels are the thrifty, try-first choice: cheap, quick, and they keep the keyboard you
already like. Their limits are that they can wear or peel over time, they don't add a backlight,
and on some keyboards a thick label can feel slightly raised under the finger.

A purpose-built large-print or high-contrast keyboard has the letters printed or molded in, so
they never wear off, and it can bundle in a backlight and other comforts. It costs more than a
sheet of labels, but it's made for the job from the ground up.

[0 A sensible order to try
Start with labels. If they fix it and stay put, you're done cheaply. If you love the idea but
want it permanent, or you also need a backlight for a dim room, step up to a keyboard

built for seeing.
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Two ways people come to this

A keyboard you can see gets chosen two ways: by the person squinting at the
keys, and by an adult child picking one out for a parent. The need is the same; the
worries are different.

If you're setting this up for yourself

You know when you're hunting for a letter and when a room is too dim to type in. Trust that.
Your job is to match the keyboard to your own eyes and your own desk lamp.

« Decide whether your trouble is small letters, faint letters, or a dark room — that points to
large print, high contrast, or a backlight.

« Try a sheet of stick-on labels first; it's the cheapest way to find out what helps.
« If white print ever looks glary to you, try yellow-on-black instead.
+ Pick one you can return, and give it a few real days before you judge.

If you're setting it up for a parent or loved one

You want Mom or Dad to stop fumbling for keys, and you may be choosing from a distance.
Aim for 'bold and obvious' over 'sleek," and lean toward the most readable contrast even if it
isn't the prettiest.

« Choose high contrast generously — bigger and bolder than you'd pick for yourself; older
eyes need more contrast.

« Consider a backlit model if their desk is in a dim spot or they type in the evening.

« Stick-on labels are an easy, low-cost thing to mail or bring on a visit if a new keyboard feels
like too much change.

« Keep the keyboard layout familiar — change the letters' look, not where the keys live.

[0 Setting one up for a parent far away?

This is a common call | get from adult kids. Tell me how your parent struggles with the
keys — small, faint, or a dark room — and I'll help you choose between labels and a
keyboard built for seeing, and get it working comfortably. Call (330) 200-8042.
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A simple shopping checklist

Keep this open while you shop, in a store or online. Check each box before you
buy.

0 The letters are large enough for me to read at a glance.

0 The letters stand out boldly from the keys (high contrast).

0 If my room is often dim, it's backlit with a brightness | can adjust.

0 The key layout is a familiar, standard one — only the look changes.

O It connects to my computer the way | want (wired, or wireless — see the wireless guide).

0 It can be returned if the letters don't suit my eyes.

(0 Judge it by the hardest key, not the easiest
When you look at a keyboard online or in the store, find the trickiest letters for your

eyes — often the number row or punctuation. If those are easy to read, the rest will be
too.
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Wired or wireless? A quick word

This is a separate question from seeing the keys, but it comes up often, so here's
the short version.

Whether a keyboard has a cord or connects without one has nothing to do with how readable
its letters are — you'll find large-print, high-contrast, and backlit models in both kinds. Choose
the look that suits your eyes first, then decide about the cord.

A wired keyboard plugs in and simply works, with no batteries to think about. A wireless one
clears the cord off your desk but needs batteries or charging and a quick one-time pairing.
One note for backlit wireless keyboards: the light uses extra power, so you may be charging
or changing batteries a bit more often.

[0 We have a whole guide on the cord question

If wired-versus-wireless is really your question, our wireless keyboard and mouse
guide walks through pairing, batteries, and tiny USB receivers in plain steps. This guide
stays on seeing the keys.
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Free help your computer already offers

A readable keyboard is half the picture. Your computer has a few built-in helps that
cost nothing and work alongside it.

+ On-screen keyboard: both Windows and Mac can show a keyboard right on the screen,
where you can enlarge the whole display and tap keys with the mouse — handy as a
backup or for a tricky key.

« Bigger text everywhere: turning up the computer's text size (scaling) makes what you
type easier to read, which eases the whole job of typing.

« A simple desk lamp: good light aimed at the keyboard, not the screen, is the oldest and
cheapest fix of all.

None of this replaces a keyboard you can see, but together they take the strain off. We go
deeper into enlarging the screen in the guide on resolution and scaling.

[0 Let the computer and the keyboard work as a team
The most comfortable setups usually combine a readable keyboard, a good lamp, and
larger text on screen. Each one helps; together they add up to real ease.
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Keeping the letters readable over time

A few easy habits keep a readable keyboard readable for years, not just the first
month.

« Wipe it gently now and then with a dry or barely damp soft cloth; grime dulls even bold
letters over time.

+ Keep food and drink away from the keys — a spill is the quickest way to lose a keyboard.
+ Press stickers back down at the first sign of a lifting edge, if you went the label route.

+ Revisit the backlight as the seasons change; a setting that suits a bright summer room
may want turning up on a dark winter evening.

I Mind the cleaning sprays
Harsh household sprays and alcohol wipes can fade printed letters and loosen stick-on

labels. A barely damp cloth is safer. Spray any cleaner onto the cloth, never straight
onto the keys, so nothing runs down inside.

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 15 of 29

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



TRYING BEFORE YOU COMMIT BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042

How to try one without regret

A keyboard is one of the easier things to test at home. A little planning makes it
risk-free.

Keep the packaging until you're sure, and note the store's return window. Plug the keyboard
in, then spend a few real days writing emails and notes on it — not just thirty seconds in the
store. Pay attention to how easily your eyes find the keys in your own light, morning and
evening.

Give yourself a day or two to get used to any new feel under your fingers. The letters' look
should feel better right away; the typing feel may take a short spell to settle. If the letters are
still hard to find after a fair try, that one's not for you — send it back and try another.

[0 Not sure which to try first?

If you'd rather not guess, that's what I'm here for. Tell me how the keys give you trouble
and I'll help you pick labels or a keyboard to try, often right on your screen for $49
without my coming over. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Spending wisely, not the most

You do not need a fancy keyboard to see the keys well. Here's where your money
actually helps.

A sheet of stick-on labels is the least you can spend, and for many folks it's all that's needed.
A purpose-built large-print or high-contrast keyboard costs more but lasts, because the letters
can't wear off. A backlight adds a little to the price and earns its keep only if your room is often
dim.

Spend first on the thing that fixes your actual trouble — bold, readable letters — and add a
backlight only if you genuinely type in the dark. The extra flourishes you'll see advertised
rarely make the letters any easier to read.

0 I don't sell keyboards — so this is just advice

| earn no commission on anything, so my only interest is that you can see the keys. Tell
me your budget and how your eyes do, and I'll help you spend it where it counts. Call
(330) 200-8042.
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Common mistakes people make

A few avoidable slip-ups account for most keyboard regret. Now you'll know them
in advance.

« Buying for size and ignoring contrast, then finding big faint letters are still hard to read.

« Skipping the cheap labels and buying a new keyboard before learning whether large
print was even the answer.

+ Choosing a glary bright-white when softer yellow-on-black would have been kinder to
the eyes.

« Paying for a backlight in a well-lit room where a lamp already does the job.

« Picking an odd key layout so the letters look good but the keys sit in unfamiliar places.

I Don't change the layout to fix the letters

Some novelty keyboards move keys around or drop the number pad to look modern. If
you've typed for years, keep the familiar layout and change only how the letters look —
or you'll trade one struggle for another.
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Good combinations for common troubles

Here's how I'd pair the three ideas to match the trouble folks most often describe to
me.

« Letters feel tiny: large print, ideally in a bold color on dark keys.

+ Letters feel faint or washed out: high contrast first — white-on-black or yellow-on-black
— size second.

« Fine in daylight, lost at night: a backlight, paired with large or high-contrast letters so it
reads with the light off too.

« A bit of everything: a large-print, high-contrast, backlit keyboard covers all three in one.

There's no single right keyboard — only the right one for your eyes and your room. Start from
the trouble you actually have, not from the longest feature list.

[0 Match the keyboard to the symptom
If you can name your trouble in one sentence, you can usually name the fix in one too.
Size, contrast, light — pick for the trouble you actually notice.
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Getting a new keyboard going

Setting up a keyboard is about as simple as computer tasks get. Here's the calm
version.

A wired keyboard plugs into a USB slot on the computer and is ready in seconds — no setup
at all. A wireless one either plugs a tiny receiver into a USB slot or pairs over Bluetooth, a
quick one-time step the instructions walk you through. A backlit keyboard usually has a key or
two to raise and lower the light; find those first so you can set it to your liking.

Once it's connected, type a few lines in any document to make sure every key does what it
should and the letters are easy to find in your own light. That's the whole job.

O I'll get it going and set it to your eyes

Plugging in and pairing is exactly the kind of thing I'm glad to do on a visit, or often right
on your screen for $49. We'll set the backlight and the computer's text size so it all
feels good from day one. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Questions to ask before you buy

Whether you're talking to a salesperson or to me, these questions get you to a
keyboard you can see.

Q: Are the letters large and in a bold, high-contrast color?
Favor big letters that stand out boldly from the keys — white or yellow on black. Faint
gray-on-gray is the one to avoid.

Q: Is it backlit, and can | adjust the brightness?
If your room is often dim, a backlight helps. Make sure you can turn it up, down, and off easily.

Q: Is the key layout the standard, familiar one?
You want only the letters' look to change, not where the keys sit. Keep the layout you're used
to.

Q: Can I try stick-on labels first instead?
Often yes, and it's the cheapest test. If labels solve it, you may not need a new keyboard at
all.

(0 There's no silly question
If a salesperson makes you feel rushed or foolish for asking, that's a reason to walk
away, not to buy. A plain answer to a plain question is the least you should expect.
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Common Questions

The questions | hear most from folks who want to see the keys again, answered
plainly.

Q: Will stick-on labels really work, or are they a gimmick?
They genuinely work. Big bold letters on your existing keys can turn an ordinary keyboard into
a readable one in minutes. Their only catch is that they can wear or peel over time.

Q: White letters or yellow letters on black — which is better?
Whichever your eyes prefer. Both are far easier than gray-on-gray. If bright white ever feels
glary, the softer yellow-on-black is well worth trying.

Q: Do | need a backlit keyboard?
Only if your room is often dim or you type in the evening. In a well-lit room, a good desk lamp
does the same job for free.

Q: Does a special keyboard change how my computer works?
No. A large-print or high-contrast keyboard types exactly like any other — only the letters' look
is different. Nothing about your computer changes.

0 Still weighing it up?
Helping folks see the keys again is one of my favorite little wins. Call or text me at (330)
200-8042 and we'll figure out whether labels or a new keyboard is right for your eyes.
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You don't have to do this alone

You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

| hope this guide made choosing a keyboard you can actually see feel a little less daunting
and a lot more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back to a page
whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what | do. | come to your home, work at your
pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the
parts that don't need me on-site | can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit
comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. For anything that calls for licensed electrical
work, I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

O Bill's Home Tech —real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all
of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever
not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Three Ways to See the Keys

Pick the ones that fit your eyes and your room

What it does Best when

Large print Bigger letters Letters feel
tiny

High contrast Bold on dark Letters feel
faint

Backlit Letters glow Room is dim

Stick-on labels Cheap retrofit Try before
buying

You can combine these -- large yellow letters that are backlit, for example.
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Trying Stick-On Labels

The cheap, try-first way to a large-print keyboard

BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042

( N\ [ N
Clean the keys Line each up Doafewata Type a test
Dry cloth so Over the old time Check it reads
labels stick - letter, press Don't lose - in your light
your place
\. J J \ y

If labels fix it and stay put, you may not need a new keyboard.
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Which Contrast Reads Easiest?

Bolder beats bigger for many older eyes

Looks like Good to know

Gray on gray Faint, hard Avoid this one
White on black Crisp, classic Can feel glary
Yellow on black Warm, bold Kind to the eyes

If white ever looks glary to you, try the softer yellow-on-black
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Which Fix Fits You?

Let your eyes and your room point the way

What's the main trouble?

Letters Letters Room too
too small? too faint? dark at night?
4 N\ N\ [ N\
Large print, High contrast: A backlit
ideally bold white or yellow keyboard, light
on dark keys on black you can adjust
\ J J J
[ Try cheap stick-on labels first -- they answer the size and contrast questions. ]

llustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ
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gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

Need a Real Person?

You do not have to remember all of it.
You just have to remember you can call.
Friendly, in-home tech help -- | come to you.

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, | will
make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,
no fine print. That is how | would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com

Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM
— Bill

Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC - 30+ years of tech experience - Serving Portage County since 2025 - Fully Insured



BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

A Note From BIll

A quick note from Bill.
| write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so | can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or
the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or
climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

.'i'-'-;

l"

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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