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! Read this first — carbon monoxide is the real danger

A running generator's exhaust contains carbon monoxide — an invisible, odorless gas

that can kill in minutes. Never run a generator indoors, in a garage, in a shed, or on a

porch, not even with the door open and a fan going. Run it outside only, well away from

the house — the safety agencies say at least 20 feet — with the exhaust pointed away

from every window, door, and vent. Put battery-backup carbon-monoxide alarms on

each floor and outside the bedrooms. If an alarm sounds, or anyone feels dizzy, sick,

or sleepy, get everyone into fresh air first and ask questions later. A permit and

inspection are about that same safety — the reason we place the generator outdoors,

at least 20 feet away, is the reason a local inspector checks that the wiring is done right

and can never backfeed onto the power lines.

Why permits protect you — and how the process
works
The word permit makes some folks groan, but a permit and an inspection are

quietly on your side. They are how you know the work is safe, your insurance

holds, and your home's value is protected.

I'm Bill. For 30-plus years I've helped folks around Portage County set up the gear in their

homes, and I'll tell you plainly: a permit is not red tape for its own sake. When part of a

generator install ties into your electrical panel or your gas, a permit brings in a trained local

inspector to confirm it was done right. That is a good thing to have on your side.

This guide explains what a permit is, which parts of a generator setup need one, who pulls it,

and what the process looks like in plain terms. It stays general on purpose, because the exact

rules and fees vary from place to place — so you'll also learn who to ask for the specifics in

your own town.

★ You don't have to handle this alone

The good news is that the permit is usually your electrician's job, not yours — and I

help you understand the whole process and line up a pro who takes care of it. If you'd

like a hand, call or text me at (330) 200-8042.



THE 60-SECOND VERSION BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 3 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

The 60-second version
If you read nothing else in this guide, read this page.

❑ A permit means a trained local inspector confirms the work meets code — which protects

your safety, your insurance, and your home's resale value.

❑ Panel connections, standby generator installs, and any gas work typically need a permit.

Plain extension cords to appliances do not.

❑ Your licensed electrician or installer usually pulls the permit as part of the job — one more

reason to hire a proper pro.

❑ The process is simple: the permit is applied for, the pro does the work to code, and a local

inspector checks it and signs off.

❑ Skipping a permit is a false economy — it can cost you an insurance claim, a smooth

home sale, or the price of redoing unsafe work.

❑ Rules, fees, and what's required vary by locality, so check with your local building

department for the specifics where you live.

! This page is worth reading twice

The heart of it is simple: a permit brings a second, trained set of eyes to work that must

be safe. Everything else in this guide just explains why that matters and how it flows.
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What a permit actually is
Let's start plainly, because the idea is simpler than the paperwork can make it

seem.

A permit is permission from your local government to do a specific piece of work, paired with

an inspection to confirm it was done correctly. For a generator, it applies to the parts that

involve your electrical panel or your gas lines — the parts where a mistake can be genuinely

dangerous.

The point of the permit is the inspection. A trained local inspector — often called the authority

having jurisdiction — checks that the work meets the electrical and safety codes. That check

is what stands between a proper installation and a hidden hazard nobody would notice until it

caused harm.

So a permit is really three things wrapped together: a record that the work was done, a

standard it had to meet, and an expert confirming it did. All three quietly protect you long after

the work is finished.

✔ Think of it as a second opinion

You would want a second opinion on something that mattered. A permit builds that

second opinion right into the job — a trained inspector confirming the work is safe, not

just the person who did it.
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Which parts of a generator setup need a permit
Not everything about a generator needs a permit. Here is the plain line between

what does and what does not.

The rule of thumb: if the work ties into your home's electrical panel or your gas lines, it needs

a permit. If it does not, it usually does not.

• Extension cords to appliances — no permit. Running an outdoor-rated cord from the

generator to a few appliances involves no house wiring, so no permit is needed.

• An interlock kit — yes. An interlock ties into your panel, so it is a permit job done by a

licensed electrician.

• A transfer switch — yes. A transfer switch also connects to your panel and needs a

permit and an electrician.

• A standby generator install — yes. A permanently installed standby unit involves panel

work, a pad, and usually gas, so it needs permits and inspection.

• Any gas work — yes. Connecting to natural gas or propane always needs the right permit

and a licensed pro.

✔ The cord path is the simple one

If you are only powering a few things with cords, you are in the no-permit lane — see

our extension-cords guide. The moment you connect to the panel or to gas, a permit

enters the picture, and that is a good thing.



WHO PULLS THE PERMIT BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 6 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

Who pulls the permit
Here is a relief for anyone picturing themselves in a long line at a government

counter: the permit is usually not yours to pull.

For the electrical and gas work, your licensed electrician or installer normally pulls the permit

as part of the job. They know the local process, they file the paperwork, and they arrange the

inspection. It is one of the things you are paying a proper professional to handle.

This is actually a useful test when you are hiring. A reputable pro will expect to pull the permit

and will say so plainly. Anyone who suggests skipping the permit to save time or money is

telling you something important about how they work — and our hiring-a-licensed-electrician

guide covers exactly what to listen for.

★ One more reason to hire right

When I help you line up an electrician, handling the permit properly is one of the things

I look for. It is a sign of a pro who does the whole job right, not just the fast parts. Call

me at (330) 200-8042 and I'll help you find one.
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The permit process, step by step
In plain terms, the process is a short, sensible sequence. Here is the whole thing.

First, the permit is applied for — usually by your electrician or installer, who files with the local

building department for the specific work. Then the pro does the work to code, wiring the

interlock, transfer switch, or standby unit the right way.

When the work is done, a local inspector comes out and checks it. If everything meets code,

the inspector signs off and the permit is closed — and that record stays with your home. If the

inspector finds something, the pro corrects it and it is re-checked. Either way, you end up with

work that has been confirmed safe.

✔ The inspection is the payoff

The inspection is not a hurdle at the end — it is the whole reason the permit exists. It is

the moment a trained expert confirms the work protecting your home is genuinely safe.

That is worth waiting for.
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Why skipping a permit is a false economy
It can be tempting to skip the permit to save a little time or money. It almost always

costs more in the end. Here is how.

• Insurance. If unpermitted work is ever tied to a fire or damage, an insurer may deny the

claim — leaving you to cover a loss the permit would have protected.

• Resale. Unpermitted electrical work can surface during a home sale or appraisal, holding

up the deal until it is corrected and inspected — often in a hurry, at a worse time.

• Safety. The permit is your independent check that the work is safe. Skip it, and a hidden

mistake — like a hookup that could backfeed — may go unnoticed.

• Doing it twice. Work that was never inspected sometimes has to be opened up, corrected,

and re-done later. That costs far more than doing it once, properly.

! Cheap now, expensive later

Skipping the permit saves a small sum today and risks a large one tomorrow — a

denied claim, a stalled sale, or a repair done twice. A permit is some of the cheapest

protection your home install can have.
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The rules vary by locality — so ask locally
Here is the honest part I cannot do for you: the exact rules, fees, and requirements

depend on where you live, and they change from one town or county to the next.

What needs a permit, how much it costs, which inspections are required, and who has

authority all vary by locality. A town, a village, and a rural county can each do it a little

differently, and there may be added rules from a homeowners' association or for a propane

tank. I won't quote you a fee or a rule here, because guessing at local specifics would do you

a disservice.

The right move is simple: your electrician or installer will know the local process, and your

local building department can tell you exactly what applies. A quick call to them, or letting your

pro handle it, gets you the real answer for your address.

✔ Two reliable sources for the specifics

For the exact rules where you live, ask your licensed pro — who does this locally all the

time — or call your local building department directly. Those two sources beat any

general guess, including mine.
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How permits tie back to safety
Everything in this category comes back to safety, and the permit is one more layer

of it.

The reason we place a generator outdoors and well away is to keep carbon monoxide away

from people. The reason we insist a licensed electrician wire the panel connection is to keep

deadly voltage from ever backfeeding onto the power lines. The permit and inspection are

how someone independent confirms those safety choices were actually carried out.

An inspector is trained to catch exactly the things that cause harm — a hookup that could

backfeed, a connection that is not properly isolated, a clearance that is too tight, a ground that

is not right. Catching those before they matter is the entire point. Our carbon-monoxide guide

and our why-backfeeding-kills guide explain the dangers the inspection is guarding against.

! An inspector catches what you can't

You cannot see a wiring mistake behind a panel cover, and neither can most of us. A

trained inspector can. That independent check is quietly protecting your family long

after the truck pulls away.
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How I help with the process
I am a tech helper, not a licensed electrician or an inspector — but there is a real,

useful role I play in all of this.

I help you understand the process so none of it feels mysterious. I help you plan the parts that

come before the wiring — your must-run list, where the generator will sit, where an inlet might

go. And I coordinate a trustworthy licensed pro who pulls the permit and does the work, so

you are not vetting strangers on your own.

Then, after the inspection is signed off, I help with the part I am genuinely good at: teaching

you to operate everything calmly and confidently, and making sure your CO alarms and your

storm-night routine are all in order. The licensed work stays with the pro; the understanding

and the hand-holding are mine.

★ I make the process feel simple

You do not have to become an expert on permits. You just have to remember you can

call someone who will walk you through it and line up the right pro. That someone is

me — reach me at (330) 200-8042.
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What inspection day looks like
The inspection itself is usually calm and quick. Here is what to generally expect, so

it holds no surprises.

On the scheduled day, a local inspector comes to look at the specific work. For an electrical

hookup, they confirm the connection is done to code and is properly isolated so it cannot

backfeed. Your electrician is typically there to answer questions and open up whatever the

inspector needs to see.

If everything is right, the inspector signs off and the permit is closed. If something needs

adjusting, they note it, the pro corrects it, and it is re-checked. It is not a test you can fail and

lose — it is a step that ends with your install confirmed safe, one way or another.

✔ Let the pro lead the day

You do not need to prepare anything technical for the inspection — that is your

electrician's job. If you have questions, jot them down and ask, but the day is really a

professional conversation between your pro and the inspector, with your safety as the

goal.



TWO KINDS OF HOMES BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 13 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

Two kinds of homes, two sets of needs
Permits work on the same principle everywhere, but who has jurisdiction and what

extra rules apply can differ between town and country.

If you live in town or the suburbs

In town or the suburbs, your permit usually runs through a city or village building department,

and the process tends to be well-worn and straightforward. You may have an extra layer to

consider, though.

• Your electrician typically pulls the permit through the municipal building department, which

handles these routinely.

• A homeowners' association may have its own rules about where a generator sits, how it

looks, or how loud it is — worth checking alongside the permit.

• Closer neighbors mean placement and noise rules can matter, so the inspection may look at

clearances with that in mind.

• The whole process is usually quick locally — one more reason to let a pro who works in your

town handle it.

If you are out in the country on a well

Out in the country, jurisdiction often falls to the county rather than a city, and gas usually means

a propane tank with its own set of rules — so there can be a few more pieces to line up.

• Permits often run through the county's building or health department, and the exact process

can differ from a city's.

• A propane tank has its own setback and installation rules, and connecting to it needs the right

permit and a licensed gas pro.

• Well pumps and other 240-volt loads may factor into the electrical inspection, so mention

them to your pro up front.

• With inspectors covering more ground, scheduling can take a little longer — plan ahead

rather than waiting for storm season.

★ Wherever you are, ask locally

Town or country, the surest way to get the real rules is to ask a local pro or your

building department — and I'm glad to help you find the right one and understand what

they tell you. Call (330) 200-8042.
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The paperwork, kept simple
The paperwork sounds intimidating and rarely is, especially when a pro is handling

it. Here is the plain shape of it.

A permit application describes the specific work to be done. Once approved, the work

proceeds, and one or more inspections are scheduled at the right stages. When the final

inspection passes, the permit is closed and that record becomes part of your home's history.

That record is quietly valuable. Years later, when you sell or refinance, being able to show

that the electrical work was permitted and inspected is exactly the kind of thing that keeps a

sale moving. Keep any paperwork your pro gives you with your other home documents.

✔ Keep the record with your home papers

Whatever documentation you receive — the permit, the inspection sign-off — tuck it in

with your deed and warranties. It takes a moment now and can smooth a sale or a

claim years down the road.
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Insurance, resale, and peace of mind
Two of the biggest reasons to permit the work have nothing to do with the day of

the install and everything to do with years later.

On insurance: home policies generally expect that work affecting your electrical system was

done properly and permitted. If a problem ever traces back to unpermitted work, a claim can

be denied. A permit keeps that protection intact, which is worth far more than the small cost of

the permit itself.

On resale: when you sell, buyers and appraisers may ask about improvements. Permitted,

inspected work is a clean, reassuring answer. Unpermitted work can raise questions, stall a

closing, or require last-minute correction. The permit you pulled at install time pays off exactly

when you least want a complication.

✔ A permit is really long-term protection

Think of the permit less as a cost at install and more as protection you are buying for

the years ahead — for a claim you hope never to file and a sale you may not be

planning yet. That is money well spent.
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Common mistakes to avoid
A handful of avoidable missteps come up around permits. Knowing them makes

them easy to sidestep.

• Skipping the permit to save a little — risking a denied claim, a stalled sale, or redone

work worth far more.

• Hiring someone who won't pull a permit — a clear sign to keep looking for a different

pro.

• Assuming the rules are the same everywhere — they vary by town and county, so

always check locally.

• Losing the paperwork — keep the permit and inspection record with your home

documents.

• Forgetting the gas side — gas work needs its own permit and licensed pro, separate

from the electrical.

! The biggest mistake is skipping it

If you take one warning from this page, take this: never let anyone talk you into

skipping the permit. It is the single choice most likely to cost you dearly later, and the

easiest one to get right.
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A word on gas permits
If your setup involves natural gas or propane, the gas side has its own permit path,

and it is never a do-it-yourself matter.

Connecting a generator to natural gas or propane is always a licensed professional's job — a

gas fitter or plumber, usually alongside the electrician. That work needs its own permit and

inspection, separate from the electrical work, because a gas mistake carries its own serious

dangers.

Natural gas in town and a propane tank in the country each come with their own rules, and a

propane tank in particular has setback and installation requirements. Our connecting-to-gas

guide and our standby pad-and-placement guide go deeper. The permit principle is the same:

a licensed pro does the work, and an inspector confirms it is safe.

! Never DIY gas, ever

If you ever smell gas, leave immediately and call the gas company or 911 from outside.

Gas work is always for a licensed professional with the proper permit — there is no

safe shortcut, and this is one line never to cross.
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Myths people believe — and the truth
A few mistaken beliefs about permits come up again and again. Here is the honest

version of each.

Myth Fact

'Permits are just a way to collect a fee.' The fee pays for an inspection — a trained
expert confirming the work is safe. That is the
real value.

'It's my house, so I don't need a permit.' Work tying into your panel or gas still needs a
permit, no matter who owns the home.

'No one will ever know if I skip it.' An insurer or a home buyer often will — and at
the worst possible moment for you.

'The rules are the same everywhere.' They vary by town and county. Always check
with your local building department.

'Pulling a permit is a hassle for me.' Your electrician usually pulls it as part of the job
— it is rarely your task at all.

! When in doubt, trust the rule

Each of these excuses sounds sensible for a moment, which is why they linger. When

something you have heard doesn't match this guide, trust the rule — and ask your local

building department.
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Questions worth asking
A few plain questions clear up most of the confusion I hear about permits.

Q: Do I need a permit for my generator?

If the work connects to your electrical panel or your gas — an interlock, transfer switch,

standby unit, or gas hookup — then yes. Plain extension cords to appliances do not. Your

local building department can confirm for your address.

Q: Who pulls the permit — me or the electrician?

Almost always your licensed electrician or installer, as part of the job. A pro who expects to

pull the permit is a pro doing it right.

Q: How much does a permit cost?

That varies by locality, so I won't guess. Your pro or your local building department can give

you the real figure for where you live.

Q: What happens during the inspection?

A local inspector checks that the work meets code — for a panel hookup, that it is done right

and cannot backfeed. If all is well, they sign off; if not, the pro corrects it and it is re-checked.

★ There's no silly question here

Permits can feel murky, and I'd far rather you ask than assume. Reach me at (330)

200-8042 any time you want to talk through what your setup needs.
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Common Questions
The questions I hear most from folks working through this guide, answered plainly.

Q: Can I really not connect a generator to my panel without a permit?

You should not. Panel connections need a licensed electrician and, in almost every area, a

permit and inspection. It protects your safety, your insurance, and your home's value.

Q: Will a permit slow down my install a lot?

Usually not much. Your pro builds it into the job, and the inspection is a short step at the end.

The small wait buys you confirmed-safe work and lasting protection.

Q: What if my house has old, unpermitted electrical work already?

That is worth having a licensed electrician look at, especially before adding a generator

hookup. They can advise what should be brought up to code and permitted going forward.

Q: Does a portable generator with just cords need a permit?

No. Running outdoor-rated cords from the generator to appliances involves no house wiring,

so no permit is needed — see our extension-cords guide. It's the panel and gas connections

that require one.

! The permit is on your side

It is easy to see a permit as a hurdle. It is truer to see it as protection — an

independent, trained check that the work keeping your family safe was actually done

right.
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Bringing it all together
A permit and inspection turn safe intentions into confirmed-safe work, and they

protect you for years after the truck leaves.

The line is simple: panel connections, standby installs, and gas work need a permit; plain

cords to appliances do not. Your licensed pro usually pulls it, does the work to code, and a

local inspector signs off. The exact rules vary by locality, so check with your building

department or let your pro handle it.

This guide sits alongside its neighbors. Our hiring-a-licensed-electrician guide helps you find

a pro who does permits right; our standby pad-and-placement guide covers the standby install

the permit oversees; and our connecting-to-gas guide covers the gas side and its separate

permit. Together they turn a daunting-sounding process into a series of sensible steps.

★ Let's make the process easy

I'll help you understand what your setup needs, plan the parts that come first, and line

up a licensed pro who handles the permit and inspection — then teach you to run it all.

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042.
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If you remember only one thing
Out of everything in this guide, one idea matters more than the rest.

A permit is not red tape — it is a trained inspector confirming that the work keeping your

family safe was done right. Panel and gas work need one, your pro usually handles it, and

skipping it is the false economy most likely to cost you later. When in doubt, ask your local

building department.

! Say it back to yourself

Panel or gas work means a permit. The pro pulls it. An inspector confirms it is safe.

The rules vary locally, so ask locally. That is the whole idea — and it protects your

safety, your insurance, and your home.
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You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

I hope this guide made permits and inspection feel a little less daunting and a lot more doable.

Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back to a page whenever you need it,

and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what I do. I come to your home, work at your

pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the

parts that don't need me on-site I can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit

comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. I don't do the licensed electrical or gas work

myself — for that I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

★ Bill's Home Tech — real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all

of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever

not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help -- I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM
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