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1. The 60-Second Version If you only read one page, read this one. Bluetooth is a short
wireless link between your phone and your car. Once the two are introduced, your car can
play your phone calls and your music through its own speakers, with the phone tucked in
your pocket or the cupholder. You do not need CarPlay or Android Auto for this. Almost
every car built in the last fifteen years has plain Bluetooth for calls and music, and that is all
you need for hands-free driving. You introduce the two devices one time. This is called
pairing. After that, the car recognizes your phone on its own every time you get in and start
the engine. Pair once: open the car's phone menu, start Add Device, and pick the car on
your phone. If a code shows up, make sure it matches on both screens, then confirm. To
make calls, use the phone button on the wheel or the car screen. For music, choose
Bluetooth as the audio source, then press play in your music app. After the first time, the
car reconnects by itself when you drive. WATCH OUT Do all of this parked with the engine
running. Never pair or poke at menus while the car is moving. THE BASICS 2. What
Bluetooth Actually Does in a Car A short, invisible wire between two devices. Think of
Bluetooth as a wire you cannot see, about thirty feet long. It carries sound back and forth
between your phone and your car with no cable at all. When someone calls you, their voice
comes out of the car speakers and the car's little microphone picks up your voice. When
you play music, your songs ride that same invisible wire from the phone to the speakers.
The phone keeps doing the real work. The car is just borrowing its sound. Because there is
no cable, your phone can stay in your pocket, your purse, or the cupholder the whole drive.
That is the whole trick, and it is a good one. The name comes from an old Danish king,
which is a fun bit of trivia but nothing you need to remember. What matters is that the same
little feature lives in your phone and in your car's radio, waiting to be switched on. It costs
you nothing to use, it does not touch your phone bill or your data, and once it is set up you
will barely think about it again.
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3. Why Hands-Free Is Worth Setting Up It is legal, and it is a lot safer. In Ohio, holding your
phone while you drive can get you a ticket. The law wants your hands on the wheel and
your eyes on the road. Bluetooth hands-free calling keeps you on the right side of that law,
because you are not holding anything. The call plays through the speakers and you talk out
loud, the way you would chat with a passenger. It is also plain safer. You are not fishing for
a ringing phone, not squinting at a tiny screen, and not steering with one hand. Setting this
up once is one of the kindest things you can do for yourself and for everyone else out on
the road. Our Ohio roads throw plenty at a driver already, from winter slush on the back
roads to deer at dusk, and the last thing you need is a phone in your hand on top of all that.
Hands-free lets you keep talking to a worried family member or taking a call from the
doctor's office without ever adding to the risk. It is the difference between a quick glance up
at the road and a long look down at a screen, and that difference is where accidents hide.
GOOD TO KNOW Even hands-free, keep calls short while driving. The safest call is the
one you make parked. BEFORE YOU START 4. What You Need in Front of You Gather
these before you begin. Pairing goes smoothly when you have everything handy. You need
your phone, charged and unlocked. You need the car parked somewhere safe with the
engine running or the key turned so the dashboard screen is awake. It helps to have the
car's owner's manual nearby, or the thick booklet in the glovebox, because every car hides
its Bluetooth menu in a slightly different spot. You do not need any special cable, app, or
account. You do not need to buy anything. If your phone and car are both less than fifteen
years old, the parts you need are already built in. Give yourself ten quiet minutes and you
will have it done. Your phone, charged and unlocked. The car parked, with the dashboard
screen awake. The owner's manual or glovebox booklet, just in case. Ten unhurried
minutes.
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FIRST PAIRING
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5. Finding the Right Menu in Your Car Every car hides it somewhere a little different. The
hardest part of pairing is usually just finding the menu. On most cars you are looking for a
button or a screen tile labeled Phone, Telephone, or Settings. Some cars have a
steering-wheel button with a little telephone picture on it. Press that and the dashboard
screen wakes up to the phone area. From there, look for a choice that says something like
Add Device, Pair Device, Pair Phone, Connect, or Bluetooth Setup. The words vary from
maker to maker, but the idea is always the same. You are telling the car, | would like to
introduce a new phone. Take your time and read the screen. There is no wrong button you
can press that breaks anything. Look for Phone, Telephone, or a steering-wheel button
with a phone picture. Inside, find Settings, Connections, or Bluetooth. Then choose Add
Device, Pair, or Pair Phone. If you get lost, the glovebox manual lists the exact path. FIRST
PAIRING 6. Turning On Pairing Mode in the Car This makes the car wave to nearby
phones. When you choose Add Device, the car goes into what is called pairing mode. In
plain terms, it starts waving a flag so nearby phones can see it. The screen usually says
something like Searching, Ready to Pair, or Make the car discoverable. Many cars also
show the car's name on screen, something like My Car, VW Audio, or Toyota BT. Make a
note of that name, because you will tap it on your phone in a moment. The car will only
wave its flag for a minute or two, so do not wander off. If it stops before you are ready, just
press Add Device again to restart. This step costs you nothing and can be repeated as
often as you like. TIP Write down the exact car name the screen shows. It makes the next
step on your phone much easier.
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FIRST PAIRING
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7. Opening Bluetooth on Your Phone Now the phone looks back at the car. Now pick up
your phone. You want its Bluetooth list, which is where the phone shows every nearby
gadget it can talk to. On an iPhone, open Settings, then tap Bluetooth, and make sure the
switch at the top is green and on. On an Android phone, open Settings, then tap
Connections or Connected Devices, then Bluetooth, and make sure it is switched on. In a
second or two, a list of nearby devices appears underneath. Your car should show up in
that list with the same name you saw on the dashboard. If it is not there yet, wait a few
seconds, or tap Scan or Pair New Device to make the phone look again.

On iPhone: Settings, then Bluetooth, and switch it on.

On Android: Settings, then Connections or Bluetooth, and switch it on.

Wait for the list of nearby devices to fill in.

Find the car's name in that list. FIRST PAIRING 8. Matching the Code on Both Screens
The numbers are how they shake hands. When you tap the car's name on your phone,
both screens often show a short number, usually four or six digits. This is the handshake.
It proves your phone is talking to your car and not the car in the next parking space. Look
at the phone screen and look at the dashboard screen. If the numbers match, tap Pair,
Yes, or Confirm on the phone, and press the matching button in the car. That is the
whole introduction. Some older cars skip the matching number and instead ask you to
type a PIN, which is almost always 0000 or 1234. If one does not work, try the other. The
owner's manual lists it if you get stuck. GOOD TO KNOW If the car asks for a PIN and
gives no hint, try 0000 first, then 1234. One of the two works on nearly every older car.
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9. The Permission Pop-Ups to Expect Say yes so the car can do its job. Right after the two
shake hands, your phone usually asks a couple of polite questions. It may ask, Allow this
car to show your contacts and recent calls? Tap Allow or Yes. That is what lets the car
show your phonebook and dial by name later. It may also ask whether to share
notifications or sync messages. You can say yes or no to those; they are extras and not
needed for calls and music. None of these give the car anything beyond the car. They
simply let the dashboard do the helpful things you paired it for. If you tap No by habit and
later find a feature missing, do not worry. You can turn each permission back on in the
phone's Bluetooth settings. Allow contacts and call history, so you can dial by name.
Allowing messages is optional and only reads them aloud if your car supports it. You can
change any of these later in the phone's Bluetooth settings. YOUR CONTACTS 10. Getting
Your Phonebook Into the Car So the car knows who is who. One of the nicest tricks is
letting the car borrow your contact list, which car makers call the phonebook. Once your
names and numbers are in the car, you can say Call Margaret and the car knows the
number. You can also see who is calling by name instead of by a bare phone number.
Most phones send the phonebook over automatically the first time, as long as you tapped
Allow on that contacts question. On some cars you have to ask for it. Look in the phone
menu for Download Contacts, Sync Phonebook, or Import Contacts, and press it. The
transfer takes anywhere from a few seconds to a couple of minutes if you have a lot of
contacts.

Make sure you tapped Allow when the phone asked about contacts.

In the car's phone menu, look for Download Contacts or Sync Phonebook.
Press it and wait while the names load in.

Open the car's Contacts or Phonebook list to check they arrived.

A WDN PP
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YOUR CONTACTS
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11. When the Contacts Do Not Show Up Usually one permission got missed. Sometimes
calls work fine but the phonebook stays empty. Nine times out of ten, the contacts
permission got tapped away. On an iPhone, open Settings, tap Bluetooth, tap the little
letter i next to your car's name, and make sure Sync Contacts or Show Notifications is
switched on. On an Android phone, open the Bluetooth settings, tap the gear next to your
car's name, and turn on Contact Sharing or Phonebook Access. After flipping that switch,
start the car fresh or ask the car to download contacts again. The names should flow in. If
they still will not, the car may only hold a certain number of contacts, which is a quirk of
older systems rather than anything you did wrong. TIP After you turn the contacts
permission back on, unpair and re-pair once. That forces a clean fresh transfer of the
whole phonebook. MAKING CALLS 12. Answering a Call Hands-Free One button and you
are talking. Once paired, incoming calls are wonderfully simple. When your phone rings,
your music fades down and the car shows the caller on the dashboard. To pick up, press
the green phone button on the steering wheel, or tap Answer on the screen. Now just talk
out loud. The caller hears you through the little microphone in the roof or near the mirror,
and you hear them through the speakers. To hang up when you are done, press the red
phone button on the wheel or tap End on the screen. You never touch the phone itself. If
you would rather not answer, press the red button to send it to voicemail, same as hanging
up. Green button or Answer to pick up. Talk out loud; the roof microphone hears you. Red
button or End to hang up. Red button also sends an unwanted call to voicemail.
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MAKING CALLS
9. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

13. Placing a Call From the Dashboard Dial without ever touching the phone. Making a call
is just as easy as answering one. Press the phone button to open the car's phone area.
From there you usually get a few ways to dial. You can scroll your phonebook and pick a
name. You can tap Recent Calls and pick someone you spoke to lately. Or you can tap a
keypad and punch in a number by hand. Whichever you choose, the call goes out through
the car and plays over the speakers. For most people the phonebook and the recent-calls
list are the easiest, because you rarely have to remember an actual number. Do your
scrolling and picking while parked whenever you can, and save the driving minutes for
talking, not tapping. If you call the same handful of people over and over, some cars let you
save a few favorites or speed-dial numbers right in the dashboard, so your spouse or your
son is just one tap away. It is worth a minute poking through the phone menu to see
whether yours offers that, because it turns a fiddly task into a single press. WATCH OUT
Scrolling the phonebook takes your eyes off the road. Pick your person before you pull out,
or use voice dialing instead. MAKING CALLS 14. Dialing by Voice Say the name and let
the car do the rest. Voice dialing is the safest way to call while driving, because your eyes
never leave the road. Most cars have a button on the steering wheel with a little picture of a
person talking, or just the word Voice. Press it, wait for the beep, and say something plain
like Call Margaret, or Call Margaret mobile if she has more than one number. The car
repeats the name back and places the call. If your car's own voice system is clumsy, you
can instead press and hold the voice button to borrow your phone's helper, Siri on an
iPhone or Google on an Android, which usually understands names better. Speak clearly
and at a normal pace, as if talking to a friend across the table.

Press the voice button on the wheel and wait for the beep.
Say Call, then the person's name, clearly and plainly.

If they have two numbers, add mobile or home.

Listen for the car to repeat the name, then it dials.
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PLAYING MUSIC
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15. Streaming Your Music Through the Speakers Your phone's songs on the car's sound
system. The same Bluetooth link that carries calls can carry your music, your podcasts,
your audiobooks, anything that plays on your phone. To use it, press the car's Source or
Media button until the display reads Bluetooth Audio, BT Audio, or just Bluetooth. That tells
the car to listen to your phone instead of the radio or a CD. Then open whatever you like on
your phone, whether that is your music app, a podcast, or a radio app, and press play. The
sound comes out of the car speakers. Many cars even show the song title and let you skip
tracks with the steering-wheel buttons. It turns any plain old car into a jukebox for
everything on your phone. This is a real gift on a long Ohio drive, because you are no
longer stuck hunting for a radio station that fades out past the county line. Your own
playlists, a favorite podcast, an audiobook to pass the miles to Cleveland or Columbus, all
of it plays straight through the car as clearly as the radio ever did. And because the music
is coming from your phone, it picks up right where you left off the next time you get in.
Press Source or Media until it shows Bluetooth Audio. Open your music or podcast app on
the phone and press play. Use the wheel buttons to skip or pause if your car allows it.
Volume is controlled by the car's normal volume knob.
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16. Why Calls Work but Music Will Not The two are separate jobs on the same link. Here is
a puzzle that trips up a lot of folks. Hands-free calls work perfectly, but no music comes
through. The reason is that Bluetooth does calls and music as two separate jobs, and an
older car might only be set up for the calling job. If your car is one of those, there is nothing
to fix; it was simply built hands-free only. But often the fix is easy. Make sure the car's
source is set to Bluetooth Audio and not the radio, because if it is on the radio you will hear
the radio, not your phone. Also check that your phone is actually playing and not paused.
And on the phone, make sure the car is allowed to play audio, not just make calls. One
more thing worth knowing: a few cars will not play music over Bluetooth unless a call is
possible too, so if calls were never set up right, music can stay silent as a side effect.
Fixing the calling side often brings the music along with it. Work through these one at a
time, in order, and you will usually land on the answer without guesswork.

Set the car source to Bluetooth Audio, not radio or CD.

Make sure your phone is playing and not paused.

In the phone's Bluetooth settings, confirm Media Audio is allowed for the car.

If none of that helps, your car may simply be hands-free only. PLAYING MUSIC 17.
Phone vs Media Audio, Explained Simply Two switches, not one. On your phone's
Bluetooth settings, if you tap the details for your car, you often find two separate
switches. One is usually called Phone Audio or Calls, and the other is Media Audio or
Music. Think of them as two doors. The Phone door lets calls through. The Media door
lets music through. If the Music door is shut, calls still work but songs stay silent. People
sometimes shut that door by accident and then cannot figure out why the music
vanished. Opening it again brings the music right back. It is a small thing, but it explains a
surprising number of head-scratchers, and now you know exactly where to look. Switch
name What it controls Phone Audio or Calls Hands-free calls through the speakers
Media Audio or Music Streaming music, podcasts, audiobooks Both on Calls and music
both work normally
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EVERY DAY
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18. How the Car Reconnects on Its Own After the first time, it mostly just works. The best
part of pairing is that you only do the hard setup once. After that, the car remembers your
phone. Every time you get in and start the engine, the car looks around, sees your familiar
phone, and connects to it by itself within a few seconds. You do not have to touch a thing.
For this to happen, your phone's Bluetooth needs to be switched on and the phone needs
to be in or near the car. Most people leave Bluetooth on all the time, so it just happens. You
will know it worked when the dashboard shows a little Bluetooth symbol, or your music
picks up, or a Connected message flashes by. If it does not reconnect, the next few
chapters cover why. The handshake usually finishes before you are even out of the
driveway, so by the time you reach the main road your phone is ready for calls and your
music is cued up. There is nothing to press and nothing to remember. That quiet, automatic
greeting every morning is the whole payoff for the ten minutes you spent pairing, and it is
why this is so worth doing once and doing right. GOOD TO KNOW Leaving your phone's
Bluetooth switched on all the time uses almost no battery, and it is what lets the car greet
you automatically. EVERY DAY 19. When It Does Not Reconnect A short checklist that
fixes most mornings. Some mornings you get in and nothing connects. Before you worry,
run a quick checklist. First, is your phone's Bluetooth actually on? It sometimes gets
switched off by accident, or by airplane mode. Second, is the phone awake and nearby, not
buried in a bag in the back seat? Third, did you leave another gadget connected, like
earbuds or a smart watch, that grabbed the phone first? Bluetooth can usually only play to
one thing at a time. Fourth, a simple fix for almost anything Bluetooth is to turn the phone's
Bluetooth off, count to ten, and turn it back on. That gentle nudge clears up more problems
than anything fancier. If it still will not join, the next chapter goes deeper.

1 Check that the phone's Bluetooth is switched on.
2 Make sure the phone is awake and inside the car.
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1 Disconnect earbuds or a watch that may have grabbed the phone.

2 Turn the phone's Bluetooth off, wait ten seconds, and back on. 20. When It Will Not Pair
at All Start fresh and try again, calmly. If that very first pairing just will not take, do not
fight it. Start clean. On the phone, go into Bluetooth settings, find the car's name if it is
listed, and tap Forget This Device. In the car, delete the phone from its paired list the
same way. Now both sides have a blank slate. Turn the phone's Bluetooth off and on,
restart the car by shutting it off and back on, and run the Add Device steps from the very
beginning. A fresh start clears out a half-finished pairing that was quietly getting in the
way. This simple reset fixes the large majority of stubborn cases, and it never hurts
anything to try. The reason it works so well is that a pairing is really a little agreement
held in two places at once, the phone and the car, and if only one side remembers the
agreement, they talk past each other. Wiping both sides and starting over puts them back
in step. Go slowly, read each prompt as it appears, and do not jump ahead to the phone
before the car is actually waving its flag. Patience here is worth more than speed. Forget
the car on the phone and delete the phone in the car. Turn the phone's Bluetooth off and
back on. Shut the car fully off and restart it. Run Add Device from the start, slowly,
following each prompt. TROUBLE 21. Common Reasons Pairing Fails A few usual
suspects to rule out. When pairing keeps failing, it is almost always one of a handful of
plain causes. The car may already have its device list full, so it has no room for a new
phone until you delete an old one. The phone may still be connected to a different car or
to someone else's phone acting as a go-between. The car may have timed out of pairing
mode before you finished on the phone, which just means you restart Add Device and
move a little quicker. Rarely, the car's software has gotten confused and needs the
restart from the last chapter. None of these mean your car or phone is broken. They are
small, ordinary hiccups with small, ordinary fixes.
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TROUBLE
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What you see Likely cause No room to add phone Car's device list is full Car not in phone
list Pairing mode timed out Pairs then drops Another device grabbed the phone Code
never appears Try again, or use PIN 0000 22. Clearing a Full Device List Older cars only
remember so many phones. Many older cars can only remember four or five phones at a
time. Once that list is full, it flat refuses to add another until you make room. This surprises
people who have paired a few phones over the years, maybe an old one, a work one, and
a friend's. The fix is to go into the car's phone or Bluetooth menu, open the list of paired
devices, and delete the ones you no longer use. Look for Delete, Remove, or Forget next
to each name. Clearing out the dead wood frees a spot, and then your new phone pairs
right up. It is good housekeeping to do this every so often anyway, so the list stays tidy. TIP
Delete a phone you sold or gave away as soon as you can. There is no reason to leave an
old device living in the car's memory. TWO PHONES 23. Pairing a Second Phone Both
spouses, one car. A car can be paired with more than one phone, which is handy when a
husband and wife share it. To add the second phone, you run the exact same Add Device
steps from that phone, start to finish, just as you did the first. Both phones then live in the
car's memory. The twist is that usually only one phone connects at a time for calls, and the
car tends to grab whichever phone it saw last, or whichever it is set to prefer. If the wrong
phone keeps connecting, you can go into the car's phone list and connect the one you want
by hand, or set a preferred phone in the settings. Many cars will stream music from one
phone while taking calls on another, but that varies by car.

1 From the second phone, run the full Add Device steps again.
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1 Both phones now stay saved in the car.

2 If the wrong one connects, pick the right phone from the car's list.

3 Look for a Preferred or Priority phone setting to make it automatic. 24. When the Car
Grabs the Wrong Phone Tell it which one you want. With two phones in the car, you will
sometimes get in and find the car connected to your spouse's phone instead of yours,
because theirs was closer or connected last. This is not a fault, just the car doing its best
to guess. The quickest fix on the spot is to open the car's phone list and tap your own
phone to connect it. If it keeps guessing wrong, look in the settings for an Auto-Connect,
Priority, or Preferred Device choice and set your phone as the favorite. Another trick is to
simply turn off Bluetooth on the phone you are not using for that trip, so the car has only
one choice. A little juggling, but easily tamed. GOOD TO KNOW If only one person is
driving that day, switching off Bluetooth on the other phone guarantees the car picks the
right one. SOUND QUALITY 25. Making Calls Sound Clearer Small changes, big
difference to the other end. Hands-free calling uses a tiny microphone built into the car,
usually in the roof near the dome light or by the mirror. It does its best, but a few things
help the person on the other end hear you well. Roll the windows up, because wind roar
drowns out your voice fast. Turn the fan and the music down while you talk. Speak at a
normal volume toward the windshield, not down into your lap. If your car is noisy at
highway speed, the other person may struggle, and that is the nature of a small
microphone in a moving car. For a truly important call, pulling over and talking parked
always sounds best, with no road noise at all. If people often tell you they cannot hear
you, it is almost never your phone at fault; it is the mix of road noise, wind, and a small
microphone trying its best. Older cars tend to have simpler microphones than new ones,
so a little extra quiet on your end goes a long way. Turning the heater fan down a notch
and keeping the radio off while you talk makes a bigger difference than most folks
expect.
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Roll the windows up to cut wind noise.

Turn down the fan and any music while talking. Speak at a normal volume toward the
windshield. For an important call, pull over and talk parked. 26. Fixing Choppy or
Cutting-Out Sound When the audio stutters, check these. If your music or calls stutter and
cut in and out, the invisible Bluetooth wire is struggling to keep a clean link. The most
common cause is the phone being too far away or blocked, so keep it up on the seat or in a
cupholder rather than buried in the trunk or a thick bag. A phone case packed with metal
cards can also muffle the signal. If the stutter started suddenly, the old standby works: turn
the phone's Bluetooth off and on, or forget and re-pair the car. A phone low on battery
sometimes throttles Bluetooth to save power, so a charge can help. If it only stutters in one
spot on your drive, that is just a patch of radio interference and nothing you did. WATCH
OUT Do not go hunting for the phone or re-pairing while driving to chase a stutter. Note it,
and sort it out once you are parked. EXTRAS 27. Reading and Hearing Text Messages
Some cars can read your texts aloud. Many cars from the last decade can read incoming
text messages aloud over the speakers, so you never glance at the phone. Whether your
car does this depends on the car, and on turning on the messages permission when your
phone asked during pairing. If your car supports it, a new text may chime and the
dashboard offers to read it, or you press a button to hear it. Some cars even let you reply
with a short canned message like Driving, call you later. This is a nice safety extra,
because a text is one of the most dangerous things to reach for while driving. If your car
does not do it, no loss, but it is worth checking the phone menu to see.

Tech Made Simple. Service Made Personal. Page 19 of 27
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk.
For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



Bill's Home Tech BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042
Pairing Your Phone to an Older Car by Bluetooth — Calls & Music

GOOD TO KNOW
17. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

If you want texts read aloud, turn on Show Notifications or Message Access for the car in
your phone's Bluetooth settings. RENTALS 28. Pairing a Rental Car The same steps, with
one extra at the end. Pairing a rental works exactly like pairing your own car. Find the
Phone or Settings menu, start Add Device, and pick the car on your phone. Within a minute
you have hands-free calls and your music for the whole trip, which makes a strange car
feel a lot more like home. The one extra step comes at the end. Before you hand the rental
back, delete your phone from the car and forget the car on your phone. This matters
because the next renter should not see your name, your phonebook, or your recent calls
sitting in that dashboard. It takes ten seconds and protects your privacy. Make it a habit,
the same way you would clear your things out of the glovebox.

Pair the rental using the normal Add Device steps.

Enjoy hands-free calls and music for the trip.

Before returning it, delete your phone from the car's device list.

Forget the rental car on your phone as well. RENTALS 29. Keeping Your Information
Private Your phonebook should not stay behind. It bears repeating, because it is so easy
to forget in the rush of returning a car. When you pair a phone, the car may copy your
whole contact list and your recent calls into its memory. That is fine in your own car, but
in a rental, a borrowed car, or a car you are about to sell, that information should not be
left behind for a stranger. Always delete your phone from the car's paired list before you
part with the car. If you are selling your own car, do the same, and if the car has a
factory-reset option in its settings, that wipes everything clean at once. Treat the car's
memory the way you would treat a shared computer: tidy up before you walk away.

A WDN PP
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Before selling or returning any car, delete every paired phone. Your contacts and call
history live in that dashboard until you clear them. KEEPING IT WORKING 30. After a
Phone Update or New Phone A fresh start keeps things smooth. Now and then a phone
software update, or getting a brand-new phone, upsets a pairing that worked fine for years.
The car may refuse to connect, or music may go quiet while calls still work. The cure is
almost always the same friendly reset. Forget the car on the phone, delete the phone in the
car, and pair the two again from scratch. With a new phone, you simply pair it as if the car
had never seen a phone before. It is a few minutes of setup, not a sign anything is wrong.
Think of it like re-introducing two old friends who have both changed a little. Once they
shake hands again, the automatic everyday connection comes right back. KEEPING IT
WORKING 31. A Few Habits That Prevent Headaches Small routines that keep it
trouble-free. A handful of easy habits keep car Bluetooth working without fuss for years.
Leave your phone's Bluetooth switched on so the car can greet you on its own. Keep the
paired-device list trimmed, deleting phones you no longer use before the list fills up. When
something acts up, reach first for the gentle reset of turning Bluetooth off and on before
anything drastic. And remember that calls and music are two separate jobs, so a problem
with one is not a problem with the other. None of this is hard, and you do not have to
memorize it. If it ever ties you in knots, that is exactly what | am here for. Leave the phone's
Bluetooth on for automatic reconnecting. Delete unused phones before the device list fills.
Try turning Bluetooth off and on before anything bigger. Remember calls and music are
separate; one can work without the other.
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32. What Bluetooth Cannot Do Honest limits of an older car. It is worth being honest about
the edges. Plain car Bluetooth gives you hands-free calls and music, and sometimes reads
texts aloud. What it does not do is put a map, your apps, or a big phone-like screen on the
dashboard. That is what CarPlay and Android Auto are for, and most older cars simply do
not have them. If you want navigation, you keep using your phone on a vent mount for that,
while Bluetooth handles the calls and the sound. Knowing this saves frustration. You are
not missing a setting that would turn your 2011 sedan into a 2024 one. You are getting
exactly what Bluetooth was built to give, which for calls and music is plenty. GOOD TO
KNOW If you want maps and apps on the dashboard, that is CarPlay or Android Auto, a
separate feature most older cars do not have. Bluetooth handles calls and music only. THE
BIG PICTURE 33. A Simple Mental Model to Keep Three ideas and you have got it. If you
remember just three things, you will handle almost any Bluetooth hiccup that comes up.
One, pairing is a one-time introduction, and after that the car reconnects by itself. Two,
calls and music are two separate jobs riding the same invisible wire, so check them
separately when something is off. Three, when in doubt, start fresh: forget the car, delete
the phone, and pair again. Everything else in this guide is just detail hanging off those three
ideas. You do not need to be a tech person to use hands-free calling. You just need these
few plain notions, and the patience to do your setup parked and unhurried. Pairing is a
one-time introduction; reconnecting is automatic. Calls and music are separate jobs on the
same link. When stuck, forget, delete, and pair fresh. Always do setup parked and
unhurried.

Tech Made Simple. Service Made Personal. Page 22 of 27
For general information only — not professional advice. Use at your own risk.
For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech



Bill's Home Tech BillsHomeTech.com - (330) 200-8042
Pairing Your Phone to an Older Car by Bluetooth — Calls & Music

GET HELP
20. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

34. When to Call Bill If it will not behave, let me sort it out. If you have worked through this
and your car still will not pair, or the music will not play, or you just would rather have
someone do it with you, give me a call. | am Bill, and | have spent more than thirty years
helping folks right here in Portage County make their technology behave. A short driveway
visit is usually all it takes. | will sit in the car with you, pair your phone, load your contacts,
show you how to answer a call and play your music, and write down the simple steps so
you can do it again. We go at your pace, with no rushing and no talking over your head.
Many of the folks | help tell me they had been meaning to sort this out for months and kept
putting it off because it seemed complicated. It almost never is. Most pairings take me just
a few minutes, and the look of relief when a daughter's voice comes clear through the
speakers for the first time is the best part of my day. There is never any pressure, and
there is no silly question. If | cannot get your car and phone talking, you will not be charged
for the attempt; that is my friendly guarantee. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042, and my
assistant Sophie or | will set up a time that suits you. You do not have to remember all of
this on your own. That is exactly what | am here for, and | am always glad to help, whether
it is a first pairing or just a nagging glitch you would like a second pair of hands on. TIP
Keep this guide in the glovebox. Next time you or a friend get a new phone, the pairing
steps are right here waiting for you.

CHEAT SHEET
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Everyday Cheat Sheet Keep this page handy. It points you straight to what to do for each
task. | want to... Do this | want to... Do this Pair for the first time Open the car's phone
menu, start Add Device, pick the car on your phone Make the car reconnect Turn Bluetooth
on, keep the phone in the car, start the engine Answer a call Press the green phone button
on the wheel or screen Play my music Pick Bluetooth Audio as the source, then press play
in your app Add a second phone Run the Add Device steps again from the other phone
Free up the device list Delete an old phone from the car's paired list Pair a rental Use the
rental's phone menu, then forget the car when you return it Get help Call Bill: (330)
200-8042
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HOW | CAN HELP
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Your Visit — and My Promise In-home visit — $99 flat for your first visit. No contracts and
no surprise charges, and a 30-day follow-up is included. Remote Support — $49 for a
screen-share session. | only connect with your permission, you watch the whole time, and
you can end anytime. If | can't fix it over the screen-share, | refund the $49 — and if it turns
out you need me in person, that $49 goes toward your visit. It's included free for Support
Plan members ($39/mo). GOOD TO KNOW My promise — If you're not 100% satisfied
with your visit, I'll come back at no charge, or refund the full $99. No questions, no
awkwardness. That's how I'd want to be treated. Call or text (330) 200-8042 - Book a visit:
billshometech.com/book - bill@billshometech.com This free guide is for general information
only — not professional advice, and no substitute for your device's own manual. Any prices
or outside products mentioned can change; please confirm current details before you buy.
Please use your own good judgment and follow it at your own risk — for anything involving
electricity, gas, water, or heights, stop and call a licensed professional. Bill's Home Tech
and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any damage, data loss, or injury that results. © 2026
Bill's Home Tech, LLC.
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AT A GLANCE

A Picture to Follow Along

First Pairing

Four steps, done once, parked.

1. Open menu 2. Add device 3. Pick car 4. Match code
Car phone Start pairing On the phone Confirm
or settings on the car Bluetooth list the numbers

lllustration — a schematic. The order is a suggestion; do one box at a time.

A schematic of the plan — company steps vary; the order does not have to.
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AT A GLANCE

A Second Look

What Car Bluetooth Does

One wireless link, sreveral iobs

~
Hands-free calls
. J
( )
Music streaming
Your phone over \_ _J
Bluetooth - ~
Your contacts
. J
( )
Voice dialing
. J

lllustration — a schematic. Set-up screens differ; each takes only a few minutes.
BEFORE YOU GO

A Note From Bill

A quick note from BiIll. | write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do
my best to keep every step accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a
bit different, so | can't promise a guide will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem.
These guides are for general information only — they're not professional, legal, or financial
advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or the manufacturer's instructions.
Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here at your own risk. If a
step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or climbing a ladder
— or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional (or give
me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that results.
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BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

HOW | CAN HELP

Your Visit — and My Promise

In-home visit — $99 flat for your first visit. No contracts and no surprise charges, and a
30-day follow-up is included.

Remote Support — $49 for a screen-share session. | only connect with your permission, you
watch the whole time, and you can end anytime. If | can't fix it over the screen-share, | refund
the $49 — and if it turns out you need me in person, that $49 goes toward your visit. It's
included free for Support Plan members ($39/mo).

GOOD TO KNOW

My promise — If you're not 100% satisfied with your visit, I'll come back at no charge, or
refund the full $99. No questions, no awkwardness. That's how I'd want to be treated.

Call or text (330) 200-8042 - Book a visit: billshometech.com/book - bill@billshometech.com

This free guide is for general information only — not professional advice, and no substitute for your device's own manual. Any prices

or outside products mentioned can change; please confirm current details before you buy. Please use your own good judgment and

follow it at your own risk — for anything involving electricity, gas, water, or heights, stop and call a licensed professional. Bill's Home
Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any damage, data loss, or injury that results. © 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC.
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