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I Read this first — lithium batteries deserve respect

E-bikes, scooters, and powered chairs run on big lithium-ion batteries. Treated well
they are safe; abused or damaged they can overheat and catch fire fast. Charge only
with the charger that came with your device, on a hard surface like concrete or tile —
never on a bed, couch, or carpet — and not right in a doorway or stairwell that is your
way out in a hurry. Don't leave a battery charging unattended or overnight, and unplug
it once it's full. Stop using any battery that is swollen, very hot, hissing, leaking, or
giving off a strange smell, and keep it away from anything that burns. If a battery is
smoking or on fire, get everyone out and call 911 — these fires are hard to put out. An
electric trike carries the same kind of big battery as any e-bike, so the safe-charging
habits in this callout apply to your trike too.

Let's talk about the steady three-wheeler

If balancing a two-wheeler worries you, an electric trike might be the machine that
keeps you riding. With three wheels it stands up on its own and can't tip over at a
stop — and that one difference changes everything about how it feels.

I'm Bill, and I run Bill's Home Tech here in Portage County, Ohio. I've helped plenty of folks
weigh a trike against a two-wheeler, and I'll lay out the honest trade-offs so you can decide
what fits your body and your life.

A trike isn't a lesser bike or a sign of giving up — it's simply a different tool, and for some
riders it's the better one. Let's see if it's the better one for you.

0 Wondering if a trike is right for you?
This is exactly the kind of thing | love talking through, honestly and with nothing to sell.
Call or text me at (330) 200-8042.
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The whole guide, on one page

If you remember only these things, you'll know whether to look closer at a trike.

O

0

g

A trike can't tip over at a standstill — its biggest advantage for shaky balance.
It carries more cargo and lets you sit and rest without putting a foot down.

In trade, it's wider, heavier, and steers differently than a bike — and it needs more room
to store and turn.

Trikes handle differently: you steer rather than lean, and you slow down for corners.
Measure your garage door, your storage space, and your usual paths before you buy.

As with any e-bike, insist on a certified battery and charge it safely.

[0 The one idea to hold onto
A trike trades the nimbleness of two wheels for the steadiness of three. If steadiness is
what's been keeping you off a bike, that's a trade well worth making.
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What three wheels give you

The appeal of a trike comes down to a handful of real, everyday comforts.

« It won't tip at a stop. You can halt at a light, chat with a neighbor, or rest without ever
needing to balance or put a foot down.

+ You can sit and relax. Many riders find a trike restful in a way a bike never is, because
you're never bracing against a fall.

It carries things. Most trikes have a big rear basket — room for groceries, a bag, or a
small dog, carried low and stable.

« It's confidence-restoring. For folks who've had a fall or a scare on two wheels, a trike can
bring back the joy of riding.

« Starting and stopping are calmer. No wobbly launch, no tiptoe stop — just press off and
roll.

[J Stability where it's scariest

Most two-wheeler falls happen at low speed — starting, stopping, and standing still.
That's exactly where a trike shines, which is why it suits so many riders who've grown
wary of a bike.
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How a trike handles — it's different, honestly

A trike is wonderful, but it doesn't ride like a bike, and the differences are worth
understanding before you commit.

On a bike you lean into a turn; on a trike you steer into it, and if you take a corner too fast a
trike can feel tippy on the outside wheels. So you slow down for turns — which is no hardship
at the gentle pace most trike riders enjoy. It takes a short while to retrain your instincts from
'lean’ to 'steer and slow.’

Trikes are also wider than a bike, so you learn to judge gaps, gates, and doorways differently,
and a crowned or tilted path can tug at the steering. None of this is hard — it's just new, and a
few sessions in an open lot make it second nature.

I Slow down for corners

The one habit to build early: ease off the speed before a turn. A trike rewards a gentle,
unhurried pace and can feel unsettled if you corner it like a bike. Slow and steady is the
trike's natural rhythm.
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The main styles of electric trike

Trikes come in a few shapes, and the right one depends on your body and how you
like to sit.

Upright (delta) trikes

The classic shape — you sit upright, usually with one wheel in front and two in back, and a
basket between the rear wheels. Easy to get on and off, familiar to ride, and great for errands.
The most common choice for older riders.

Recumbent (tadpole) trikes

You sit low in a reclined seat with your legs out front, often with two wheels in front. Very
stable and comfortable for long rides and easy on the back, but low to the ground, which can
make getting up and down harder and makes being seen in traffic more of a concern.

Folding trikes

Some trikes fold or come apart to fit a car trunk or a tight storage space. Handy if room is
scarce, though folding a heavier trike can take some strength.

[0 Not sure which style suits you?

The best way to know is to sit on a few. Tell me about your back, your knees, and
where you'd store it, and I'll help you narrow it down before you shop. Call (330)
200-8042.
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Getting on and off comfortably

Since ease of mounting is often the whole reason for a trike, it deserves its own
close look.

An upright trike usually lets you step over a low frame or swing a leg past a low saddle with
the trike standing steady on its own — no balancing act. Try it in the shop exactly as you will
at home: step on, settle, step off. A trike that's easy to board is a trike you'll actually use.

A recumbent sits low, so getting into and out of the seat is more like lowering into and rising
from a low chair — lovely once you're in, but worth testing honestly if your knees or hips
protest low seats.

[0 Test the mount with the basket loaded

If you'll carry groceries, try mounting and dismounting with a little weight in the basket,
since the balance and your movement change a touch when it's loaded. Better to learn
that in the store.
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Where a trike will live — measure first

Here's the practical reality that surprises people: a trike takes noticeably more room
than a bike, so measure before you buy.

A trike is wider than a bike and can't lean against a wall or hang from a hook — it needs floor
space, all three wheels down. Measure the width of your garage door, the spot where it'll park,
and any gate or doorway it must pass through. A trike that won't fit through the garage door is
a hard lesson to learn after the purchase.

Think about the path from storage to riding, too. A trike doesn't tip, which is great, but its width
means it won't squeeze past the lawnmower and the shelving the way a bike might. A clear,
wide path makes it a pleasure rather than a chore.

I Measure the garage door width

The most common trike regret | hear about is one that barely fits, or doesn't fit, the
garage door or storage space. Grab a tape measure and check width and height
before you fall in love with a model.
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Turning room and your usual routes

A trike needs a wider turning circle than a bike. It's worth thinking about where you
actually ride.

Because you steer rather than pivot, a trike needs more room to turn around — in a driveway,
at the end of a cul-de-sac, or on a narrow path. Tight, twisty routes that a bike threads easily
can mean a three-point turn on a trike. On open paths and quiet streets, it's a non-issue.

Picture your regular rides: Are the paths wide and gently curving, or narrow with sharp turns
and gates? Wide and gentle is trike heaven. If your favorite route is tight and twisty, factor that
in or plan a different route.

[0 Scout your route before you commit
If you have a particular path in mind, take a look at its width, its gates, and its turns with
a trike's size in mind. A quick scout saves a surprise on your first ride.
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Staying safe and seen on a trike

A trike removes the fear of tipping, but good safety habits still matter — some even
more than on a bike.

« Wear a helmet. You can still have a spill or be struck; protect your head every ride.

+ Be extravisible. A trike, especially a low recumbent, sits lower in a driver's view — use a
tall flag, bright colors, and good lights.

« Slow for corners so the trike stays planted on all three wheels.
+ Mind your width at gates, parked cars, and on narrow shoulders.

« Watch tilted surfaces — a strongly crowned road or a steep driveway edge can tug a
trike sideways.

I' A tall flag is atrike rider's friend

Because trikes ride lower and wider than drivers expect, a bright safety flag on a tall
pole makes you far easier to spot at driveways and intersections. It's a small thing that
genuinely helps.
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Two kinds of riders, two sets of needs

A trike isn't for everyone, and that's fine. Two pictures help you see whether you're
a natural fit.

If balance or past falls keep you off a bike

You'd love to ride but a two-wheeler feels risky — maybe you've had a fall, a scare, or a
sense that your balance just isn't what it was.

« A trike's can't-tip stability is made exactly for you.

+ You can stop, rest, and chat without ever balancing.

«+ Starting and stopping become calm instead of nerve-wracking.
« An upright style keeps you sitting tall and seeing well.

If you want to carry things or ride long and comfy

Your interest is less about balance and more about hauling groceries, riding for a long
comfortable stretch, or easing a sore back.

« A big rear basket carries real cargo, low and stable.

A recumbent style can be wonderfully comfortable over distance.

You never have to put a foot down at every stop.

Just be sure you have the room to store and turn it.

O Still weighing a trike against a two-wheeler?
Tell me honestly how your balance and strength are, and where you'd store and ride it,
and I'll help you decide without any pressure. Call (330) 200-8042.
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The honest trike-versus-bike trade-offs

Let me lay the two side by side so you can weigh them for your own life.

Balance at a stop You balance Stands on its own
Cargo Limited Big basket
Storage room Compact Needs more space
Turning Nimble Wider circle
Cornering Leanin Slow and steer
Hauling in a car Easier Heavier, bulkier

(0 There's no wrong answer
Neither machine is better overall — they're better at different things. The right one is
simply the one that fits your balance, your storage, and the riding you'll actually do.
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The weight, and moving it when not riding

Trikes tend to be heavy — the three wheels, the frame, the motor and battery all
add up. Here's what that means off the saddle.

The good news is you rarely need to lift a trike — it stands and rolls on its own three wheels,
so storing it is mostly about rolling it to its spot. The weight matters most if you ever need to
muscle it over a threshold, up a step, or onto a vehicle.

Loading a trike into or onto a car is a real consideration, since it's heavier and bulkier than a
bike. Folding models and special racks exist, but if you'll transport it often, plan that out before
you buy — our hauling guide covers the options.

[ Let's plan the storage and any lifting
On a visit | can help you set up an easy spot to park and charge the trike, and figure
out a smart way to handle any steps or transport. Call (330) 200-8042.
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The battery and charging your trike

A trike's battery works just like any e-bike's, and the same gentle habits keep it
healthy and safe.

Charge with the charger that came with the trike, on a hard surface well away from anything
that burns, and not blocking your way out of the garage or house. Don't leave it charging
unattended or overnight, and unplug it when it's full. Store the battery around room
temperature, not in a freezing shed or a baking car.

Many trikes let you lift the battery out to carry it indoors for charging, which is fine and often
convenient. Our charging and winter-care guides cover the daily habits that make a battery
last for years.

I The same battery respect applies

A trike's larger size doesn't change the battery rules. Stop using a battery that's
swollen, hot, leaking, or smells odd, keep it from anything flammable, and call 911 if
one ever smokes or catches fire.
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Trying a trike before you buy

A test ride matters even more on a trike, because it handles so differently from a
bike. Give yourself time to adjust.

Don't judge a trike in the first thirty seconds — the steer-don't-lean feeling is strange at first
and then suddenly clicks. Ride it in an open area long enough to get past the odd phase,
practice slow turns in both directions, and try a gentle stop-and-go. You want to feel the click.

0 Can | get on and off easily, with the trike steady under me?

0 Does steering (rather than leaning) start to feel natural after a while?
0 Can I make a turn comfortably, slowing down as | go?

0 Does the seat suit my back and hips over a few minutes?

0 Will it fit my storage space and my usual route widths?

0 Can | reach and work the brakes and controls easily?

[J Give it more than one lap

The 'this feels weird' phase passes quickly, but you have to ride through it to reach the
'oh, | love this' phase. Don't let a strange first lap talk you out of the right machine.
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Features worth looking for on a trike

Beyond the basics shared with any e-bike, a few features make a trike especially
pleasant for an older rider.

« A parking brake: so the trike stays put on a slope while you load the basket or step off.

+ A low, easy step-over or step-in: the whole point is easy boarding, so insist on it.

A comfortable, supportive seat: you'll feel every mile here, so comfort is king.

A big, sturdy basket: for the errands that make a trike so handy.

A tall safety flag and good lights: to be seen at your lower height.

Easy-reach brakes and a gentle assist: kind to hands and calm to ride.

[0 A parking brake is a quiet blessing
On any slope, a parking brake means the trike won't creep away while you load
groceries or settle in. It's a small feature that saves a lot of small frustrations.
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New or used?

The new-versus-used thinking for trikes is much like e-bikes, with the battery again
the key question.

New gives you a warranty, a fresh battery, and the current safety certifications. Used can
save money, but a trike's battery — the costliest part — wears with age and use, so insist on a
real test ride, ask the battery's age and how it was cared for, and confirm the correct charger
is included.

With a used trike, also check the three tires, the brakes on all wheels, and that the frame
tracks straight (it shouldn't pull hard to one side on flat ground). Our used-mobility guide has a
checklist that fits a trike well.

I' A worn battery erases a bargain

As with any e-bike, a cheap used trike with a tired battery stops being cheap once you
price a new pack. If the seller can't tell you the battery's age or let you ride it, be
cautious.
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Trikes around cars and other riders

A trike's lower, wider shape means a few extra courtesies and cautions when
you're not alone.

Drivers and other cyclists don't expect a wide, low three-wheeler, so make yourself obvious: a
tall flag, bright clothing, and lights on even by day. Give yourself extra room at driveways and
intersections, and don't assume a driver has judged your width correctly.

On shared paths, remember your trike takes up more of the lane than a bike, so pass with
care and pull well over to let faster riders by. A little courtesy goes a long way, and keeps
trikes welcome.

00 Claim your space, gently

A trike can't hug the very edge of a path the way a skinny bike can, and that's okay.
Ride a sensible line, signal clearly, and let faster traffic pass when it's safe — you don't
have to squeeze yourself into danger.
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Simple upkeep for a trike

A trike asks for the same light care as an e-bike, with a few extra wheels to glance
over.

Keep all three tires properly inflated (a soft tire makes steering heavy and uneven), keep the
chain clean and lightly oiled, and check that every brake grabs firmly. Because a trike has
more moving parts low to the ground, give the underside a look now and then for anything
caught or loose.

Store it out of the weather, charge and store the battery gently, and have a shop look at
anything you're unsure of — a trike's steering and brakes are worth keeping in top shape. Our
upkeep guide covers the basics you can do yourself.

O | can show you the quick checks
Three tires, the brakes, a quick once-over — I'm glad to walk you through the
two-minute checks on your own trike so they feel easy. Call (330) 200-8042.
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A trike is freedom, not a compromise

| want to leave you with the right feeling about trikes, because folks sometimes
come to them reluctantly.

Choosing a trike isn't settling — it's choosing the machine that lets you keep riding, keep
running your own errands, and keep feeling the wind and the sun. Plenty of trike riders are out
there grinning, hauling groceries, and covering miles that a two-wheeler's fear had taken
away from them.

If a trike is what keeps you rolling and independent, that's a win, full stop. The goal was never
a particular number of wheels — it was the freedom to go.

[0 Here to help you keep rolling
Whether it's a trike, a two-wheeler, or something else entirely, my job is helping you
find what keeps you moving safely and happily. Call (330) 200-8042.

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 20 of 29

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



BEFORE YOU DECIDE BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042

A few honest cautions before you decide

To keep things balanced, here are the trike downsides worth owning up to before
you commit.

« Space: a trike needs real floor room and won't hang on a hook — measure first.
« Transport: hauling one in a car is harder than a bike; plan for it if you'll travel.

« Handling: you must retrain from leaning to steering, and slow for corners.

« Width: tight gates and narrow paths can be a squeeze.

« Weight: heavy to move over steps or thresholds, even if you rarely lift it.

0 Know the trade-offs, then enjoy the trike
None of these are deal-breakers for most riders — they're just things to plan for. Go in
with eyes open and a trike will serve you beautifully.
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Common Questions

The questions | hear most about electric trikes, answered plainly.

Q: Is atrike really more stable than a bike?

At a stop and at low speed, absolutely — it can't tip over standing still, which is where most
two-wheeler falls happen. In fast corners it's the opposite, so you slow down for turns. For
calm riding, a trike feels wonderfully steady.

Q: Will atrike fit in my garage and through the door?

That's the first thing to check — trikes are wider than bikes and need floor space. Measure
your garage door width and your storage spot before you shop, and look at folding models if
room is tight.

Q: Can I take a trike on a car?
Yes, but it's heavier and bulkier than a bike, so you'll want a folding model or a suitable rack,
and a plan for lifting it. See our hauling guide if you'll travel with it often.

Q: Does atrike count as an e-bike under Ohio law?

An electric trike with working pedals and a motor within the e-bike limits is generally treated
like an e-bike. Check the class label and our Ohio e-bike rules guide, since the same class
system and trail questions apply.

O Still deciding?
A trike is a big, happy choice for the right rider. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042 and
let's talk through whether it fits your balance, your space, and your routes.
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You don't have to do this alone

You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

| hope this guide made choosing an electric trike feel a little less daunting and a lot more
doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back to a page whenever you
need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what | do. | come to your home, work at your
pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the
parts that don't need me on-site | can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit
comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. I'm a tech helper, not a doctor or a physical
therapist — if balance, strength, or a health question is part of the picture, please check with
your doctor, and for mechanical work I'll help you line up a good shop.

0 Bill's Home Tech —real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all
of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever
not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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What Three Wheels Give You

The everyday comforts of a trike

The benefit Why it matters
Can't tip at rest Stop and rest with no
balancing
Big basket Carry groceries low and stable
Easy boarding Stepona steady machine
Calm pace No wobbly starts or tiptoe stops

Steadiness where two-wheeler falls usually happen.
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Measure Before You Buy

Trikes need more room than bikes

( N [ N [ N
Garage door Storage spot Gates & paths Turning room
Check width Floor space, Wil it fit Wider circle
and height N all wheels down -] your routes? - than a bike
\. J J \\ J \ y

The most common trike regret is one that won't fit the space.
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Trike vs. Two-Wheeler

Different tools, each better at different things

Two-wheeler Trike

Balance at stop You balance Stands alone
Cargo Limited Big basket

Storage Compact Needs space
Cornering Lean in Slow, steer

There's no wrong answer -- pick what fits your life.
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Is a Trike for Me?

Let your balance and your space decide

What's keeping me off a bike?

Shaky balance
or past falls?

Want to haul
or ride comfy?

Tight space or
lots of travel?

'

'

'

N N\
A trike's can't-tip A big basket and Measure first;
stability is made comfy seat -- consider a folding
for you if you have room model or a bike
J J

Choosing a trike isn't settling -- it's choosing to keep riding.

llustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ
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Need a Real Person?

You do not have to remember all of it.
You just have to remember you can call.
Friendly, in-home tech help -- | come to you.

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, | will
make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,
no fine print. That is how | would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com

Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM
— Bill

Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.
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BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

A Note From BIll

A quick note from Bill.
| write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so | can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or
the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or
climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

.'i'-'-;

l"

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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