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! Read this first — carbon monoxide is the real danger

A running generator's exhaust contains carbon monoxide — an invisible, odorless gas

that can kill in minutes. Never run a generator indoors, in a garage, in a shed, or on a

porch, not even with the door open and a fan going. Run it outside only, well away from

the house — the safety agencies say at least 20 feet — with the exhaust pointed away

from every window, door, and vent. Put battery-backup carbon-monoxide alarms on

each floor and outside the bedrooms. If an alarm sounds, or anyone feels dizzy, sick,

or sleepy, get everyone into fresh air first and ask questions later. And keep this front

of mind all winter: being cold, snowed in, or worn out is never a reason to bring a

generator inside, into a garage, or into a shed — and drifting or piled snow must never

be allowed to block the exhaust.

Start here: winter is when the temptation is strongest
Cold weather is exactly when you most need a generator — and exactly when the

shortcuts that get people hurt feel the most reasonable. This guide is about staying

both warm and safe, without ever trading one for the other.

I'm Bill. For 30-plus years I've helped folks around Portage County through Ohio winters, and

I'll be honest with you: the cold plays tricks on good judgment. When it's dark and freezing

and the snow is coming sideways, the idea of pulling the generator into the garage 'just to get

it out of the weather' can feel like common sense. It's one of the most dangerous things you

can do.

Winter stacks the odds in carbon monoxide's favor — houses are sealed up tight against the

cold, windows stay shut, and the pull to bring the generator closer or under cover is at its

strongest. Every rule in this guide exists to keep you safe at exactly that moment.

★ We can set your winter spot up now

The best time to work out where the generator goes in the snow is a calm day before

the first big storm, not during one. If you'd like help picking a spot you can reach and

keep clear all winter, that's just the kind of visit I take seriously. Call or text me at (330)

200-8042.
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The 60-second version
If you read nothing else in this guide, read this page.

❑ Cold is never a reason to bring a generator inside — not the garage, not a breezeway, not

a shed, not even in a blizzard.

❑ Keep the exhaust clear of snow at all times — a drift or blowing snow can block it and

push carbon monoxide back toward you.

❑ Set it on a dry, cleared, level spot up out of the snow, such as a platform or pavers.

❑ Use only an open, running-rated cover made to run over a generator — never a sealed

box, wrapped tarp, or enclosure.

❑ Clear and light a safe path so you can reach and check it at night without falling on ice.

❑ Cold-start help matters: the manual's cold-weather oil, a charged start battery, and a

warm-up before big loads.

! Two winter dangers, one page

Bringing it inside and letting snow bury the exhaust are the two mistakes that turn a

cold night deadly. Everything else in this guide protects against those two. If you

remember nothing else, remember them.
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Why winter is the most dangerous time for carbon
monoxide
It isn't bad luck that so many carbon-monoxide tragedies happen in cold weather.

Winter lines up several risks at once.

First, the temptation. Nobody wants to trudge out into a blizzard to tend a machine, so the

urge to tuck it into the garage or under the carport — somewhere out of the wind and snow —

is at its absolute strongest. That single urge, given in to once, is behind a great many

carbon-monoxide deaths.

Second, the sealed-up house. In summer a window might be cracked; in winter every door

and window is shut tight against the cold, so any carbon monoxide that reaches the house

has nowhere to go and builds quickly. Third, the snow itself, which can pile against the

exhaust and push the gas right back at the machine and the house.

! The cold doesn't forgive shortcuts

Generator carbon monoxide kills dozens of people every year, and the cold months are

when the temptations that cause it are strongest. Knowing that in advance is what

helps you hold the line on a miserable night.



NEVER BRING IT INSIDE BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 5 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

The one that takes lives: never bring it inside
This is the deadliest winter mistake there is, so it gets its own page. No storm, no

cold snap, no inconvenience ever makes it safe.

When the weather is at its worst, the garage feels like a reasonable compromise — out of the

snow, out of the wind, still 'sort of outside' with the door cracked. It is not. An open garage

door does not clear carbon monoxide fast enough to matter, and the gas seeps straight into

the attached house through every gap while everyone sleeps.

The same is true of a breezeway, a shed, a carport, a basement, or a covered porch. A roof

and walls trap exhaust no matter how cold it is outside, and sitting close to the house means

the gas drifts indoors. Cold is a reason to bundle up and place the generator well and cover it

correctly — never a reason to bring it under a roof.

! If it has a roof and walls, it isn't outdoors — in any weather

That simple test doesn't change with the temperature. Not the garage, not the shed,

not the carport, not the breezeway, not the basement — no matter how deep the snow

or how bitter the cold. Outdoors means truly out in the open air, always.
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Keep the exhaust clear of snow
Even a generator placed perfectly can become dangerous if snow is allowed to

block its exhaust. In a storm, this needs your attention.

Blowing and drifting snow can pile up against a running generator faster than you'd expect. If

snow blocks the exhaust, the carbon monoxide has nowhere to go and can be pushed back

around the machine — and toward the house. Deep snow can even bury a low-sitting unit

entirely over a long night.

That's why placement up out of the snow and regular checks during a storm go together.

Raising the generator helps, an open running-rated cover helps, but neither replaces going

out to look. During heavy snow, check every so often that the exhaust outlet and the air

around the machine are clear, and gently clear away any buildup.

! A blocked exhaust is an invisible emergency

You won't see or smell the carbon monoxide backing up from a snow-blocked exhaust.

That's exactly why it's so dangerous, and why battery-backup CO alarms inside and a

quick check outside during a storm are both non-negotiable.
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A dry, raised, level place to stand
In winter, where the generator stands matters as much as how far away it is. The

goal is to keep it up out of the wet and snow, on solid footing.

Set the generator on a dry, level surface that keeps it up off the ground and above the snow

— a purpose-made composite pad, a set of pavers, or a sturdy raised platform all work. This

keeps meltwater and slush away from the machine, keeps the exhaust farther from drifting

snow, and gives you stable footing when you tend it.

• Level and stable, so the generator can't tip or shift on ice or soft ground.

• Raised up out of the snow — pavers, a composite pad, or a solid platform.

• Still at least 20 feet from the house, exhaust pointed away from every window, door, and

vent.

• Somewhere the wind won't pack a drift straight onto it, if you have any choice in the matter.

✔ Set the pad before the ground freezes

Laying pavers or setting a pad is far easier in the fall than clawing at frozen ground in

January. Pick and prepare the winter spot early, while it's still pleasant to be outside.
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A cover made to run over — never a sealed box
Keeping snow and rain off the generator is smart. Doing it with the wrong cover is

deadly. The difference is whether the exhaust can freely escape.

Use only an open-sided cover or canopy specifically made to be used while the generator

runs — often called a running cover or a running-rated cover. These shield the machine from

falling snow and rain while leaving the sides open so exhaust and heat escape and fresh air

gets in.

Never run a generator inside a sealed enclosure, a wrapped tarp, a storage tent, a

doghouse-style box, or anything that traps the exhaust. Those turn the space around the

engine into the same deadly trap as a garage. A cover keeps the weather off the top; it must

never close in the sides.

! A tarp wrapped around it is an enclosure

Wrapping a tarp snugly around a running generator to keep the snow off traps carbon

monoxide exactly like a shed does. If a cover closes off the sides, it's an enclosure —

and it's dangerous. Open sides, always.
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Clear and light a safe path to it
In winter you'll be walking out to the generator in the dark, on snow and ice, maybe

more than once a night. That path deserves as much thought as the spot itself.

Keep a route to the generator shoveled, sanded or salted, and lit, so you can reach it to check

the exhaust, add fuel, or shut it down without risking a fall. A bad fall on the ice in the cold and

dark is its own serious danger, especially as we get older — and it's entirely preventable.

• Shovel and treat the path before you'll need it, not at 2 a.m. in a storm.

• Light it — a motion light, a lantern by the door, or a good headlamp kept where the

generator is.

• Keep a shovel and some sand or salt right by the door for quick touch-ups during a long

storm.

• If the footing is truly treacherous, ask someone to go with you or hold a light.

★ Reaching it safely is part of the plan

A safe spot you can't get to safely isn't really safe. I'm glad to help you lay out a path

and lighting that work for you, so tending the generator in winter never means risking a

fall. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Helping it start in the cold
Cold is hard on engines. A few simple steps make the difference between a

generator that fires right up in a freeze and one that fights you.

• Use the cold-weather oil your manual recommends — the right oil flows when it's freezing,

so the engine turns over more easily.

• Keep an electric-start battery charged — cold saps a weak battery, and a maintenance

charger helps units that sit.

• Keep the pull-cord recoil starter in good shape as a backup, in case the battery is weak on

the coldest morning.

• Let the engine warm up with no load before you add big loads — a cold engine doesn't like

a sudden heavy pull.

None of this is complicated, but it's the kind of thing that's much easier to set up in advance

than to sort out in a freeze. Our maintenance-for-safety guide covers the cold-start points in

more depth, including oil and battery care.

✔ Warm hands make for safer work too

Good gloves you can still work in, and a warm-up plan for you as well as the machine,

make winter tending safer. You make better decisions when you're not frozen and

rushing.
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Fuel choices in bitter cold
Cold weather changes how your fuel behaves, and it's worth knowing before a

deep freeze so there are no surprises.

Propane has a quirk worth understanding: in bitter cold, propane can struggle to vaporize —

to turn from liquid in the tank into the gas the engine burns — especially from a small tank

running a heavy load. It doesn't mean propane won't work in winter, but it's a real

consideration, and larger tanks handle the cold better. Your installer can help you plan for it.

Gasoline doesn't have that vaporizing issue, but it does go stale, so keep it fresh and

stabilized through the season. Whatever the fuel, keep enough on hand for a long winter

outage, stored safely and never indoors, and never add fuel to a running or hot engine.

! Never refuel a running or hot generator — ever

Spilled fuel on a hot engine can catch fire in an instant. Shut the generator off and let it

cool before adding fuel, in every season — and be extra careful when cold hands make

spills more likely.
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Carbon-monoxide alarms matter most in winter
The same sealed-up house that keeps you warm also traps any carbon monoxide

that finds its way in. Winter is when your alarms earn their keep.

In cold weather the windows stay shut and the house is sealed against drafts, so carbon

monoxide that drifts in doesn't clear on its own the way it might in summer. Battery or

battery-backup alarms on every level and outside every sleeping area are your early warning,

and winter is the season to be certain they're fresh and working.

• Test every alarm at the start of the cold season and monthly through it.

• Confirm fresh batteries, and replace any alarm past the date printed on it.

• Remember other winter carbon-monoxide sources too — a furnace with a snow-blocked

vent, or a car warming up in the garage.

• Keep at least one alarm close enough to sleeping areas to wake a sleeping person.

! A sealed house needs working alarms even more

Our guides on carbon-monoxide alarms and their placement go deeper, but the winter

headline is simple: the tighter your house is buttoned up against the cold, the more

you're relying on those alarms to warn you.
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Two kinds of homes, two sets of needs
Snow and cold create different challenges depending on where you live — though

the core rules never bend for either one.

If you live in town or the suburbs

In town, the challenge is tight space and other people's snow — narrow lots, plowed piles,

and shared driveways can eat up the room you have to place the generator safely.

• Even with the driveway plowed and space tight, it's still 20-plus feet out and never in the

attached garage.

• Watch where the plow throws snow — don't let a plowed pile end up burying your

generator or its exhaust.

• On a shared driveway, keep the exhaust aimed away from the neighbor's doors and

windows as well as your own.

• A small raised pad in a corner of the yard often beats trying to squeeze the machine in

close to the house.

If you are out in the country on a well

Out in the country, the challenge is deep snow, long distances, and long outages — the

generator may run unattended overnight for days, far from the door, in drifts that build fast.

• Deep drifts mean checking the exhaust more often during a storm, and raising the unit well

up out of the snow.

• Long overnight runs make working alarms and a couple of storm-time checks even more

important.

• A longer walk to the generator makes a cleared, lit, treated path essential, not optional.

• Plan fuel for a long outage — and if you're on propane, remember a bigger tank handles

bitter cold better.

★ Let's winter-proof your setup together

Whether you're working around plowed piles in town or deep drifts out in the country,

I'm glad to help you set a safe winter spot, a good cover, and a path you can trust. Call

(330) 200-8042.



SNOW LOAD AND CHECKS BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 14 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

Snow load and checking during the storm
A generator running through a snowstorm needs an occasional look, both to keep

the exhaust clear and to keep snow from piling up where it shouldn't.

Falling and drifting snow doesn't stop just because the machine is running. Over a long storm

it can load up on top of a cover, pile against the sides, and creep toward the exhaust. An open

running cover sheds most of it, but heavy, wet snow can still build up and needs clearing so it

doesn't smother the machine or block airflow.

So during a real storm, plan to check on the generator every so often — bundled up, on your

cleared path, with a light. Look that the exhaust is clear, the sides are open, snow isn't

packing up around it, and it's running smoothly. Clear away buildup gently, then head back in

and warm up.

✔ Set a reminder so checks don't get forgotten

When you're warm inside, it's easy to let the checks slide. A phone timer or a clock on

the counter is a simple nudge to bundle up and take a look before too long goes by.
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Your winter readiness plan
A little preparation before the first storm means no hard decisions in the middle of

one. Here's the winter checklist.

❑ A safe outdoor spot chosen and prepped — 20-plus feet out, raised, level, exhaust

pointed away.

❑ An open, running-rated cover on hand — never a sealed box or wrapped tarp.

❑ A path to the generator that you can shovel, treat, and light before the storm.

❑ Cold-weather oil, a charged start battery, and fresh, stabilized fuel ready to go.

❑ Every carbon-monoxide alarm tested, with fresh batteries and none past its replacement

date.

❑ A plan to check the exhaust and clear snow every so often during a long storm.

★ Get it ready on a good day

Every item here is easy on a calm afternoon and miserable in a blizzard. If you'd like a

hand getting your winter setup squared away before the cold sets in, that's exactly

what I'm here for. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Winter mistakes that take lives
Cold-weather carbon-monoxide tragedies come back to a small handful of mistakes

again and again. Knowing them is real protection.

• Pulling it into the garage or shed to escape the cold or snow — the most common fatal

mistake there is.

• Letting snow block the exhaust, so carbon monoxide backs up toward the machine and

the house.

• Wrapping it in a tarp or sealed cover to keep snow off, turning the space around it into a

deadly trap.

• Setting it right in a drift, so it gets buried over a long night and the exhaust chokes.

• Skipping storm-time checks because it's cold out, so a blocked exhaust goes unnoticed.

• Letting alarms go dead in the very season a sealed-up house needs them most.

! None of these folks meant to take a risk

Every one of these was someone cold, tired, and trying to stay warm — not someone

being careless. That's exactly why the rules matter most on the worst nights, when

good judgment is hardest to hold onto.
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Reaching it safely on a winter night
Tending a generator in winter often means going out in the dark, on ice, in the cold

— and that carries its own risks worth taking seriously.

A fall on the ice can be as serious as anything the generator itself poses, especially as we get

older or if balance isn't what it once was. The cold adds its own danger if you're out longer

than planned. None of this should scare you off — it just means the walk out deserves a little

respect and planning.

• Dress for longer outside than you expect, in case a check takes more time than planned.

• Use good footing — boots with grip, a treated path, and a hand free for a rail or a light.

• Carry a charged phone in case you need help, and let someone know you're heading out.

• If conditions are truly dangerous underfoot, wait for a lull or ask for a hand rather than

pushing through.

★ Let's make winter tending safe for you

If getting out to the generator in the snow worries you, you're not alone, and there are

good ways to make it safer and easier. I'm glad to help you set them up. Call or text me

at (330) 200-8042.
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Myths people believe — and the truth
Cold weather brings out a few dangerous beliefs. Here's the honest version of

each.

Myth Fact

'It's fine in the garage if it's cold enough outside.' Cold doesn't change carbon monoxide. A
garage is never safe, in any weather.

'The door is cracked, so the garage is
ventilated.'

A cracked door doesn't clear CO fast enough.
Outdoors only, always.

'Wrapping it in a tarp just keeps the snow off.' A snug tarp traps exhaust like a shed. Use only
an open running cover.

'Snow on it is harmless.' Snow can block the exhaust and push CO back,
or bury the unit. Keep it clear.

'Propane works the same in any cold.' In bitter cold propane can struggle to vaporize,
especially from a small tank.

! The cold makes bad ideas sound reasonable

Every myth above feels more convincing when you're freezing. That's exactly when to

trust the rule over the feeling. Warm doesn't have to mean unsafe.
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Questions worth asking
A few plain questions that clear up most of the winter confusion I hear.

Q: It's freezing — can't I just run it in the garage this once?

No — never, not even once, not even in a blizzard. Cold doesn't make a garage safe. Bundle

up, place it outdoors and well away, and cover it correctly instead.

Q: How do I keep snow from blocking the exhaust?

Raise the unit up out of the snow, use an open running cover, point the exhaust away from

where snow drifts, and check it every so often during a storm.

Q: What kind of cover is safe to run it under in the snow?

An open-sided cover or canopy made to be used while it runs. Never a sealed box, tent, or

wrapped tarp — the sides must stay open so exhaust escapes.

Q: Why won't my generator start in the cold?

Often it's thick oil, a weak start battery, or stale fuel. Cold-weather oil, a charged battery, and

fresh fuel fix most of it — our maintenance guide has the details.

★ There's no silly question here

Winter is the season I most want you to call rather than guess. Reach me at (330)

200-8042 any time you want to talk through your cold-weather setup.
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Common Questions
The questions I hear most from folks working through this guide, answered plainly.

Q: Is it really that dangerous to run it in the garage in winter?

Yes. Running it in a garage is the most common fatal generator mistake there is, and cold

weather makes the temptation worse. An open door does not make it safe. Outdoors only,

always.

Q: How often should I check on it during a snowstorm?

Often enough that snow never builds up on the exhaust — every so often through a heavy

storm. Keep a cleared, lit path so checking is safe and quick.

Q: Can I leave it running unattended overnight in winter?

It's often necessary during a long outage. Make it safer with good placement, an open cover,

working alarms inside, and a check on the exhaust before bed and again if you're up.

Q: Should I bring it into the basement to keep it from freezing?

Never. A basement is an enclosed space and just as deadly as a garage. If cold-starting is the

worry, use cold-weather oil and keep the battery charged instead.

! Read it again if it's been a while

This guide is worth a fresh look at the start of each cold season, or any time a new

generator or a new house changes your winter setup.
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Bringing it all together
Winter comes down to two unbreakable rules: never bring it inside, and never let

snow block the exhaust. Everything else supports those two.

Place it outdoors and well away as always, raise it up out of the snow, cover it with an open

running cover, clear and light a safe path, keep the exhaust clear through the storm, and keep

your alarms fresh. Do that, and you can stay both warm and safe through the hardest weather

of the year.

This guide builds on others in the category. The everyday placement and weather rules live in

our safe-placement-and-weather-protection guide, the distance rule itself in our 20-foot-rule

guide, and the cold-start details in our maintenance-for-safety guide. Winter doesn't replace

those rules — it just tests them harder.

★ Let's get you through winter safely

On a visit I'll help you set a safe winter spot, choose the right cover, lay out a path you

can keep clear, and make sure your alarms are ready. Call or text me at (330)

200-8042.
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If you remember only one thing
Out of everything in this guide, one idea matters more than all the rest combined.

No matter how cold it gets, the generator stays outside — never the garage, never the shed,

never the basement — and the exhaust stays clear of snow. Warmth is never worth carbon

monoxide, and there is always a safe way to have both.

! Say it back to yourself

Outside only, no matter the cold. Exhaust clear of snow. Raised, covered with open

sides, on a path I can reach. Alarms on inside. That's the whole winter rule.
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You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

I hope this guide made running a generator safely in winter feel a little less daunting and a lot

more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back to a page

whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what I do. I come to your home, work at your

pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the

parts that don't need me on-site I can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit

comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. I don't do the licensed electrical or gas work

myself — for that I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

★ Bill's Home Tech — real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all

of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever

not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help -- I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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