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I Before you begin — a quick safety note.

This guide covers work involving engine exhaust and fuel, which can cause serious
injury, fire, or property damage if something goes wrong. It's here for general
information only, not professional advice. If you're not completely comfortable — or if
your local codes require a licensed pro — please stop and hire a qualified generator
installer. Turn off the power at the breaker before any electrical step. Never work on
gas lines yourself; if you smell gas, leave right away and call your gas company or 911.
There's no shame in calling a pro — that's often the smart, safe choice. You follow this
guide at your own risk. — Bill

A Note From Bill

Dual-fuel or tri-fuel — which one is actually right for your house? | get this question
almost as often as “how big do | need?” and it deserves a real, honest answer
instead of “just get the fancier one.”

There's nothing wrong with tri-fuel, and there's nothing lacking about dual-fuel either. The right
pick comes down to a handful of things about your home and your habits, and I'll walk through
every one of them here.

What you'll get out of this guide

+ A quick refresher on what dual-fuel and tri-fuel actually mean
« The real factors that decide whether a third fuel is worth it

+ Honest scenarios for when dual-fuel is plenty

« Honest scenarios for when tri-fuel earns its keep

« What's actually involved in adding natural gas

[0 Coming from the basics guide?

If you haven't read the first guide in this series yet, it covers what “dual-fuel” and
“tri-fuel” mean from scratch. This one assumes you've got that and is about making the
call for your home. (330) 200-8042 anytime.
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The Whole Decision in One Page

If you read only one page, make it this one.

0 Dual-fuel means gasoline or propane. Tri-fuel adds natural gas as a third choice.
0 The single biggest factor is whether you already have a natural gas line at your home.

0 No gas line? Adding one just for the generator is rarely worth the cost — dual-fuel is the
natural pick.

0 Have a gas line? Tri-fuel gives you a hands-off fuel that never runs out, for a modest
additional hookup.

0 Neither choice is a downgrade. You're picking the number of tools in the toolbox that
makes sense for your house.

0 When in doubt, dual-fuel

If you're torn, dual-fuel is the safer default — it covers the vast majority of households
well, and you can always plan for natural gas down the road if your situation changes.
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A Quick Refresher, Then We'll Decide

Since this guide is about choosing between dual-fuel and tri-fuel, let's make sure
we're using the words the same way — briefly.

Term Means

Dual-fuel One generator that runs on gasoline or propane
— you pick one before starting

Tri-fuel The same idea, plus a third option: your home's
piped natural gas

That's really it. Everything else in this guide is about which number of fuels — two or three —
actually serves your household best. For the full plain-English explanation of how these
generators work, there's a dedicated guide at the start of this series.

[0 Not re-explaining the basics here
This guide stays focused on the decision itself. If a term trips you up, the first guide in
the series and the glossary at the back of this one both have you covered.
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The Real Question: Is a Third Fuel Worth It for You?

Strip away the marketing and it comes down to one honest question: will you
actually use that third fuel option, or will it just sit there?

A tri-fuel generator isn't a “better” machine than a dual-fuel one — it's a machine with one
more option. That option is only valuable if your home can make use of it. The rest of this
guide walks through exactly what determines that.

« If natural gas is realistic for your home, it can become your hands-off, never-run-out fuel.

« Ifitisn't, gasoline and propane already cover the vast majority of what most households
need.

(0 There's no wrong answer here
I've set up plenty of very happy dual-fuel households and plenty of very happy tri-fuel
ones. The goal is matching the machine to your home, not upgrading for its own sake.
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Decision Factor 1: Do You Have a Natural Gas Line?

This is the single biggest factor, and it's worth checking before anything else.

If your furnace, stove, or water heater already runs on natural gas, you have a line at the
house, and tapping into it for a generator is a realistic, one-time project for a licensed plumber
or gas fitter. If your home runs entirely on propane or electricity with no gas line nearby,
running one in just for a generator is usually a bigger project than it's worth.

+ Have gas appliances already? You likely have a line — tri-fuel is worth a serious look.

+ All-electric or all-propane home? A gas line would likely need to be run from the street or a
tank, which is a much bigger undertaking. Dual-fuel is the practical choice.

[0 Not sure if you have a line?
Check your utility bill for a natural-gas charge, or look for a gas meter outside your
home. If you're still not sure, | can help you find out.
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Decision Factor 2: How Long Do Your Outages
Typically Run?

The longer your typical outage, the more a fuel that never runs out starts to matter.

A few hours now and then Dual-fuel covers this comfortably

A day or so, a few times a year Dual-fuel with a couple of propane tanks is
plenty

Multiple days, ice storms, etc. Tri-fuel's natural gas becomes genuinely

valuable — if you have the line

If your power almost always comes back within a day, you may never miss having natural gas
as an option. If your area is prone to multi-day outages, the “never refuel” nature of natural

gas is worth more.

00 Think back over recent years
Your own outage history — not the worst story you've heard — is the best guide here.
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Decision Factor 3: Budget and the Cost of Adding a
Third Fuel

| won't quote you prices that will be outdated by the time you read this, but the
general shape of the cost is worth understanding.

« Tri-fuel generators themselves often cost a bit more than an equivalent dual-fuel model.

+ If you don't already have a gas line nearby, running one in is a separate, often substantial
project on top of the generator itself.

« If you already have a line, tapping into it for the generator is a smaller, one-time job for a
licensed pro.

+ Weigh that cost against what you'd save in fuel errands and peace of mind over the years
you'll own the generator.

[0 Get real numbers before you decide
Rather than guessing at cost, | can help you get an honest quote for the hookup based
on your actual home, so the decision is based on real numbers, not a guess.
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Decision Factor 4. How Much Fuel Can You Store

On-Site?

This factor is easy to overlook, but it matters for the dual-fuel side of the equation

too.

« Propane tanks need outdoor space — upright, away from the house and any ignition
source.

« If you have room for one or two tanks (or a larger yard tank), dual-fuel alone can carry you
through a long outage without natural gas at all.

« Tight lots, shared walls, or no good outdoor storage spot can make natural gas's “nothing
to store” quality more appealing, if you have the line.

If storing propane comfortably isn't a problem for your property, that takes some of the
pressure off needing natural gas as a backstop.

0 Picture where the tanks would go
Before deciding, walk your property and picture where a tank or two would actually sit.
If a good spot is obvious, dual-fuel's propane side is easy to lean on.
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Decision Factor 5: What You're Trying to Protect

The last factor isn't about the house — it's about what you can't afford to lose
power to.

« A well pump or critical medical device raises the stakes on “never running out.” If that's
what's on the line, a fuel that can't be exhausted — like natural gas, if you have the line —
is genuinely appealing.

« A fridge, some lights, and the basics are far more forgiving. Running out of one fuel and
switching to a backup for a few hours is a minor inconvenience, not an emergency.

« Ask what happens if you're wrong. If misjudging your fuel supply would just mean a cold
sandwich, dual-fuel's margin is plenty. If it would mean no water or a medical device going
dark, weigh the extra security of a third option more heavily.

This factor doesn't override the others — if you have no gas line, it's moot — but when you do
have the option, it can be the tiebreaker.

00 Protecting a well or medical equipment?

These are the situations where | lean toward recommending the extra security of
tri-fuel, when the gas line is available. Let's talk through exactly what's at stake at your
house.
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If You're in Town or the Suburbs

Town and suburban homes are the most likely to already have a natural gas line —
which tilts the dual-vs-tri decision in a particular direction.

« Check your existing appliances. If your furnace or water heater runs on gas, you likely
already have what tri-fuel needs.

+ Hookup costs tend to be lower when the line is already at the house — it's a shorter run
for the pro to tap into.

« Shorter, more frequent outages mean either choice usually performs fine — the deciding
factor becomes convenience more than necessity.

« Lot size matters. Smaller town lots can make propane tank storage tighter, another point
in favor of tri-fuel if the line's available.

For many town and suburban households with an existing gas line, tri-fuel ends up being a
modest add-on cost for a genuinely convenient, hands-off fuel option.

0 Renting or sharing a wall?
If a generator of any kind isn't practical where you live, that's a separate conversation
— a battery power station may be the better fit. I'm happy to talk through it.
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If You're Rural or on a Well

Country homes flip the equation: no gas line at the road usually settles the question
before it starts — and the well pump raises the stakes.

« No line often means no realistic tri-fuel. Running gas service a long distance just for a
generator is rarely practical. Dual-fuel (gasoline and propane) is the natural fit.

« Propane becomes your workhorse fuel. A larger yard tank, kept reasonably full, can
carry a rural home through a multi-day outage without any refueling errand.

« The well pump needs to be part of the math. Sizing a dual-fuel generator generously,
with 240-volt capability, matters more than which third fuel you might add — there's a
dedicated guide on well-pump backup.

« Longer outages favor a bigger tank, not a third fuel. Moving up to a larger cylinder or a
bigger yard tank often solves the “running out” worry better than chasing natural gas
would.

For most rural, well-water homes | visit, dual-fuel with a generously sized propane supply is
the practical answer — tri-fuel usually isn't on the table simply because there's no line to tap.

0 Let's size it around your well

If you're rural and on a well, getting the dual-fuel sizing and propane supply right
matters far more than a third fuel option you likely can't use anyway. I'm glad to help
you plan it properly.
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When Dual-Fuel (Gas + Propane) Is Plenty

Here's the honest list of situations where | tell customers not to bother with tri-fuel.

« You don't have a natural gas line, and running one in isn't in the cards.
+ Your outages are usually short — a few hours to a day.
+ You have good outdoor space for a propane tank or two.

« You'd rather put the money toward a bigger, better-sized dual-fuel unit than a third fuel
option you may rarely use.

+ You just want the simplest setup that still covers you well.

[0 This describes most households
Truthfully, dual-fuel covers the majority of homes | work with beautifully. Tri-fuel is a
genuine upgrade for the right household, not a requirement for everyone.
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When Tri-Fuel (Adding Natural Gas) Earns Its Keep

And here's the honest list of situations where | actively recommend it.

You already have a natural gas line at the house.
Your outages tend to run long — multiple days at a stretch.

You'd love a fuel you genuinely never have to think about — no tank to check, no can to
refill.

You have the budget for the modest extra cost of the unit and the hookup.

You want maximum flexibility and the peace of mind of a third option in your back pocket.

If most of these sound like you, tri-fuel is worth a serious look — not because it's fancier, but
because you can actually use everything it offers.

O I'll give you a straight answer
Tell me about your home and your gas access, and I'll tell you honestly whether tri-fuel
is worth the extra cost for you — or whether I'd put that money elsewhere.

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 14 of 29

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



A SHORT SELF-QUIZ BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042

A Simple Way to Decide: A Short Self-Quiz

Answer these honestly and the right answer usually becomes obvious.

0 Do | already have natural gas piped to my home?

0 Have my outages, historically, run more than a day at a time?

0 Do I have good outdoor space to store one or two propane tanks comfortably?

0 Am I willing to pay a bit more, once, for a hookup that saves fuel errands for years?

0 Would I rather spend extra money on a bigger dual-fuel unit than on a third fuel option?

O Tally it up
Mostly leaning toward “I have gas and want hands-off"? Tri-fuel. Mostly leaning toward
“no line” or “I'd rather size up™? Dual-fuel. It's usually that simple.
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What Adding Natural Gas Actually Involves

If you're leaning toward tri-fuel, here's the short version of what the hookup looks
like — brief on purpose, since a full guide in this series covers it in depth.

» A licensed plumber or gas fitter taps your own branch off the meter, upstream of your other
appliances.

« The line is sized to the generator's BTU needs, with a sediment trap and the right fittings.

« Many setups include a quick-connect fitting, so a portable generator can be disconnected
between uses.

« This is not a do-it-yourself project — it's gas, and it needs to be done to code by a
professional.

I Never attempt a gas hookup yourself

A poorly done gas connection can leak or starve your appliances of fuel. This is
squarely a licensed professional's job, every time.
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Common Misconceptions About This Decision

A few ideas | hear that are worth clearing up.

« “Tri-fuel is simply the better generator.” It's the same generator with one more option —
better only if you can use that option.

« “I'll use all three fuels regularly.” Most tri-fuel owners actually lean on one or two fuels
day to day and treat the rest as backup.

« “Adding natural gas means unlimited power.” It means unlimited supply, not more
wattage — natural gas actually makes the least power of the three fuels.

« “l can add gas capability later if | buy dual-fuel now.” Not quite — dual-fuel units aren't
built to accept natural gas at all. If there's a real chance you'll want it, that's worth deciding
before you buy.

(0 That last one is worth repeating
If natural gas might be in your future, buying tri-fuel from the start is much simpler than
trying to add it after the fact. Speak up about this when you're shopping.
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Whichever You Choose, Safety Doesn't Change

Two fuels or three, the safety rules that matter most stay exactly the same.

Every generator, no matter how many fuels it accepts, gives off carbon monoxide — an
invisible, odorless gas that can kill. This is true whether you're running gasoline, propane, or
natural gas.

+ Run it outdoors only, at least 20 feet from the house, exhaust pointed away from doors
and windows.

« Never run it in a garage, basement, shed, or carport, even with the door open.
+ Install battery-backup CO alarms on every level of the home.

+ Store gasoline and propane safely and away from the house; know where your gas shutoff
is if you add natural gas.

- If an alarm sounds, get everyone outside into fresh air and call 911.

I More fuels means more habits to keep, not fewer
Adding a third fuel doesn't reduce the safety basics — it just means one more fuel to
store and handle carefully. Don't let convenience make you careless.
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Safe Storage, However Many Fuels You Keep

Dual-fuel means keeping gasoline and propane on hand. Tri-fuel adds natural gas,
which — happily — needs no storage at all.

Gasoline Approved cans only, cool and ventilated, away
from living space and any flame

Propane Outdoors, upright, away from heat — never in
the house or a hot car

Natural gas Nothing to store — know where your shutoff is,
justin case

One nice side benefit of adding natural gas: it's the one fuel in this whole guide that asks
nothing of your storage space at all. Everything else about safe handling stays the same
regardless of how many fuels your generator accepts.

[J More fuels, same discipline
Whether you keep two fuels or three, treat each one with the same care every time.
There's a full guide in this series on storing fuel safely if you'd like more detail.
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Talking It Through With Bill

Some decisions are easier out loud than on paper — this is one of them.

When | sit down with a customer on this exact question, we usually spend a few minutes
checking for a gas meter, a few more talking about their last few outages, and a few more on
their budget. Most of the time, the right answer becomes obvious pretty quickly once we've
covered those basics together.

[J No pressure, no commission
| don't sell generators, so there's no reason for me to steer you toward the pricier
option. I'll help you land on whichever one actually fits your home.
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When to Give Me a Call

This is exactly the kind of decision | like helping with before any money changes
hands.

« Figuring out whether you actually have a usable natural gas line

« Weighing dual-fuel against tri-fuel for your specific budget

+ Getting an honest quote for a natural-gas hookup

+ Sizing a dual-fuel generator generously if tri-fuel isn't realistic for you

+ Talking through what's really at stake — a well pump, medical equipment, or just the
basics

| come to you, here in Portage County and nearby, and I'll help you land on the choice that fits
your home — not the one that's easiest to sell.

O Bill's Home Tech
Call or text (330) 200-8042. Tech Made Simple, Service Made Personal. Every visit is
$99 flat and 30-day come-back-free.
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Everyday Cheat Sheet

Dog-ear this page for a quick reminder of how the decision usually goes.

Check if tri-fuel is realistic Look for a gas meter or gas appliances first
Cover short, occasional outages Dual-fuel is plenty
Cover long, multi-day outages Tri-fuel's natural gas shines, if you have the line
Save on cost Skip tri-fuel if you'd need a new gas line run in
Protect a well pump or medical gear Weigh the extra security of a third fuel more
heavily

Get help deciding Call Bill: (330) 200-8042
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Words People Use

A few terms from this guide, explained simply. No quiz at the end.

Q: Dual-fuel
A generator that runs on gasoline or propane — two fuel choices, one at a time.

Q: Tri-fuel
A generator that adds a third choice — your home's piped natural gas — on top of gasoline
and propane.

Q: Gas line / gas meter
The pipe and meter that bring natural gas to a home, usually visible on an outside wall.

Q: Hookup
The professional connection that lets a generator draw from your home's natural gas or a
larger propane supply.

Q: Sediment trap
A small fitting in a gas line that catches debris before it reaches the generator — part of a
proper hookup.

Q: Well pump
The pump that brings water up from a well — often the biggest reason a rural household
wants dependable backup power.
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AT A GLANCE
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Is a Third Fuel Worth It?

Three quick questions that usually settle it

Weighing tri-fuel for your

Got a natural

Outages run

Happy steoring

gas line? for days? propane tanks?
4 N\ N\ [ N\
Tri-fuel becomes NG's endless Dual-fuel may
worth exploring supply helps be all you need
\. J . VRN J
[ Whichever you choose, run it outdoors only - carbon monoxide is deadly. ]

llustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ
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Dual-Fuel vs. Tri-Fuel at a Glance

Same idea, one exira option

Dual-Fuel

Fuels Gasoline, Gasoline,
propane propane, natural
Needs a gas line No Yes, to use that
option
Hookup None extra One-time pro
hookup
Best for No gas line; Have a line;
simplicity hands-off backup

lllustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ.
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Town Home vs. Country Home

How the fuel-count decision usually leans

In Town / Suburb Rural / On a Well
Gas line often available Often no gas line nearby
Shorter run for the hookup Propane becomes the workhorse
Tri-fuel often worth it Dual-fuel is the practical fit
Lean: tri-fuel Lean: dual-fuel
\. J A\ y

Check for a gas line first - it usually decides this

lllustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ.
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How to Decide

Four steps from unsure to confident

o || @ || © ©
Check for a line Think about Weigh the hookup Pick dual or tri
Meter outside? outages One-time cost, Match the fuels
Gas appliances? - Hours, or -] by a pro - to your home
days at a time?
\. J U J U J \ y
lllustration - a schematic, not to scale. Your setup may differ.
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BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

Need a Real Person?

You do not have to remember all of it.
You just have to remember you can call.
Friendly, in-home tech help — | come to you.

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, | will
make it right — or refund it. No awkwardness,
no fine print. That is how | would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com

Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM
— Bill

Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC - 30+ years of tech experience - Serving Portage County since 2025 - Fully Insured
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A Note From BIll

A quick note from Bill.
| write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so | can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or
the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or
climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

.'i'-'-;

l"

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042 - BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com - Mon-Sat 9:00 AM — 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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