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! Before you begin — a quick safety note.

This guide covers work involving gasoline and propane storage, which can cause

serious injury, fire, or property damage if something goes wrong. It's here for general

information only, not professional advice. If you're not completely comfortable — or if

your local codes require a licensed pro — please stop and hire a qualified fire-safety

pro or propane supplier. Turn off the power at the breaker before any electrical step.

Never work on gas lines yourself; if you smell gas, leave right away and call your gas

company or 911. There's no shame in calling a pro — that's often the smart, safe

choice. You follow this guide at your own risk. — Bill

A Note From Bill
Fuel storage is one of those topics that sounds simple until you actually try to do it

right — how long does gas really last, is propane the same, where's actually safe to

keep it? Let's sort it all out.

The short version is that gasoline and propane couldn't be more different when it comes to

sitting around waiting for you. This guide gives you the honest timelines for both, plus the

habits that keep whatever you store safe and actually usable.

What you'll get out of this guide

• How long gasoline really lasts, treated and untreated

• Why propane barely ages at all, sitting in a tank

• Where each fuel should — and shouldn't — live at your home

• The rotation habit that keeps a gasoline supply trustworthy

• Town and country notes on how much fuel actually makes sense

★ Not sure your current setup is safe?

A quick walk-through of where and how you're storing fuel is a fast, worthwhile house

call. Call me at (330) 200-8042 and let's take a look together.
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Fuel Storage, in One Page
If you only read one page today, make it this one.

❑ Untreated gasoline is good for roughly 3-6 months; ethanol blends can start degrading in

as little as 1-3 months.

❑ Fuel stabilizer can stretch gasoline to roughly 12-24 months — better, but still not forever.

❑ Propane doesn't go stale — it stores essentially indefinitely, cylinder condition aside.

❑ Store gasoline in approved cans, cool and ventilated, away from living space and

anything that sparks or burns.

❑ Rotate gasoline — use the oldest first — rather than letting any one can sit for years.

✔ Mark every can with a date

A simple strip of tape with the fill date turns rotation from a guessing game into a

glance.
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The Three Fuels, Storage-Wise
Before the details, here's the honest overview of what you're dealing with.

Fuel Storage story

Gasoline Goes stale in months; needs rotation and,
ideally, a stabilizer.

Propane Stores essentially indefinitely; just inspect the
cylinder itself yearly.

Natural gas Nothing to store at all — it's piped in as you use
it.

Notice gasoline is really the only one asking for ongoing attention. That's not a knock against

it — it's just the trade-off for a fuel that's easy to find everywhere.

✔ This is exactly why some folks lean on propane

If fuel storage sounds like a chore, propane's patience is a big part of why it's such a

popular backup choice.
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Gasoline's Shelf Life, Honestly
This is the number most people are surprised by.

Plain, untreated gasoline is good for roughly 3 to 6 months before it starts breaking down.

Gasoline blended with ethanol — which is most of what's sold at the pump — can start

degrading even sooner, sometimes in as little as 1 to 3 months, because ethanol attracts

moisture and oxidizes faster.

• As gasoline ages, it can gum up a carburetor and make a generator hard or impossible to

start.

• Heat speeds up the process; a hot garage or shed ages fuel faster than a cool one.

• There's no reliable way to tell just by looking that gas has gone bad — treat these timelines

as your guide, not a guess.

! Old gas is a common cause of no-starts

If a generator that started fine last year suddenly won't cooperate, stale gasoline is one

of the first things worth suspecting.
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Stabilizer: Buying Gasoline More Time
This one small bottle changes the whole equation.

Fuel stabilizer is an additive mixed into gasoline that slows the breakdown process. With it,

gasoline can reasonably stay usable for roughly 12 to 24 months instead of just a few — a

real difference for anyone storing fuel for an occasional outage.

• Add it as soon as the gas is fresh, following the product's instructions for the right amount

— not after it's already sat for months.

• Stabilized gasoline still isn't forever — it buys time, it doesn't stop the clock completely.

• Give a can a gentle shake occasionally to help keep the stabilizer mixed through the fuel.

✔ A cheap habit with a big payoff

Stabilizer costs very little next to the frustration of a generator that won't start on old

fuel during an actual outage.
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Ethanol-Free Gasoline: The Longer-Lasting Option
If you're setting fuel aside specifically to sit and wait, this is worth knowing about.

Ethanol-free gasoline — sold at some stations, usually labeled clearly — tends to last longer

in storage than typical ethanol-blended gas, since it doesn't attract moisture the same way.

Many small-engine owners seek it out specifically for fuel they plan to store.

• If you're storing gasoline mainly for backup power, ethanol-free is worth the extra trip to

find.

• If your generator does run ethanol-blended gas, keep the ethanol content at 10% or less,

and never use E85 — it isn't designed for these engines.

✔ Check your generator's manual

Your manual will say what ethanol content it's designed for. When in doubt, that beats

guessing at the pump.
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Approved Cans: What to Actually Store Gasoline In
The container matters just as much as where it sits.

• Use a can that's specifically listed and made for gasoline storage, with a proper sealing

spout.

• Keep cans clearly labeled, so nobody ever mistakes an old can's contents for something

else.

• A cracked, rusted, or poorly sealing can should be retired rather than trusted with fuel in it.

A good approved can is inexpensive and widely available — it's one of the easiest safety

upgrades in this whole guide.

✔ Never repurpose a household container

A milk jug, a soda bottle, or an old paint can is never an acceptable place to store

gasoline, no matter how convenient it seems in the moment.
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Where Gasoline Should (and Shouldn't) Live
Location does almost as much work as the can itself.

• Cool and ventilated: a detached shed or a well-ventilated garage corner beats a hot,

closed-up space.

• Away from living space: not in a basement, a closet, or anywhere near where people

sleep or spend time.

• Away from ignition: keep it well clear of a water heater's pilot light, a furnace, or anything

else with a flame or spark.

If none of those spots sound like what you've got right now, it's worth rethinking the setup

rather than working around it.

! Heat is the quiet enemy

A hot attached garage in July does more damage to stored gasoline than most people

expect — both to the fuel itself and to the safety margin around it.
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Fuel Storage in Town or the Suburbs
Closer neighbors and smaller lots make a modest, tidy fuel plan the right fit for most

town households.

What usually matters most here

• Keep amounts modest. Shorter town outages usually don't call for a large gasoline

reserve — a couple of approved cans, rotated regularly, is often plenty.

• Attached garages need extra care. If your garage shares a wall with the house, that's

exactly why gasoline belongs far from any pilot light or ignition source, and ideally in a

detached shed if you have one.

• Rotate more often with less stored. A smaller amount is actually easier to keep fresh —

you'll cycle through it before it has a chance to age.

• Propane is a tidy alternative. A couple of cylinders sidestep the whole rotation question if

gasoline storage feels like a hassle in a smaller space.

A common town setup is one or two approved gas cans, stabilized and rotated each season,

plus a cylinder or two of propane for the fuel that doesn't need the same fuss.

✔ Check your local rules

Some towns and homeowners' associations limit how much gasoline can be stored on

a property. A quick check saves a surprise later.
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Fuel Storage on a Well or in the Country
More space usually means more fuel kept on hand — but the same safety rules

apply no matter how much you're storing.

What usually matters most here

• Longer outages call for more fuel, period. Whether that's more gasoline cans or, better,

a larger propane supply, rural households often plan for days, not hours.

• Propane is usually the smarter reserve for the long haul, precisely because it doesn't

age the way gasoline does — a real advantage when a well pump depends on fuel staying

good for months between uses.

• More storage space still means the same rules: cool, ventilated, away from living space

and ignition — a bigger shed doesn't change the fundamentals.

• Rotation matters even more with volume. A large stock of untreated gasoline that

quietly goes stale over a season is a bigger loss — and a bigger risk — than a couple of

small cans.

A typical country approach leans on propane as the primary reserve for anything that has to

run a well pump or furnace for days, with a modest, well-rotated gasoline supply for quicker

jobs.

★ Water is the thing you miss first

If a well pump depends on stored fuel showing up ready to work, let's make sure what's

actually in that shed is fresh enough to trust. I'm glad to take a look.
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The Rotation Habit: Why It's the Real Secret
Every fact in this guide about gasoline points to the same simple habit.

Rotation just means using your oldest gasoline first — in the mower, the car, or the generator

— and replacing it with fresh fuel, rather than letting any single can sit untouched for a year or

more.

• Buy only what you'll realistically rotate through in a few months, not a multi-year stockpile.

• Mark every can with a fill date so “oldest first” is a glance, not a guess.

• Pour older gas into the car or mower before it gets too old to use comfortably, then refill the

can with fresh fuel.

✔ Tie it to something you already do

Rotating gas at the same time you do something seasonal — mowing season,

snowblower prep — makes it a habit instead of one more thing to remember on its

own.
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Propane's Very Different Story: Stores Essentially
Forever
Everything above is a lot of care and feeding for gasoline. Propane asks for almost

none of it.

Propane doesn't oxidize, gum up, or go stale sitting in a tank the way gasoline does. A full

cylinder set aside today is just as good to use a year from now, or several years from now, as

it is right now.

• There's no rotation to manage, no stabilizer to add, no shelf-life clock ticking on the fuel

itself.

• The only thing that ages is the cylinder — which is why a yearly look and eventual

requalification still matter, even though the propane inside doesn't care about time.

There's a whole guide in this series on tank sizes, refilling, and cylinder requalification if you

want the fuller picture.

★ This is why I recommend it so often

When someone tells me they don't want to fuss with fuel maintenance, propane is

usually the answer. Set it and mostly forget it, aside from that yearly glance.
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The Rule That Matters Once the Generator Starts
Storing fuel safely gets you ready — running the generator safely is the other half

of the picture.

A running generator's exhaust contains carbon monoxide, an invisible, odorless gas that can

kill. Breathing enough of it can make you pass out — or worse — before you realize

anything's wrong. It takes roughly a hundred lives a year, almost always in situations that

were preventable.

• Run the generator outdoors only, at least 20 feet from the house, exhaust pointed away

from doors, windows, and vents.

• Never run it in a garage, basement, shed, or carport, even briefly — and never in the same

shed where you store fuel.

• Put battery-backup CO alarms on every level of the house and near bedrooms, and test

them.

• If an alarm sounds, or anyone feels dizzy or sick, get outside into fresh air and call 911.

! Keep stored fuel away from a running generator

A hot muffler and a can of gasoline should never be near each other. Store fuel well

clear of wherever the generator actually runs.
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Storing Propane Cylinders Safely
A quick reminder of the propane-specific basics, even though the fuel itself doesn't

age.

• Store cylinders outdoors, standing upright, away from heat sources — never in the house,

garage, or a hot car.

• Give every cylinder a yearly look for rust, dents, or a damaged valve.

• Know the requalification date stamped on the collar — cylinders generally need

requalifying around every 12 years.

There's a whole guide in this series devoted to tank and cylinder sizes, refilling versus

exchanging, and requalification in more depth.

! If you ever smell rotten eggs

That smell is added to propane on purpose so a leak gets noticed. If you smell it, don't

flip switches or light anything — get away from the area and call your propane supplier

or 911.
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Natural Gas: Nothing to Store, but Know Your Shutoff
If your home has natural gas, this is the shortest page in the guide for a good

reason.

Piped natural gas arrives exactly when you use it — there's no tank, no can, no rotation,

nothing to age. It's one of the quiet advantages of a tri-fuel setup tied into a home's gas line.

• The one thing worth knowing ahead of time is where your home's main gas shutoff is, just

in case you ever need it.

• There's a whole guide in this series on connecting a generator to natural gas if that's part

of your setup.

✔ Find the shutoff before you need it

A calm afternoon is a much better time to locate your gas shutoff than the middle of an

emergency. Ask your gas company if you can't find it.
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Fire Safety Basics Around Stored Fuel
A few habits reduce the risk around any stored fuel, gasoline especially.

• No smoking, and no open flame of any kind, anywhere near stored fuel.

• Keep a fire extinguisher rated for fuel fires somewhere easy to reach near your storage

area.

• Keep stored gasoline well away from the generator whenever it's running or still hot from

running.

• Clean up any spill right away, and let the area air out before anything nearby is used or lit.

None of this is complicated — it's just worth treating as routine rather than an afterthought.

! A little fuel and a little spark is all it takes

Fuel-storage fires are rare precisely because most people take these basics seriously.

Keep it that way at your house too.
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A Simple Seasonal Rotation Routine
Tying fuel care to the seasons makes it easy to remember.

• Spring: check any gas left over from winter equipment; use it up or rotate it out before

mowing season ramps up.

• Fall: stabilize and top off what you'll want on hand for winter storm season; check propane

cylinders while you're at it.

• Anytime: a can that's been sitting more than a few months without stabilizer is due for a

rotation, whichever season it happens to be.

Twice a year is enough for most households — just enough to keep old fuel from quietly piling

up unnoticed.

✔ Put it on the calendar

A reminder tied to daylight saving time changes — the same one people use for smoke

detector batteries — works nicely for fuel rotation too.
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How Much Fuel Should You Actually Keep on Hand?
There's no single right number here — just a sensible balance.

• Keep enough to realistically cover your typical outage, based on how you'd actually run the

generator.

• Don't keep so much gasoline that you can't rotate through it before it ages — more isn't

better if it just goes stale.

• Check your local fire code or municipality for any limits on how much gasoline can be

stored on a residential property.

Propane doesn't have this tension the same way — since it doesn't age, a larger reserve is

simply a longer runway, not a rotation headache.

✔ When in doubt, lean smaller and rotate more often

A modest amount of always-fresh gasoline beats a large stockpile that's quietly gone

stale in the back of the shed.
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What to Do With Old or Questionable Gasoline
Eventually a can gets away from you, or you inherit fuel of unknown age. Here's the

safe way to deal with it.

• Never pour old gasoline on the ground, down a drain, or into the trash.

• Take it to a household hazardous-waste collection site or a fuel-recycling location — many

communities and some auto shops accept it.

• If you're unsure whether a stash is still usable, treat it as questionable rather than risk a

rough-running or no-start generator when you need it most.

Disposing of it properly once in a while is a small chore next to the peace of mind of knowing

everything left in the shed is actually fresh.

! When in doubt, don't use it

Gasoline is inexpensive to replace. A generator that won't start during an actual outage

is not.
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When to Give Me a Call
Most of fuel storage is habits you can build yourself — but a few parts are worth a

second set of eyes.

• Walking your property to find the safest, most practical storage spot.

• Sorting out whether a stash of unknown-age gasoline is still worth using.

• Setting up a propane cylinder rotation and inspection routine.

• Deciding how much of each fuel actually makes sense for your household.

• A yearly check-up that includes a look at your whole fuel storage setup.

I come to you, here in Portage County and nearby, and I explain everything in plain language

at whatever pace suits you.

★ Bill's Home Tech

Call or text (330) 200-8042. Tech Made Simple, Service Made Personal. Every visit is

$99 flat and 30-day come-back-free.
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Everyday Cheat Sheet
Dog-ear this page. It's the fast answer to what comes up most with fuel storage.

I want to... Remember this

Know gasoline's shelf life ~3-6 months untreated; ethanol blends can start
fading in 1-3 months

Stretch it further Stabilizer added fresh gets you to roughly 12-24
months

Store it safely Approved can, cool & ventilated, away from
living space and ignition

Keep it trustworthy Rotate — oldest gas used first, dated cans

Think about propane Stores essentially forever; just inspect the
cylinder yearly

Handle old gas Take it to hazardous-waste or fuel recycling —
never pour it out

Get help Call Bill: (330) 200-8042
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Words People Use
A few fuel-storage terms, in everyday language.

Q: Fuel stabilizer

An additive mixed into fresh gasoline that slows its breakdown, stretching usable shelf life to

roughly 12-24 months.

Q: Ethanol-free gasoline

Gasoline without ethanol blended in — it tends to store longer than typical pump gasoline.

Q: Approved container

A gas can specifically listed and made for gasoline storage, with a proper sealing spout.

Q: Rotation

Using the oldest stored gasoline first and replacing it with fresh fuel, so nothing sits long

enough to go stale.

Q: Shelf life

How long a fuel stays usable in storage — a few months for gasoline, essentially indefinite for

propane.

Q: Requalification

The periodic re-certification a propane cylinder needs over its lifetime, even though the

propane inside doesn't age.

Q: Carbon monoxide (CO)

The invisible, odorless gas in engine exhaust that can kill. The reason a generator must

always run far outdoors, away from stored fuel and the house alike.
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help — I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right — or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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