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! Read this first — carbon monoxide is the real danger

A running generator's exhaust contains carbon monoxide — an invisible, odorless gas

that can kill in minutes. Never run a generator indoors, in a garage, in a shed, or on a

porch, not even with the door open and a fan going. Run it outside only, well away from

the house — the safety agencies say at least 20 feet — with the exhaust pointed away

from every window, door, and vent. Put battery-backup carbon-monoxide alarms on

each floor and outside the bedrooms. If an alarm sounds, or anyone feels dizzy, sick,

or sleepy, get everyone into fresh air first and ask questions later. Fuel stabilizer is

itself a flammable liquid, so measure, pour, and store it with the same care you use for

gasoline — capped tight, away from any flame, spark, or pilot light.

Let's make your fuel stabilizer actually work
Fuel stabilizer is one of the cheapest, easiest things you can add to a fuel plan —

and one of the most misunderstood. Used right, it buys your stored gasoline real

extra time. Used as an afterthought, it barely helps at all. This guide shows you

how to get the most out of a small bottle.

I'm Bill, and I run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. I've spent 30+ years helping

folks with the everyday things around their homes, and a bottle of stabilizer sitting unused on

a shelf is one of the small fixes I see most often.

We'll cover what stabilizer really does, when to add it, and — just as important — what it can't

do. No jargon, and no promise it can't keep.

★ There's no silly question here

If you're not sure whether your stabilizer is doing its job, or how much to use, that's

exactly the kind of thing I'm glad to walk through with you. Call or text me at (330)

200-8042.
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The whole guide, on one page
If you remember only these things, your stored fuel will stay in much better shape.

❑ Add stabilizer to gasoline at fill-up, while it's still fresh — not months later.

❑ Follow the product's own label for how much to use and how long it lasts.

❑ Stabilizer slows aging, it does not stop it — keep rotating your fuel too.

❑ Mix it in well, then run the engine a few minutes so treated fuel reaches the carburetor.

❑ Check whether your product is meant for gasoline, ethanol blends, or both.

❑ Stabilizer cannot revive fuel that has already gone stale.

✔ Timing is everything

Stabilizer works best mixed into fresh fuel from the start. Treat it like sunscreen, not a

cure — put it on before the damage, not after.



WHAT STABILIZER DOES BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 4 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

What's actually happening inside the bottle
You don't need a chemistry lesson — just a plain-English idea of the job stabilizer

does.

Gasoline is a blend of different compounds, and left alone, some of the lighter ones evaporate

while the rest slowly change into a sticky residue. That's what eventually gums up a

carburetor's tiny passages and leaves an engine unable to start.

A fuel stabilizer is an additive designed to slow that breakdown. It doesn't stop the clock, but it

meaningfully extends the calm window before fuel turns from good to questionable.

✔ Think of it as slowing the clock, not stopping it

Stabilizer buys you time — it doesn't grant fuel eternal life. That's exactly why we'll talk

about rotation right alongside it.
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Add it at fill-up, not as a rescue
Timing is the single biggest factor in whether stabilizer earns its keep.

The best time to add stabilizer is the moment you fill a can or top off a tank with fresh fuel.

Mixed in right away, it disperses evenly through fuel that hasn't started breaking down yet,

and it protects that fuel from day one.

• Add stabilizer as you fill, or right after, while the fuel is fresh.

• Use the amount the label calls for — more isn't better, and less may not do the job.

• Cap the container and give it a gentle shake or swirl so it mixes through.

• Write the date on the container, just as you would for any stored fuel.

✔ A common call I get

A common call I get is someone adding stabilizer to a can of gas that's been sitting for

a year already. It's not wasted, but it won't undo months of aging — next time, add it

the day you fill up.
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Follow the label — every product is a little different
There's one instruction that matters more than anything else in this guide: read

your specific product's label.

Stabilizer products vary in how much to use for a given amount of fuel and how long the

maker says the treatment lasts. Rather than go by a number that might not match what's in

your hand, measure by the label every time, and treat its stated window as the honest one to

plan around.

Added to fresh fuel Added to old, stale fuel

Mixes in fully Yes Not as evenly

Slows future aging Yes Only from that point

Undoes existing damage No No

Best result Full protection Limited help

✔ When in doubt, measure again

If you've lost track of the ratio or the timing, a quick look at the bottle settles it.

Guessing is the one shortcut not worth taking here.
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Get it all the way to the carburetor
Stabilizer in the tank only helps once it's actually moved through the engine's fuel

system.

Adding stabilizer to a tank and immediately parking the machine for the season leaves treated

fuel sitting in the tank, but the carburetor — the small part most likely to gum up — may still

have old, untreated fuel in it.

After adding stabilizer, run the engine for a few minutes. That circulates the treated fuel

through the lines and into the carburetor, so the part that fails first is the part that's actually

protected.

★ A step people skip

This is the step I see skipped most — folks add stabilizer and never run the engine. A

few minutes now can save a call to me, or a pro, come spring. Call (330) 200-8042 if

you'd like a hand.
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Gasoline blends and stabilizer products
Not every stabilizer is formulated the same way, and your fuel matters too.

Most pump gasoline today is blended with ethanol, and some stabilizer products are made

specifically with that in mind, while others are formulated a little differently. The label will tell

you what fuel the product is designed to treat.

• Check the label to confirm the product suits the gasoline you're using.

• If you use ethanol-free gasoline, note whether the product calls out that fuel too.

• When switching products, don't assume the ratio or timing carries over — read the new

label.

• Our guide on ethanol and ethanol-free gasoline covers how the fuel itself behaves in

storage.

✔ Match the product to the fuel

It only takes a moment to confirm the stabilizer you're holding is meant for the gasoline

in your can. That small check is worth the habit.
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Stabilizing the machine's own tank before storage
A generator, mower, or trimmer that's about to sit unused for a while deserves its

own dose.

Before you put a gas-powered machine away for the season, top off its tank with fresh fuel,

add stabilizer at the label's rate, and run it briefly so the treated fuel reaches the carburetor.

That's the difference between a machine that starts in spring and one that needs carburetor

work.

• Treat the tank before storage begins, not after you've noticed trouble.

• Run the engine a few minutes after adding stabilizer, every time.

• If a machine will sit for a long stretch, some owners prefer to drain the fuel system instead

— our long-term storage and draining guide walks through that choice.

• Either approach beats leaving old, untreated fuel sitting all season.

! Run it outdoors only

If you run any gas engine to circulate stabilizer, do it outdoors, never in a garage or

shed, and never indoors — the exhaust carries the same carbon monoxide risk as any

other time the engine runs.
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What stabilizer can't do
Knowing the limits keeps you from trusting stabilizer for a job it was never meant to

do.

Stabilizer is a preventer, not a cure. Once fuel has actually gone stale — smelling sour,

looking dark or cloudy, or separating in the can — adding stabilizer at that point won't reverse

the damage. It's simply too late to help that batch.

Stabilizer is also not a substitute for a rotation habit. Even treated fuel is best used well within

the window the label describes, not left indefinitely on the assumption it will keep forever.

! Don't ask stabilizer to do the impossible

If fuel already looks or smells off, stabilizer will not save it. Set it aside for proper

disposal and start fresh — our guide on disposing of old fuel safely covers how.
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Common mistakes people make
A handful of habits explain most of the disappointment people feel with stabilizer.

• Adding it as a last resort to fuel that's already old, expecting a full recovery.

• Guessing at the ratio instead of reading the label on hand.

• Skipping the short engine run that gets treated fuel to the carburetor.

• Assuming stabilizer means no more rotation is needed at all.

• Using a product meant for a different fuel without checking the label.

! The 'last resort' habit is the big one

Stabilizer works best as prevention, added the day you fill up. Waiting until fuel already

worries you is asking it to do a job it was never built for.
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Two kinds of homes, two sets of needs
How much stabilizer you go through, and how disciplined you need to be about it,

looks a little different depending on where you live.

If you live in town or the suburbs

In town or a close-in suburb, you're likely treating a can or two and maybe a small mower

tank, so a single small bottle of stabilizer covers you for a long while.

• A small bottle of stabilizer easily outlasts the modest amount of fuel most in-town homes

store.

• Fewer machines and smaller tanks mean fewer doses to keep track of.

• It's easy to let the bottle go unused for a year — check that it hasn't itself passed its own

stated shelf life.

• Pair stabilizer with our guide on how much fuel to keep, since in town a modest supply is

usually plenty.

If you are out in the country on a well

Out in the country, you may be treating a larger fuel reserve, a generator, and equipment like

a tractor or chainsaw, so stabilizer becomes a habit across several containers and machines.

• A larger fuel supply means more containers to treat and track — a simple log or labeling

system helps.

• Equipment that sits for a full season between uses — tractors, chainsaws, backup

generators — benefits most from a dose before storage.

• Buying a larger bottle of stabilizer can make sense when you're treating more fuel

regularly.

• Rural outbuildings can run hot or cold with the seasons; keep the stabilizer bottle itself

away from extreme heat, just like fuel.

★ Not sure how to build the habit?

Whether it's one can or a whole shed of equipment, I can help you set up a simple

system for treating and tracking your fuel. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Storing the bottle safely, too
The stabilizer itself is a fuel product and deserves the same respect as the gasoline

it treats.

Stabilizer concentrate is a flammable liquid, so store the bottle capped tightly, away from any

flame, spark, or pilot light, and out of reach of kids and pets — much like the fuel cans it's

meant to protect.

Keep it somewhere you'll actually remember to reach for at fill-up — near your fuel cans or

your gas can shelf makes it far more likely you'll use it consistently, rather than finding it

months later, unopened.

! Treat it like the fuel it protects

A stabilizer bottle can leak or spill just like a fuel can. Store it upright, capped, and in

the same safe, ventilated spot as your gasoline — never near the water heater,

furnace, or any pilot light.
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How long does the protection really last?
This is the question I get asked most, and the honest answer is a range, not a

guarantee.

Treated well and stored properly, stabilized gasoline commonly stays usable for roughly a

year, and some products claim longer. That's a meaningful step up from untreated gas, which

can start losing its edge in a matter of months.

But roughly a year is a general guide, not a countdown you can set a clock to. Heat, a loose

cap, or a container that isn't sealed well can all shorten it. Treat the number as a reason to

feel good, not a reason to stop checking.

✔ When in doubt, check the fuel itself

Our guide on how much fuel to keep and how to rotate it covers the simple

smell-and-look check that tells you whether stored fuel — treated or not — is still

trustworthy.
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Reading the label like a pro
The label is short, but it answers the two questions that matter most.

• How much to use for a given amount of fuel — usually shown as a ratio or a measured

cap.

• How long the maker says treated fuel stays in good shape.

• Whether the product is meant for gasoline, ethanol blends, or both.

• Any instructions about shaking, mixing time, or storage temperature for the bottle itself.

If the measuring cap or markings are hard to read, a bright light and a pair of reading glasses

solve most of it. If you're ever unsure, use a little less rather than guess high, and check with

the manufacturer if you want to be certain.

✔ Keep the bottle with the cans

Storing the stabilizer right next to your fuel cans means the label is always at hand

exactly when you need it.
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Stabilizer and your generator, specifically
A backup generator has a particular habit: it sits idle for months, then needs to start

on the first try.

That makes stabilizer especially valuable for generator fuel. Treat the fuel you store for it at

fill-up, and treat the fuel in the generator's own tank before you expect it to sit a while. Our

guide on matching the right fuel to your generator and our guide on runtime and fuel planning

both pair naturally with this habit.

If your generator runs on propane, this whole guide mostly doesn't apply to you — propane

stores for years without the aging problem gasoline has. It's one more reason many

households like a dual-fuel option.

★ I can build the habit in with you

On a visit, I can help you set up a simple stabilize-and-rotate routine around your

specific generator and how often you expect to use it. Call (330) 200-8042.
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It's not just for generators
Anything with a small gas engine that sits between uses benefits from the same

habit.

Mowers, trimmers, snow blowers, chainsaws, and pressure washers all share the same

carburetor vulnerability as a generator. Any of them that will sit for weeks or months —

especially over winter or between seasons — benefits from stabilized fuel and a short run to

circulate it.

• Treat seasonal equipment before you put it away, not when you pull it back out.

• A snow blower stored all summer and a mower stored all winter both qualify.

• Our guide on caring for fuel lines and the carburetor goes deeper on keeping these

engines happy long-term.

✔ One habit, many machines

Once stabilizing fuel becomes automatic for one machine, it's an easy habit to extend

to everything else with a small engine in the garage.
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Questions worth asking
Whether you're standing in the hardware store aisle or talking to me, these get you

real answers.

Q: How do I know how much stabilizer to use?

Check the label on your specific bottle — it will give you a ratio or a measured amount for a

given quantity of fuel. Don't guess; measure.

Q: Can I use the same stabilizer for my mower and my generator?

Usually yes, as long as the label doesn't restrict it to a particular fuel type you're not using.

When in doubt, check the label against the fuel in question.

Q: Does stabilizer go bad in the bottle?

Most products have a reasonably long shelf life of their own, but check the bottle for any date

or guidance, and store it capped, away from heat.

Q: Do I still need to rotate fuel if I use stabilizer?

Yes. Stabilizer extends the window, but it's not a substitute for using the oldest fuel first. Our

guide on how much to keep and rotation covers that habit.

✔ There's no silly question

Stabilizer feels like a small thing, but getting it right protects a machine you're counting

on. Ask until you're confident.
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A simple stabilizing checklist
Walk through this the next time you fill a can or put a machine away.

❑ I add stabilizer at fill-up, while the fuel is fresh.

❑ I measure by the product's own label, not by guessing.

❑ I run the engine briefly after treating a machine's own tank.

❑ I know my product works with the fuel I actually use.

❑ I still date my containers and rotate the oldest fuel first.

❑ I store the stabilizer bottle capped and away from any flame, like my fuel.

★ I'll help you set this up

If you'd like help building a stabilizing habit that actually sticks, that's a quick,

worthwhile conversation. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Handling stabilizer safely
It's a small bottle, but the same fire-safety habits that apply to gasoline apply here

too.

Pour stabilizer the same way you'd handle fuel: away from any flame, spark, pilot light, or

running engine, and outdoors or in a well-ventilated space when you can. Wipe up any drips

right away.

Keep the cap tightly closed between uses, store the bottle upright, and keep it out of reach of

children and pets — the smell and color can be mistaken for something else by curious

hands.

! It's fuel too

Don't let the small size of the bottle fool you — stabilizer is a flammable, fuel-related

product. Handle and store it with the same care as the gasoline it treats.
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Common Questions
The stabilizer questions I hear most often, answered plainly.

Q: Can I add stabilizer to a can of gas I filled months ago?

You can, and it's not wasted, but it won't undo the aging that's already happened. Going

forward, add it the day you fill the can for the best result.

Q: Will stabilizer let me store fuel forever?

No. It meaningfully extends how long fuel stays usable — commonly to roughly a year,

sometimes longer depending on the product — but it doesn't stop aging altogether. Keep

rotating.

Q: Is there a difference between stabilizer for gasoline and for ethanol blends?

Some products are formulated with one or the other in mind, and some cover both. Check

your label against the fuel you actually use.

Q: My generator has sat for a year with treated fuel in it — is it fine?

Maybe, but a year is well into the range where even treated fuel can start to fade. Check the

fuel's smell and look before trusting it, and consider rotating it out to be safe.

★ Still have a question on your mind?

That's what I'm here for. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042 and I'll give you a plain,

honest answer.
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How this fits with the rest
Stabilizer is one piece of keeping fuel ready — here's how the pieces connect.

This guide covered what stabilizer does, when to add it, and its limits. For safe containers and

where to store fuel in the first place, see our guide on storing gasoline safely at home. For

how much fuel to keep and the rotation habit that works alongside it, see our guide on how

much fuel to keep and how to rotate it. For why the fuel itself matters, our guide on ethanol

and ethanol-free gasoline is the natural next read.

When it's time to put a machine away for the season, our guide on long-term fuel storage and

draining walks through stabilizing versus draining the tank, and our guide on caring for fuel

lines and the carburetor covers keeping the engine itself happy for years.

★ One call covers all of it

You don't have to sort out which guide answers which question. Call or text me at (330)

200-8042, describe your setup, and I'll tell you plainly what's worth doing.
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You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

I hope this guide made using fuel stabilizer the right way feel a little less daunting and a lot

more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back to a page

whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what I do. I come to your home, work at your

pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the

parts that don't need me on-site I can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit

comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. I don't do the licensed electrical or gas work

myself — for that I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

★ Bill's Home Tech — real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all

of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever

not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill



AT A GLANCE BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 24 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



AT A GLANCE BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 25 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



AT A GLANCE BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 26 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



AT A GLANCE BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 27 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help -- I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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