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Hello, and welcome
An inverter generator earns its keep in a power outage — but it's every bit as handy

away from home, at the tailgate, the family reunion, the outdoor market, or the job

site with no outlet in sight. This guide is all about taking your clean, quiet power on

the road.

I'm Bill, and I run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. I've spent more than 30

years helping folks get comfortable with their technology — patiently, in plain language, and at

their own pace. Think of this guide as me sitting at your kitchen table, walking through it with

you one step at a time.

In these pages we'll walk through what a small generator will happily run at a gathering and

what asks more of it, how to be a good neighbor with the noise, how to keep the food hot

without running out of watts, and — most important of all — how to keep everyone safe from

carbon monoxide when there's a crowd around. We'll cover events in town and out in the

country, rain and cords and fuel for a long day, and keeping your generator from walking off in

a public spot.

You do not have to read this all at once, and you certainly don't have to memorize it. Skip to

whatever you need, keep it handy, and know that a real person is only a phone call away.

★ How to use this guide

Each page stands on its own. Read one, take what's useful, and come back for the

next when you're ready. If a step ever feels fuzzy, that's on my writing — not on you —

and you can always call me at (330) 200-8042.
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Clean, quiet power, wherever you go
The same qualities that make an inverter generator a good friend in a storm —

clean power, quiet running, and easy portability — make it a wonderful thing to

have at any gathering away from home.

Think about where an ordinary outlet simply isn't: the far end of a stadium parking lot, a shady

corner of the park, a field where the wedding tent is going up, a job site before the power's

been turned on. An inverter generator brings a little pocket of household electricity to all of

those places — enough to charge the phones, run the TV, keep the music playing, and warm

the food.

• Tailgates and game days — a TV for the pre-game, speakers, a blender, a griddle for the

burgers, and everybody's phones topped up.

• Family reunions, picnics, and outdoor markets — music, lights, fans, a coffee urn, and

a spot for folks to charge a phone.

• Job sites and hobbies — clean power for battery chargers, lights, and tools where there's

no outlet yet, and for the woodshop out in the garage.

• Anywhere the party outgrows the porch — the back forty, the campground, the lake, the

barn raising.

Notice the theme, the same one from the very first guide in this series: portable, clean, and

quiet. Away from home, those three words are worth even more, because you've got people

around you — and that changes how you set the generator up and where you point it. The

rest of this guide is about doing it well and doing it safely.

✔ Start with a short list of what you'll plug in

Before any event, jot down the handful of things you actually want to power — the TV,

the phones, one hot-food gadget. That short list, not everything you own, is what tells

you whether your generator is up to the day. We'll help you read it in the next few

pages.
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The tailgate: your whole spread on one little engine
A tailgate is where an inverter generator really shows off. With one quiet unit you

can run the pre-game, feed the crowd, and keep every phone charged — as long

as you know which gadgets sip power and which ones gulp it.

The fun stuff is easy on a generator. A television for the early game, a set of speakers for

the music, a blender for a frozen drink, a string of lights as the afternoon fades, and a

charging station for everybody's phones — all of that together asks surprisingly little. The

clean power of an inverter unit is exactly right for the TV and the chargers, too, so you can

plug in your good electronics without a worry.

The food is where you have to think. Anything that makes heat — an electric griddle for the

burgers, a roaster for the pulled pork, a coffee urn, a food warmer to hold a dish — draws

far more power than all the fun stuff combined. One of them at a time is usually fine on a small

unit; two big heaters at once is where a little generator runs out of muscle. We'll spend the

next page just on that balancing act, because it's the thing folks get wrong most.

The blender's worth a quick word, too: like anything with a motor, it wants a brief gulp of extra

power the instant you switch it on, more than it uses once it's spinning. It's brief and usually no

trouble, but it's why you don't fire up the blender at the very moment the griddle's heating.

★ A tailgate is a great first outing

If you've just bought a generator and want to get comfortable with it, a tailgate on a

nice day is a perfect place to learn its ropes with no pressure. I'm glad to help you plan

the setup — call me at (330) 200-8042.
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Minding the watts when the food's on
Here's the single most useful thing to understand about running food at an event:

heat is the hog. Get that, and you'll never overload your generator at a gathering.

Everything electrical is measured in watts, and your generator can only give out so many at

once. The gadgets that make heat — griddles, roasters, coffee urns, food warmers, hot plates

— are far and away the hungriest things you'll bring. A single one can take up a big share of a

small generator's output all by itself. The electronics, by contrast, barely register: the TV, the

speakers, and a pile of phone chargers together often use less than one hot-food gadget.

So the way to think about a small unit is a watt budget. Your electronics and lights are the

easy background load. Then you add heat one item at a time. Warming a dish while the

phones charge? No trouble. Running the griddle and the roaster and the coffee urn all at

once? That's where a little generator says no — it'll trip its overload and shut off to protect

itself, which is annoying just when the burgers are going.

The fix is simply to take turns. Heat the coffee, then unplug it and fire up the griddle. Hold a

finished dish in the food warmer, which sips far less than a cooking appliance, while the next

thing cooks. A minute of planning keeps everything hot and the generator happy.

✔ A charcoal grill saves your watts for the fun

The oldest trick at a tailgate is still the best: cook over charcoal or propane and let the

generator handle the TV, the music, the phones, and just one electric warmer. Keeping

the heavy cooking off the generator means a small, quiet unit covers everything else

with room to spare.
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Reunions, picnics, and market days
Away from the ballgame, an inverter generator is just as at home at a family

reunion, a church picnic, a craft fair, or a farmers' market — anywhere folks gather

outdoors and there's no outlet handy.

At a family reunion or picnic, the generator quietly does the little things that make the day: it

runs a set of speakers for the music, powers a couple of fans on a hot afternoon or a few

strings of lights as evening comes on, keeps a coffee urn going, and gives the grandkids a

place to charge a phone. Because the power is clean and the unit is quiet, it fades into the

background instead of drowning out the conversation.

At an outdoor market or craft fair, a small generator is a vendor's best friend. It lights a

booth, runs a card reader and a laptop, powers a little cooler or a warmer, and keeps a phone

alive through a long day. Here the clean power really matters — card readers, tablets, and

laptops are exactly the sensitive electronics an inverter unit was made to feed.

The same courtesies apply at every gathering, and they matter more the more people are

around: set the unit well away from where folks sit and eat, point the exhaust off toward open

space and downwind, run it in eco mode to keep it quiet, and keep the cords tucked out of the

walking paths. We'll cover each of those in its own page — they're simple habits, and they're

what separate a good setup from a nuisance.

✔ Ask the organizer first

Many parks, fairgrounds, and market managers have their own rules about generators

— where they can go, quiet hours, how far from tents and food. A quick call ahead

saves a headache on the day, and it's just good manners.
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Job sites, workshops, and hobbies
Away from any gathering, an inverter generator earns its keep at work and at play

— on a job site with no power yet, out at a remote project, or in a garage workshop.

Just know where its strengths end.

For clean, light-duty power, an inverter unit is genuinely excellent. Battery chargers for

cordless tools, work lights, a laptop, a small compressor for tires, chargers and electronics of

every kind — all of these love the smooth power an inverter makes, and the quiet is a real gift

when you're working near it all day. For a contractor charging batteries, a hobbyist in the

woodshop, or anyone running electronics off the grid, a small quiet unit is often just right.

Big power tools are where you have to be honest. A large table saw, a big air compressor,

a welder, or a heavy pump can ask for more watts than a small, quiet inverter can give —

especially the surge they want the instant the motor kicks on. Push a little generator past what

it can do and it simply trips its overload and shuts off to protect itself.

For those heavy jobs you have two roads. One is a larger inverter generator with the watts

to spare — you keep the clean power and the reasonable quiet, you just buy more capacity.

The other is a conventional open-frame generator, which gives you the most raw watts for

the money if you don't mind the noise and the rougher power. For a pile of heavy tools and no

delicate electronics, that can be the sensible pick. There's a whole guide in this series

comparing the two.

★ Tell me what you run, and I'll help you size it

Sizing a generator to a set of tools is exactly the kind of thing worth a phone call before

you buy. Give me the list — the saw, the compressor, the chargers — and we'll figure

out whether a small quiet unit does it or you want more muscle. Call me at (330)

200-8042.
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Being a good neighbor in a crowd
At home in an outage, a generator's noise mostly bothers you and the folks next

door. In a packed parking lot or a crowded park, you're surrounded by people — so

a few courtesies keep you the welcome neighbor instead of the noisy one.

Run it in eco mode. Nearly every inverter unit has an eco or economy switch that lets the

engine idle down when you're not drawing much power. It's quieter, it's thriftier, and at a

gathering — where most of the day you're just charging phones and running the TV — it

keeps the generator to a soft hum. Flip it off only for a moment when you're starting

something with a motor, then switch it back on.

Point the noise and the exhaust away from people. The loud end of a generator is usually

the exhaust end — and that's the same end you already want aimed away from the crowd for

safety. That works in your favor: turn that side toward open space, away from where folks sit

and eat, and both the sound and the fumes drift off together.

Give it distance, and set it on firm ground. Sound fades quickly with a little distance, so set

the unit a good way off from where people gather rather than right underfoot. And a generator

on solid, level ground hums, while one on soft or uneven ground buzzes and rattles. The

same firm footing that keeps it steady keeps it quiet.

✔ A quick word to your neighbors

At a tailgate packed with other groups, a friendly heads-up to the folks parked next to

you — we've got a quiet generator running for the TV — heads off any grumbling. Most

people don't mind at all once they see it's tucked away and barely audible.
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The safety talk: carbon monoxide
At a gathering there are people all around you — sitting in lawn chairs, ducking

under tent flaps, leaning into the back of an SUV — and that makes the one serious

danger of any generator, carbon monoxide, more important than ever. Please read

this page twice, and the next one too.

Every generator that burns gasoline or propane makes carbon monoxide, or "CO" — a gas

you cannot see or smell. It is the one real danger with a generator, and it is completely

avoidable. More people are hurt by running a generator in the wrong place than by anything

else, so please read this page twice.

Outside only — no exceptions

Never run a generator indoors, and that includes the garage, the basement, a shed, a carport,

or a covered porch — even with the door up or a window open. CO pools and seeps into the

house. The only safe place is outdoors, in the open air.

At least 20 feet away, exhaust pointed away

Set the generator at least 20 feet from the house, and turn it so the exhaust blows away from

any door, window, or vent. Don't tuck it against the wall to hide it or keep it dry — give it room

to breathe and let the fumes drift off.

Alarms are your safety net

Put working carbon-monoxide alarms on every level of your home and near the bedrooms,

and use ones with a battery backup so they work when the power is out. Test them now,

before storm season, not during it.
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Carbon monoxide where people gather
You just read the safety rules that never bend. This page is about what they mean

in the one place they're easiest to forget — right in the middle of a crowd, with tents

up and cars all around.

A generator gives off carbon monoxide, an invisible, odorless gas that can make people sick

or worse before anyone knows it's there. Out in open air it drifts away harmlessly. The danger

comes when it's trapped — and a gathering is full of exactly the spots that trap it.

Never run a generator under a canopy, a pop-up tent, or a tailgate awning. It feels

natural to tuck it under cover for shade or rain, right beside everything else — but that little

roof holds the fumes down where you're standing. The same goes for inside a closed car,
van, trailer, or camper: never run it in a cargo area or a hatchback, even with a window or a

door cracked. An enclosed space fills with gas fast.

And keep it well away from where people sit and eat. The exhaust should point downwind,

off toward open space, never toward the lawn chairs, the food table, the open tailgate, or the

tent where folks are gathered. Think about which way the breeze is carrying the fumes, and

be willing to move the unit if the wind shifts. The people are the whole reason you're being

careful.

! If anyone feels off, move to fresh air first

If someone at your gathering gets a headache, feels dizzy or queasy, or turns

unusually sleepy while the generator's running, don't wait to puzzle it out. Get them up

and away into clear, open air, move the generator, and if they don't come right or an

alarm sounds, call 911. Fresh air first, every single time.
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Rain, wet ground, and the GFCI
Outdoor events don't always cooperate with the weather, and a generator and

water don't mix. The good news is that staying safe in the wet is mostly a matter of

a few simple habits.

First, the rule that ties back to the last two pages: keep the generator out of the rain, but

never seal it up to do it. Don't move it into a closed trailer, don't drape a tarp over it, and

don't tuck it under a tent. If you need to shelter it, use an open, vented cover made for running

generators — a little roof with open sides that keeps the rain off while letting the exhaust and

heat escape.

Keep it up out of the wet. Set the generator on a dry, firm spot rather than in a low place

where rain runs and puddles. Keep the outlets and the cord connections up off soaked ground

— prop a connection on a dry board or a brick, or use one of the little weatherproof covers

made for the joint. And plug and unplug with dry hands, wiping a wet plug before it goes in.

Use the GFCI outlets. Many generators have outlets with built-in ground-fault protection —

the kind with the little test and reset buttons. Outdoors and in the damp, that protection is a

real safety helper, so use those outlets when you have them. If a cord or a tool trips one,

that's the safety catch doing its job — stop, find out why, and fix it before you reset.

! When in doubt, wait it out

No tailgate or picnic is worth a shock. If the rain is coming down hard enough that you

can't keep the generator and the connections dry, it's better to shut it off for a while

than to risk running it soaked. The game will still be there when the shower passes.
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Keeping the cords out of the walkway
At a gathering, the generator sits well away from the action — which means cords

running across the ground to reach it. In a crowd, a loose cord isn't just untidy; it's

the thing somebody trips over in the dark.

Because the safe spot for the generator is a good distance from where people gather, you'll

be reaching it with extension cords — and where those cords run matters as much as the

generator itself. A cord snaking across a walking path is an ankle-catcher, especially for older

folks and little ones, and doubly so once the sun goes down.

Run cords along the edges, not across the middle. Route them around the perimeter of

your space — along a curb, a fence line, the base of a wall — rather than straight through

where people walk. Where a cord simply must cross a path, tape it down flat with a strip of

duct tape, tuck it under a rubber cord mat, or run it up and over out of the way. Leave a little

slack so nothing pulls tight and yanks a plug loose.

Use the right cord, and as few as you can. Reach the distance with a single heavy-duty,

outdoor-rated cord rather than several skinny indoor ones chained together — each joint is a

weak point, and a thin cord run a long way overheats. Keep the connections up off wet

ground, and don't bury a cord under a rug or a blanket where heat can build.

✔ A roll of tape and a bright cord

Two cheap things make a big difference: a roll of duct tape to knock down any cord that

crosses a path, and a brightly colored extension cord that people can actually see.

Both live easily in the tub with your generator gear.
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Planning fuel for a long day out
A tailgate or a reunion can run for hours, and unlike a storm at home, there's no

gas can waiting in the garage. A little fuel planning ahead means you're not making

a run for gasoline in the third quarter.

How long a generator runs on a tank depends on how hard it's working. Sipping along on just

the electronics and a few lights in eco mode, a small unit can run a good long while on one fill.

Push it hard with a griddle and a roaster going, and that same tank empties much faster. So

the heavier your plans, the more fuel you'll want to bring.

Bring enough, in the right can. For a long day, plan to carry extra fuel in an approved,

clearly marked container, and store it safely away from any heat or flame — never right

beside the running generator, and never in the passenger space of a hot car. Fill the tank

before you leave home so you start the day topped off.

Refuel the safe way. When it's time to add gas, shut the generator off first and give it a few

minutes to cool. Spilling gasoline onto a hot engine is how fires start. Do the refueling away

from the crowd, the food, and any grill or open flame, and wipe up any spill before you restart.

If your unit runs on propane, keep the spare cylinder upright, outdoors, and away from heat.

✔ Match the fuel to the day

For an easygoing gathering that mostly runs electronics, one topped-off tank often

lasts the whole event. If you're planning a big spread with a lot of hot food, bring a full

extra can — better to carry a little home than to run dry with the burgers half-done.
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Keeping it from walking off
In a public parking lot or a busy park, a running generator is a valuable machine

sitting out where strangers pass. It's an unhappy thing to think about, but a minute

of security keeps yours from disappearing while your back is turned.

A generator humming away, a little apart from the crowd, quietly advertises itself to anyone

walking by. In a stadium lot with thousands of people, or a park where folks come and go all

day, an unattended unit can be picked up and carried off in the time it takes to watch a

touchdown. So treat it like a good bicycle: assume it needs locking.

Lock it to something solid. Run a stout steel cable or a chain through the generator's frame

and lock it to a fixed point — a trailer hitch, a light post, a loaded cart, the frame of your

vehicle. There are cable-and-lock kits made just for generators. It won't stop a determined

thief with tools, but it turns a grab-and-go into too much trouble, which is usually enough.

Keep it in view, and write down the details. Set the unit where someone in your group can

keep half an eye on it, rather than around a blind corner. Before the day, jot down the make,

model, and serial number and snap a photo, so if the worst happens the police and your

insurance have something to go on. A little common sense and a cable go a long way.

! Never trade safety for security

Don't let the worry about theft tempt you into hiding the generator in a closed trunk, a

trailer, or a tucked-in corner where the fumes can't escape. Safe air always comes first.

A cable-locked generator out in the open beats a hidden one every time.
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If you live in town: city and suburb
Close to home — in Kent, Ravenna, Streetsboro, or Aurora — the gatherings tend

to be in driveways, parking lots, and neighborhood parks, with houses and people

close on every side. That closeness is exactly why a quiet inverter unit and a

careful setup shine in town.

At a driveway block party, the generator has an easy job — music, lights, a warmer, and

everyone's phones — but the neighbors are right there. Set it out toward the street end of the

drive or a corner of the yard, well away from where folks sit, with the exhaust pointed off

toward open space and away from any open windows, yours and the neighbors'. Eco mode

keeps it to a hum, and a friendly heads-up next door keeps the peace.

At a game-day parking lot, you're packed in tight with other tailgates. Give your generator a

clear spot at the edge of your space, away from the next group's chairs and never under

anyone's awning or between two closed vehicles where fumes can gather. Point the exhaust

toward the open lane, keep the cords out of the walking path between cars, and cable-lock it

in the crowd.

At a school or park event — a fair, a game, a fundraiser — check with whoever's running it

first, since many have rules about where a generator can go and how far from the tents and

the food. Set up at the edge, well back from the crowd, and mind the little ones darting about

near the cords.

! Never in the garage to hush it

It's tempting in a close neighborhood to run the generator in an open garage to muffle

the sound during a driveway party. Please don't — a garage traps carbon monoxide

and pushes it into the house, even with the door up. Keep it out in the open, use eco

mode, and let distance do the quieting.
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If you're in the country on a well
Out in the townships — Atwater, Rootstown, Deerfield, Palmyra — the gatherings

come with room to spare and, just as often, no power anywhere in sight. A field, a

barn lot, a back pasture: beautiful spots for an event, and a generator is what

brings the electricity to them.

At a field wedding or a big farm gathering, a generator quietly runs the things that make the

day — the music and a microphone, strings of lights as the sun goes down, a coffee urn and a

warmer on the food table, and a spot to charge phones and cameras. With plenty of open land

you've got an easy time placing it well away from the tents and the guests — use that room.

Set it a good distance off, downwind, with the exhaust pointed toward the empty field, never

up under the reception tent or the catering canopy.

At a remote work site with no power — a barn going up, a cabin being finished, a project at

the far end of the property — an inverter unit brings clean power for chargers, lights, and

electronics right where you need it. For heavy tools, remember a small quiet unit has its limits,

and you may want more watts or a conventional generator, as we covered earlier.

The country reminder that never changes: out here there are no hookups and, at many

homes, the water comes from a well that needs power of its own. That's a bigger conversation

for backing up a house — its own guide in this series. For an event, plan to bring what you
need: fuel for the day, plenty of cord for the longer runs these open spaces ask for, and

drinking water, since there may be no tap nearby.

✔ The barn and the tent are not the spot

With outbuildings and big tents all around, it's tempting to tuck the generator under a

roof, out of the weather. Every one of those — the barn, the pole building, the reception

tent, the catering canopy — traps the exhaust. Keep it out in the open field air, roof or

no roof, and let all that country room work for you.
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Packing the kit for an event
Half the trouble at a gathering comes from leaving something at home. Keep a

generator kit packed and ready in a tub, and setting up away from home becomes

as simple as it is at home.

The generator itself is only part of the story. What turns a bare machine into an easy day is

the handful of odds and ends that go with it — and the beauty of a packed tub is that you

never have to remember them one by one. You grab the generator and the tub, and you've

got everything.

• The right cords — one or two heavy-duty, outdoor-rated extension cords, long enough to

reach from a safe, distant spot back to your setup. A brightly colored one is easier to see

and not trip on.

• A roll of duct tape and a small cord mat — for knocking down any cord that has to cross

a walking path.

• A cable and lock — to secure the generator in a public spot.

• Extra fuel — in an approved, marked container, plus a funnel; or a spare propane cylinder.

• A firm, dry base — a board or a couple of flat pavers, so the unit isn't sitting on soft or wet

ground.

• An open, vented running cover — in case of rain, so you never have to shelter it the

wrong way.

• Work gloves, a flashlight, and a rag — for handling, refueling after dark, and wiping up

spills.

Keep it all together in a lidded plastic tub that rides in the truck with the generator. Restock the

fuel and check the cords after each outing, and you're always ready for the next invitation.

✔ Tape your short list to the lid

Write your what-to-plug-in list and a quick setup reminder on a card and tape it inside

the tub's lid. On the day, it's right there — no trying to remember the routine in a busy

parking lot.
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Your setup routine, the same every time
Put the safety habits and the kit together and setting up at any event becomes a

short, calm routine you do the same way every time — in a driveway, a parking lot,

or a field.

The order matters less than the fact that you always follow it. Once you've done it a couple of

times it takes just a few minutes, and doing it the same way every time is how the safety steps

become automatic instead of afterthoughts.

• 1. Pick an open spot. Out in fresh air, a good distance from where people will sit and eat,

and never under a tent, an awning, or between closed vehicles.

• 2. Point the exhaust away and downwind. Turn the loud, fume-making end off toward

open space, away from the crowd, and mind which way the breeze is going.

• 3. Set it on a firm, dry base. A board or pavers on level ground, up out of any puddle, so it

can't tip or sit in water.

• 4. Run one good cord, tidy. Heavy-duty and outdoor-rated, routed along the edges and

taped down where it crosses a path, connections propped up off wet ground.

• 5. Cable-lock it. Through the frame to something solid, in view of your group.

• 6. Start it, then plug in. Let it settle, switch on eco mode, and bring your things on one at

a time — heat last, and one hot item at a time.

Six steps, and after an outing or two you'll run through them without thinking. That easy

routine is the whole reward for reading this guide — clean, quiet power at any gathering, set

up safely in a few minutes.
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Questions folks ask about events
A handful of the questions I hear most about taking a generator to a gathering —

answered plainly.

Q: Can I run the generator under my pop-up tent if it rains?

No — never under a tent, a canopy, or an awning, even in the rain. That little roof traps the

exhaust right where you are. Use an open, vented running cover out in the open, or wait out a

hard shower with the unit off.

Q: The griddle keeps shutting the generator off. What's wrong?

Nothing's wrong — the generator is protecting itself from an overload. A hot-food gadget

takes a lot of watts, so run it by itself: unplug the other heaters, bring the griddle on alone, and

take turns with your hot food. A smaller warmer sips much less if you need to hold a dish.

Q: How far from the crowd should it sit?

As far as your cord safely reaches is a fine rule — the more distance, the better for both the

fumes and the noise. Well away from where people sit and eat, exhaust pointed downwind

toward open space, is the goal.

Q: Can it run my big table saw or air compressor?

Maybe not, if it's a small quiet unit — big power tools can want more watts than it puts out,

especially the surge when the motor starts. Tell me what you're running and I'll help you see

whether you need a bigger inverter or a conventional generator.

Q: Is it safe to leave it running while we're at the game?

It can run unattended, but secure it first — cable-lock it to something solid and set it where

your group can keep half an eye on it. And make doubly sure it's out in open air, well clear of

people, before you walk away.
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Would a battery suit the day better?
For some gatherings, the quietest, simplest answer isn't a generator at all — it's a

big battery in a box, called a portable power station. It's worth knowing when one

might be the better tool.

A power station is a large rechargeable battery with household outlets on it. It makes the

same clean power an inverter generator does, but it runs silent and gives off no exhaust and
no carbon monoxide — so there's no fuel to carry, no noise in the crowd, and none of the

fresh-air worry. You charge it full at home from the wall, and it's ready to go.

Where it shines is a quieter, lighter event: a craft-fair or market booth running a card reader,

a laptop, and some lights; a picnic that just needs music and phone charging; anywhere the

silence and the no-fumes safety are worth a lot. For a vendor sitting beside their power all

day, a silent battery is a real blessing in a spot where a generator could never go.

The trade-off is simple: a battery holds only so much before it needs recharging, so it can't

feed a griddle and a roaster all afternoon the way a fueled generator can. For a big spread

with a lot of hot food, or a long day of heavy use, the generator is still your workhorse. Many

folks who do a lot of events end up with both — a quiet battery for the light, close-in jobs, and

a generator for the big ones.

★ Not sure which fits your gatherings?

Tell me what your typical event looks like — a market booth, a tailgate, a reunion —

and I'll help you figure out whether a generator, a battery, or one of each is the right kit

for you. Call me at (330) 200-8042.
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How I can help
Taking a generator to a tailgate, a reunion, or a job site is exactly the kind of thing I

love helping folks get comfortable with — picking the right unit, learning to run it

safely in a crowd, and setting it up so the day goes smoothly. You don't have to sort

it out alone.

I'm Bill, and I run Bill's Home Tech right here in Portage County. I'm a tech-help person, not a

power company and not a pushy salesman — I help folks pick the right gear, set it up, and

feel confident using it. With generators, that means helping you choose a unit that fits your

home and your budget, showing you how to run it safely, and getting your internet, TV, and

devices happily back on once the power's flowing.

For anything that ties a generator into a building's wiring — a permanent hookup at a barn or

a shop, say — I'm not a licensed electrician, so I'll bring one in for that part and handle the

rest myself. For taking your unit to events and running it well, that's all me.

Three easy ways to get help

• An in-home visit — a flat $99 first visit. I come to you, here in Portage County, and every

visit is 30-day come-back-free.

• Remote help — a flat $49 screen-share, up to two hours, for the things I can sort out

without coming over (it's free for Support Plan members).

• A Support Plan — $39 a month for folks who'd like me on call all year.
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Your event-day checklist
Tear this out, or tape it inside the lid of your generator tub. Run down the list before

you head out and again when you set up on site.

❑ Generator fueled and topped off before leaving home, with extra fuel in an approved,

marked container.

❑ The kit packed: heavy-duty outdoor cords, tape and a cord mat, a cable and lock, a firm

base, a running cover, gloves, and a flashlight.

❑ A spot picked out in the open — well away from where people sit, never under a tent,

awning, or between closed vehicles.

❑ Exhaust aimed away from the crowd and downwind toward open space.

❑ Cords routed along the edges and taped down where they cross a path.

❑ Eco mode on to keep it quiet and thrifty; heat run one item at a time.

❑ Cable-locked to something solid, and in view of your group.

❑ Refuel only with the engine off and cooled, away from the crowd and any flame.

Eight check marks between you and a smooth, safe day out — with clean, quiet power

wherever the gathering takes you.
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The short version
If you remember nothing else from this guide, remember these:

• An inverter generator's clean, quiet power is wonderful away from home — at tailgates,

reunions and markets, and job sites with no outlet.

• Heat is the hog: run a griddle, roaster, or food warmer one at a time and let the electronics

ride along easily on a small unit.

• In a crowd, carbon monoxide is the rule that never bends — never under a tent, awning,

canopy, or in a closed vehicle, and always well away from where people sit, exhaust

downwind.

• Be a good neighbor: eco mode for quiet, exhaust and noise pointed away, cords kept out

of the walkways, and the unit cable-locked in a public spot.

• Plan fuel for a long day, mind the weather and the GFCI, and call me if you'd like a hand

getting set up.
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help — I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right — or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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