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! Read this first — carbon monoxide is the real danger

A running generator's exhaust contains carbon monoxide — an invisible, odorless gas

that can kill in minutes. Never run a generator indoors, in a garage, in a shed, or on a

porch, not even with the door open and a fan going. Run it outside only, well away from

the house — the safety agencies say at least 20 feet — with the exhaust pointed away

from every window, door, and vent. Put battery-backup carbon-monoxide alarms on

each floor and outside the bedrooms. If an alarm sounds, or anyone feels dizzy, sick,

or sleepy, get everyone into fresh air first and ask questions later. Propane is heavier

than air, so a leak from a cylinder can pool low and out of sight instead of drifting away

— which is exactly why these cylinders live outdoors, never inside.

Let's get your propane cylinders stored the safe way
A propane cylinder is simple to live with once you know the handful of rules that

matter: keep it outdoors, keep it standing up, and keep it away from anything that

could spark or heat it. Get those right and you've done nearly all of the safety work

there is to do.

I'm Bill, and I run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. Propane cylinders come up

constantly with generator owners and grill owners alike, and the good news is the safe habits

are the same for both — and easy to learn.

This guide covers where a cylinder should live, why it has to stand upright, and how to spot

trouble before it becomes a real problem. For sizes, refills, and swapping a cylinder, our

propane tanks guide picks up right where this one leaves off.

★ There's no silly question here

If you're ever unsure whether your cylinder's spot is safe, that's exactly the kind of thing

I'm glad to look at with you. Describe your setup, or I'll come see it in person. Call or

text me at (330) 200-8042.
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The whole guide, on one page
If you remember only these things, your propane cylinders will be stored safely and

ready to use.

❑ Store every cylinder outdoors, in the open air — never inside the house, a basement, or

an attached garage, even when it's empty.

❑ Always keep it standing upright, with the valve closed fully when it isn't connected.

❑ Keep it well away from heat, direct prolonged sun, and anything that could spark or flame.

❑ Keep it clear of windows, doors, dryer vents, and air conditioner intakes, so a leak has

nowhere to drift inside.

❑ Only connect a cylinder to the generator outdoors, never near where the exhaust or

engine runs.

❑ Give the valve and connection a quick look before every use.

✔ A slow leak is the real danger

Propane itself is easy to store safely. What you're guarding against is a slow leak going

unnoticed in a closed-up space — which is exactly what outdoor, open-air storage

prevents.
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Outdoors, always — even when it's empty
This is the single rule that matters most, so let's start here.

A propane cylinder belongs outside, in the open air, full or empty. That includes the

basement, a closet, an attached garage, and anywhere else under the same roof as the

people you love. It feels natural to tuck a spare cylinder just inside the garage door for

convenience — but that convenience is exactly the risk.

An empty cylinder isn't actually empty. There is almost always a small amount of propane left

inside, enough to leak and collect in an enclosed space. Treat every cylinder, empty or full, by

the same outdoor rule.

! Never in the house, basement, or attached garage

Even a cylinder you believe is empty can leak. Keep every cylinder outdoors, whether

it's brand new, half used, or waiting for a refill.
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Standing upright, with the valve closed
Position matters almost as much as location.

A cylinder is designed to be stored and used standing on its base, valve up. Lying a cylinder

on its side changes how the liquid and vapor inside sit, and it simply isn't how these cylinders

are meant to be kept.

• Keep the cylinder standing on a stable, flat surface so it can't tip.

• Close the valve fully whenever the cylinder isn't in use.

• Leave the protective cap or collar on when the cylinder isn't connected.

• Never lay a cylinder on its side for storage or transport.

✔ Check twice, not just mostly

Get in the habit of checking that the valve is fully closed, not just mostly closed, every

time you disconnect a cylinder.
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Choosing a safe outdoor spot
Not every outdoor spot is equally good — a little thought here goes a long way.

Look for a spot that's well away from heat, from direct sun for long stretches, and from

anything that could spark or flame — a lit grill, a fire pit, a lit cigarette, or a welding area.

Shade or partial cover is a nice bonus, not a requirement.

• Away from the generator's exhaust and any running engine.

• Away from a grill, fire pit, or anywhere flame is common.

• Out of prolonged direct summer sun where heat can build up.

• On a stable, level surface where it can't tip or roll.

✔ Distance from ignition matters most

A cylinder in full sun is not automatically unsafe, but a cylinder near a flame or spark

always is. If you can only manage one, prioritize distance from anything that burns or

sparks.
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Keep it clear of the generator, and clear of the house
Two different kinds of distance matter here, and it's worth understanding both.

First, connect a cylinder to your generator outdoors only, and keep it away from where the

generator's own exhaust runs — the same carbon monoxide danger that applies to the

generator applies just as much to anything sitting near its exhaust stream. Our carbon

monoxide guide covers why that exhaust is dangerous in the first place.

Second, keep the cylinder itself away from the house's own openings — windows, doors,

dryer vents, and air conditioner intakes. If a cylinder ever did develop a slow leak, this

distance is what keeps that gas from finding its way inside instead of simply dispersing

outdoors.

! Two kinds of distance, one goal

Distance from the generator's exhaust protects you from carbon monoxide. Distance

from windows, doors, and vents protects you from a propane leak drifting inside. Both

matter, and neither replaces the other.
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A quick check before every use
This takes less than a minute and catches most trouble before it starts.

Before you connect a cylinder, look over the valve and the connection point. You're checking

for anything that looks damaged, corroded, or simply not right — a bent valve, a cracked

fitting, a rubber seal that looks worn or missing.

• Look at the valve itself for dents, corrosion, or damage.

• Check the connection threads for cross-threading or damage.

• Make sure any rubber seal or O-ring looks intact, not cracked or missing.

• Give the connection a gentle wiggle — it should feel solid, not loose.

! If anything looks off, don't connect it

A damaged valve or connection is not a job to work around. Set the cylinder aside and

have your propane dealer take a look before you use it again.
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Filling is the dealer's job, not a DIY project
Modern cylinders have a built-in safeguard, and it works best left to the

professionals who fill them every day.

Most cylinders made in recent years include an overfill-protection device — a valve built to

stop the fill at the right point automatically. That's genuinely reassuring, and it's also one more

reason filling belongs at a proper propane dealer or exchange station, where the equipment

and the training are set up to work with it correctly.

You don't need to understand the mechanism to benefit from it. Just take your cylinder to a

reputable dealer or exchange program, let them handle the fill, and trust the safeguard that's

already built in.

✔ Our propane tanks guide covers refills and exchanges

If you're weighing a refill against an exchange, or wondering about sizes, that whole

topic has its own guide in this set — this page is just about the safety side of filling.
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The real danger: a slow leak, out of sight
Everything in this guide points back to one idea, so let's say it plainly.

Propane is heavier than air. If it leaks in an open, outdoor spot, it disperses harmlessly into

the air around it. If it leaks somewhere closed up — a basement, a shed with the door shut, an

attached garage — it can pool low, out of sight, and build up to a genuine danger without

anyone noticing right away.

That single fact is why every rule in this guide exists: outdoors, upright, away from ignition,

away from the house's openings. None of it is complicated once you see the reason behind it.

! If you ever smell rotten eggs near a cylinder

Propane is given a distinct, unpleasant smell on purpose, often described like rotten

eggs, so a leak can be noticed. If you smell it, leave the area, get everyone away, and

call from a safe distance rather than investigating yourself. Our gas-leak guide walks

through exactly what to do.
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Handling a cylinder without inviting trouble
How you move and store a cylinder day to day matters as much as where it ends

up.

Carry a cylinder by its collar or handle, not by the valve itself, and set it down gently rather

than dropping or rolling it into place. A cylinder that gets knocked around can develop the very

valve or fitting damage we just talked about checking for.

• Keep the protective cap or collar on whenever the cylinder isn't connected.

• Set it down on a stable surface, not gravel or soft ground where it can tip.

• Don't stack anything on top of a stored cylinder.

• If you're moving one by vehicle, our transporting fuel safely guide covers that specifically.

✔ A cylinder cage or simple enclosure helps

A simple vented enclosure or cage keeps a cylinder upright, protected from being

knocked over, and out of the weather, while still keeping it outdoors where it belongs.
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Two kinds of homes, two sets of needs
Where you live changes how many cylinders make sense and where they'll

comfortably fit — but the outdoor, upright rule never changes.

If you live in town or the suburbs

In town or a close-in suburb, storage space is often tighter and neighbors are closer, so a

cylinder's spot deserves a little extra thought.

• A cylinder tucked against the house or right by a window is a common and easy mistake —

give it real distance from openings even on a small lot.

• Check whether your city or homeowners' association has rules about where cylinders can

be kept in view or how many you can have.

• An attached garage is common in town, but a cylinder still belongs outdoors, not just inside

the garage door.

• A small, simple outdoor enclosure near the patio or driveway often solves the space

problem neatly.

If you are out in the country on a well

Out in the country, there's usually more room to work with, and often more outbuildings and

equipment to keep a cylinder clear of.

• A spot near the barn, shed, or workshop is often convenient — just keep it clear of welding,

running equipment, and fuel storage for other machines.

• More room often means more cylinders on hand for a generator that may run for days

during a widespread outage.

• Keep cylinders away from where tractors or vehicles are fueled or serviced.

• If you're building toward a larger propane setup, our home propane supply guide covers

what a bigger, dealer-supplied system involves.

★ Let's find the right spot for yours

Tell me about your yard or property and I'll help you pick a spot that's safe, convenient,

and easy to live with. Call (330) 200-8042.
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An 'empty' cylinder still plays by the rules
This trips up more people than almost anything else in this guide.

It's tempting to treat an empty cylinder as harmless — just an empty metal shell waiting for its

next fill. In reality, a cylinder that reads empty on a gauge or feels light still has some propane

left inside, along with vapor. It deserves the same outdoor, upright, valve-closed treatment as

a full one.

This matters most when you're storing a spare for the off-season or waiting to take one in for

a refill. Resist the urge to bring it inside for just a few days — the outdoor spot matters just as

much then as any other time.

! There's no such thing as a truly empty cylinder

Treat every cylinder — full, partly used, or seemingly empty — exactly the same way:

outdoors, upright, valve closed.



WEATHER AND THE SEASONS BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 14 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

A word on weather and the seasons
Cylinders live outdoors year-round, and each season asks something a little

different of them.

In summer, keep cylinders out of long stretches of direct, intense sun where heat can build

up, and check that the spot still drains water away after a storm rather than letting a cylinder

sit in a puddle.

In winter, snow and ice are mostly a housekeeping issue — keep the valve and connection

clear so you can inspect them properly, and keep the cylinder on a dry, stable surface rather

than sitting in slush. Cold weather also affects how well propane flows from a cylinder, which

is its own topic — our guide on propane in the cold covers that in full.

✔ One guide, one topic each

This page is about keeping the cylinder itself safe through the seasons. How well the

propane inside performs when it's bitter cold is a different question, and our guide on

propane in the cold answers it.
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Common mistakes people make
A handful of avoidable habits account for most propane cylinder trouble.

• Storing a spare cylinder in the garage or basement for convenience, even though it's

empty or nearly so.

• Leaving a cylinder lying on its side in the trunk or a storage shed.

• Setting a cylinder right next to the generator where the exhaust and engine heat run.

• Skipping the valve and connection check until something already seems wrong.

• Assuming an old, tired-looking cylinder is still fine without a second look.

! Convenience is the trap

Nearly every mistake on this page starts with 'it was just easier.' Outdoor, upright

storage takes only a little more effort and removes nearly all of the risk.
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How many cylinders can I keep — and who decides?
As with other fuel, this is a question for your local fire authority, not a guess.

How many propane cylinders you can keep at a home, and how they may be stored, is set by

your local fire code, and the details can vary from one town or county to the next. Rather than

assume a number, a quick call to your local fire department gets you the answer for your

address.

This matters most if you're thinking about keeping several cylinders on hand, perhaps for a

generator plus a grill or two. There's usually a sensible way to store what you need within the

rules.

✔ Our fire code guide walks through how to ask

If you'd like the fuller picture on local fire codes and how to have that conversation, our

guide on fuel storage and your local fire code covers it.
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Keeping the spot tidy and out of harm's way
A cylinder's storage spot is worth a glance from a whole-household point of view.

Choose a spot where curious kids and pets aren't likely to knock a cylinder over or fiddle with

the valve, and where it won't become a step stool or a place to lean the rake. A simple

enclosure or a spot against a solid outdoor wall helps with both.

Keep the immediate area free of dry leaves, stacked wood, or clutter that could feed a fire if

something nearby ever did ignite. A little breathing room around the cylinder is part of storing

it well.

! A stable, unobstructed spot is a safety feature

A cylinder that can be easily knocked over is a cylinder whose valve is at risk. Give it a

stable, clear spot, and check now and then that nothing has crept in close.
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Questions worth asking
Whether you're at the dealer's counter or asking me, these get you real answers.

Q: Can I store a cylinder in my attached garage if the door's open?

Not as a regular habit. Propane cylinders belong outdoors, full or empty. An open garage door

doesn't provide the same reliable dispersal that being outdoors does.

Q: Do I need to check the valve every single time?

A quick look before you connect it is a habit worth keeping, especially after the cylinder has

been moved, dropped, or sat outside through rough weather.

Q: Is it safe to keep a cylinder right by my grill?

Give it some distance from an active flame or a hot grill surface, even though the two are

often used together. Store it to the side, not directly underneath or against a lit grill.

Q: What do I do with a cylinder I'm not sure is safe anymore?

Don't guess. Take it to your propane dealer and have them look it over, especially if the valve,

fittings, or the cylinder body look damaged or heavily rusted.

✔ There's no silly question

Propane can feel like it comes with a lot of rules. Ask until you're confident — that's

exactly how you stay safe.
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A simple propane cylinder checklist
Walk through this on a calm afternoon, not while you're mid-project.

❑ Every cylinder I own — full, partial, or empty — lives outdoors.

❑ Each one stands upright, with the valve closed when not connected.

❑ They're kept away from heat, prolonged direct sun, and anything that sparks or flames.

❑ They're clear of windows, doors, dryer vents, and air conditioner intakes.

❑ I connect a cylinder to the generator outdoors only, away from the exhaust.

❑ I give the valve and connection a quick look before each use.

❑ I know a reputable dealer or exchange program for filling and any needed recertification.

★ I'll happily check your setup with you

If you'd like a second set of eyes on where and how you're storing your cylinders, that's

a quick, worthwhile visit. (330) 200-8042.
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Fire and leak safety, taken seriously
Propane is a wonderful, reliable fuel, and it earns that reputation by being treated

with a little healthy respect.

The habits in this guide — outdoors, upright, away from ignition, checked before use — work

together, not alone. Skipping one doesn't just reduce the safety margin a little; it removes the

very thing that was protecting you.

If you ever suspect a leak — a rotten-egg smell, a hissing sound near the valve, or a gauge

that drops faster than it should — leave the area first and call from a safe distance. Never

search for a leak with a lighter or a match, and never flip a light switch near a suspected leak.

! Leave first, then call

For any suspected propane leak: get everyone to fresh air and a safe distance, then

call 911 and your propane dealer. Don't try to find the leak yourself, and don't create a

spark while you're near it. Our gas-leak guide covers this step by step.
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Common Questions
The propane cylinder questions I hear most often, answered plainly.

Q: Why can't I just store my cylinder in the garage?

Even an attached garage is close enough to the house that a leak could find its way inside.

Outdoors, in the open air, is the rule for every cylinder, full or empty.

Q: My cylinder has a dent — is it still safe?

A dent is worth having your propane dealer look at, especially if it's near the base or the valve

area. When in doubt, have it checked before you fill or use it again.

Q: Does a cylinder ever just wear out?

Cylinders are built to last a long time, but the valve, fittings, and the cylinder itself can be

damaged by rust, dents, or rough handling. Our propane tanks guide covers recertification,

which is how a dealer confirms a cylinder is still sound.

Q: Is it normal for a full cylinder to feel a little frosty?

A little frost near the valve while it's actively supplying gas can be normal. A cylinder that's

simply sitting in storage shouldn't feel that way — if something seems off, have your dealer

take a look.

★ Still have a question on your mind?

That's what I'm here for. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042 and I'll give you a plain,

honest answer — and if it's easier to just show me, I'll come take a look.
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How this fits with the rest
Storing a cylinder safely is one piece of a bigger propane picture — here's how the

pieces connect.

This guide focused on where and how a cylinder itself should be stored and handled. For

sizes, refills, and the choice between a refill and an exchange, see our propane tanks guide. If

you're moving a cylinder in the car, our transporting fuel safely guide covers that specifically.

For a bigger, dealer-supplied system, our home propane supply guide picks up the story, and

cold weather's effect on how propane flows has its own guide, our guide on propane in the

cold. And if you ever suspect a leak, our gas-leak guide and our guide on where never to

store fuel are worth reading alongside this one.

★ One call covers all of it

You don't have to sort out which guide answers which question. Call or text me at (330)

200-8042, describe your setup, and I'll tell you plainly what you're doing well and what's

worth changing.
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You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

I hope this guide made storing propane cylinders safely feel a little less daunting and a lot

more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back to a page

whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what I do. I come to your home, work at your

pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the

parts that don't need me on-site I can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit

comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. I don't do the licensed electrical or gas work

myself — for that I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

★ Bill's Home Tech — real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all

of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever

not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help -- I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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