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I Read this first — panel work is a licensed electrician's job

A generator interlock kit is installed inside your home's electrical panel, and panel work
is among the most dangerous jobs in any house. The power inside a panel can injure
or kill even with the lights off, and a wiring mistake can start a fire or push deadly
voltage back onto the lines outside, where a utility crew may be working. Adding an
interlock — the sliding plate, the generator breaker, and the inlet it connects to — is a
licensed electrician's job, almost always with a permit and an inspection. It is never a
do-it-yourself project, and it is never something | do myself. This guide is here to help
you understand, choose, and safely use an interlock — not to wire one. And please,
never try to shortcut all this by backfeeding a generator through a wall or dryer outlet
with a double-ended cord; that shortcut kills people, and an interlock kit is the safe,
legal way to do the very thing it tempts you to do. A permit and an inspection are how
you know the panel work was done right — they're part of what makes an interlock the
safe, legal choice, not extra red tape.

Doing it right — and why that's good for you

Adding an interlock to your panel almost always means a licensed electrician, a
permit, and an inspection. That can sound like fuss and paperwork, but it's really
one of the best protections you have — and this guide explains why, gently.

I'm Bill. I know the word 'permit’ makes some folks groan. But when the work is inside your
electrical panel, a permit and inspection are a genuine safeguard: an independent expert
confirming that the very thing meant to protect your family was done right. That's not
bureaucracy — it's a second opinion you'd want anyway.

Here's the reassuring part: pulling the permit is the electrician's job, not yours. Your part is
mostly making sure it happens and tucking the paperwork away. Let me walk you through the
whole thing, one calm step at a time.

[0 Wondering how permits work where you live?

Rules differ from town to town and county to county. I'm glad to help you understand
what your area asks for and make sure your electrician does it by the book. Call or text
(330) 200-8042.
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Permits and inspection, on one page

If you remember only these, you understand why doing it by the book matters.

0 A permit is your local authority's OK for the work, so an inspector can confirm it's safe.

0 The inspection checks the interlock plate, the generator breaker, the grounding, and the
inlet.

0 Its heart is confirming the plate truly keeps the main and generator breakers from ever
being on together.

0 Your licensed electrician pulls the permit — it's their job, not yours.
0 Skipping it can bite you later with your insurance and when you sell the house.

0 A good electrician treats the permit as a routine part of the job.

[0 Welcome the inspection
An inspection is a second expert confirming your safety, at no extra worry to you.
That's something to want, not to dodge.
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What a permit actually is

Let's start plainly, because the word carries more dread than it deserves.

A permit is simply your local building or electrical authority's permission to do a specific piece
of work — here, adding an interlock, a generator breaker, and an outdoor inlet to your panel. It
puts the job on the record so a trained inspector can come confirm it was done safely and to
code. In most places, electrical work like this legally requires one.

Think of it less as a fee to grumble about and more as the official 'yes, and we'll check that it's
safe.' For work that could cause a shock or a fire if done wrong, that check is well worth
having.

O Permission plus a safety check
A permit isn't just paperwork — it's what triggers the inspection that confirms your
family is protected.
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What the inspector looks at

An inspector isn't there to nitpick — they're confirming the handful of things that
keep you safe.

« Theisolation. That the sliding plate truly makes it impossible for your main and generator
breakers to be on at the same time — the whole safety point.

« The generator breaker. That the breaker feeding power in from your generator is the right
kind and correctly installed.

« The grounding and neutral. That your shock protections still work when the house is
running on generator power.

« The listed kit and the inlet. That the interlock is an approved kit made for your panel,
mounted properly, and that the outdoor inlet is wired safely.

In other words, the inspection confirms exactly the subtle things our grounding-and-neutral
guide says are easy to get wrong. That's why an expert signing off on them is reassuring, not
scary.

I'A check on the things that matter most
The inspector's list is the same list of safety features that make an interlock worth
having. Their sign-off means those features really work.
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Who pulls the permit

Good news: this part isn't on your shoulders at all.

Your licensed electrician normally pulls the permit as part of the job — they know your local
requirements, fill out the paperwork, and coordinate the inspection. A reputable electrician
does this as a matter of course. If you ever get the sense one is trying to avoid pulling a
permit, that's worth paying attention to — more on that later.

0 Confirm it's included
When you get a quote, just ask: 'Does this include pulling the permit and the
inspection?' The answer should be a confident yes.
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How the process usually goes

The steps are straightforward, even if the exact timing varies by area.

0 Your electrician pulls the permit before or around the time of the work.

0 They install the interlock plate, the generator breaker, and the inlet to code.

0 Aninspector visits to review the work — sometimes the same day, sometimes later.
0 If all's well, the work is approved and signed off.

0 You keep a copy of the permit and the approval with your home papers.

How long between install and inspection depends on your local office's schedule, so | won't
guess at a timeline — ask your electrician what's typical in your area.

[0 Ask about the timeline
Knowing whether the inspection is same-day or a week out tells you when your project

is truly, officially complete.
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Why 'skip the permit' is ared flag, not a favor

Sometimes someone offers to skip the permit to save you a little money. Here's
why that's not the favor it sounds like.

Skipping the permit means no independent confirmation that the work is safe — on wiring that
can shock or start a fire. And an electrician willing to dodge the permit is showing you how
they think about safety and the rules, before they've even opened your panel. The small
savings up front can cost far more down the road, and it tells you something you'd rather
know now.

I' A permit protects more than safety
Unpermitted panel work can jeopardize an insurance claim and snag a home sale. The
permit is cheap insurance against much bigger headaches.
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It protects the line crews, too

An interlock's whole job is keeping your generator's power out of the utility lines —
and the inspection confirms it does.

When it's installed right, an interlock makes sure power can never flow backward onto the
lines outside, where a utility crew may be working to restore your neighborhood. That
protection is the entire point, and the inspector's sign-off is how you know it's real and not just
assumed. Our how-it-prevents-backfeed guide explains the mechanism; the inspection
confirms it on your actual panel.

I The safe answer, confirmed
An interlock is the safe, legal way to do what dangerous backfeeding attempts — and
the inspection is your proof the safety was built in correctly.
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Two kinds of homes, two sets of needs

Permit rules are set locally, so exactly who you deal with can differ between an
incorporated town and a rural township or county.

If you live in town or the suburbs

In town, you're usually dealing with a city or village building department with a clear electrical
permit process. Your electrician will know the local office and how it likes things done.

« An incorporated town typically has a defined electrical permit process.

+ Your electrician knows the local building department and its inspector.

+ Scheduling the inspection is often routine in a town office.

« The core checks — the plate's isolation, grounding, the inlet — are the same everywhere.

If you are out in the country on a well

Out in the country, the permitting authority may be a county or township office rather than a
city, and one inspector may cover a wide area. The requirements still apply; it's just a different
office. A local electrician will know exactly who handles your address.

« Rural work may be permitted through the county or township, not a city.
« A local electrician knows which office and inspector cover your address.
« The well-pump circuit is part of what gets checked — one more reason to do it right.

« Requirements can vary by jurisdiction, so lean on a pro who works in your area.

[0 Not sure who permits your area?
Town, township, or county — I'll help you and your electrician sort out who handles
permits for your address. Call (330) 200-8042.
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What a permit costs

| won't quote a figure, because permit fees are set locally and they vary.

A permit fee is usually a modest part of the overall project, but the exact amount depends on
your local authority, so | won't guess at a number. Your electrician will know the local fee and
typically folds it into the quote. When you compare quotes, just make sure each one accounts
for the permit and inspection, so you're comparing the same complete job. Our
cost-and-quotes guide covers fair comparisons.

[0 Make sure it's in the quote
A permit left out of a quote can make it look cheaper than a complete one. Confirm
each quote includes both the permit and the inspection.
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Permits and your home insurance

This is a quiet but real reason the permit matters.

Home insurance generally expects electrical work to be done legally and to code. If
unpermitted panel work were ever tied to a fire or damage, an insurer could question or deny
a claim — a painful surprise at the worst possible time. A permitted, inspected interlock keeps
you on solid ground. I'm not an insurance expert, so a quick call to your own insurer answers
any specifics, and our code-and-insurance guide goes deeper — but ‘done by the book' is the
safe path either way.

[0 A quick call to your insurer
If you're curious how your policy views backup-power work, a short call to your agent is
worth it. Permitted work is the safe answer regardless.
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Permits and selling your home

Someday you or your family may sell the house, and this matters then too.

When a home sells, buyers and their inspectors often ask about electrical work, and
unpermitted changes can raise questions, lower offers, or hold up the closing. A properly
permitted interlock, with paperwork to show, is a selling point — evidence the work was done
right. Backup power is already attractive to buyers; documented, permitted work turns it from
a question mark into a genuine plus.

[0 A documented install is an asset
Permitted, inspected work with paperwork behind it is one more way doing it right pays
off, long after installation day.
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If the inspector flags something

Occasionally an inspector notes something to fix. That's the system working, not a
disaster.

If the inspector flags something, your electrician corrects it and the work is re-inspected. This
is routine and nothing to panic over — it's exactly why the inspection exists. A reputable
electrician handles any corrections as part of doing the job right, and you end up with a setup
you can fully trust.

(0 A correction is the process working
If something gets flagged and fixed, that's the safety net doing its job — and you're
better off for it. Don't let it rattle you.
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Keep the paperwork

A little filing now saves headaches later.

0 Keep a copy of the permit itself.

0 Keep the signed inspection approval or certificate.

0 Keep the electrician's invoice and any interlock-kit paperwork.
0 Store it all with your home papers — and note where, for later.

0 Snap phone photos of the documents as a backup.

00 Future you will be grateful
When you sell, refinance, or file an insurance claim, these papers prove the work was
done right. They're worth keeping safe.
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Red flags to watch for

How an electrician treats permits tells you a lot about how they'll treat your safety.

'We can skip the permit to save you money.' A real red flag — thank them and move on.
+ Vagueness about the inspection or about who handles it.
+ Pressure to decide fast without a written quote that includes the permit.

« No license, or reluctance to show one — interlock work requires a licensed electrician.

I SKipping the permit is a warning sign
An electrician willing to dodge the permit is showing you how they think about safety
and rules. That's worth knowing before they touch your panel.
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Your simple part in all this
Your role is light — mostly making sure it happens and keeping the paperwork.

+ Ask that the quote include pulling the permit and the inspection.
« Confirm your electrician is licensed for panel work.
« Be available for the inspection if the inspector needs to get in.

+ File the permit and approval with your home papers.

O I'll help you keep it straight

If the permit process feels confusing, I'll help you ask the right questions and keep the
paperwork organized. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Myths about permits

A few myths lead people to skip something that protects them. Here's the truth.

'Permits are just a money grab.' The fee funds an inspection that confirms your family's
safety.

+ 'Nobody will ever know.' Insurance and home sales often surface unpermitted work —
and safety was never about getting caught.

« 'My electrician's good, so we don't need it." Even fine work benefits from an
independent check — and it's the law.

« 'It'll drag on for weeks.' The electrician handles it; timing varies but is usually reasonable.

I The permit is for you
Every myth here forgets who the permit protects: you. It's a safeguard wearing a
bureaucratic hat.
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The quiet confidence of doing it right

Here's the feeling that doing it by the book leaves you with.

When your interlock is permitted and inspected, you never have to wonder whether it was
done right. An independent expert has confirmed that the plate isolates, the grounding is
correct, and the inlet is safe. Your insurance stands on solid ground, and your paperwork is
ready for whatever the future holds. That quiet confidence — knowing it's truly right — is
worth far more than the small cost and effort of the permit.

00 Do it once, do it right
This is a once-in-many-years project. Doing it by the book means never
second-guessing it. That's what | want for you. (330) 200-8042.
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Common Questions

The questions | hear most about permits and inspection for an interlock.

Q: Do | really need a permit for an interlock kit?
In most areas, yes — it's panel work, which legally requires a permit and inspection. Your
licensed electrician will know your local rules.

Q: Who gets the permit — me or the electrician?
Your licensed electrician normally pulls it as part of the job. Just confirm the quote includes
both the permit and the inspection.

Q: What does the inspector actually check?

That the sliding plate truly keeps the main and generator breakers from ever both being on,
plus the generator breaker, the grounding and neutral, and the inlet — all done correctly and
to code.

Q: What if the work doesn't pass the first time?
The electrician corrects whatever's flagged and it's re-inspected. That's routine — the process
working as intended.

[0 More permit questions?
Call or text (330) 200-8042 and I'll help you understand what your area requires.
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How | help with the paperwork side

| don't issue permits or wire panels — but | keep the process from feeling
overwhelming.

I'll help you make sure your quotes include the permit and inspection, confirm your electrician
is licensed, understand what the inspector will check, and keep the paperwork organized for
the future. It's the kind of behind-the-scenes help that makes doing it by the book feel simple
instead of stressful. | don't do the licensed electrical work myself — for that, I'll line up a
trustworthy local pro.

0 Let me keep it simple
Permits don't have to be a headache. Call or text (330) 200-8042 and I'll help you
handle this part with confidence.
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The short version to carry with you

If the details blur, hold onto these.

0 A permit and inspection are how you know the interlock was installed right.
0 The inspection confirms the plate isolates and the grounding and inlet are safe.
0 Your electrician pulls the permit; you keep the paperwork.

0 An electrician who wants to skip the permit is a red flag, not a bargain.

[0 Keep this guide handy

When you're comparing quotes, this page reminds you to confirm the permit is included
in each one.
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You don't have to do this alone

You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

| hope this guide made permits and inspection for a generator interlock kit feel a little less
daunting and a lot more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back
to a page whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what | do. | come to your home, work at your
pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the
parts that don't need me on-site | can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit
comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. | don't do the licensed electrical or gas work
myself — for that I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

O Bill's Home Tech —real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all
of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever
not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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The Permit Process

Straightforward, and mostly the pro's job

o || © |[ © |[ ©
Electrician Installs to code Inspector Approved and
pulls it Plate, breaker, reviews filed
Local permit, = and inlet = Confirms it's = You keep the
their job safe paperwork
\_ J \\ J \\ J y

If something needs fixing, it's corrected and re-inspected.
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Why Do It by the Book

What the permit protects

Done by the book Skipped
Safety Expert-confirmed Unchecked
Insurance On solid ground May be at risk
Home sale A selling point Can snag a sale
Peace of mind No Lingering doubt

second-guessing

A permit's small cost prevents much bigger headaches.
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A Good Pro, or a Red Flag?

How they treat permits tells you a lot

What do they say?

'We'll pull the 'Skip it to save Vague about the
permit'? money'? inspection?
4 N\ N\ [ N\
Good sign -- Red flag -- Ask directly, or
that's right move on find another pro
\ J J J
[ An electrician willing to dodge the permitis telling you how they treat safety. ]

llustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ
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What the Inspector Confirms

The safety points on your panel

o || @ || © ©
The isolation Generator Grounding, The kit and
Plate blocks breaker neutral inlet
both breakers on =1 Right kind, " Shock protection " Listed, mounted,
wired right still works labeled
\_ J \\ J \\ J y

These are the very things that make an interlock safe.

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 27 of 29

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



A

BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

Need a Real Person?

You do not have to remember all of it.
You just have to remember you can call.
Friendly, in-home tech help -- | come to you.

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, | will
make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,
no fine print. That is how | would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com

Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM
— Bill

Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC - 30+ years of tech experience - Serving Portage County since 2025 - Fully Insured
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A Note From BIll

A quick note from Bill.
| write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so | can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or
the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or
climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

.'i'-'-;

l"

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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