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! Read this first — two honest truths about ground-mount solar

Two honest truths before we start, because they surprise a lot of good folks. First, a

ground-mounted solar array is a professional job. It takes a licensed installer, real

foundation work in your yard, building and electrical permits, and your utility's approval

to connect (that approval is called interconnection). This guide is here to help you

understand, plan for, and evaluate a ground mount; it is not a do-it-yourself project, and

I never want you digging footings, wiring an array, or opening an electrical panel.

Second, a plain grid-tied solar system — roof or ground, without a battery — shuts

itself off during a power outage, even in bright sunshine. That is a required safety

feature, so the system cannot put electricity onto the lines while the crews are repairing

them. If keeping the lights on during an outage matters to you, you will need a battery,

and we will talk about that plainly. On cost, I'll be honest with you the whole way

through: I won't guess a single price, because only a real quote from a licensed

installer tells the truth for your home.

The honest cost picture
You probably came here hoping for a number. I respect that — and the most

honest thing I can do is explain the cost clearly without making one up. So that's

what this guide does.

I'm Bill, and I run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. In 30-plus years of helping

folks with home technology, I've learned that a made-up price does more harm than good. It

sets false expectations and it helps the wrong salespeople. I'd rather teach you how the cost

works.

So here's my promise for this guide: no guessed prices, no payback math, no percentages.

Just a plain look at why a ground mount costs what it does, what moves that number up and

down, and how to get a real, trustworthy figure from a licensed installer. The only dollars you'll

see from me are my own $99 visit and $49 remote help.

★ Want a second set of eyes on a quote?

When you've got quotes in hand, I'm glad to sit with you and go through them in plain

English — with nothing to sell you and no commission to earn. Call or text me at (330)

200-8042.
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The cost picture, on one page
If you read nothing else, read this. Here's the honest heart of it in a handful of plain

points.

❑ A ground mount usually costs more to build than a roof mount.

❑ That's because it needs its own structure, foundation, and often a trench.

❑ Distance to the house, soil, site prep, and size all move the number.

❑ The extra buys real value: ideal aiming, easy upkeep, no roof wear.

❑ Only a real quote from a licensed installer is an honest number.

❑ Get two or three quotes, and ask for both roof and ground priced.

❑ Confirm any incentives with a tax professional — the rules change.

✔ A guess is worse than no number

Anyone who quotes you a firm price without seeing your property is guessing. The real

figure comes from a licensed installer who has walked your land — and it's worth the

wait.
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Why I won't put a price on it
You came here wanting a number, and I understand. But the most honest thing I

can tell you about cost is why I won't guess one.

Every ground mount is different. The price turns on your soil, how far the array sits from your

house, the kind of foundation your ground calls for, the size of the system, and a dozen local

details. Any number I made up would be a guess dressed up as a fact — and that's exactly

what these guides refuse to do.

So instead of a fake figure, I'll give you something more useful: a clear picture of what drives

the cost up and down, and how to read a real quote when you get one. The only honest

number for your home comes from a licensed installer who has actually looked at your

property.

✔ A real quote beats any guess

When you're ready, a good installer will walk your land and give you a real, written

number. That's worth more than any range you'll read online — mine included.
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Why a ground mount usually costs more
Let's start with the honest headline: for the same panels, a ground mount generally

costs more to build than putting them on your roof.

A roof already gives you a structure to hang panels on. A ground mount has to create that

structure from nothing — posts or footings set in the earth, a metal frame to hold the panels at

their angle, and usually a trench to carry the wiring back to the house. That's simply more

material and more labor.

None of that makes a ground mount a bad deal. It just means the extra you pay upfront buys

you real things — a sturdier setup, ideal aiming, and far easier upkeep. Our

ground-versus-roof guide weighs those benefits in full. Here, we're just being straight about

the price side.

✔ More to build, but more to gain

The higher cost isn't waste — it's the structure, the aiming, and the easy access you

don't get from a roof. Whether that trade is worth it depends on your property and what

you value.
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What you're actually paying for
It helps to see where the money in a ground mount actually goes. Here are the

pieces, in plain terms.

• The panels and electronics — the same heart as any solar system.

• The foundation — posts driven in, concrete footings, or heavy ballast.

• The racking — the metal frame that holds the panels at their angle.

• The trench and wiring — the underground run back to your electrical panel.

• The labor — skilled hands to design, build, wire, and inspect it all.

• The permits and paperwork — the approvals that keep it legal and safe.

Every one of these is real work by real professionals. When you look at a quote, you're seeing

all of it bundled together — which is why a good installer can break it down and explain each

part to you.

✔ Ask for the breakdown

A trustworthy installer will happily show you what each part of the job costs. That

transparency is a good sign — and it helps you compare one quote to another fairly.
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What pushes the cost up
A few things can make a ground mount cost more. Knowing them helps you

understand your own quote.

• Distance from the house — a longer trench means more digging and more wire.

• Tricky soil — rock, a high water table, or heaving clay can call for a stouter foundation.

• Site prep — clearing, grading, or hauling over difficult access adds work.

• A bigger system — more panels means more of everything.

• Extras — a battery, a fancy tracker, or heavy screening all add to the total.

Notice that several of these are about your particular land, not about solar in general. That's

the whole reason a real site visit matters so much — the ground itself helps set the price.

✔ The land helps write the price

Two homes can get very different quotes for the same-size system, purely because of

soil, distance, and access. That's normal, and it's why a walk of your property is step

one.
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What can bring the cost down
It's not all upward pressure. Several choices and lucky breaks can keep a ground

mount more affordable.

• A spot close to your electrical panel — a short trench is a cheaper trench.

• Good, drivable soil — easy ground can mean a simpler, quicker foundation.

• Easy, open access for equipment — less hand labor, less hauling.

• Right-sizing the system to your real needs rather than overbuilding.

• Keeping it simple — a plain fixed mount avoids the cost of trackers and extras.

When two sunny spots would both work, the one nearer the house and on kinder ground often

costs noticeably less. A good installer will point these trade-offs out as you plan together.

✔ Closer and simpler is usually cheaper

If you can put the array on good ground near your panel and keep the design simple,

you take real money off the top — without giving up much at all.
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The value that offsets the cost
Cost is only half the story. A ground mount pays you back in ways that don't show

up on the invoice.

Because the panels can be aimed and tilted ideally, they often make better use of the very

same equipment. Because you can reach them from the ground, cleaning, snow, and service

are simple and safe. And because nothing is bolted to your house, your roof is spared

entirely.

Add it up and a ground mount can be easier and cheaper to live with over the decades, even

though it costs more to build. That's the honest full picture — higher upfront, real value over

time. I won't put numbers to any of it, but it's worth weighing right alongside the price.

✔ Weigh the whole lifetime, not just day one

The extra cost is paid once; the benefits — better sun, easy upkeep, an untouched roof

— last for decades. For the right home, that's a trade many folks are glad they made.
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Two kinds of homes, two sets of needs
Where a ground mount lands on cost depends a lot on whether you're on a tight

town lot or out on open acreage — the land itself shapes the number.

If you live in town or the suburbs

In town or the suburbs, a sound roof is often close by and the yard is small, so a roof mount is

frequently the cheaper, simpler choice. If a ground array does fit, it's usually a short run back

to the panel.

• A close, sound roof often makes a roof mount the lower-cost option in town.

• A small yard array usually means a short, less costly trench.

• Check HOA and township rules before counting on a yard array.

• Ask to see both roof and ground priced so you can compare fairly.

If you are out in the country on a well

Out in the country, roofs on older homes and barns vary, and open land is plentiful — but the

array may sit a good way from the house. Distance and soil become the big cost drivers.

• A far corner of the property can mean a long, pricier trench.

• Rural soil and access vary widely, so the foundation cost does too.

• Sparing an old farmhouse roof can be worth real money down the road.

• A real site visit matters most where the land is big and varied.

★ Want help reading your quotes?

Bring me your roof and ground quotes and I'll help you compare them honestly, line by

line, with nothing to sell you. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Cost now, value over the decades
One of the trickiest things about solar cost is that you pay most of it at the start, but

the value comes in slowly, year after year.

That's true of roof and ground mounts both, and it's why a bigger upfront number doesn't tell

the whole story. A ground mount that costs more to build but runs cleaner, easier, and longer

can be the better deal when you look across its whole life — not just install day.

I won't put a payback figure on it, because honest payback depends on your energy use, your

utility, and incentives that change. But do keep that long view in mind. The cheapest install

today isn't always the best value over twenty or thirty years.

✔ Think in decades, not just dollars today

A solar array is a long-lived thing. When you weigh two quotes, ask not just which

costs less now, but which will serve you better and cost less to keep for the long haul.
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The reroof nobody mentions
Here's a cost most folks never think about until it's staring at them: what happens to

roof panels when the roof underneath them wears out.

A roof doesn't last forever. When it's time to replace one that has panels on it, the panels

generally have to come down and go back up — extra work, and extra cost, on top of the

roofing itself. A ground mount sidesteps that entirely, because nothing is attached to your

roof.

If your roof is aging, that future expense is a fair thing to weigh against the ground mount's

higher upfront price. It won't show on any quote, but it's real money down the road that a

ground array simply avoids.

✔ An aging roof tips the math

If your roof might need replacing before too long, a ground mount avoids ever having to

remove and reinstall panels to reroof. That hidden saving deserves a place in your

thinking.
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Comparing quotes apples-to-apples
The single best thing you can do for your wallet is learn to compare quotes fairly.

Here's how to line them up.

• Make sure each quote covers the same-size system, so you compare like with like.

• Check that permits, the trench, and the utility connection are all included.

• Look for what's NOT included — extras and add-ons can hide in the fine print.

• Compare the warranties and the service promises, not just the bottom line.

• Ask each installer to break the price into parts you can actually see.

A lower number isn't a better deal if it leaves out things the other quote includes. Getting them

onto the same footing is the only way to know which is truly the better value.

✔ The bottom line isn't the whole story

Two quotes can differ because one includes things the other quietly leaves out. Line

them up part by part, and the real comparison becomes clear.
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Ask for both roof and ground priced
If your home could go either way, here's a simple move that pays off: ask to see

both options quoted.

A good installer can price a roof mount and a ground mount for the same home, so you can

see the cost difference sitting right next to the benefits. That turns an abstract 'ground costs

more' into a concrete choice you can actually weigh.

Sometimes the gap is smaller than folks expect, and the ground mount's easy access wins

the day. Other times the roof is clearly the sensible pick. Either way, you decide with real

numbers in front of you instead of guesswork.

✔ Seeing both makes the choice real

When the roof and ground prices sit side by side, the decision stops being theoretical.

You can see exactly what the ground mount's benefits are costing you — and judge for

yourself.
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Financing, in plain terms
Many folks pay for solar over time rather than all at once. That's fine, but it's an

area to walk into with your eyes open.

There are cash purchases, loans, and lease-style arrangements, each with its own trade-offs

in who owns the system and what you pay over time. I won't quote you rates or terms,

because they vary and they change — and honestly, this is a place where the details matter

enormously.

Have your installer lay out the options clearly in writing, and read every line before you sign. If

a salesperson rushes you or waves away your questions about the financing, that's a reason

to slow down, not speed up.

! Never let anyone rush you on the money

High-pressure financing is where good folks get hurt. Take the paperwork home, read it

slowly, and have someone you trust look it over. A real deal is still there tomorrow.
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Incentives change — ask a tax professional
You may have heard there are tax credits or other incentives for going solar. There

often are — but this is one place I really can't be your guide.

Incentives come and go, they have rules and deadlines, and what's true this year may not be

true next year. Whether one applies to you depends on your taxes and your situation, which is

exactly the sort of thing a qualified tax professional handles and I don't.

So please don't take any incentive as a promise from me or from a salesperson. Confirm

what's actually available, and what it means for you, with a tax professional and with your

installer — in writing, before you count on a dime of it.

! Confirm every incentive with a tax pro

Never let an incentive you haven't confirmed drive your decision. Rules change and

salespeople oversell. A tax professional will tell you what truly applies to your situation.
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Reading a quote without getting dazzled
A solar quote can look like a lot of jargon and big figures. Here's how to read one

calmly and keep your footing.

• Find the total, then find the parts — a good quote shows both.

• Check exactly what's included: permits, trench, connection, and cleanup.

• Look for the warranties on the panels, the electronics, and the workmanship.

• Note any assumptions the installer made, and ask about anything unclear.

• Watch for pressure — 'today only' pricing is a red flag, not a bargain.

You don't need to understand every technical term. You need to know what you're buying,

what's covered, and what happens if something goes wrong. A patient installer will explain all

of it without making you feel rushed.

✔ There's no such thing as a silly question

If a line on the quote doesn't make sense, ask. A good installer welcomes questions; a

pushy one dodges them. How they answer tells you a great deal.
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When a price seems too good to be true
Every so often a deal lands that looks far cheaper than the rest. Please treat that as

a warning, not a win.

A price well below everyone else's usually means something's missing — corners cut on the

foundation, permits skipped, cheap parts, or a crew that won't be around when you need

them. Solar done wrong is expensive to fix, and a bargain that fails you is no bargain at all.

Be especially wary of door-knockers and high-pressure pitches with deals that vanish if you

don't sign today. A real, fair price from a reputable local installer is still fair next week. Our

choosing-an-installer guide covers telling the good ones from the rest.

! Cheap and pushy is a bad combination

A rock-bottom price paired with pressure to sign now is the classic setup for trouble.

Slow down, get other quotes, and never sign under pressure. Good installers don't

need to rush you.
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The quiet power of several quotes
If there's one habit that saves folks the most money and worry, it's this: get more

than one quote.

Two or three quotes from reputable local installers show you the real range for your home,

reveal what each includes, and quietly keep everyone honest on price. It's a little more effort

upfront, and it pays for itself many times over.

Getting several quotes also lets you compare the people, not just the prices — who explained

things clearly, who answered your questions, who you'd actually want on your property. That's

worth as much as any dollar figure.

✔ Three good quotes beat one lonely one

Even if you liked the first installer, get a couple more quotes. You'll understand your

real options far better, and you'll choose with confidence instead of hope.
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How to get to a real number
Here's the whole path from 'I wonder what it costs' to a real, trustworthy figure you

can act on.

❑ Get clear on your goal — lower bills, outage backup, or both.

❑ Line up two or three reputable local installers for quotes.

❑ Have each one walk your property and look at your roof and land.

❑ Ask for both roof and ground priced, broken into parts.

❑ Confirm any incentives with a tax professional, in writing.

❑ Compare the quotes apples-to-apples, the people included.

❑ Take your time, and never sign under pressure.

✔ This is the only honest 'price'

Follow these steps and the number you end up with is real — built on your actual

property, not a guess. That's the only cost figure worth trusting.
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Questions to ask about cost
Bring these to each installer so the money side stays clear and honest.

Q: Can you price both a roof mount and a ground mount for my home?

A good installer can and will, so you can see the difference against the benefits. If they'll only

quote one without explaining why, ask more questions.

Q: What's driving the cost of the ground mount specifically?

You want to hear about your distance to the panel, your soil and foundation, and site access

— real, property-specific reasons, not vague hand-waving.

Q: What's included, and what would be extra?

Make sure permits, the trench, the connection, and cleanup are in the number, and ask what

common add-ons would cost on top.

✔ Straight answers on money matter most

How an installer talks about cost tells you how they'll treat you all the way through.

Clear, patient, itemized answers are exactly what you're looking for.
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Common Questions
The questions I hear most about what a ground mount costs.

Q: So how much does a ground mount actually cost?

Only a real quote can answer that honestly, because it depends on your soil, your distance

from the house, the foundation, and the size. Anyone who gives you a firm number without

seeing your property is guessing.

Q: Is a ground mount always more expensive than a roof mount?

Usually it costs more to build, because it needs its own structure and often a trench. But its

easy upkeep, ideal aiming, and sparing your roof can make it the better value over the long

haul.

Q: Are there tax credits or incentives?

Often there are, but they change and they have rules. Please confirm what actually applies to

you with a tax professional and your installer — never take an unconfirmed incentive as a

promise.

Q: Should I just go with the cheapest quote?

Not on price alone. A very low number often leaves things out or cuts corners you'll pay for

later. Compare what's included, the warranties, and the people — then choose the best value,

not just the smallest figure.

★ Want a hand making sense of it?

Solar quotes can feel overwhelming, and I'm glad to sit with you and go through them

in plain English, with nothing to sell and no commission to earn. Call or text me at (330)

200-8042.
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You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

I hope this guide made what a ground mount costs compared with a roof mount feel a little

less daunting and a lot more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come

back to a page whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what I do. I come to your home, work at your

pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the

parts that don't need me on-site I can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit

comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. I don't sell solar and I don't do the licensed

electrical work or the install itself — I help you understand it all, ask the right questions, and

line up a trustworthy local solar installer, so you never feel talked into anything.

★ Bill's Home Tech — real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all

of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever

not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help -- I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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