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! Read this first — always pack a physical ID

A digital ID on your phone can speed you through airport security where it's accepted,

but it never replaces a real, physical ID. TSA can still ask to see your actual license or

passport, and not every airport is set up for phones. So however fancy your phone

setup, put an acceptable physical ID in your pocket before every flight.

Your phone at the security line
You may have heard you can now show ID from your phone at the airport. It's true

in a growing number of places — and this guide explains exactly where it works,

where it doesn't, and what to carry so you're never caught out.

I'm Bill, from Bill's Home Tech in Portage County, Ohio. I help folks travel with less worry, and

airport ID is a spot where a little knowing-ahead saves a lot of stress at the checkpoint.

The short version: a digital ID is a nice bonus, not a travel document you can lean on by itself.

Let's make sure you understand both, so you walk up to the line confident.

★ Flying soon and unsure?

If you've got a trip coming and want to be sure your IDs are in order, call or text me at

(330) 200-8042. Ten minutes now beats a scramble at the airport.
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The whole guide, on one page
If you remember only this, you'll sail through.

❑ Always carry a physical ID — a REAL ID license (with the star) or a passport. That alone

gets you through.

❑ A phone digital ID is optional and only works at some checkpoints.

❑ TSA keeps an official list of participating states and airports — check it for your specific

airport before you count on your phone.

❑ A digital ID is for domestic ID checks only; international travel needs your passport.

❑ REAL ID is being enforced — make sure your license has the star, or bring your passport.

✔ The one rule that never fails

A valid passport in your bag solves every airport ID question at once. If you have one

and it's current, bring it and stop worrying.
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What 'digital ID' means at the airport
There are two different things people mean, and it helps to know which is which.

A mobile driver's license or state ID

This is your state-issued license added to Apple Wallet or Google Wallet — Ohio offers one,

as do a growing number of other states. At a supported TSA checkpoint, you tap your phone

to a reader instead of handing over a card.

A passport added to your phone

More recently, Apple began letting people add a U.S. passport to the Wallet app as a 'Digital

ID' for use at TSA checkpoints. It launched as a beta feature in late 2025 and is for domestic

airport ID checks only — it does not replace your physical passport book and is no good for

international travel.

✔ Both are 'extras'

Whichever kind you have, it's a convenience layered on top of your real ID. Neither one

lets you leave the physical document at home.
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Where a phone ID actually works
This is the heart of the matter — and it's more limited than the headlines suggest.

Phone IDs work only at checkpoints with a specific newer reader (the kind with a camera that

matches your face to the ID). A good many airports have them now — a few hundred — but

not every airport, and not every lane within an airport. And only travelers from participating

states can use a mobile license.

Because the list of states and airports keeps growing, the only reliable way to know about

your trip is to check TSA's official digital ID page, which lists participating states and has an

airport map. Treat any specific number you read elsewhere as a snapshot that may already

be out of date.

! Don't gamble your flight on it

Even if your home airport supports phone IDs, your connecting or return airport might

not. Never build your trip around the phone working — carry the physical ID and treat

the phone as the nice-to-have.
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Is Ohio part of this?
Good news for us Ohioans, with the usual caveat.

Ohio is among the states whose Mobile ID can be used at participating TSA checkpoints. That

means an Ohio driver's license added to Apple Wallet (and, as of late August 2026, Google

Wallet) may be accepted where the right reader is in place.

The catch is the same as for everyone: 'may be accepted, where the reader is in place.'

Official lists can even lag behind the latest wallet additions, so the safe move is to check

TSA's page close to your travel date and — you guessed it — carry your physical license too.

★ Want help setting up your Ohio Mobile ID?

If you'd like your Ohio license on your phone before a trip, I walk through that in detail

in the Ohio Mobile ID guide, and I'm happy to set it up with you in person. Call (330)

200-8042.
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How it works at the checkpoint
If your airport supports it, here's what actually happens — it's quick and you stay in

control.

• Have your phone ready and your boarding pass handy as usual.

• At the podium, tap your phone to the ID reader, the way you'd tap to pay.

• Your phone asks you to approve sharing your ID with TSA — confirm with your face or

fingerprint.

• A camera matches your face to the ID photo; the officer may still glance at you and your

boarding pass.

• That's it — no handing your phone across the podium.

! You hold your phone the whole time

A real TSA digital ID check never requires you to unlock your phone and pass it to

someone. You tap and approve while holding it. If anything about a 'check' feels off,

use your physical ID instead.
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What to carry, every single flight
Pack these and no checkpoint can slow you down over ID.

Pick one physical ID

• A REAL ID-compliant driver's license or state ID — the one with a star in the upper corner.

• OR a valid U.S. passport or passport card.

• OR another ID on TSA's accepted list (for example, certain military or tribal IDs, or a Global

Entry card).

Then, optionally

Add your phone's digital ID on top, for a possible quicker tap where it's supported. It's gravy

— the physical ID in the list above is what truly gets you on the plane.

✔ A simple travel-day habit

Keep your flying ID in the same pocket of the same bag every trip. A fixed home for it

means you never leave the house wondering whether you packed it.
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The REAL ID star — what it means for flying
This is the thing most likely to trip up a traveler who hasn't flown in a while.

To fly within the United States, your driver's license now needs to be 'REAL ID-compliant' —

marked with a star in the top corner — unless you're using a passport or another accepted ID.

A plain, older license without the star may not be enough on its own.

Enforcement began in May 2025 and is being phased in over a couple of years, so an

out-of-date card might mean extra screening or delays rather than a flat refusal — but that's

not a gamble worth taking on travel day. If your license has no star and you don't have a

passport, visit the BMV to upgrade well before you fly.

! Check your card now, not at the airport

Pull out your license and look for the star in the upper corner. No star and no passport?

Sort it out before your trip. Checkpoints are no place to discover an ID problem.
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The passport in your phone — handle with care
The newest option is adding a passport to Apple Wallet. It's promising, but know its

limits.

Apple's Digital ID lets you add a U.S. passport to Wallet for use at TSA checkpoints. It arrived

as a beta in late 2025, which means it's still being rolled out and isn't live everywhere. Handy

for a domestic trip where it's supported — but still new.

Crucially, it is NOT a replacement for your passport book. You cannot use it to travel

internationally or cross a border; for that you carry the actual passport. Think of it as another

way to show domestic ID at the airport, nothing more.

✔ New features deserve a backup

Any brand-new, still-in-beta feature is exactly the kind of thing to try with your physical

ID safely in your bag. Let it prove itself over a few trips before you trust it.
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Two ways people come to this — and both are fine
Some folks fly often and want every convenience; others fly once or twice a year

and just want no surprises. The advice is the same at heart, with a different

emphasis.

If you fly often

A phone ID can genuinely shave a little time, and you'll learn which airports in your rotation

support it.

• Set up your Mobile ID (and maybe the passport Digital ID) and use it where it works.

• Still keep a physical ID on you — frequent flyers get complacent and that's when it bites.

• Check TSA's list now and then, since coverage keeps expanding.

If you fly rarely

Honestly, you may not need a phone ID at all. The simplest, safest path is a single good

physical ID.

• Make sure your license has the REAL ID star, or bring your passport.

• Don't feel pressure to set up a digital ID just because it exists.

• If a relative offers to add one to your phone, fine — but keep it as a bonus, not your plan.

★ Either way, I can help you get ready

Whether you want the full phone setup or just a check that your license is flight-ready,

that's a quick, friendly visit. Call (330) 200-8042.
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What if your phone dies or the reader won't cooperate?
This is precisely why the physical ID rule exists — so a hiccup is a non-event.

Phones run out of battery, readers go down, and software has off days. If any of that happens

at the checkpoint and you're relying only on your phone, you've got a problem. If you have

your physical ID, you simply hand it over and carry on as travelers always have.

A charged phone is worth having for your boarding pass and the digital ID, so top it up before

you leave and consider a small battery pack. But never let the phone be your only key through

security.

✔ Low-tech wins on travel day

Even if you love the phone ID, a physical ID and (if you like) a printed boarding pass

are the belt-and-suspenders that keep a dead battery from derailing your trip.



PRIVACY AT THE CHECKPOINT BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 13 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

Privacy and the face camera
Some travelers feel uneasy about the camera at the podium. Here's the plain

picture.

Digital ID checkpoints use a camera to match your live face to your ID photo. TSA has said

these photos are generally used for the match in the moment and not kept for most travelers,

and there's typically a way to decline the facial step and ask for a standard ID check instead.

If you'd rather not use the camera, you can say so and present your physical ID the traditional

way. That's your right, and it won't keep you from flying.

✔ You can always opt for the old way

Prefer a human glance at a plastic card? Just hand over your physical ID. The digital

option is there if you want it, not an obligation.



BEFORE YOU LEAVE HOME BillsHomeTech.com · (330) 200-8042

Tech Made Simple — Service Made Personal Page 14 of 29
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,

gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

A quick before-you-leave routine
Run through this the night before and travel day gets boring — in the best way.

❑ My physical ID (REAL ID license or passport) is in my bag.

❑ If flying internationally, my passport book is packed.

❑ My phone is charged, and I have a charger or battery pack.

❑ If I use a digital ID, it's added and I've confirmed my airport supports it.

❑ I know whether my license has the REAL ID star.

★ Make it a two-minute call

Not sure about any line here? Ring me at (330) 200-8042 before your trip and we'll run

the list together. I'd rather you fly easy.
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Common mistakes travelers make
Avoid these and you've avoided nearly every airport ID headache.

• Leaving the physical ID home because the phone 'has it.' The phone is never enough on

its own.

• Assuming every airport supports it. Your departure airport might; your return might not.

• Not knowing about the REAL ID star until the checkpoint. Check your card at home.

• Thinking the phone passport works abroad. It's domestic-only; carry the book.

• A dead phone battery with no backup. Charge up and carry a plastic ID.

! The costly one

Showing up with no acceptable physical ID — counting entirely on a phone — can

mean extra screening or missing your flight. The plastic ID is not optional; the phone is.
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Travel scams to brush off
Crooks follow travelers. A couple of ID-flavored tricks are worth knowing.

Watch for texts or emails claiming you must 'verify your digital ID before your flight' or 'update

your TSA PreCheck' through a link. TSA and the airlines don't work that way, and the links

lead to fake pages that harvest your information or a payment.

Be wary too of look-alike websites selling 'TSA approval' or charging fees to enroll in

programs that are actually free or official-only. When in doubt, go straight to tsa.gov by typing

it yourself.

! No real agency rushes you by text

A message that pressures you to click a link right now about your ID or your flight is a

scam signal. Slow down, don't click, and verify through the official site or your airline's

own app.
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Helping a parent or grandparent fly
If you're the one who gets the 'what do I need for the airport?' call, here's how to set

them up to succeed.

Keep it simple for them: one good physical ID is the whole requirement. Confirm their license

has the REAL ID star or that their passport is current, and make sure it lives somewhere they

won't forget it.

A digital ID can be a kind addition if they're comfortable with their phone, but don't make it

their plan. The goal is a relative who walks up to the line calm, with a card that works no

matter what.

★ I can prep a traveling parent

If mom or dad is flying to visit and you're worried about the ID piece, I'm glad to check

everything and explain it gently in person. Call (330) 200-8042.
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Children, companions, and special cases
A few situations come up often enough to mention.

• Children flying domestically with you generally don't need their own ID — but confirm your

airline's policy for unaccompanied minors.

• A companion or aide uses their own ID; a digital ID can't be 'shared' between people.

• Expired license? A passport covers you while you renew. Don't fly on an expired card and

hope.

• Lost ID right before a flight? Go to the checkpoint early; TSA has an identity-verification

process, but it takes time and isn't guaranteed.

✔ Give yourself extra time

Any ID wrinkle is survivable if you arrive early. Build in a cushion and a surprise at the

podium becomes a small delay, not a missed flight.
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Keeping your setup current
A little upkeep keeps your travel documents ready year-round.

Check your passport's expiration date well ahead of any trip — many countries want several

months of validity remaining, and renewals can take a while. Keep your license current and

REAL ID-compliant. If you use a digital ID, update it whenever your license renews so the

phone version matches.

And now and then, glance at TSA's digital ID page to see whether your usual airports have

joined the list — coverage keeps growing, and a trip that needed the plastic card last year

might tap through this year.

✔ Set a yearly reminder

A simple calendar note each year — 'check IDs and passport dates' — heads off the

last-minute passport-renewal panic that catches so many travelers.
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Your airport-ID checklist
The whole guide, boiled down to a packing list.

❑ A physical ID: REAL ID license (star) or a current passport.

❑ Passport book if flying internationally.

❑ Phone charged, charger or battery pack along.

❑ Digital ID added (optional) and airport confirmed to support it.

❑ Arrived early enough to absorb any surprise.

★ One last gut-check

If you can tick every box, you're set. If one gives you pause, that's exactly when a quick

call to (330) 200-8042 pays off. Safe travels.
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Common Questions
The airport-ID questions I hear most, answered plainly.

Q: Can I leave my license at home if it's on my phone?

No. A physical ID is always required as backup, and not every checkpoint takes phones.

Carry the real card or your passport every time.

Q: Will my phone ID definitely work at my airport?

Only if that airport and lane have the right reader and your state participates. Check TSA's

official digital ID page for your specific airport, and don't rely on it.

Q: Does the phone passport work for international trips?

No. The digital passport is for domestic TSA checks only. International travel requires your

physical passport book.

Q: What's this REAL ID star I keep hearing about?

To fly domestically, your license needs a star marking it REAL ID-compliant, or you use a

passport. Check your card now; upgrade at the BMV if it has no star and you've no passport.

Q: Do I have to use the face camera?

Generally no — you can decline and present a physical ID the standard way. The digital

option is a convenience, not a requirement.

★ Still unsure before a trip?

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042. We'll make sure your IDs are in order so the

checkpoint is the easy part of your day.
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The quick recap
Stick this in your travel folder.

❑ Physical ID always — REAL ID license or passport.

❑ Digital ID is a bonus that works only at some checkpoints.

❑ Check TSA's official list for your airport before you count on it.

❑ Phone passport is domestic-only; the book is for abroad.

❑ Charge your phone; carry a backup battery.

❑ Ignore texts pushing you to 'verify your ID' through a link.

❑ Arrive early — a cushion turns any surprise into a shrug.

✔ Travel easy

Get the physical ID right and everything else is just convenience. That's the whole

secret to a calm walk through security.
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You don't have to do this alone
You just have to remember that a friendly, patient person is one call away.

I hope this guide made showing your ID at the airport feel a little less daunting and a lot more

doable. Keep it in a drawer with your other home papers, come back to a page whenever you

need it, and don't worry about memorizing anything.

When you'd rather have a hand, that's exactly what I do. I come to your home, work at your

pace, and never make you feel rushed or silly for asking. A first visit is a flat $99, and for the

parts that don't need me on-site I can often help right on your screen for $49. Every visit

comes with a 30-day, come-back-free guarantee. I'm a tech helper, not a bank, a lawyer, or a

financial advisor — for disputes, taxes, or legal questions I'll help you reach the right people

and prepare what you need.

★ Bill's Home Tech — real help, close to home

Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, or visit BillsHomeTech.com. Serving Atwater and all

of Portage County. 30+ years of patient, plain-English tech help — and if you're ever

not 100% happy with a visit, I'll make it right or refund it. That's a promise. — Bill
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Need a Real Person?
You do not have to remember all of it.

You just have to remember you can call.

Friendly, in-home tech help -- I come to you.

BILL'S PROMISE

If you are not 100% happy with a visit, I will

make it right -- or refund it. No awkwardness,

no fine print. That is how I would want to be treated.

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

— Bill

Prefer help without a visit?
Bill can screen-share and fix many things remotely — a flat $49, free for Support Plan members.

© 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC · 30+ years of tech experience · Serving Portage County since 2025 · Fully Insured



A Note From Bill
A quick note from Bill.

I write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and I do my best to keep every step
accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a bit different, so I can't promise a guide
will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem. These guides are for general information only —
they're not professional, legal, or financial advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or

the manufacturer's instructions. Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here
at your own risk. If a step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or

climbing a ladder — or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional
(or give me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any

damage, data loss, or injury that comes from using these guides. Thanks for reading, and stay safe out
there.

— Bill

Book a visit —
billshometech.com/book

Use of these guides is subject to our Terms of Use (billshometech.com/terms-of-use).

(330) 200-8042  ·  BillsHomeTech.com
Bill@BillsHomeTech.com  ·  Mon–Sat 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM

For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk. For electrical,
gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech
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