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Let's make your cords easy to find

If you have ever pulled a fistful of black cords out of a drawer, held each one up,
and still had no idea which went to what — this guide is for you. We're going to
label them and give them a home, calmly and without any fuss.

I'm Bill, and | run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. For 30+ years I've helped
folks get comfortable with the gear in their homes, patiently and in plain language. Think of
this as me sitting at your kitchen table with a roll of tape and a pen, naming your cords one at
atime.

The trick isn't fancy. A tag near the plug and a simple spot to keep each cord does almost all
the work. Once a cord has a name and a home, the hunting stops — and so does the little jolt
of frustration that comes with it. We'll go slow, and you can do as much or as little as you like.

(0 You don't need special gear to start

A pen and a strip of masking tape will label every cord in your house today. If you'd
rather have a hand, I'm glad to do this with you — call or text (330) 200-8042 and we'll
make the whole pile make sense.
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The whole guide, on one page

If you remember only these things, your cords will already be far easier to find than
they are today.

Label near the plug. Put the name right by the end you grab, not in the middle of the

0
cord.

0 Name it by its job, not its brand — 'TV box,' 'Mom's phone,’' ‘camera.' That's what you'll
actually search for.

0 Label the storage spot too, so a cord has an obvious place to return to.

0 Daily cords stay where you use them; spares live together in one box.

0 Tie each cord loosely so it stores neat and doesn't tangle with its neighbors.

0 Any method works — a label maker, tape and a pen, a bread tag, or a clip-on cable tag.
Pick what's easy for you.
(0 Start with the five you use most
You don't have to label everything at once. Tag the five cords you reach for every day
first — phone, tablet, TV, remote charger, whatever yours are. Those five give you
most of the relief in ten minutes.
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Why labeling is worth ten minutes

It helps to know this isn't just tidiness for its own sake — a named cord solves a
real, everyday annoyance.

Cords are the one thing in the house that all look alike. Most are black, most are about the
same thickness, and the little plug on the end is too small to read. So every time you need
one, you're solving a tiny puzzle — and often pulling three wrong cords before you find the
right one.

A label skips the puzzle. You glance, you read 'TV box,' you grab it. That's it. For anyone with
tired eyes or hands that don't love fiddly work, that one small change saves a surprising
amount of daily aggravation.

(0 Labeling and naming go together

This guide is about naming and storing cords. If you're still not sure which plug is which
in the first place, start with our guide on telling cables apart — then come back here to
give each one a name and a home.
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Label near the plug, where you'll see it

Where you put the label matters as much as what it says. Get this right and a
glance is all you'll ever need.

Put the label within an inch or two of the plug — the end you pick up and the end you squint at
when you're deciding what a cord is. A label in the middle of a six-foot cord does you no good
when the cord is coiled in a box with only the plugs showing.

If a cord has two different ends, label the device end — the end that goes into your phone,
tablet, or TV box. That's the end that tells you what the cord is for. The other end usually just
goes into a wall block or a computer.

[0 Wrap the tag so it lies flat

If you use tape, fold a strip around the cord so the two sticky sides meet and leave a
little flag sticking out — then write on the flag. It stays put better than a single wrap and
gives you a clean surface to read.
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Name a cord by its job, not its jargon

The best label is the words you'd actually say out loud when you're hunting for the
cord. Keep it plain and personal.

Write what the cord is FOR, in your own words: 'TV box," 'Mom's phone,' 'kitchen tablet,’
‘camera,’ 'hearing aids.' Those are the words that pop into your head when you need it. A
label that says 'USB-C 3.2' is accurate and completely useless to future you.

If a cord does something special — it's your fast charger, or the one that moves photos to the
computer — add a tiny note like ‘fast' or '‘photos.' Otherwise, keep it to a couple of words.
Short labels are easier to read and faster to write.

[0 Use the names your family already uses

If everyone calls it 'the Roku cord' or 'Dad's charger,' that's the right label — even if it's
not technically correct. The goal is that anyone in the house can find it. Plain beats
precise every time.
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Label makers — neat, if you like them

A little handheld label printer makes crisp, stick-on tags. It's a nice tool if you enjoy
it — but it's far from required.

A label maker prints a clean strip of letters you peel and stick. The upside is readable, uniform
tags that look tidy and hold up well. The downside is one more gadget to buy, charge or feed
batteries, and figure out — and the buttons are often small.

If you already own one and like it, by all means use it for your cords. Wrap the printed strip
around near the plug. But don't feel you need to go buy one. Tape and a pen label a cord just
as findably, and you already have both.

[0 Make the letters big

Whatever tool you use, write or print big enough to read at arm's length without
reaching for your glasses. A label you have to squint at is only half a label. Bigger is
always better here.
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Masking tape and a pen — the honest workhorse

This is the method | reach for most, and the one I'd suggest you start with. It costs
almost nothing and it works beautifully.

Tear off a short strip of masking tape or painter's tape, wrap it around the cord near the plug
so a little flag sticks out, and write the name on the flag with a regular pen or a fine marker.
Done. It's instant, it peels off cleanly when you want to change it, and everyone already knows
how.

Painter's tape (the blue or green kind) is a touch sturdier and comes off without leaving goo,
which makes it my favorite. A permanent marker keeps the writing from smudging. That's the
entire shopping list, and you may have it in a drawer already.

[0 Redo atired tape label in seconds

Tape labels do curl or fade eventually. That's fine — when one looks ragged, peel it off
and wrap a fresh one. The whole point is that it's quick and forgiving, so there's no
reason to fuss over a perfect job.
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Clip-on tags and the humble bread clip

If tape isn't your style, a couple of other easy methods clip right on — including one
that's free and already in your kitchen.

Cable tags Loop with write-on flag A tidy, lasting look
Bread clips Snap on, write on it Free, quick, cheerful
Cord labels Pre-printed stickers Common devices
Tape and pen Wrap and write Anything, anytime

Those little plastic bread-bag clips are a small marvel here. Save a few, snap one onto a cord
near the plug, and write the name right on the clip with a marker. They're free, they don't fall
off, and they're easy for stiff fingers to pinch on and off.

[0 One tag style, used everywhere

Pick a single method and use it for every cord, so your eye learns where to look. A
house with tape on some cords, tags on others, and nothing on the rest is harder to
read than a house that's all one plain style.
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Two kinds of households, two sets of needs

Labeling cords feels different depending on how many you've got. The idea is the
same, but the size of the job — and where you start — isn't.

If you just want a tidy desk or bedside

Maybe it's one chair, one nightstand, or a small desk with a handful of cords. Your goal is
simple: name the few you use and keep them from tangling.

+ Tag the two or three cords right at that spot — phone, tablet, lamp.
+ Give each a loose tie so they don't knot together behind the table.

+ Keep one labeled spare in a nearby drawer for when one wears out.
« That's a complete system for a small space — no bins required.

If you're the whole house's cord keeper

A busy home — kids, grandkids, visitors, many devices across many rooms — means dozens
of cords. Your goal is a labeled system others can follow without asking you.

« Label every daily cord by its job, in the room where it lives.
« Sort spares into labeled bins by type — see our mystery-cable-drawer guide.
« Set up labeled guest chargers by the main gathering spot.

« Label the bins and the shelf too, so cords come back to the right home.

[J Got awhole house of cords to tame?

This is one of my favorite kitchen-table jobs. We'll go room by room, name every cord,
tie and store the spares, and set up a system the whole family can follow — in one
calm sitting. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Taming the tangle with a simple tie

A labeled cord that's knotted around five others is still a pain to pull out. A loose tie
on each cord is the other half of the fix.

Coil each cord loosely — about the size of a grapefruit — and hold the loop with one tie. The
gentler the loop, the longer the cord lasts; a tight, kinked wrap strains the wire where it bends.
Never fold a cord in a sharp crease to make it fit.

For the tie itself, reusable options are kindest to the cord and to you. The hook-and-loop strips
— the kind that stick to themselves, sometimes called velcro ties — are gentle, undo in a
second, and don't dig in. A loose twist tie or a bread clip works too.

[0 Skip the hard plastic zip ties for daily cords

The one-time plastic zip ties are great for bundling cords you never move, but you have
to cut them off, and they can bite into a cord if snugged too tight. For anything you plug
and unplug, a reusable strip is easier on your hands and the wire.
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Give every cord a place to live

Labeling says what a cord is. A storage spot says where it belongs. Together they
end the hunting for good.

» Daily cords stay out, where you use them — bedside, chair, kitchen counter. Don't make
yourself fetch a cord you need every day.
« Spares live together in one box or drawer, so there's a single place to look instead of six.

« Group spares by type — phone cords together, device cords together — in labeled bins
or bags.

+ Odds and ends go in one 'mystery' bag, to sort later rather than scatter now.

- Label the spot, not just the cord, so a cord has an obvious home to return to.

[0 Small bags beat one big tangle

Labeled sandwich bags or little zip pouches — one per type — keep cords from
marrying each other in the bottom of a drawer. You lift out the bag you need instead of
untangling the whole knot.

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 12 of 29

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



LABEL THE STORAGE SPOT BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042

Labeling the bins, shelves, and chargers

The cord's label tells you what it is. The spot's label tells everyone else where it
goes — which is how a system survives a busy household.

Put a label on the front of each bin or bag: ‘phone cords,’ 'spare chargers,’ 'TV and remotes,’
'mystery — sort me." Now anyone can return a cord to the right place without asking you, and
you can see what's inside without digging.

The same idea helps at a charging spot. If you keep a few chargers plugged in on a counter, a
small label by each one — 'phone,’ 'tablet,' 'guest’' — stops the daily ‘'which one is mine'
shuffle. Our family charging-spot guide sets up a whole shared station this way.

[0 A labeled shelf runs itself

The magic of labeling the storage, not just the cord, is that the system keeps working
when you're not the one tidying. Grandkids and guests put things back right because
the shelf tells them where. Happy to set one up with you — call (330) 200-8042.
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A dab of color as a shortcut

Once your cords are named, a little color can make the right one jump out from
across the room — handy when reading a tiny label is the hard part.

Pick a color for each person or each room and mark every one of their cords with it: a wrap of
colored tape, a colored tie, or a dot from a marker. Red for the TV, blue for your phone, green
for the grandkids. Now you spot the right cord before you even read it.

Color works alongside a written label, not instead of it — the color finds the cord fast, and the
words confirm it. It's especially kind for tired eyes, because recognizing a color is easier than
reading small print.

[0 Keep a little color key

Jot your color scheme on a card and tuck it with your cords — 'blue = my phone, red =
TV, green = grandkids." A month from now you'll be glad you wrote it down instead of
trusting yourself to remember.
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Setting up your system in one sitting

Here's the whole job, start to finish, in an order that keeps it from feeling like a
mountain. Give yourself a quiet hour and a flat surface.

- Gather every cord into one pile — empty the drawers and baskets onto the table.

« Match each cord to a device, and set aside any you can't place in a 'mystery' pile.
« Label the keepers near the plug, by their job, in your plain words.

« Tie each one loosely so it stores neat.

+ Sort into homes: daily cords back to their spots, spares into labeled bins.

« Label the bins, and deal with the mystery pile — see our mystery-cable-drawer guide.

0 Do it in stages if that's easier

If an hour is too much at once, do one room or one drawer at a time. A labeled
nightstand today and a labeled TV shelf next week still gets you there — and feels like
progress instead of a chore.
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The labeling slip-ups | see most

A few honest mistakes undo good labeling. Knowing them ahead of time means
your system will actually last.

- Labeling the middle of the cord: you can't see it in a bin. Always label near the plug.

« Using tech jargon: 'USB-C 3.2' means nothing when you're hunting. Name the job
instead.

« Labeling the cord but not the spot: cords wander off with no home to go back to.
« Writing too small: a label you can't read at arm's length barely helps. Go big.

+ Mixing five methods: pick one style so your eye knows where to look.

I Don't tie cords tight or crease them

A label won't save a cord you've strangled with a tight wrap or folded in a hard crease.
Cords fail where they bend. Keep every loop loose and gentle, and your labeled cords
will last for years.
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Keeping the system going
A labeling system isn't a one-time project so much as a small habit. The habit is
easy once the system is in place.

The one rule that keeps it all working: label a new cord the day it comes into the house. A new
gadget arrives, you tag its cord before it ever hits the drawer, and it goes straight to its home.
Thirty seconds then saves an hour of hunting later.

Every so often — say, when you're already in the drawer — glance for faded tags and tired
ties and freshen them. And when a device leaves your life, its cord should leave too. A cord
with no device is just clutter wearing a label.

[0 Keep the supplies with the cords

Tuck a pen, a roll of tape, and a few spare ties right in with your cord bins. When
labeling is as easy as reaching into the same box, you'll actually do it — instead of
meaning to and forgetting.
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Labeling to help someone else

Some of the best labeling isn't for you at all — it's so a parent, a spouse, or a guest
can find the right cord without a phone call.

If you set up cords for someone who finds tech stressful, lean even harder on plain words and
big letters. "Your phone — plug in at night." 'TV — do not unplug." A label can carry a gentle
instruction, not just a name, and that reassurance is worth as much as the finding.

For a loved one you help from a distance, labels mean you can talk them through things on
the phone: '‘Grab the one tagged TV box.' No more trying to describe a black cord sight
unseen. It makes your help calmer for both of you.

O I'll label a parent's setup with you

If you're helping an older parent from across town or across the country, we can set up
and label their cords so your phone calls get easy. I'll do the visit; you'll both breathe
easier. Call or text (330) 200-8042.
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Labeling cords for travel and going out

Loose cords in a bag are their own kind of chaos. A little labeling and a pouch turn
travel cords into a grab-and-go Kit.

Keep a small zip pouch as your travel cord bag, and label the cords in it just like the ones at
home. When you're packing in a hurry or digging in a bag at the airport, a tagged ‘phone’ cord
beats fishing out three wrong ones.

Label the pouch itself too — ‘travel cords' — so it doesn't get raided for parts and come up
empty the morning you leave. When you get home, the whole kit goes back to one spot, ready
for next time.

[0 Pack a labeled spare of the essentials
Tuck one extra of your must-have cord in the travel pouch and label it 'spare.' A cord
fails at the worst time; a labeled backup turns a ruined trip into a minor shrug.
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When a label won't stay or won't fit

Now and then a cord fights your label — it's too thin, too slick, or the tag keeps
sliding off. A few easy fixes handle almost all of it.

If tape won't grip a skinny or slick cord, fold it into a flag so the sticky sides lock onto each
other rather than the cord — the flag holds even when the wrap won't. For a very thin cord, a
clip-on tag or a bread clip that pinches shut often works better than tape at all.

If a plug is too small for any tag, label the wall block or the far end instead, or slip a labeled tie
around the cord an inch from the plug. The goal is a readable name somewhere near the end
you grab — there's always a way to get one there.

[0 A labeled tie is the catch-all

When nothing else fits, a reusable tie with the name written on it loops around any
cord, thick or thin, and travels with it. Keep a few pre-labeled for your common cords
and the sticking problem simply goes away.
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Your quick reference, start to finish

The short version you can lean on any time the cords start piling up again.

O

0

g

Label near the plug, where you'll see it in a bin.

Name the job, in plain words — 'TV box,"' not 'HDMI.'
Write big enough to read at arm's length.

Pick one labeling method and use it everywhere.

Tie each cord loosely — never tight, never creased.
Daily cords stay out; spares live together in labeled bins.
Label the storage spot too, so cords come home.

Tag every new cord the day it arrives.

[0 Keep this guide with your cords
You don't have to hold any of this in your head. Keep these pages in the cord box, and
when in doubt, I'm a phone call away at (330) 200-8042.
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Common Questions

The questions | hear most about labeling and organizing cords, answered plainly.

Q: What's the cheapest way to label my cords?

A strip of masking or painter's tape and a pen. Wrap the tape near the plug so a little flag
sticks out, and write the name on it. It costs almost nothing, works on any cord, and peels off
clean when you want to change it.

Q: Do I need to buy a label maker?

Not at all. A label maker makes neat tags if you enjoy one, but tape and a pen label a cord just
as findably. Buy a label maker only if you already know you'd like using it —it's a
nice-to-have, never a must.

Q: What should I actually write on the label?

The job, in your own words — 'Mom's phone," 'TV box,' ‘camera.' Those are the words you'll
think of when you're hunting. Skip the technical names like 'USB-C'; they're accurate but no
help when you need the cord.

Q: Where on the cord should the label go?
Within an inch or two of the plug — the end you grab and look at. A label in the middle of the
cord is invisible when the cord is coiled in a box with only the plugs showing.

Q: How do | keep the cords from tangling after | label them?

Coil each one loosely and hold the loop with a reusable tie, then store spares in labeled bins
or little bags by type. The label tells you what it is; the loose tie and its own bag keep it from
knotting with its neighbors.

[0 Want a hand getting it all sorted?

Labeling and organizing cords is a quick, satisfying job — and it clears a real daily
annoyance for good. Call or text (330) 200-8042 and we'll name, tie, and home every
cord in the house.
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You don't have to do this alone

You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

| hope this guide made labeling and organizing your cords feel a little less daunting and a lot
more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back to a page
whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what | do. | come to your home, work at your
pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the
parts that don't need me on-site | can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit
comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. | don't do licensed electrical, gas, or
appliance-repair work myself — for that I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

O Bill's Home Tech —real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all
of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever
not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Four Easy Ways to Label a Cord

Any of these works -- pick the one that's easy for you

How it works Best for

Tape and pen Wrap, write on Anything,
flag anytime
Label maker Print, peel, A tidy, neat
stick look
Clip-on tag Loop with a flag A lasting label
Bread clip Snap on, write Free and quick
on

Label near the plug, name the job, and write it big.
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Labeling a Cord, Step by Step

The whole job takes about thirty seconds per cord

o0 || @ || © @
Find the plug Name its job Wrap it on Tie it loosely
end Write TV box' or Tape, tag, or clip Coil and hold it
Work near the end - 'Mom's phone' -] within an inch or - with a gentle tie
you grab and look two
at
\. J U J U J \ y

Tag every new cord the day it comes into the house.
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Where Should This Cord Live?

Daily cords stay out; spares live together

Daily cord Spare cord
Where Where you use it One labeled bin
Example Bedside, chair Spare-cords box
Tie Loose, easy to Loose, bagged by
grab type
Label By its job Bin and cord
both

Label the storage spot too, so cords come home.
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AT A GLANCE
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Which Label Should | Use?

Start with what you already have

What matters most to you?

Cheap and
ready right now?

Neat, uniform,
lasting look?

A cord too thin
or slick for tape?

'

'

'

N\ N\ ™
Masking tape A label maker A bread clip or
and a pen -- or clip-on tags, a labeled tie
wrap and write if you like them that pinches on
J . VRN J

Any method works -- the best one is the one you'll actually use.

llustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ
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BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

Need a Real Person?

You do not have to remember all of it.
You just have to remember you can call.
Friendly, in-home tech help -- | come to you.

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, | will
make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,
no fine print. That is how | would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com

Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM
— Bill

Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC - 30+ years of tech experience - Serving Portage County since 2025 - Fully Insured



BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

A Note From BIll

A quick note from Bill.
| write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so | can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or
the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or
climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

.'i'-'-;

l"

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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