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THE 60-SECOND VERSION
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licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

1. The Whole Idea in One Glance If you remember only this page, you will still make a
smart choice. Two cameras make towing far less stressful. A backup camera shows what
is behind the trailer, for backing into a site and for seeing traffic on the road. A hitch camera
points down at the ball so you can line up and hook up by yourself, without a second
person waving their arms. A backup camera removes the big blind spot behind a long rig A
hitch camera lets you line up the ball and coupler solo Wired cameras are the most reliable
but need more install Wireless cameras are easier to add yourself, with some trade-offs
Many newer RVs are already prewired for a camera You do not need both cameras to
start. Pick the job that worries you most — backing in or hitching alone — and add that
camera first. The other can come later. WHY A CAMERA 2. Why Cameras Make Towing
Safer A long trailer or motorhome has a blind spot behind it that mirrors never fully cover.
You cannot see a child, a pole, or a picnic table directly behind you. A camera turns that
blind spot into a clear picture on a screen, so backing in and changing lanes become far
safer and far less stressful. Mirrors leave a large blind spot behind a long rig A camera
shows what is directly behind you Safer backing into tight campsites Safer lane changes
and merging on the highway The relief a camera brings is hard to overstate. Many RVers
say it is the upgrade that most changed how they feel about driving a big rig.
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TWO JOBS
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3. Backup and Hitch Cameras Are Different It helps to know these are two separate tools
for two separate jobs. A backup camera looks out behind the rig, for driving and parking. A
hitch camera looks straight down at the trailer ball, for the moment of hooking up. Some
systems bundle both; many people start with just one. Backup camera: looks behind the rig
for driving and parking Hitch camera: looks down at the ball for hooking up They solve
different problems Some kits include both; many start with one TIP If you always have a
helper to spot you, a backup camera matters more. If you often hitch alone, the hitch
camera may be the one that changes your life. PICK FIRST 4. Which Camera to Add First
The most practical page in this guide. Decide which problem bothers you most and solve
that one first. If backing into sites makes you sweat, start with a backup camera. If hitching
up solo has you climbing in and out of the truck ten times, start with a hitch camera. You
can always add the other later. Dread backing in: start with a backup camera Hitch alone
and struggle: start with a hitch camera Always have a helper: a backup camera is the
priority Travel solo: a hitch camera can be the bigger relief WATCH OUT Do not feel you
must buy a do-everything system on day one. Solving your single biggest worry first is
cheaper and teaches you what you actually want next.
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BACKUP BASICS
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5. What a Backup Camera Is A backup camera is a small weatherproof camera mounted
high on the back of your RV or trailer, aimed behind you. It sends its picture to a screen up
front — a dedicated monitor, your rear-view mirror, or your phone. You watch that screen
as you back up or drive. A weatherproof camera mounted high on the rear Aimed to see
directly behind the rig Shows on a monitor, mirror, or phone up front Used for both backing
up and highway driving Mounting the camera high and angled down gives the best view of
the ground right behind you, which is exactly where the surprises hide when you back into
a site. HITCH BASICS 6. What a Hitch Camera Is A hitch camera is a small camera aimed
straight down at your trailer ball and coupler. As you back the truck toward the trailer, you
watch the screen and guide the ball right under the coupler. It turns the maddening
back-and-forth of solo hitching into one smooth, slow reverse. A small camera aimed down
at the ball and coupler Lets you line up the hitch by yourself Turns many tries into one
smooth reverse Especially loved by people who tow alone TIP A hitch camera is the
answer to the old two-person hitching dance. One person in the truck, watching the screen,
can place the ball under the coupler on the first try.
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WIRED OR WIRELESS
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7. The Big Choice: Wired or Wireless The main decision you will make is wired versus
wireless. A wired camera runs a cable from the camera to the screen. A wireless camera
sends its picture through the air. Each has real strengths and real trade-offs, and the right
pick depends on your rig and your comfort with installing things. Wired: a cable carries the
picture, most reliable Wireless: sends the picture through the air, easier to add Wired takes
more work to install Wireless can suffer interference over a long trailer Neither choice is
wrong. Full-timers who tow daily often prefer wired for rock-solid reliability; weekenders
who want an easy do-it-yourself job often choose wireless. WIRED PROS 8. Why Wired
Cameras Are Reliable A wired camera sends its picture down a cable, which is about as
dependable as it gets. There is no signal to drop, no battery to die, and no interference
from other devices. Once it is installed, it simply works every time you need it, which is why
it is the choice for people who tow a lot. No wireless signal to drop or stutter No battery to
charge or replace Immune to interference from other gadgets Rock-solid once installed
The cable is the whole point. It is the most reliable path for a picture, and that reliability is
exactly what you want when you are easing a big rig into a tight spot.
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WIRED CONS
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9. The Catch With Wired Cameras The trade-off for a wired camera is the install. You have
to run a cable from the back of the rig all the way to the front, which can mean fishing it
through walls or along the frame. On a trailer that disconnects, the wiring has to break
cleanly at the hitch too. It is more work and often a job for a pro. A cable must run the
length of the rig Fishing the wire through walls takes time and care A towed trailer needs a
clean connection at the hitch Often best left to someone comfortable with wiring TIP If the
idea of fishing a cable through your RV's walls makes you wince, this is exactly the kind of
install I can handle, so it is done cleanly and works the first time. WIRELESS PROS 10.
Why Wireless Cameras Are Easy A wireless camera is the friendly do-it-yourself choice.
There is little or no cable to run, so you can often mount it, power it, and pair it to a screen
in an afternoon. For a weekend camper who wants to add a camera without tearing into the
walls, wireless is the easy path. Little or no cable to run A doable afternoon project for most
people Mount, power, and pair to a screen Great for adding a camera to a rig with no
prewire The appeal of wireless is simplicity. If you want a camera without a big install or a
service appointment, this is the route that gets you there fastest.
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WIRELESS CONS
9. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
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11. The Catch With Wireless Cameras Wireless has two honest trade-offs. The signal has
to travel the whole length of a long trailer, and it can stutter or drop if something interferes.
And many wireless cameras run on a battery that needs charging, which is one more thing
to remember. Neither is a dealbreaker, but both are worth knowing. The signal can drop
over a long trailer Other devices can cause interference Many run on a battery you must
keep charged A lag or stutter is possible at the worst moment WATCH OUT On a long fifth
wheel, test a wireless camera'’s signal before you trust it for backing. A picture that freezes
just as you reverse into a post is worse than no camera at all. PREWIRED 12. Is Your RV
Already Prewired? Many newer RVs come from the factory prewired for a backup camera,
with a bracket and a power connection already on the back. A very common setup uses the
Furrion prewire, marked by a square plate high on the rear wall. If you have it, adding a
matching camera is far simpler than a full install. Many newer RVs are prewired for a
camera Look for a square plate high on the rear wall The Furrion prewire is a common
example A matching camera plugs right into it TIP Before you buy anything, walk to the
back of your rig and look up high for a camera plate or bracket. If it is there, your install just
got much easier and cheaper.

FURRION
10. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

13. Adding a Camera to a Prewired Rig If your rig has the common prewire plate, you buy
the matching camera, slide it onto the bracket, and connect it. The power is already there
behind the plate. Then you pair it with a monitor. It is close to plug-and-play, which is why
factory prewiring is such a gift.

Confirm the prewire plate and brand on your rear wall

Buy the matching camera for that prewire

Slide the camera onto the bracket and secure it

Connect it to the power already behind the plate

Pair it with your monitor and test The prewire handles power at the camera, but the
picture may still travel wirelessly to the monitor. Check whether your matching camera is
wireless or needs more wiring up front. THE SCREEN 14. Where You Watch the Picture

a b~ W N B
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The camera is only half the system; you also need something to watch. Your choices are
a dedicated monitor mounted on the dash, a special rear-view mirror with a screen built
in, or your phone or tablet. Each has fans, and the best one depends on how your truck
or motorhome cab is laid out. A dedicated monitor sits on the dash, always ready A
mirror-style screen replaces your rear-view mirror A phone or tablet app keeps the dash
clear Pick what fits your cab and your eyes TIP For a camera you use while driving, a
dedicated monitor or mirror screen is safer than a phone, because it is always on and
easy to glance at without fumbling.

MONITOR
11. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

15. The Dedicated Monitor A dedicated monitor is a small screen made for the job,
mounted on or near the dash. It turns on with the camera and shows a clear, bright picture.
Because it does only this one thing, it tends to be reliable and simple to read, with big,
obvious controls. A small screen made just for the camera Mounts on or near the dash
Bright and easy to read at a glance Simple controls, nothing to fumble with A dedicated
monitor is the no-nonsense choice. It does one job well and is always right where you left
it, which many drivers prefer to hunting for a phone. MIRROR SCREEN 16. The
Mirror-Style Screen A mirror-style screen replaces or clips over your rear-view mirror and
shows the camera right where you already look. It is a tidy solution because there is no
extra box on the dash. When the camera is off, it works as a normal mirror. When it is on,
the picture appears on the glass. Replaces or clips over the rear-view mirror Shows the
picture right where you already look No extra box cluttering the dash Works as a normal
mirror when the camera is off A mirror screen feels natural because your eyes already go
to the mirror. If you like a clean dash, it is a very tidy way to add a camera.
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PHONE SCREEN

12. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
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17. Watching on Your Phone Some cameras send their picture to your phone or tablet over
a wireless link and an app. This keeps the dash bare and lets you place the screen
anywhere. It works well for hitching, where you are stopped. For driving, a device that
mounts solidly and never loses the picture is the safer choice. The camera sends its view
to a phone or tablet app Keeps the dash completely clear Fine for hitching, where you are
stopped For driving, mount it solidly and test reliability WATCH OUT Fumbling with a
phone while backing a big rig is dangerous. If you watch on a phone, mount it where you
can see it hands-free, and never hold it while the rig is moving. INSTALLING BACKUP 18.
Installing a Backup Camera Installing a backup camera means mounting the camera high
and centered on the rear, getting power to it, and setting up the screen up front. On a
prewired rig this is quick. On others, it means running power, and for a wired system,
running the picture cable too. Take your time aiming it.

Mount the camera high and centered on the rear wall

Angle it down to see the ground close behind

Connect power, using the prewire if you have one

Set up the monitor or pair the wireless screen

Back up slowly and fine-tune the aim TIP Aim the camera so you can see both the
ground right behind the bumper and a bit of the horizon. Too high and you miss the curb;
too low and you miss approaching traffic.

a b~ W N B

INSTALLING HITCH
13. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

19. Installing a Hitch Camera A hitch camera mounts at the back of the truck bed or on the
rear of the tow vehicle, aimed down at the ball. Many are wireless and battery-powered,
which makes them a quick add. You mount it, aim it at the ball, pair it to your screen, and
do a practice run in the driveway.

1 Mount the camera where it sees the ball clearly
2 Aim it straight down at the hitch ball

3 Power it, or charge its battery if wireless

4 Pair it to your monitor or phone
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5 Practice lining up in the driveway before a real trip A little driveway practice pays off.
Learn how the ball looks on screen as it nears the coupler, and real hitching becomes a
calm, one-try affair. GUIDE LINES 20. On-Screen Guide Lines Many camera systems
paint guide lines on the screen to show your path and distance. They help you judge how
close you are to an object behind you or how the ball lines up with the coupler. Some
adjust as you steer; others are fixed. They are a helpful aid, not a substitute for looking.
Lines on screen show your path and distance Help judge closeness to an object or the
coupler Some bend as you steer, some are fixed A helpful guide, not a replacement for
care TIP Learn what the guide lines mean on your own rig by practicing with a cone or a
bucket. Once you trust them, they make judging distance much easier.

NIGHT VISION
14. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

21. Seeing in the Dark Most good cameras have night vision, using tiny infrared lights to
see in the dark. This matters because you often arrive and set up after sunset. A camera
that goes blind at night is only half useful, so night vision is worth having on both a backup
and a hitch camera. Night vision uses infrared to see in the dark Important for arriving and
setting up after sunset Useful on both backup and hitch cameras Check the range in the
dark before you rely on it Arriving at a campground after dark is common, and that is
exactly when backing in is hardest. A camera with good night vision earns its keep on
those evenings. WEATHERPROOF 22. Standing Up to Weather A camera mounted
outside lives through rain, dust, sun, and road grime. Any camera made for an RV should
be sealed against weather, but it is worth confirming. A lens that fogs or a housing that
leaks is a camera that quits right when a storm rolls in and you most need to see. Outside
cameras face rain, dust, sun, and grime Any RV camera should be sealed against weather
Confirm the weather rating before buying A wipe of the lens keeps the picture clear Keep a
soft cloth handy and give the lens a wipe when it looks hazy. Road spray and bugs cloud a
lens quickly, and a clean lens is a clear picture.
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BATTERY LIFE
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23. Charging a Wireless Camera Many wireless cameras, especially hitch cameras, run on
a rechargeable battery. That means remembering to charge it, and knowing it will not last
forever on one charge. Some wire into the rig's power to avoid this. Know which kind you
have so you are never caught with a dead camera at hookup time. Many wireless cameras
use a rechargeable battery Remember to charge it before a trip Some wire into the rig's
power to avoid charging Know which kind you have so it is never dead when needed
WATCH OUT A hitch camera with a dead battery is useless at the worst moment. If yours
is battery-powered, make charging it part of your pre-trip routine. INTERFERENCE 24.
When a Wireless Signal Drops Wireless cameras can lose their picture if the signal is weak
or something interferes. The longer the rig, the harder the signal has to work. If your
wireless camera stutters, the usual cures are moving the receiver, reducing obstacles, or in
stubborn cases switching to a wired camera for that long trailer. A weak signal can stutter
or drop over a long trailer Other wireless gadgets can interfere Move the receiver closer or
higher to help For a very long rig, wired may be the real fix Signal trouble is the most
common complaint with wireless cameras on big rigs. If you tow a long fifth wheel, factor
that in when choosing wired or wireless.
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MULTIPLE CAMERAS
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25. Running More Than One Camera Some systems support several cameras at once —
one looking back, one on the hitch, and even side cameras for blind spots. You switch
between them on the screen. It is a nice setup for a big motorhome, though more cameras
mean more cost and more to install. Start with one and grow if you like. A system can run
rear, hitch, and side cameras You switch views on the screen Nice for a big motorhome
with many blind spots More cameras mean more cost and install TIP If you think you will
want several cameras eventually, buy a monitor that supports more than one from the start.
Adding cameras later is then just a matter of pairing them. SIDE CAMERAS 26. Side and
Blind-Spot Cameras Side cameras mount on the mirrors or sides of a big rig and show the
lanes beside you, where mirrors leave gaps. They turn on when you signal a lane change,
giving a clear look before you move over. For a wide motorhome on a busy highway, they
add real confidence. Side cameras cover the lanes beside you Fill the gaps that mirrors
leave Often pop up when you signal a turn Valued most on wide motorhomes in heavy
traffic Side cameras are a refinement, not a must. If lane changes on the highway make
you nervous in a wide rig, they are a worthwhile addition after your rear camera.
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ALWAYS ON
17. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

27. A Camera On All the Time A backup camera does not have to be only for backing up.
Many people leave the rear camera running the whole drive, using it as a video rear-view
mirror. It lets you watch traffic behind a rig where the real mirror shows only the trailer wall.
It becomes second nature quickly. Leave the rear camera on for the whole drive Use it as a
constant video rear-view mirror See traffic the real mirror cannot show you Switch to the
hitch view only when hooking up TIP Set the system so the rear view is the default on the
road and the hitch view is a quick switch. That way you always have eyes behind you
without fiddling. TRAILER VS MOTORHOME 28. Towables and Motorhomes Differ How
you install depends on whether you tow a trailer or drive a motorhome. On a motorhome,
the camera and screen are in one vehicle, which is simpler. On a towable trailer, the
camera is on a trailer that disconnects, so the picture has to cross the hitch, which favors
wireless or a clean connector. Motorhome: camera and screen in one vehicle, simpler
Towable: the camera rides on a trailer that disconnects The picture must cross the hitch on
a towable Wireless or a clean connector handles that break This is why many trailer
owners choose wireless rear cameras. There is no cable to disconnect and reconnect
every time you drop the trailer at the site.
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WHAT IT COSTS
18. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

29. What to Expect to Pay A simple wireless backup camera with a screen can be relatively
modest, while a quality wired system or a multi-camera setup costs more, and professional
installation adds to that. A hitch camera on its own is often inexpensive. Prices move
around, so confirm the current price before you buy. A basic wireless backup camera and
screen: modest A quality wired or multi-camera system: more A standalone hitch camera:
often inexpensive Add install cost if you have it done for you WATCH OUT Match the
system to your rig and your comfort, not to the fanciest kit. A simple wireless camera that
you actually trust beats an expensive one you never finished installing. BUYING 30. Buying
the Right System Shop with your rig in mind. Check for a prewire first. Match the camera to
a screen you like. Favor wired for a long trailer you tow daily, wireless for an easy add on a
shorter rig. And confirm night vision and a weather rating. Then confirm current prices
before you order. Check whether your rig is prewired first Match the camera to a screen
you like Wired for long, daily-towed rigs; wireless for easy adds Confirm night vision and a
weather rating WATCH OUT Make sure the camera and screen are meant to work
together. A mismatched camera and monitor is a common and frustrating mistake. Buy
them as a set when you can.

AIMING
19. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

31. Aiming the Camera Just Right A camera is only as good as its aim. For a backup
camera, you want to see the ground just behind the bumper plus a bit of the distance. For a
hitch camera, you want the ball dead center. Spend a few minutes getting the angle right,
because a poorly aimed camera shows you the wrong thing.

Loosen the camera's adjustment and look at the screen

For backup, frame the ground behind the bumper and some distance

For hitch, center the ball in the picture

Tighten everything down once it looks right

Confirm the view with a practice back-up TIP Have a helper stand behind the rig holding
up fingers at ground level while you set the backup camera's angle. It makes framing the
view quick and accurate. SOLO HITCHING 32. Hitching Up All By Yourself This is the

a b~ W N B
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moment a hitch camera shines. Instead of guessing, getting out, adjusting, and guessing

again, you watch the ball glide toward the coupler on screen and stop at the right spot.

One person can hook up a trailer in a minute or two, calmly, with no shouting across the

lot.

Line the truck up roughly with the trailer

Back up slowly, watching the ball on screen

Guide the ball directly under the coupler

Stop when the screen shows them lined up

10 Get out, lower the coupler, and lock it down The relief of hitching solo on the first try is
real. A hitch camera is often the single piece of gear that lets one person handle the
whole rig with confidence.

O 00 N O

SECURITY
20. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

33. Keeping the Picture Private A wireless camera that sends its picture over Wi-Fi
deserves the same care as any connected device. Set a password on the camera's
network if it has one, keep its app updated, and do not leave it broadcasting wide open. It
is a small habit that keeps your picture yours. Set a password on the camera's network if it
offers one Keep the camera's app updated Do not leave it broadcasting wide open Treat it
like any other connected device Most backup cameras pose little privacy risk, but the habit
is free. A strong password and current app keep any connected camera on your side.
COMMON WORRIES 34. The Questions People Ask Me Most When folks ask me about
adding a camera, the same questions come up. Here are the honest answers to the ones |
hear most, so you can choose with clear eyes and not overbuy. 'Wired or wireless?' Wired
for reliability, wireless for an easy add 'ls it hard to install?' Prewired rigs are easy;
wired-from-scratch is more work ‘Do | need both cameras?' No — add the one that worries
you most first 'Will it work at night?' Yes, if it has night vision — confirm the range There is
no shame in starting simple. A single wireless backup camera has calmed many a nervous
RVer, and you can always grow the system later. TROUBLESHOOTING 35. When the
Picture Goes Out If your camera picture drops or will not appear, work through the simple
causes first. Nearly every problem is power, a dead battery, a wireless signal, or a
connection that needs reseating. A calm checklist beats frustration, and most of these fixes
take a minute.
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TIP
21. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

Confirm the camera has power or a charged battery

Check that the screen is on the right camera view

For wireless, move the receiver closer and re-pair

Reseat any cables and connectors at both ends

Restart the monitor or the system For a wireless camera, nine times out of ten it is a dead
battery or a dropped signal. Charge it, move the receiver, and re-pair before you worry
about anything else. MAINTENANCE 36. Keeping the Camera Working A camera asks
for very little care. Wipe the lens when it hazes over, check that a battery-powered
camera is charged before trips, and glance at the picture quality now and then. A few
seconds of care keeps the view clear for the moments you depend on it. Wipe the lens
clean when it hazes Charge a battery camera before each trip Check the picture quality
before you leave Make sure the mount stays tight over time A loose mount is a sneaky
trouble. Over many miles, vibration can shift a camera's aim, so a quick check that it still
points the right way is worth the moment. WINTER 37. Cameras Over an Ohio Winter If
the rig is stored for the winter, decide whether to leave the camera on it. A weather-rated
camera can stay, but a battery one should come inside to charge and rest. A camera
watching a stored rig for security is a different job, covered in my camper security guide.
A weather-rated camera can stay on a stored rig Bring a battery camera inside to rest
and charge Protect connectors from winter moisture For a security watch, see my
camper security guide
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TIP
22. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

My winterizing guide covers putting the rig's electronics to bed for the Ohio cold. A camera
you remove and store dry is one you will not be replacing in the spring. PRACTICE 38.
Practice Before You Need It A new camera is worth practicing with in a calm place before
you rely on it. Spend twenty minutes in an empty lot or your driveway, backing toward
cones and hitching to the trailer. Learn how distances look on screen. When you reach a
tight campsite at dusk, the skill is already yours. Practice in an empty lot or driveway first
Back toward cones to learn the guide lines Rehearse hitching a few times Build the skill
before a tight, real-world spot Twenty minutes of practice turns a camera from a gadget
into a trusted tool. The confidence you build in the driveway is what pays off at the
campground. SCREEN SIZE 39. Picking the Right Screen Size Screen size is a small
choice that matters more than you would think. Too small and you squint at a tight
campsite; too big and it blocks your view of the road. A screen you can read at a glance
without leaning in is the goal. Match it to your eyes and the space on your dash. Too small
is hard to read at a glance Too big can block your view of the road A clear, glance-able size
is the goal Match it to your eyesight and dash space TIP If your eyes are not what they
were, favor a slightly larger, brighter screen. Straining to read a tiny picture while backing a
big rig helps no one.
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RESOLUTION
23. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

40. How Clear the Picture Needs to Be A sharper picture helps, but you do not need the
sharpest camera made. You need one clear enough to see a child, a post, or the coupler
plainly in daylight and dark. A middle-of-the-road camera from a known brand usually gives
a clear enough picture without paying for the very top model. Sharper is nicer but not
always necessary You need to see people, posts, and the coupler clearly A mid-range
camera from a known brand is usually plenty Confirm it stays clear in low light before
relying on it The clearest camera in a weak-signal wireless setup can still stutter. A slightly
less sharp camera with a rock-solid connection is the better everyday choice. HELPER OR
SOLO 41. When You Still Want a Spotter A camera is a wonderful aid, but it does not
replace a careful look and, in tricky spots, a human spotter. For a very tight site with
obstacles on several sides, a helper watching from outside still beats any single camera
view. Use the camera as your main tool and a spotter when the spot is truly tight. A camera
aids but does not replace a careful look A tight, cluttered site may still want a spotter Use
the camera as your main tool Add a human helper for the trickiest backs WATCH OUT
Trusting the camera alone in a crowded site can miss something just outside its view.
When in doubt, get out and look, or ask a neighbor to spot you.
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YOUR CHECKLIST
24. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

42. Your Camera Setup Checklist Here is the short version to keep by the door of the rig. If
you can check these off, backing in and hitching up will be far calmer. Checked whether my
rig is already prewired for a camera Chose wired or wireless to suit my rig and my patience
Picked a screen | can see easily while driving Confirmed the camera has night vision and is
weather-rated Aimed the camera to see what | actually need Charged any battery-powered
camera before the trip Practiced backing and hitching in a calm, empty spot Tape this list
inside a cabinet door. A quick glance before a trip keeps your camera charged, aimed, and
ready for that tight dusk arrival. WHEN TO CALL 43. When It Is Worth Calling Me A simple
wireless camera you can often add yourself in an afternoon. But if you want a wired system
run cleanly through the rig, if your prewire and camera will not talk to each other, or if you
would simply rather have someone install and aim it all and then show you how to use it
before your trip, that is exactly what | am here for. | will give you the honest answer about
wired versus wireless for your particular rig, and get it working so you can back in and hitch
up with confidence. TIP | can check your prewire, install and aim your backup and hitch
cameras, set up the screen, and walk you through using them — so you leave on your trip
able to back in and hook up by yourself. Call or text me at (330) 200-8042.

CHEAT SHEET
25. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

Everyday Cheat Sheet Keep this page handy. It is the short answer to the questions RVers
ask most about backup and hitch cameras. A backup camera removes the blind spot
behind a long rig; a hitch camera lines up the ball solo Wired cameras are the most reliable
but take more work to install Wireless cameras are an easy do-it-yourself add but can drop
signal over a long trailer Check for a factory prewire plate high on the rear wall before you
buy anything Pick a screen you can glance at safely — a dedicated monitor or mirror
screen beats a phone while driving Confirm the camera has night vision for after-dark
arrivals Charge battery-powered cameras before every trip Practice backing and hitching in
an empty lot before you need it for real Get help: call Bill at (330) 200-8042
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HOW | CAN HELP

26. For electrical, gas, water, or ladder work, please call a
licensed professional. — Bill's Home Tech

Your Visit — and My Promise In-home visit — $99 flat for your first visit. No contracts and
no surprise charges, and a 30-day follow-up is included. Remote Support — $49 for a
screen-share session. | only connect with your permission, you watch the whole time, and
you can end anytime. If | can't fix it over the screen-share, | refund the $49 — and if it turns
out you need me in person, that $49 goes toward your visit. It's included free for Support
Plan members ($39/mo). My promise — If you're not 100% satisfied with your visit, I'll
come back at no charge, or refund the full $99. No questions, no awkwardness. That's how
I'd want to be treated. Call or text (330) 200-8042 - Book a visit: billshometech.com/book -
bill@billshometech.com This free guide is for general information only — not professional
advice, and no substitute for your device's own manual. Any prices or outside products
mentioned can change; please confirm current details before you buy. Please use your
own good judgment and follow it at your own risk — for anything involving electricity, gas,
water, or heights, stop and call a licensed professional. Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis
can't be responsible for any damage, data loss, or injury that results. © 2026 Bill's Home
Tech, LLC.
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AT A GLANCE

A Picture to Follow Along

Wired or Wireless, and Which Camera

Match the camera to your rig and your patience.

Wired Wireless Hitch Camera

Most reliable picture Easy to add yourself Aimed down at the ball
No battery to charge Can drop over a long Hitch up by yourself
More work to install trailer Often a quick add

Often battery-powered
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AT A GLANCE

A Second Look

Hitching Up By Yourself

One person, one try, no shouting.

~

Line the truck up roughly with the trailer

7

~

Back up slowly, watching the ball on screen

7

Guide the ball under the coupler

N\

Stop when the screen shows them lined up

7
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~
Get out, lower the coupler, and lock it

\

BEFORE YOU GO

A Note From Bill

A quick note from BiIll. | write these guides to make home tech a little less frustrating, and | do
my best to keep every step accurate and up to date. Still, every home, device, and setup is a
bit different, so | can't promise a guide will match yours exactly or fix your particular problem.
These guides are for general information only — they're not professional, legal, or financial
advice, and they don't replace your device's own manual or the manufacturer's instructions.
Please go slow, use your own good judgment, and use everything here at your own risk. If a
step involves electrical wiring, a gas appliance, a water heater, plumbing, or climbing a ladder
— or if anything just doesn't feel safe — please stop and call a licensed professional (or give
me a call at 330-200-8042). Bill's Home Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any
damage, data loss, or injury that results.
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BILL'S HOME TECH

Home & Small Business Tech Solutions

HOW | CAN HELP

Your Visit — and My Promise

In-home visit — $99 flat for your first visit. No contracts and no surprise charges, and a
30-day follow-up is included.

Remote Support — $49 for a screen-share session. | only connect with your permission, you
watch the whole time, and you can end anytime. If | can't fix it over the screen-share, | refund
the $49 — and if it turns out you need me in person, that $49 goes toward your visit. It's
included free for Support Plan members ($39/mo).

GOOD TO KNOW

My promise — If you're not 100% satisfied with your visit, I'll come back at no charge, or
refund the full $99. No questions, no awkwardness. That's how I'd want to be treated.

Call or text (330) 200-8042 - Book a visit: billshometech.com/book - bill@billshometech.com

This free guide is for general information only — not professional advice, and no substitute for your device's own manual. Any prices

or outside products mentioned can change; please confirm current details before you buy. Please use your own good judgment and

follow it at your own risk — for anything involving electricity, gas, water, or heights, stop and call a licensed professional. Bill's Home
Tech and Bill Davis can't be responsible for any damage, data loss, or injury that results. © 2026 Bill's Home Tech, LLC.
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