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! Read this first — carbon monoxide is the real danger

A running generator's exhaust contains carbon monoxide — an invisible, odorless gas

that can kill in minutes. Never run a generator indoors, in a garage, in a shed, or on a

porch, not even with the door open and a fan going. Run it outside only, well away from

the house — the safety agencies say at least 20 feet — with the exhaust pointed away

from every window, door, and vent. Put battery-backup carbon-monoxide alarms on

each floor and outside the bedrooms. If an alarm sounds, or anyone feels dizzy, sick,

or sleepy, get everyone into fresh air first and ask questions later. Old fuel does not

belong in the trash, a drain, or the ground, and neither does an old propane tank —

both deserve the same unhurried trip to the right place this guide describes.

Let's get rid of old fuel the right way
Every fuel eventually reaches the end of its useful life, and what you do with it next

matters just as much as how you stored it. This guide covers telling old fuel from

good fuel, and the safe, simple path to being rid of it for good.

I'm Bill, and I run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. Disposal feels like it should

be complicated, and it really isn't, once you know where it goes and how to get it there.

We'll cover spotting fuel that's past its prime, the safe trip to hazardous waste, and what to do

with old cans and old propane tanks along the way.

★ There's no silly question here

If you're ever unsure whether to keep, use, or toss a fuel that's sat around a while,

that's exactly the kind of thing I'm glad to help you think through. Call or text me at

(330) 200-8042.
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The whole guide, on one page
If you remember only these things, old fuel will always find a safe, proper exit.

❑ Sour smell, dark or cloudy color, or a separated layer all mean it's time to retire the fuel.

❑ Never pour old fuel on the ground, down a drain, or into the trash.

❑ A household hazardous waste site or collection day is the right destination — your county

or township waste authority can tell you where and when.

❑ Transport old fuel in an approved, labeled, sealed container, secured upright in the

vehicle.

❑ Take old gas cans to hazardous waste too, and ask your propane dealer or a hazardous

waste site about retiring an old tank.

❑ Never burn old fuel to be rid of it.

✔ The trip is shorter than the worry

Disposal sounds like a bigger project than it actually is. A sealed container and a short

drive settle the whole question.
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How to tell fuel has gone bad
A few honest checks before you trust older fuel, or decide it's time to let it go.

• Smell: fresh fuel has a sharp, familiar smell; old fuel often smells sour or off.

• Color: fresh gasoline is clear to light amber; darker, cloudy, or with visible bits is a bad

sign.

• Separation: a distinct layer or film in the container suggests it has broken down.

• The date: if it's past your stabilizer's stated window, or you simply don't know how old it is,

treat it as due for disposal.

✔ Our how-much-and-rotation guide covers this in more depth

Spotting aged fuel and building a rotation habit that prevents it in the first place both

live in our guide on how much fuel to keep and how to rotate it.
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Never the ground, a drain, or the trash
This is the firmest rule in this whole guide, so let's start here.

Pouring old fuel on the ground or into a gravel driveway harms the soil and can reach

groundwater. Pouring it down a drain is worse still, since it can travel through plumbing and

collect somewhere genuinely dangerous. And loose fuel in the regular trash is a fire risk sitting

in a truck or a landfill.

None of these makes the fuel disappear — they just move the problem somewhere harder to

see and harder to fix.

! There is no acceptable shortcut here

Whatever the reason for wanting a quick fix — time, convenience, not knowing where

else to take it — the ground, a drain, and the trash are never the answer.
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Finding your household hazardous waste site
This is easier to find than most people expect.

Your county or township waste authority runs or knows about the nearest household

hazardous waste site, and many areas also hold periodic collection days specifically for things

like old fuel, paint, and batteries. A quick call or a look at their website gets you the location

and schedule.

If you're not sure who to call, your local trash or recycling hauler's bill often lists the waste

authority's number, or your town or township office can point you in the right direction.

✔ Save the number once, use it for years

Once you know your local household hazardous waste contact, keep it somewhere

handy — you'll use it again for paint, batteries, and other household chemicals, not just

fuel.



GETTING IT THERE SAFELY BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 7 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

Getting old fuel to the drop-off safely
The trip itself deserves a little care too.

Move old fuel in an approved, labeled, sealed container, secured upright in the vehicle where

it won't tip or roll, with some airflow rather than a sealed trunk. Our guide on transporting fuel

safely covers this in full, and the same habits apply whether the fuel is fresh or on its way out.

• Keep the container upright and secured for the whole drive.

• Take the shortest sensible route, straight there and back.

• Don't let it sit in a hot, closed car longer than the trip itself takes.

• Combine the errand with other stops if the site is a longer drive.

✔ One short guide, worth a read

If you haven't seen it, our transporting fuel safely guide covers cans and cylinders both

— a quick read before your drop-off run.
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Retiring an old can along with the fuel
Sometimes it's not just the fuel that's done — the can is too.

Once the old fuel is out and properly disposed of, take a good look at the can itself. A can

that's cracked, brittle, faded, swollen, or has a cap or spout that no longer seals belongs at

hazardous waste too, not the regular trash. Our safe gasoline storage guide covers what to

look for in more detail.

There's no need to make a separate trip — most hazardous waste sites are glad to take a

retired can at the same time as the fuel you're dropping off.

✔ One trip covers both

Bring the old fuel and the failing can together. It saves you a second errand and gets

both problems solved at once.
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What about an old propane tank?
Tanks and cylinders don't go out with the regular trash either, and the path for

retiring one is a little different.

A propane cylinder or tank that's damaged, badly rusted, or simply no longer wanted still has

value and still needs careful handling. Many propane dealers and exchange programs will

take an old or damaged tank, and some household hazardous waste sites accept them as

well — it's always worth a quick call to ask first, since not every site handles pressurized

cylinders the same way.

Our propane cylinder storage guide and our propane tanks guide cover the everyday care and

recertification side; this page is just about the moment you're finally ready to let one go.

! Never just set a tank out with the trash

A propane tank, even one you believe is empty, should never be abandoned, left at the

curb, or thrown in a dumpster. Ask a dealer, an exchange program, or a hazardous

waste site where it can safely go.
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Can old gas ever be revived?
Sometimes — but only under the right conditions, and never as a gamble.

If a small amount of gasoline is only slightly old and still smells and looks essentially right —

no sour smell, no dark or cloudy color, no separated layer — blending it into a fresh tank of

fuel in a vehicle can be a sensible way to use it up gradually rather than disposing of good

fuel.

If there's any real doubt about how it smells, looks, or how old it actually is, don't gamble an

engine on it. Dispose of it properly and start fresh — a gummed-up engine costs far more than

the fuel ever would have.

! When in doubt, don't gamble on an engine

'Probably fine' isn't a good enough reason to risk a running engine. If you're unsure,

treat the fuel as due for disposal instead.
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Never burn old fuel to be rid of it
This deserves its own page, because it can sound like a reasonable shortcut.

Burning old fuel in a fire pit, a burn barrel, or anywhere else isn't a legitimate way to dispose of

it — it's genuinely dangerous, unpredictable, and not something any fire authority would

endorse. Fuel doesn't burn the calm, controlled way firewood does.

The household hazardous waste path is the whole answer here. It's not slower or more

complicated than burning it — it's simply the safe way, every time.

! There is no safe way to burn off old fuel

Whatever the old fuel is — gasoline, diesel, or a fuel-soaked absorbent — burning it to

be rid of it is never the answer. Hazardous waste is.
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Two kinds of homes, two sets of needs
How easy disposal is, and how you'd plan around it, depends a good deal on where

you live.

If you live in town or the suburbs

In town or a close-in suburb, a household hazardous waste site or a regular collection day is

often close by.

• Check your city or county's website for the nearest household hazardous waste site or the

next collection day.

• A small amount of old fuel is easy to hold onto safely for a week or two until the next

collection day.

• Some hardware stores or municipal programs also take back old propane cylinders —

worth asking locally.

• Less to store means less to worry about while you wait for drop-off day.

If you are out in the country on a well

Out in the country, the nearest hazardous waste site may be a genuine drive, so a little

planning helps.

• Call your county or township waste authority to learn the schedule and location well before

you need it.

• If a drive is involved, combine the trip with other errands, and store the fuel safely in the

meantime — outdoors, away from ignition, in a sealed, labeled container.

• A larger property may accumulate more old fuel or an old tank at once — ask the waste

authority about handling a bigger load.

• A local propane dealer is often a closer option than a waste site for retiring an old tank.

★ Not sure where to take yours?

Tell me your town or township and I'll help you find the nearest hazardous waste

option. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Diesel and propane age a little differently
A quick note so you know what 'old' actually means for each fuel.

Diesel doesn't go stale the way gasoline does, but water and microbial growth can still make it

worth retiring over time — our diesel storage and winter gelling guide covers those signs in

detail. Propane, on the other hand, doesn't go stale at all, so 'old propane' almost always

means an old or damaged tank rather than old gas inside it.

That's why this guide's propane section focused on the tank itself. For the full picture on a

propane tank's condition and recertification, our propane tanks guide is the right companion.

✔ The fuel and the container age differently

With propane especially, it's almost never the gas you're retiring — it's the tank. Keep

that distinction in mind before you assume the fuel itself has gone bad.
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A word on partial cans
You don't need a full load to make the trip worthwhile.

A can with just a little old fuel left doesn't need to sit around waiting to fill up before you bother

with disposal. Most hazardous waste sites accept partial amounts without any trouble, and

you can safely combine several small partial containers into one before your drop-off trip if

that's more convenient.

Waiting to accumulate more old fuel just means more of it sitting around, which isn't the goal.

Bring what you have.

✔ A partial can is still worth the trip

There's no minimum amount required to visit hazardous waste. Bring what you have

whenever it's convenient.
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Common mistakes people make
A handful of avoidable habits account for most disposal trouble.

• Pouring old gas on a gravel driveway, assuming it'll just evaporate harmlessly.

• Dumping old fuel into a storm drain to make it disappear quickly.

• Tossing an old can straight in the trash instead of hazardous waste.

• Burning off old fuel in a fire pit or burn barrel.

• Leaving an old propane tank at the curb or abandoning it outdoors.

! Each of these trades a small errand for a bigger risk

None of these shortcuts actually saves you time once you count the real cost. A short

drive to hazardous waste is the easier path in the end.
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What actually happens once you get there
This part is easier than most people expect, and there's no special training required

on your end.

At most household hazardous waste sites, staff handle the sorting and safe disposal — your

part is simply bringing the fuel in an approved, labeled, sealed container and handing it off.

They'll often ask what it is and roughly how much, and take it from there.

Some sites operate by appointment or on specific collection days rather than being open all

the time, so it's worth confirming hours before you make the trip.

✔ You're not expected to know all the details

The staff at these sites do this every day. You just need to get the fuel there safely —

they'll handle the rest.
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Planning ahead so disposal isn't a crisis
The easiest way to deal with old fuel is to never let much of it build up in the first

place.

Building a rotation habit — using the oldest fuel first and refilling with fresh, as our guide on

how much fuel to keep and how to rotate it describes — means you'll rarely face a large

amount of genuinely old fuel all at once. Disposal becomes a small, occasional errand instead

of an overdue project.

If you do find yourself with a backlog of old fuel and cans, that's not a failure — it's just the

moment to make the trip and start the habit going forward.

★ Happy to help you get caught up

If old fuel or old cans have piled up over time, that's a common situation, not an

unusual one. I'm glad to help you sort through it and get set up with a habit that keeps it

from happening again. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Questions worth asking
Whether you're asking your waste authority or me, these get you real answers.

Q: How do I find my local household hazardous waste site?

Call your county or township waste authority, or check their website for the schedule and

location. Many hold periodic collection days in addition to a fixed site.

Q: Can I just pour a small amount of old gas on my gravel driveway?

No, never — even a small amount harms the soil and can reach groundwater. Take it to

hazardous waste instead.

Q: What do I do with an old propane tank that's damaged?

Ask your propane dealer, an exchange program, or a hazardous waste site. Never put it in the

trash or leave it outdoors unattended.

Q: Is it ever okay to mix old gas with fresh?

Only if it's just slightly old and still smells and looks right, blended into a vehicle's tank in a

modest amount. If there's any doubt, dispose of it instead.

✔ There's no silly question

Disposal rules can feel fussier than they need to be. Ask until you're confident — that's

exactly how you stay safe.
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A simple disposal checklist
Walk through this whenever old fuel or an old can turns up.

❑ I know the signs that fuel has gone bad: smell, color, separation, or age.

❑ I know where my local household hazardous waste site or collection day is.

❑ Old fuel travels there in an approved, labeled, sealed container, secured upright.

❑ I never pour fuel on the ground, down a drain, or into the trash.

❑ Failing cans go to hazardous waste, not the regular trash.

❑ I know who to ask about retiring an old propane tank.

★ I'll happily help you sort it out

If you're staring at a backlog of old fuel or containers and not sure where to start, that's

an easy thing to work through together. (330) 200-8042.
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Safety while you wait to drop it off
Fuel bound for disposal deserves the same careful storage as fuel you're still using.

Keep it in a sealed, labeled, approved container, stored outdoors or in a detached, ventilated

spot, away from any flame, spark, or pilot light — exactly the same rules our safe gasoline

storage guide and our guide on where fuel should never be stored describe for fuel you plan

to use.

There's no need to rush the trip out of safety concerns as long as it's stored properly in the

meantime. Just don't let it linger indefinitely once you know it needs to go.

! Waiting to dispose isn't a reason to relax the rules

Fuel on its way to hazardous waste is still fuel. Store it exactly as carefully as you

would fuel you intend to use.
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Common Questions
The disposal questions I hear most often, answered plainly.

Q: How do I know fuel is too old to use?

A sour smell, dark or cloudy color, a separated layer, or simply being past your stabilizer's

stated window or of unknown age. When in doubt, treat it as due for disposal.

Q: Where does old fuel actually go?

A household hazardous waste site or collection day, never the ground, a drain, or the trash.

Your county or township waste authority can point you to the nearest one.

Q: Can I take an old gas can to the same place?

Yes — a failing or retired can belongs at hazardous waste too, not the regular trash.

Q: What about an old propane tank I don't use anymore?

Ask a propane dealer, an exchange program, or a hazardous waste site — never just set it

out with the trash.

★ Still have a question on your mind?

That's what I'm here for. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042 and I'll give you a plain,

honest answer — and if it's easier to just show me what you've got, I'll come take a

look.
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How this fits with the rest
Getting rid of old fuel well is one piece of the picture — here's how the pieces

connect.

This guide focused on spotting fuel that's past its prime and the safe path to being rid of it. For

the habits that keep fuel from going bad in the first place, see our guide on how much fuel to

keep and how to rotate it, and our safe gasoline storage guide for the container side.

For getting old fuel safely to the drop-off point, our guide on transporting fuel safely is the

natural companion, and for the tank side of an old propane setup, see our propane tanks

guide and our propane cylinder storage guide.

★ One call covers all of it

You don't have to sort out which guide answers which question. Call or text me at (330)

200-8042, describe your setup, and I'll tell you plainly what's worth changing.
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You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

I hope this guide made getting rid of old fuel and old containers safely feel a little less

daunting and a lot more doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back

to a page whenever you need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what I do. I come to your home, work at your

pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the

parts that don't need me on-site I can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit

comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. I don't do the licensed electrical or gas work

myself — for that I'll help you line up a trustworthy local pro.

★ Bill's Home Tech — real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all

of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever

not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help -- I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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