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! Read this first — panel work is a licensed electrician's job

A generator interlock kit is installed inside your home's electrical panel, and panel work

is among the most dangerous jobs in any house. The power inside a panel can injure

or kill even with the lights off, and a wiring mistake can start a fire or push deadly

voltage back onto the lines outside, where a utility crew may be working. Adding an

interlock — the sliding plate, the generator breaker, and the inlet it connects to — is a

licensed electrician's job, almost always with a permit and an inspection. It is never a

do-it-yourself project, and it is never something I do myself. This guide is here to help

you understand, choose, and safely use an interlock — not to wire one. And please,

never try to shortcut all this by backfeeding a generator through a wall or dryer outlet

with a double-ended cord; that shortcut kills people, and an interlock kit is the safe,

legal way to do the very thing it tempts you to do. Doing an interlock by the book — a

listed kit, a permit, and an inspection — is what makes it code-recognized, unlike the

dangerous backfeeding shortcut, and it is always a licensed electrician's job.

Why doing it by the book matters
This guide explains, in plain English, why installing an interlock properly — with a

listed kit, a permit, and an inspection — protects you in ways that go beyond safety,

touching your insurance and even the future sale of your home.

I'm Bill. Right up front, an honest note: this is general information to help you ask good

questions, not legal or insurance advice. I'm a tech helper, not a lawyer, a code official, or an

insurance agent. Rules genuinely vary from one town and one policy to the next, so the real

answers for your home come from your local building department and your own insurer. I'll

point you to both, more than once.

What I can do is explain why the by-the-book path is the smart one, so the whole subject feels

less mysterious and you know who to ask.

★ Have a question as you read?

If any of this feels murky, just call or text me at (330) 200-8042. I'm glad to help you

understand it and figure out who to ask for the specifics — there's never a charge to

ask a question.
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The whole idea, on one page
If you remember only these, you've got the heart of it.

❑ A listed, approved interlock kit is a code-recognized way to connect a generator —

backfeeding is not.

❑ Local code, plus a permit and inspection, is how the install gets confirmed as done right.

❑ Keep your permit and inspection paperwork with your home records.

❑ An unpermitted or DIY hookup can create insurance problems if there's ever a fire or

injury.

❑ It can also complicate selling your home or an appraisal down the road.

❑ Rules vary — always check your local building department and your own insurer.

✔ One sentence to keep

Doing it by the book — listed kit, permit, inspection, paperwork kept — is what protects

your safety, your insurance, and your home's value all at once.
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What 'by the book' actually means
The phrase sounds stuffy, but it comes down to three simple things.

Doing an interlock by the book means, first, using a listed and approved interlock kit — a

recognized device, not a homemade workaround. Second, having a licensed electrician install

it and pull a permit. Third, letting your local inspector confirm the finished work. Those three

steps turn 'I hope this is safe' into 'an expert confirmed it is.' Everything else in this guide flows

from that idea.

✔ Three simple steps

A listed kit, a permit with a licensed electrician, and an inspection. That's the whole

by-the-book path, and it's the same one that protects you later.
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A listed interlock is code-recognized
This is the single most important thing to understand — and it's what sets an

interlock apart from a dangerous shortcut.

Listed, approved interlock kits are recognized as a legitimate way to connect a portable

generator to a home's panel. They're designed and tested for the job, and electrical codes

generally recognize them, which is exactly why an inspector can approve one. Backfeeding

through a wall or dryer outlet, by contrast, is not a recognized method anywhere — it's

dangerous and illegal. The interlock is the safe, legal way to do the very thing backfeeding

dangerously attempts.

I'll keep it general here on purpose: the specifics of which codes apply, and how they read,

are for your local building department and your electrician to confirm for your home.

! Recognized, not a workaround

A listed interlock is a recognized device an inspector can approve. Backfeeding is not

— our dangers-of-backfeeding guide explains why that difference matters so much.
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How local code and the permit confirm it
Code and the permit work together to give you an independent check on important

work.

Because an interlock ties a generator into your home's electrical system, most areas require a

permit and an inspection. The permit puts the work on record, and the inspection is a local

official confirming it was done to your area's code. That's a second set of expert eyes on work

that really matters — it protects you, it protects the utility crews on the lines, and it gives you

proof the job was done right. What code requires and how the process runs vary by area, so

your local building department is the authority for your home.

✔ The permit isn't red tape

Think of the permit and inspection as an expert double-check you get to keep as proof.

Our permits-and-inspection guide walks through the whole process.
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Keep your permit and inspection paperwork
The paperwork is small, but it's worth holding onto for years.

When the job is done, you'll have records: the permit, the inspector's sign-off, and your

electrician's invoice. Keep them together with your other important home papers — the ones

you'd reach for about your roof or your furnace. This paperwork is your proof that a licensed

professional did the work and that it passed inspection. You may never need it, but if a

question ever comes up from an insurer or a home buyer, having it right at hand turns a worry

into a simple answer.

✔ A drawer, not a memory

Keep the permit, the inspection sign-off, and the invoice together. It's a two-minute

filing job that can save a real headache later.
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Why an unpermitted hookup can cause insurance
problems
This is where a shortcut can quietly cost far more than it saved.

Home insurance is a contract, and in general it expects that work on your home was done

properly and legally. If a generator hookup was unpermitted or done by an unlicensed hand,

and there's ever a fire or an injury connected to it, that can complicate a claim — an insurer

may ask how the work was done. A permitted, inspected, licensed install, with paperwork to

show for it, is the opposite: it's evidence the job was done right. I'm speaking generally here,

because every policy is different, which is exactly why you check with your own insurer.

! A shortcut an insurer may question

An unpermitted or DIY hookup is the kind of thing an insurer can question after a fire or

injury. Doing it by the book, with paperwork, is your protection — confirm the details

with your insurer.
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Telling your insurer you have a proper connection
A short, friendly call to your insurance company is worth making.

Once your interlock is installed and inspected, it's a good idea to let your insurer know you

have a proper, permitted generator connection, and to ask whether they'd like anything for

their records. Every company handles this differently — some may simply note it, some may

ask a question or two — so the only reliable answer is the one you get from your own agent or

company. It's a small step that keeps everything above-board and can save confusion if you

ever need to file a claim.

✔ Ask your own insurer directly

Your agent can tell you exactly what, if anything, they want to know about your

generator connection. A quick call now beats a question at claim time.
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Two kinds of homes, two sets of needs
The principles are the same everywhere, but which office issues your permit — and

exactly what's required — can differ between town and country. Check locally

either way.

If you live in town or the suburbs

In town or the suburbs, your permit and inspection usually go through your city or village

building department, and the process is often a familiar, well-worn path for local electricians.

• Your city or village building department is typically your authority — confirm their process.

• Local electricians usually know the routine well, which keeps things simple.

• The interlock and its paperwork work the same as anywhere — listed kit, permit,

inspection.

• Tell your insurer once it's done, and keep the records.

If you are out in the country on a well

Out in the country, an unincorporated area may fall under a county building department or a

different authority, and requirements can vary, so it's especially worth confirming who issues

your permit before work begins.

• In rural areas the county or another office may be your authority — ask your electrician

who handles permits locally.

• Requirements can differ from town rules, so don't assume — confirm before the work

starts.

• If you're on a well, the generator connection that powers your pump is the same

by-the-book install.

• The same advice holds: keep the paperwork and tell your insurer.

★ Not sure who issues your permit?

Tell me your area and I'll help you figure out which office to call and what to ask — so

you start on the right foot. Call (330) 200-8042.
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It can matter when you sell your home
Backup power is a nice selling point — as long as it was done properly.

When you sell, a home inspection or appraisal may look at how your electrical system and

any generator connection were done. A permitted, inspected interlock with paperwork is a

clean, documented feature that can reassure a buyer. An unpermitted or DIY hookup, on the

other hand, can turn up as a red flag that raises questions, invites requests to fix or remove it,

or complicates the sale. Doing it by the book keeps this part easy. As always, the specifics

depend on your local rules and the sale itself, so treat this as general information.

✔ Documented is a selling point

A properly permitted interlock with paperwork is a tidy feature to hand a buyer. An

undocumented hookup can become a sticking point — another reason to do it right.
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Backfeeding is the opposite of code
It's worth stating plainly, because it's the whole reason the by-the-book path exists.

Everything good we've talked about — code recognition, a permit, an inspection, paperwork,

an insurer who's comfortable — is exactly what backfeeding lacks. Feeding a generator

through a wall or dryer outlet with a double-ended cord is not a recognized method, can't be

permitted or inspected, is illegal, and is deadly. The contrast is the point: the interlock lets you

do the same job the safe, legal, documented way. If you've ever been tempted by the

shortcut, the by-the-book interlock is the answer that keeps everyone safe and everything

above-board.

! Never backfeed

There is no permit, no inspection, and no insurer comfort for backfeeding — because

it's illegal and dangerous. The interlock is the legal way to do what it dangerously

attempts.
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The permit is protection, not a hurdle
If the permit ever feels like a nuisance, this is the reframe worth keeping.

It's tempting to see a permit as a fee and a delay. But look at what it actually buys you: an

independent expert confirming dangerous work was done safely, a public record that it

happened, and paperwork that answers an insurer's or a buyer's questions before they're

even asked. If an electrician ever offers to skip the permit to save you a little, that's a red flag,

not a favor — it trades away all of that protection. Our permits-and-inspection guide walks

through the process so it feels routine.

! Skipping the permit isn't a savings

The little saved by skipping a permit is dwarfed by the protection it provides. Insist on

doing it properly — it's your protection, kept on paper.
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Always check your local building department
This is the refrain of the whole guide, so here it is on its own page.

Because codes and permit processes vary from place to place, the single most reliable thing

you can do is ask your local building department — the authority having jurisdiction for your

home. They can tell you what's required in your area, who issues the permit, and how the

inspection works. A good licensed electrician deals with them all the time and will usually

handle the permit as a normal part of the job, but it never hurts for you to know who your

authority is. Nothing in this guide replaces what they tell you.

✔ Your local office is the authority

For what your area actually requires, your local building department is the final word.

Your electrician can point you to the right office if you're unsure.



CHECK YOUR INSURER BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 15 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

Always check with your own insurer
The other refrain: for anything about coverage, your insurer is the authority, not me.

I can tell you, in general, that insurers expect home work to be done properly and that

documentation helps — but I can't tell you what your specific policy says, and I won't pretend

to. Every company and every policy is different. So for any real question about how a

generator connection affects your coverage or a claim, call your own agent or company and

ask them directly. That's the only answer you can rely on, and getting it is as easy as a phone

call.

✔ Your policy is the final word

For coverage questions, your own insurer is the authority. A short call now gives you

answers you can trust, tailored to your policy.
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A simple paper trail to keep
Here's the short list of what's worth filing away.

• The permit for the interlock installation.

• The inspection sign-off showing the work passed.

• Your electrician's invoice, showing licensed, professional work.

• The interlock kit's paperwork, so you know it's a listed, approved device.

• A note of any call to your insurer, and what they told you.

Tuck these together with your important home papers. It's a small folder that quietly protects

you for as long as you own the home.

✔ One little folder

Everything above fits in a single folder or envelope. Future you — or a family member

— will be grateful it's all in one place.
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What I can and can't help with here
Let me be clear and honest about my role in all of this.

I'm not a lawyer, a code official, or your insurance agent, and I won't pretend to be. What I can

do is explain the by-the-book path in plain English, help you line up a trustworthy licensed

electrician who pulls the permit, help you keep your paperwork organized, and help you figure

out which office and which insurer to call for the specifics. The specifics themselves — what

code requires, what your policy covers — come from those authorities, and I'll always send

you to them rather than guess. That's the honest way to help.

★ A plain-English guide, honestly given

I'll help you understand the picture and find the right people to ask. For the legal and

coverage specifics, we'll go straight to the authorities. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Doing it right pays off quietly
The reward for the by-the-book path is mostly invisible — and that's a good thing.

When you do an interlock properly, most of the benefit is peace of mind you never have to

think about. The work is safe. The paperwork sits in a drawer. Your insurer has no surprises.

A future buyer sees a documented feature, not a red flag. You don't get a medal for doing it

right, but you also never get the nasty surprise that shortcuts can bring. In my experience, that

quiet confidence is worth every bit of the modest extra effort.

✔ Quiet is the reward

Done right, this whole subject just fades into the background — safe, documented, and

settled. That peace of mind is the real payoff.
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A plain-English summary — and a reminder
Let's gather the whole picture, with the honest caveat repeated one more time.

A listed interlock, installed by a licensed electrician with a permit and inspection, is the

code-recognized, documented, above-board way to connect a generator — the opposite of

dangerous, un-permittable backfeeding. Keep your paperwork, tell your insurer, and you've

protected your safety, your coverage, and your home's value together. And the reminder: this

is general information, not legal or insurance advice. For what applies to your home, your

local building department and your own insurer are the authorities — please check with both.

! General information, not advice

Everything here is meant to help you ask good questions, not to be legal or insurance

advice. The specifics for your home come from your building department and your

insurer.
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Common Questions
The questions I hear most about code and insurance.

Q: Is an interlock kit up to code?

A listed, approved interlock installed by a licensed electrician with a permit and inspection is

generally a code-recognized way to connect a generator — unlike backfeeding, which isn't.

What your area requires is set by your local building department, so confirm the specifics with

them.

Q: Will an interlock affect my home insurance?

In general, insurers expect work to be done properly, and a permitted, inspected, documented

install is the kind of thing that helps rather than hurts. But every policy differs, so ask your own

insurer directly — that's the only reliable answer.

Q: What happens if I skip the permit?

You lose the independent safety check and the paperwork, and an unpermitted hookup can

complicate an insurance claim after a fire or injury and can be a red flag when you sell. It's a

false savings — insist on the permit.

Q: Do you give legal or insurance advice?

No — I'm a tech helper, not a lawyer or an insurance agent. I'll explain the by-the-book path in

plain English and help you find the right people to ask, but the specifics come from your

building department and your own insurer.

★ Still have a question?

Call or text (330) 200-8042 anytime. I'm glad to help you understand the picture and

figure out exactly who to ask for your specifics.
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My honest take
After years of helping neighbors get ready for outages, here's how I sum up the

paperwork side.

I know code and insurance sound like the dull part of backup power, and I understand the

temptation to skip past them. But in my experience, this is the part that quietly saves people

from real trouble. Doing it by the book costs a little more time and a modest permit fee, and in

return it hands you safety, an insurer with no surprises, and a home you can sell without a

hitch. That's a bargain.

So my honest advice is simple: use a listed kit, use a licensed electrician who pulls the permit,

keep your paperwork, and make two short phone calls — one to your building department if

you have questions, one to your insurer. Then set the whole worry down for good.

★ Let's get it right together

There's no pressure and nothing to sell. I'll help you understand the path and line up

the right pro. Call or text (330) 200-8042.
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The short version to carry with you
If the details blur, hold onto these.

❑ A listed interlock with a permit and inspection is code-recognized — backfeeding never is.

❑ Keep your permit, inspection sign-off, and invoice with your home papers.

❑ An unpermitted or DIY hookup can complicate an insurance claim and a home sale.

❑ Rules vary — check your local building department and your own insurer; this is general

information, not advice.

✔ Keep this guide handy

This is the 'by the book' guide. Read it before you install, and keep it with the

paperwork you file away afterward.
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You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

I hope this guide made understanding the code and insurance side of an interlock kit feel a

little less daunting and a lot more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers,

come back to a page whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what I do. I come to your home, work at your

pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the

parts that don't need me on-site I can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit

comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. I don't do the licensed electrical or gas work

myself — for that I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

★ Bill's Home Tech — real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all

of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever

not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help -- I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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